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MODERN HISTORY. 



CHAP. I. 

J[ DeacripHon rf Mndoatath or the Empire of 
the Great MoguL 

rrDIA takes its name, according to some 
authors, from the river Indus ; according to 
others it is derived from that of the inhabitants, 
who call themselves Indows, or Hindoos. Hence 
it is named by the Turks and Persians, Hindos- 
tan, meaning the country of the Hindoos (the 
Vrorcl Stan signifying country or region), of 
Vhich Hinddstan, a name familiar among Euroi 
peans, is a corruption. 

A very large portion of Asia is now denomi- 
nated India, or the Indies; the boundaries of 
which are Great and Little Thibet, the Indian 
Bea, China, the Chinese sea, Persia, and the 
Eastern' ocean. This vast i*egion is subdivided 
into three parts: the western peninsula witliiii 
the river Ganges ; the eastern beyond the 
Ganges ; and the continent. The latter is sub- 
ject to one sovereign, and is known in Eui ope by 
the distinctive title of Hindostaft; of this we 

Vot. XL B 
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2 MINDOSTAtr. 

mean at present particularly lo treat, as intro- 
ductory to the history of the Moguls. 

The Mogul's empire is situated between the 
84th and 102d degrees of longitude, and be- 
tween the 2^4st and 36th degrees of latitude* 

There is no country on earth ^iQjp favoured 
by nature than Hindostan. It comprehends a 
great variety of climates. Towards the north»^ 
It is cold and barren ; in the south, very hot, and 
fruitful in corn, rice, fruits, and other vegeta- 
bles. The natural scenes are highly diversified ^ 
extensive chains of mountains, immense plains, 
wa«ng woods, large rivers, and an infinite num- 
ber of. smaller streams, all enter into the combi- 
nation of the landscape. 

The' most remarkable mountains are those 
which serve as a rampart against the neigh- 
bouring nations; these are those on the west 
which separate Hindostan from Persia, a lofty 
range passable only in a few places, through 
which joads have been made for the sake of 
commerce, leading principally to Kabul, Gaz- 
na, and Kandaher. The prospect of those on 
the other ^ide is truly frightful, presenting no- 
thing to the eye but hideous precipices, covered 
with perpetual snow, not to be crossed without 
the greatest difficulty, as well as horror. 

Among the rivers of Hindostan, the Indus 
and the Ganges have been celebrated from all 
antiquity. The former rises in the mountains, 
north-east of Hindostan ; the latter, in the king- 
dom of Thibet. 

The weather and seasons are very regular in 
this vast region. The winds blow constantly for 
six months in a southerly direction ; and north- 
erly the rest of the year. The montlis of April, 
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May> and June, till the rains begin to falU are 
so extremely hot, that even the reflection from 
the ground frequently raises blisters on the face ; 
and if k ipvere not for the bi*eeze, which nses 
every clay, persons reared in the northern cli- 
inates could not exist in that country ;. for, ex* 
cepting the rainy months, the coldest day in 
Hmdostan at noon, is liotter than the hottest day 
in England. The changes from heat to cold 
are so great, that an excessively hot day is often 
succeeded by a night cold enough to produce ice, 
and ta such a night succeeds, perhaps, a day aa 
hot as the preceding*- 

From Sural to Agra, ft rarely rains, except 
from the middle of June to the middle of Sep- 
tember, during which it scarcely ceases for a 
single hour, for several weeks together. These 
periodical rains generally commence and ter- 
minate with dreadful tempests, succeeded by a 
settled calm. During the nine months of dry 
veather, a refreshing dew falls every nightf 
which cools the air, and cherishes the earth* 

India is rich in every production, fossil, mine* 
ral, vegetable, and animaL Diamonds of the 
•best kind are found here; and marble of the 
most exquisite beauty* Nor is it destitute of 
iron, copper, and lead : it is thought that there 
are mines also of gold and silver ; but it has not 
been deemed politick to work them, since Ame<* 
nca drains her mines for India, and Africa 
gathers from her rivers gold for this empire; 
which will take nothing else in exchange for her 
commodities, and prohibits its exportation. 

Every kind of grain, grows in abundance, and 
without much labour j their seed-time is in May, 
pud their harvest in November and December^ 
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the most temperate months in the year. Their 
lands are not enclosed, and their grass they cut 
down either in the green or withered state, as 
they have occasion for it, but never make it into 
hay. Besides many sorts of European frulta» 
India has several peculiar to its own soil. The 
same diversity obtains in the vegetables, fiowersi, 
roots, and trees ;— <i few of our climate> and a 
multituoe of its own. Game and fish of all 
kinds are very abundant. The elephant, whose 
reason is supposed to be proportionate to his 
strength and size, and the Rhinoceros, here first 
see the light, and combat for pre-eminence ; the 
Jackal prowls about the graves, apd devours the 
carcases of the dead ; the lion, the tiger, and 
the leopard, appal the "traveller in the deserts i 
the wolf maintains a constant war with the flocks 
and herds, which in general consist of cattle^ 
having a protuberance on their back, and of 
sheep, which drag after them a tail weighmg; 
from fifteen to twenty pounds. There are, be* 
sides these, buffaloes, dromedaries, and camels, 
capable of carrying vast burthens ; the asses are 
strong and handsome> and the monkeys arc nu- 
merous. Here also are found poisonous ;^nts, • 
venomous insects, and reptiles. The sting of 
the scorpion is painful ; and dangerous, if the 
part be not* immediately anointed with oil or 
bathed in spirits* 

.Snakes are sometimes used in the execution of 
criminals.. An instance is related of a man who 
having murdered his mother, had two snakes -set 
upon hira> each of which twined about his thigh? 
and bit him. When they- were taken away, he 
complained of a violent heat diffused through all 
his limbs, andiiis body began to swell exceedingly. 
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b a {quarter of an hour he ietl, and in about 
thirty minutes expired in grievous torture. 

Flies, musketoes, and bugs, are very trouble* 
some here : with the first they are annoyed by 
day, and they are no less plagued with the 
others at night. Bats are of an extraordlnar]^ 
size and shape: and the little wren builds her 
Best in the twigs, at the extremity of the boughs 
of tre^ where they hang like purse nets, out 
of the reach of the smallest monkeys. 

Hindostan comprises many provinces, though 
these are not so numerous as they have been rt* 
presented by earlier authors^. 

Guzerat is a maritime province, and the most 
pleasant in Hindostan ; in this the fields are per- 
petually greeny-anithe trees are seldom without 
blossoms or fruit. 

The. province and towns of Kuehnaggen a^ 
governed by a queen, who is formidable to the 
i)eig:hbouring. states. They choose to be governed 
by the £smale sex, because, in their judgment^ 
they are more tractable and gentle than T^xi>y 
who, intoxicated with power and honour, be- 
come obstinate in their opinions^ and insolent in 
their behaviour.. 

The next province in importance is Sangania^ 
governed also by a princess. It produces cotton 
and com ; but the people, living wholly by pi- 
racy, admit of no trade for fear of becoming 
civilized. They, offer an asylum for malefaq? 
tors of every speciesj and of all countries, who 
repair thither and beccune publick robbtrs by pro-^ 
fcssion. Depending on their numbers,, they 
board ships of every country without distinction. 
Before they engage, they drink an. intoxicating 
BquoE, which renders them quite. furious. They 
B2 
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wear long hair, and when they mean to give no 
quarter, they let it loose as a signal of their inten- 
tion. * 

Diu is one of the best-boilt cities in the In- 
dies. It is beautifully situated on an ascent, and 
bas five or six handsome churches, which stand 
all at different elevations facing the sea. The 
stately buildings of freestone and marble which 
still remain, are vestiges of its ancient grandeur 
and opulence ; but at present not more than one 
half of the city is inhabited. This fortress first 
baffled the power of the king of Guzerat ; who, 
after he had allowed the Portuguese to build it> 
wished to expel them ; but they resisted his forces, 
till the Arabs of Muscat landed by night on the 
west end of the island, and marching silently up 
to the town at break of day, entered without 
resistance when the gates were opened. The 
enemy slew all the Portuguese who could not 
reach the castle, and for three days loaded their 
vessels with rich plunder. They also mounted 
cannon on the churches, and" fired on the fort> 
but to little purpose. The governor could easily 
have made them remove further from the castle 
by means of his heavy artillery ; but the priest 
forbad him, under pain of excommunication j to 
ftre a single shot, lest by it some holy image 
might be injured. This forbearance did not save 
tile sacred shrines, for the Arabs not only took 
away all the consecrated plate and cash, but did 
not leave a gold or silver image behind them ; as 
for those 6f wood and stone, they contented them- 
selves with breaking them to pieces. 

At length the Arabs, growing secure and 
negligent, were driven out of the city by the 
slaves^ wh9 were excited to this act by the pro- 
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iiAae of freedom. It is now chiefly inhabited by 
tibc Banians^ who pay an annual tribute to the 
Portuguese government. 

Kambaya is still a place of good trade, and 
contributes greatly to the wealth and grandeur 
of Surat, to which it is subordinate. The pr©^ 
duce and manufaetures-of this i^ace are not in- 
ferior to tHbse of any part of India. It abounds 
with grain, cattle, cotton, and milk. Cornelian 
and agate stones are found in the rivers here, in 
greater abundance than in any other part of the 
world. Of the first they make rings and stones 
for seals. They cut the agate into bowls, spoons, 
handles for swords and knives, snuff-boxes, but- 
tons, and other curiosities. The people of Kam- 
baya excel those of the neighbouring pt^ovincea 
in the* art of embroidery ; and, pei'haps, their 
work of this kind is superior to that of any other 
nations. 

The city of Agra is the largest in the whole 
empire. The palace contains three courts ex- 
quisitely adorned with paintings, and in some 
parts even cased with gold- Under the galleries, 
of the first court are the lodgings for the imperial 
guards, those for the officers are in the second 
court, and tlie third contains ihe stately apart- 
ments of the emperor and his ladies* The chief 
buildings next to the palaces are the caravansa- 
ries, some of which have six large courts with 
porticoes. "^ There are at Agra eight hundred 
pubiick baths, and a great number of mosques^ 
with very magnificent sepulchres. When the 
court resides here, the city is much crowded ; but 
at other times it is not very populous. The ge- 
nerality of the houses are low, and those belong- 
ing to the inferior classes of the people are con* 
atructed of straw. 
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Delhi Kes to the north of Agra. The road 
connecting these two capitals is that famous jias* 
ss^e or walk, four hundred and fifty leagues m 
length, which was planted with trees by Je^^ 
Ghir. Each space of a mile and a half is marked 
with a tun'^t, and at every stage there are cara- 
vansaries for the accommodation of travellers* 
At the distance of eighteen miles from Agra ia- 
an ancient pagod, the largest and most beautiful 
of any in India. This road, though tolerable, has 
many inconveniences i it is not only frequented 
by wild beasts, but by robbers, who are so dex- 
terous at casting a noose about a man's neck, that 
they never fail, if within, reach, to seize, and Strang- 
gle him. 

Tl>e capital of Delhi consisted of three cities r 
the first, now destroyed, is said by the learned In- 
dians, to have been the residence of king Poms, 
and invaded by Alexander ; and to have .had ahy 
ciently fifty-two gates. The fortress is a mile 
and a half in circuit, has good walls, with round 
towers, and ditches full of water, faced with stone* 
The citadel is surrounded with pleasant gajrdens^ 
and contains the emperor's palace*. 

Tatta, situated at the mouth of the Indus,, has 
schools of theology, philosophy, and politicks*^ 
The city stands about two miles from the Indus, 
from which the water is brought by means of ca» 
nals* No rain had fallen for three years prior ta 
the year 1 699 : the consequence of this excessive 
dix)ugbt was a pestilence, which in the town only 
carried oft' above eighty thousand of the manufieia- 
iurers of silk and cotton. 

The Indus towards Tatta forms a great many 
small islands, fi^uitful and pleasant, and which, 
render it one of the most commodious cities in 
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Rindostaiu Tatta is a place of coa8ideK.bIe tnule* 
Coaches are a species of vehicles seldom used hj 
the inhabitants, who, in their stead, have chsi< 
riots which are neat and well adapted to travel- 
ling; but as they are not hung on springs, they 
appear disagreeable to Europeans* They may 
be hired at about two shiltags or half«a-cn)wn 
per day* 

This city is celebrates! for its very beautiful 

eankins, which are a sort of coaches with four 
t, having on the sides ballusters four or five 
inches high, and at each end a back-stay like a 
child's cradle. This machine hangs on a thick 
pole, arched in the middle by means of two 
wooden frames, nailed to the feet at each end, 
with rings at top for fastening it to the pole by 
lopes. The whole is covered with a piece of cal- 
Hco or sei^e, if- a woman be in it; but if a lady 
of fashion, velvet is made use of: t^ainst niin^ a 
waxed cloth is used as a covering. In the hot* 
torn are mats and cushions to sit or lie upon.-^ 
Some of them are decorated with exquisitely beau* 
tiful omamertts. 

The province of Multan is the chief resort of 
the Banians, for the sake of trading into Persia 
by Gasn^ and Kandahar* These people are ve- 
>7 jealous of their wives. This is prof>erly the 
country of the Kattri, or Kutteri, who hence dis- 
perse tliemselves all over the Indies* These 
»ects, or casts, have a famous pagod here, to which 
pilgrimages are performed*. The idol is clothed 
in red leather, has a black face, and two pearh 
for ey^s ; the mohammedan governor takes the 
offerings which are made to it. 

Kashmir, or Cashmir, formerly belonged to 
the kings of Turkestan 5 according to their owa 
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kistories, it was once a large lake^ till a* holy mazr 
let out the watera, by a miraculous gap which he- 
made in the mountains that now enclose this little: 
kingd9m, and which, consist of two ranges, the 
higher and the lower. The latter, which are- 
neac to the plsun, are all gi^en with trees or pas- 
lures, stored with cgiery kind of cattle and game,^ 
without any wild beasts. Above these mountains^ 
others rise exceedingly high, which ai-e always 
covered with snow. Out o£ them issue innume- 
rable springs and rivulets, which at last meetings 
make a considerable river that falls into the Indus 
at Atok. The country, being plentifuliy watered^* 
looks like a vast evei*green garden, intermixed, 
with towns and villages^ 

Shahlimar,. the capital of this province, is ce^ 
lebrated for the loyaL gasdens* From the lake^ 
a canal five hundred paces long, running betweea 
two alleys of poplars, leads to a magnificent 
summer-house in the middle of the gardens ;• 
from this spot another much larger runs to the 
end, with a row of water-spouts in the middle^ 
at the distance of every five yards^ The sum^* 
tner«^houses are made like domes iv^ the midst of 
the canals, with each a gallery round it, and four 
gates ; two facing the poplar alleys, with bridges 
to pass over them ;. the other two look toward* 
the canalli Each consists of a great chamber in 
the middle^ and four smaller rooms at the corners, 
richly painted and gilded within. The gates arc 
very rich, made of U*^? stones finer than por- 
phyry. 

Cashmir is called by the Moguls the paradise of 
the Indies : the inhabitants have the reputation of 
being very witty, much more intelligent. and dex- 
terous than the other Indiansj^and as well skilkd uk 
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Ipoetry and the sciences as the Persians ; they arc 
very industrious, and make a thousand different 
kinds of moveables, which they varnish very curi* 
ously, and vend all over India-; but they are chief- 
ly celebrated for their shawls, which the Moguls 
and Indians of both sexes wear in winter on their 
heads, passing them over tXH^ left shoulder like 
a mantle* 

The province of Ouleper, which we call Ben- 
gal, is inhabited by the Hindoos, who are said to 
be as ^EUitastick in their religion as the Halabas, 
«nd a hundred times more numerous than the 
Mohammedans. They are extremely volup- 
tuous, have a piercing wit, and are much givea 
to stealing. The women are bold and lascivious, 
using every kind of address to seduce young 
xnen, especially strangers, whom they easily at"> 
tract, b^ause they are very handsome, and take 
great care of their persons and dress* The people 
tive in great indolence ; the country being fruit« 
ful. Tbe province contains at least twenty 
thc^isand Chrisdans; and it is by some travel* 
lerd thought to be more fertile than Egypt. It 
supplies foreign countries with rice, sugar, and 
sweetmeats* Provisions of all kinds are exces- 
sively cheap, and no country affords such stores 
of callicdes and silks, salt-petre, opium, wax, and 
perfumes. The air and climate are disagreeable 
to strangers ; i»ut soon become captivating in a 
high degree* 

Bengal is nearly a hundred leagues in length, on 
both sides of the Ganges ; it is every where inter- 
sected with canals, cut with vast labour, and reach- 
ing very far into the country, for the purtwsea 
of trade and navigation. These canals are lined 
en both sides with towns and villages, to which 
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are connected large fields, and plantations of 
rice, com, sugar-canes, and mulberry and other 
trees. 

Bengal aboonds with casftles and cities. The 
chief is Kassem Bazar, at which the English and 
Dutch have fectories. The next city is Patna^ 
where the prince I^Bengal resides ; and abmit 
one hundred miles farther stands Benares, cele*- 
brated for its sanctity, and for being the universi- 
ty of the Indies. 

On the easternmost branch trf the Ganges lies 
Dakka, or Daak, the largest city of Bengal, and 
properly the capital* The houses arc formed of 
canes, and covered with earth. 

The province of Malva lies to the West of Ben* 
gal I it is very fertile, and produces in itself every 
thing that is found in all the othera« Ratispor, 
the capital, a place of vast trafiick, is situated on 
a mountain. Traitors who are condemned to die, 
ere sent to the castle of this city, from the top of 
whifch they are precipitated. Mando is a fine 
city, seated at the foot of a hill, on the top of 
which stands a castle. The ruins of temples and 
palaces show it to have been once a large and 
sumptuous place. At Cbitor are the remains of 
one hundred pagods, many elegant palaces, and 
the traces of a hundred thousand houses are 
still visible. 

The governor of Brampur, the capital of 
Kandish, is a prince of the blood. This gi'eat 
city stands on uneven ground, so that the lower 
streets look like ditches when viewed from the 
higher. The houses are of earthy but, being co>» 
vered with varnished tiles of different colours, the 
roofs, -seen thrdogh a variety of green trees, af* 
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ferd an agreeable prospect. On the waliS) which 
are fifteen or sixteen )rards high, are neat galle- 
ries* From these the emperor, when at Bram^ 
pur, is entertained with views of the fights of ele* 
l^ants, which are comnxmly })erfornied in the 
midst of the river, where there is a figure of that 
animal in stone, erected irfStemoryof one which 
(lied while fighting in his presence. 

Hindostan is inhabited by a variety of difier- 
lent nations; as the Hindoos, the Patans, or 
A%hans, the Baluchis, the Parses, and the Mo* 
guls or Tartars, besides foreigners. All, except* 
ing the Hindoos, who are the ancient inhabitants 
of the country, have been induced to settle there 
for the sake of commerce, or compelled to it 
when driven by war and persecution from their 
native countries. 

The Hindoos or Indians, although subdued, 
preserve their sitpenonty in point of number 
above the other inhabitante, in the proportion of 
a hundred to one* 

The Parses are the descendants of the ancient 
Persian worshippers of fire ; who, to avoid the 
persecution of the Mohammedans, on their first 
conquest of Persia, fied in great numbers by sea 
to India* Their posterity reside cMefly in the 
vicinity of Surat. 

The Patans are the descendants of the Moham<>- 
medans, Turks, Persians, and Arabs, who, about 
the year 1000, subdued the Indians, and made 
themselves masters of Delhi and Multan, under 
Suhan Mahmud Gazni. These people are very 
numerous throughout Hindostan: they detest 
the Moguls as usurpers, and do not dec^r 
of being one day lable to expel them. The conw 
men oath which the meanest among them make 
Vol. 3^1. C 
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tfse of is : ** May I never be king of Delhi, if it 
" be not the truth." They are a very warlike 
race, and dwell among the mountains, where 
they have formed sovereignties under the rajahs. 

The Baluchis are another nation, who possess 
several parts of Hindostan, to the west of the In- 
du$. They are a blRarous people, addicted to 
rapine ; nor do they pay much obedience to either 
of the chiefs to whom they are subject. 

The Moguls are at present the real masters of 
India, where they rule with arbitrary power. To 
these five nations may be added the Europeanst 
who have establishments there. 

Of these several nations, the Hindoos and 
Parses are Pagans ; but excel all the rest in mo* 
dest deportment, and the practice of virtue. The 
Patans, Baluchis, and Moguls are Mohamme- 
dans. The two first are restless in their disposi- 
tion, accustomed to revolt, and plunder their 
neighbours without distinction. However, the 
Patans and Moguls are strict observers of their 
own law, and the rules of justice, at least among 
themselves. 

This general idea of the several nations inha- 
biting Hindostan, will lead us to a more parti- 
cular account of the Moguls, who retain a faint 
resemblance to the Mogul Tartars, their ances- 
tors. They are tall, well made, handsome, and 
extremely polite to each other, and to strangers. 
When they meet, their salute is accompanied 
with good wishes : " God grant you health—. 
" May one blessing be quickly followed by an- 
" othei^— I wish you the prayers of the poor." 
Persons in the lower ranks of life say with great 
humility, " I eat your bread and salt ;" mean- 
ing ^< I am your servant, and at yourdisposaL" 
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Both sexes wear long dresses, but different in 
their forms ; which are various, as they are stran- 
gers to fashion. Their principal food is rice, but 
they use also bi^ad ; they prefer pure water to 
any other kindof hquid, and in no place is water 
better than in India. They are not, however, 
without their spirituous l^po^^) which they ex* 
tract from fermented fruits, and the juice of ve- 
getables, or draw from particular trees by inci- 
sion. Those who profess to be strict observers of 
their religion, dnnk no wine, but make use of 
much coffee* 

The ceremonies of marriage are so magnifi- 
cent, that they not unfrequentJy ruin even men in 
easy circumstances* The women are of a very 
happy disposition. The children of the poorer 
sort go naked for several years : the eldest son by 
a lawful wife has a privilege above the rest, who 
call him their great brother. 

The Mohammedans wash the bodies of their 
dead before bunal. Their mourning over the 
deceased is immoderate, and is renewed often 
in every year, especially by the women in their 
bouses, and at the graves of their departed 
friends, which they bedew with tears ; frequently 
asking, with much importunity, why they would 
die, since they had every thing to make life de- 
sirable ? The men of the greatest quality often 
provide costly sepulchres for themselves and 
nearest friends, which are raised on pillars ; and 
have the surrounding spot of ground planted 
with great taste with fruit-trees and the choicest 
flowers. There are likewise many handsome 
rnonuments erected in memory of their saints, in 
which lamps are continually burning ; with vota- 
ries who have salaries to attend upon them. 
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These sepulchres are daily resorted to by de^ 
vout peopte : and certainly no places in the 
empire are more elegant than their > burying- 
grounds ; nor do they bestow so much expense 
on any other. 

Their language is a mixture of the Persian 
and Arabick,the pronfttnciation of which is soft and 
melodious, The Persian is spoken at court, but 
the Arabick is the learned language ; though in- 
deed all the learning of the Moguls amounts to 
but very little. Their chief science seems to be 
astrology, to which there are many pretenders^ 
because the generality of the people arc believ> 
ers in it, and it is also encouraged by the exam- 
ple of the court. The Great Mogul is nerer 
without astrologers, who . constantly attend upon 
his person, and give him advice before he under* 
takes any thing of moment* 

The Moguls are for the most part mohammed« 
an Sonnites, who acknowledge Othman as the 
lawful successor of Mohammed : the emperor is 
always of this sect. On the contrary, the ma- 
jority of his courtiers are. Shiites, or sectaries of 
AH, being in a great measure composed of Per- 
sians. The religion of the Prophet is observed 
in India with extreme rigour. The Moguls are 
temperate, and the same term that expresses a 
di^nkard, denotes also a lunatick. They are esc* 
pcedingly chan table, and the country abounds, 
with pious foundations : hopitals in the cities> 
reservoirs in the neighbourhood of towns for the 
convenience of the inhabitants, inns on the pub- 
lick roads, with accommodations provided gratia 
for passengers. Some even employ men con- 
stantly to parade the roads with buffaloes cai> 
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Tying leather bags of water, in order to refresh 
travellers and their cattle* 

There are many of these people, who, 
through devodon, voluntarily undergo very ri- 
gi(!^ penances. Of these there are two sorts ; 
-Ih^ first called dervises, who spend their lives 
in solitude and contemplation, retiring to the 
tops of hills shaded with trees where they fix 
their habitation, from which they will not stir. 
They never cease crying out, " God Almighty I 
" look upon me ; I love not the world but thee, 
" and do all thb for thy sake." After their re- 
tirement, they let their hair and nails grow ; 
and will rather perish than go out of their cells, 
depending on the charity of others for the means 
of support* 

Hindostan is computed also to contain eight 
hundred thousand Daquirs, who lead a life 
totally different from the dervises* They have 
no fixed abode, and their habits are extremely 
debauched : like the mendicants of the Romish 
church, they make a profession of begging for 
their subsistence. They usually dwell in the 
outskirts of the tawns, and making small fires 
by day, they sleep among the ashes at night. 
Their superior is distinguished by his gravity, 
the meanness of his garb, being in, a more tat« 
tered state than the rest, and by a heavy 
chain which he drags after him. On their ar- 
riving at an inhabited place, they fix their quar- 
ters in the most populous part of it.. The chief 
repeats his prayers in aa audible voice, and the 
others go to the different houses to gather alms ; 
and b(^st of the science, viitues, and great 
qualities, of their superior. They receive the 
devotees who go to consult them; with affa* 
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bitity i espociaUy the women, whom thef prtfiLtttd 
to render objects of desire, to whomsoever they 
fix their affections upon. When this troop means to 
stop, they erect their standard, and assemble the 
passengers by the sound of the horn or the drum* 
The chief cinises his disciples to spread car- 
pets, and setting down^ gives audience to the 
people ; whUe his disciples go about publishing 
through the country, that God reveals to him 
bis most important secrets, and gives him 
power to relieve persons in affliction. Some of 
the &quirs put iron fetters on their legs, sa 
heavy that they can scarcely move with them ;; 
and then covered with a blue mantle, which is 
the colour of mournmg, walk many miles bare- 
foot on the scorching sands, in pilgrimage to 
the tombs of their saints* 

All religions are tolerated in Hindostan ; afid 
the populace treat the clergy of every persua- 
sion with much respect. 

The Hindoos ate divided into four great 
tribes or orders of people, which are subdivided 
into several smaller tribes* The former consist 
of; first, the ministers of the law, or priests ; se- 
condly, the military, in which class are ranked 
kings and rajahs ; thirdly, the merchants ; and 
fourthly, the arstians, labourers^ and people of 
low conation. 

The PRIESTS are named Bramins, fvovn Brama, 
their great ancestor, whom they adore as the first 
of all created beings, to whom they say, the law 
was communicated, of which they are them- 
selves the depositaries. Their pre*eminence is 
acknowledged by all the other tribes and casts. 
However atrocious the crimes they commit, they 
nuBt not sufier death ; a deprivation of sight is 
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the grefttest pumsbnieiit which the Saw hiflicts« 
If a person kill a Bratnin by chance^ he i« 
obtiged to expiate the crime by twelve years of 
pilgrimage ; and doring this period be is to beg 
alms, with a bramin's skull in his band, out of 
which he is to eat and drink whatever is given 
him ; and at the expiration of the twelve years he 
is to build a temple) in proportion to the means 
that he possesses. 

The MinTART are the noWlity of the coun- 
try 9 commanded by their rajahs or chiefs. The 
Great Mogul grants them privileges, and era- 
plovs them in his armies, lest they should turn 
against him* The merchants, and all those 
who attend to commerce, are named banians, 
a tetm signifying simple or defenceless peo- 
ple. They are the most patient of mortals* 
Whatever be the insult which is offered them, 
they never seek revenge. They cannot endure 
to see a fly, or the meanest insect, hurt. Like 
the Bramins, they never eat any thing that has 
enjoyed life. The fourth cast bears the appel- 
lation of 9oudra^ which signifies persons who 
serve or assist otherSi By this class, the distinc- 
tion of professions is not so rigorously observed 
as by the bramins, the military, and the banians, 
who are not permitted to form allis^ces out 
of their casts, and who are in general faithfol 
to this duty ; neither are they allowed to inter- 
fere in each other's concerns, or domestick servi- 
ces. The man who sweeps the streets is not 
he who removes the dirt ; and the same formal 
Separation of ofikes and duties prevails in every 
Jthing else. 

We shall tak-e the description of the manners 
4i&d customs of the Hindoos from the two lat<» 
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ter classeS) which comprise the populace ; m 
whom, in general, what may be called the* 
stamp of nature is to be found. They are tem- 
perate, modest, and charitable* It is difficult 
to provoke a banian. He will bear every 
thing without emotion except what is called 
€lipiimng ; that is, a stroke with the sole of a 
slipper, after a person has taken it from his foot 
and spit on it: this is dreaded above all af- 
fronts, and looked on to be no less ignominious 
than spitting in the face among us. 

They are extremely covetous ; even the 
most opulent will run from one end of the city 
to the other, for the sake of a few pence. 
Their riches consist of cash and jewels, which 
they keep as secretly as possible from the 
knowledge of the Mogul's officers. Their kind- 
ness to animals is a very striking characteristick 
of these people. They ransom with money the 
lives of those creatures which are intended by 
mussulmen and others to be killed for food. 
They build hospitals for old and infirm animals. 
Once a-year they prepare a banquet for all the 
ffies which are in their houses, of sweet milk 
and sugar mixed in large shallow dishes, set 
on the floor or table for the purpose : at othec^ 
times they walk with bags of rice under their 
arm, for two or three miles into the country, 
stopping at each ant-hill, to leave a handful of 
their beloved grain. 

Their affection for animals, indeed, is so great, 
that they adorn them, by fastening large rings 
of metal about the legs of a &vourite cow or 
goat ; this fondness is encouraged by their doc- 
trine of the metempsychosis ; in consequence of 
which the secretary to the English brokers 
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for a long time fed a large 'snake, which came 
into his house, with bread and milk, on the 
sopposition that the soul of his deceased father 
was lodged in it. He was no less indulgent to 
some rats on the belief that they harboured the 
sinrits of certzun departed relations. 

Endowed with dispositions so inimical to cru- 
elty, it may be readily credited that the Hin- 
doos detest war« In all affairs confided to them 
their probity is exemplary. They are excellent 
domesticks ; faithful, attentive, serviceable, and 
very cleanly. Their dress is plain but neat, and 
the females are adorned with a variety of trink- 
ets, to set off the simplicity of their garments. 
The rich adorn the tresses of their hair with gold 
and jewels ; and the poor braid them with stringa 
of jessamin flowers, of which they make them- 
selves necklaces. They wear rings at their noses 
and ears, on t\mf fingers and toes; a custom 
which obliges them to go barefoot, shoes being 
worn oBly by their midwives. Their food is pa- 
latable : they consume great quantities of tea 
and coffee, very rarely allowing themselves 
any other beverage. The life of a Hindoo is a 
continued series of industry ; and though they 
are by no means quick at their occupations, they 
are exceedingly delicate and nice. They are the 
most perfect wire-drawers, weavers, and artificers, 
in the world, and are very apt imitators. Euro- 
peans are astonished to see them produce so 
many things with so few tools ; but they have a 
great ad^'antage over us, which is, that they can 
use ther feet as well as their hands. They are 
bad designers, but good colourists ; they use hi 
their dyes the juice of vegetables, expres^red from 
roots, and pever metals. 
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The artificers Train Bengal are surprisingljr 
skilful ; their linen cloth is so fine, that pieces aJT 
great breadth may be drawn through a commoix 
ring. They will fine-draw apiece of torn musliitt 
so curiously, that it is impossible to find the seam ; 
and put together broken pieces of glass ami 
china so artfully that no eye can discover that 
they were ever severed. Their goldsmiths are 
extremely curious in works of fillagree, at very- 
low prices. 

The Indians are lovers of poetry, and their 
fables are much celebrated. They have but a 
slight acquaintance with history, and still less 
with metaphysicks. The most profitable of their 
sciences to those who study them, are astrology 
and medicine* The face of the heavens is well 
known to their astronomers, who are able to 
calculate eclipses ; but the people in general 
are much terrified at these phenomena. When a 
physician is consulted, he must guess the malady, 
and if he be right in his conjectures, the patient 
places the most unbounded confidence in his 
skill. In the knowledge of the pulse they have 
a wonderful degree of sagacity, but of anatomy 
they are totally ignorant. 

Their geographers teach that the earth is a tri» 
angular plane, surrounded by seven seas of milk» 
sugar, butter, and wine ; but they do not at* 
tempt to explain how all these things have so 
little influence on the atmosphere. Their moral 
writing^ ai'e mimerous and excellent. Of their 
sacred volumes they make a particular study. 

Benarus, a city situated on the Ganges, in a 
very beautiful and fertile country, is the Athens 
puid general school of India. There are no col- 
leges nor classes, however, as. in Europe* Accord* 
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^g to the custom of the ancients, the masters are 
dispersed about the toMm, having each from five 
to ten disciples, whom they instruct as they walk 
in the beautiful gardens of the suburbs ; the pro- 
prietors of which consider it both a pleasure and 
an honour to receive them. 

The Hindoos marry from the age of six years 
to sixteen ; but they do not live together till they 
are thirteen. The ceremony takes place in the 
presence of a Bramin, who offers up his prayers 
for their welfere, and gives them his benediction ; 
the priests also name the new-bom infants. 

Because the Hindoos look upon marriage as 
dne of the most happy acts in a man's life, the 
match is made at an early period, to prevent the 
possibility of dying in a single state, which is 
considered as a great misfortune* As soon aS 
the contract is made between the parents, mes* 
sengers and presents are sent to those of the 
maiden, accompanied with drums and trumpets^ 
^ well as songs in praise of her accomplishments. 
In return presents are sent back to the bride- 
groom in token of their acceptance of the nuptial 
oflfer. On the day apixjinted by the Bramins 
for the ceremony, the bridegroom, attended by 
the sons of all the persons of the same trade in 
the town, some on horseback, others in palan- 
kins and coaches, proceed through the chief 
streets accompanied with musick and gilded pa^ 
geatits* The bridegroom is distinguished from 
the rest by a crown on his head, richly adorned 
with jewels. 

On the following day the bride, attended by 
all ^he maidens in her feimily, returns home to 
be joined in wedlock. A fire is kindled and 
placed between the parties, to intimate the ar« 
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few tuma more round the pit, on a sudden leaps 
into it ; the company at the same time throw in 
fagots and pots of oil, with a view of dispatch- 
in|^ her the sooner, while drums are beaten^ and 
trumi)ets sounded, to stifle the hideous shrieks 
which are sent forth by the wretched victim. 
Sometimes the wife seats herself upon the pile 
before it is kindled, near her husband's corpse, 
holding his head in her lap, and thus heroioedly 
sacrifices her life to her affection* 

The Parses, a colony of the ancient worship- 
pers of fire, are principally distinguished from 
the natives by a long beard* They eat all kinds 
of provisions indiscriminately* Their privileged 
animal is die cock, which they both hunt and sa- 
crifice to the sun ; but the constant object of their 
adoration is fire, which they preserve alight iii 
their temples with as much care and solicitude as 
did the vestals of antiquity. They never throw 
any thing into the fire that can defile it ; and they 
shudder and stand aghast if any one spits into it, 
or throws water on it. They never extinguish it, 
but leave it to die away. They are so far from 
preventing the progress of a conflagration, that 
they augment it by casting into the flames their 
furniture and ck>thes. 

They neither bury nor bum .their dead, but 
leave them to deqay in the open air, in enclo- 
sures prepared for the purpose. The Parses are 
depositaries of the volumes of Zoroaster. This 
great legislator has regulated in his writings 
the minutest ceremonies of their religion, and 
the form of prayer which is to precede all their 
oblations. They have a great veneration for mar*, 
riage, and think it conducive to eternal happiness* 
Vol. XL D 
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The ceremony is never performed in their 
churches^ but at home. The joining of hands, 
and declaration of their intentions, ai*e very si- 
milar to the mode uded in this country. The 
marriage feast continues eight days. 

The excessive heat renders shady groves 
of great value to the Indians : every art that ima- 
gination can invent is employed to introduce re- 
freshing gales into their houses, which are built 
in airy situations, with subterraneous passages, 
water-works, &c. Their only instruments to 
measure time consist of a sort of clepsydra. 
Their cities are composed of mean cottages. All 
their luxury is exhibited in raised pavilions, se- 
parated from the bouses, in which the men spend 
the day in smoking and conversation, while the 
women amuse themselves within their dwellings. 
Their commerce is considerable, and their mode 
of conveyance is safe, but not very easy. Cara- 
vans are in general preferred, because the com- 
pany mutually accommodate each other. In 
these caravans are sometimes employed a thou- 
sand oxen. For, besides the want of inns to lodge 
passengers, who find them only in great towns, 
the country is infested with robbers, who lurk in 
the woods or deserts, not far distant from the high- 
ways, where they attack vrhole caravans, com- 
monly killing those they overcome, before they 
think of plundering, which obliges the merchants 
to hire soldiers, and go well armed. 

The Great Mogul keeps his court at Delhi, 
bis capital. He has constantly near him in the 
citadel, which is equal to a large town, a guard 
of fifty thousand horse, besides immense num- 
bers of infantry. This army is commanded by 
' rajahs, vrlio bring from their provinces forces 
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(or six months only* In the same plfK:e in which 
the king's horses are exercised^ there is a kind of 
market, where jugglers, players, and astrologers 
resort, to tell fortunes ; they sit in the sun, co- 
vered with dust, on a piece of tapestry, with some 
old mathematical instruments, and a book of 
figures, lying before them. 

There is nothing remarkable at the entrance 
of the fortress, except two stone elephants, with 
images of the rajah of Chitor on t«ie, and h'ls 
brother on the other. These are on the sides of 
one of the gates, which having passed through, a 
long and broad street presents itself, divided by 
a caaal of running water, and having on each 
aide a wall i^ five or six feet high, and four feet 
broad* On this elevated place inferior officers 
sit to dispatch business, without any danger of 
being incommoded by the horses and people who 
are passing beneath. 

In the audience*ha]l, the emperor appears 
seated on his throne, with his sons beside him, 
and several eunuchs attending, to drive away the 
flies with peacocks' tails. From this place he 
beholds beneath him all the rajahs and ambas- 
sadors, who stand in tlie royal presence upon a 
raised floor, enclosed with silver rails, ^ith their 
eyes fixed on the ground, and their hands across 
their breasts. At a small distance from the 
rails, the people are assembled in crowds ; for 
there, every day about noon, the Great Mogul 
gives general audience to his subjects of all 
i*anks. 

This assembly lasts about an hour and a half, 
during which time that monarch is diverted 
with viewing his horses, elephants, leopards, 
and other wild beasts. They who come thither 
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to seek for justice, hold up their petitioiis ; vhleti 
when the emperor observes, he causes them to 
be brought to him to be read ; then ordering the 
parlies to approach, he examines them, and often- 
causes justice to be executed oil the spot. 

Next to the hall of audience i^the hall of ab- 
lution ; which is very spacious and handsome ; 
and here the emperor receives all accounts, and 
examines the most important affairs of state. 

The emperor's body-guard consists of women, 
who are extremely well disciplined, and never 
quit the seraglio: among them are established 
all the different degrees of rank which prevail 
among men. In like manner, there is a council 
of experienced matrons, who correspond with the 
ministers, and^bear the title of their post or 
province, so that they may be considered as the 
pilots of the empire. This correspondence is 
carried on by writing, or by means of the eunuchs. • 
The monarch prides himself on the strict ad- 
ministration of justice. Nothing can be better 
regulated than the interior government of hia 
palace. Amongst ten thousand women, and a& 
many eunuchs, every thing is so well arranged, 
that a dispute rarely happens ; but each indivi- 
dual abundantly and quietly enj(^s the necessa- 
ries and comforts (^ life. The sultanas, ^vour- 
ites, and princesses, are surrounded with a pro- 
fusion of magnificence ; but beyond these par- 
ticulars, not a word transpires of what passes in 
this voluptuous abode, where every pleasure, 
every enjoyment, every charm, are united for the 
gratification of one man. 

Besides the army at Delhi, there is always a 
considerable one at Agra, the other capital. £x- 
cl|isive of those, the smallest village has two 
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inaw and six foot soMiersy wbo act as apwa for 
government, and send an account of all trans- 
actions. Every town has its garrison ; and the 
rajahs, who are so many petty sovereigns, «l* 
ways support a numerous troop ready to march* 
One of them claims his descent ifom Porus, and 
constantly Jieeps on foot a very large army. The 
Mogul maintams five hundred elephanto, and 
hb {u*senals ccmtain an immense quantity of am* 
monition* He i»ovides the fimds necesssary for 
these enormous expenses from the patrimony of 
the persons in liis . pay, who, great and small, 
hold all their proper^ under him ; from the fer* 
tUity of the Hindostah lands, c^ which he is the 
pn^nietor, and whose cultivators art merely the 
husbandmen; and, lastly, from the duties and 
taxes upon commerce, which, united, produce an 
amazing i^venue* 

If credit is to be given to a traveller #ho 
carefully examined on the spot the commerce of 
the empire, ^1 the silver of Mexico, and all the 
gold of Peru, after having circulated in Europe 
and Asia, at length falls into the Mogul's em* 
pire, frpm whence it nerer retaims* This is the 
course of its circulation : one part is transported 
into Turiay for the commocUties drawn from 
thence ; from Turkey the money passes through 
Smyrna into Persia for silks, which are brought 
from that coumry ; from Persia it enters Hin* 
dostan through the commerce of Moka, BabeU 
mandel, fiassora, Scc« • Moreover, a part ^ws im- 
mediately from Europe into India, through the 
dsmnel of Europeans, particulaiiy the Dutch ; 
ahnost all the money which the latter draw from 
Japan being carried into the Mogul suites. It is 
tnie, that Hindostan> fertile as it is, draws some 
D2 



d by Google 



commo^ties Trom other countries ; sis copper 
from Japan» lead from England, spices and ele« 
phants from Ceylon, horses from Arabia, Pei> 
sia, and Tartary ; but in general the roerchsoits 
are paid in goods, consequently the gold and sil^ 
ver of the universe enters Hindostan by a thou- 
sand different ways, and has scarcely any one 
left for return* It flows, by means of imposts^ 
into the emperor's tiieasury, from whence it ne- 
ver issues in proportion to its entrance* He ha^ 
also a diamond mine in his dominions, of which 
the largest and most beauti&l productions are hit 
proper^. 

Nothing can be more simple than the admi- 
nistration of ju^ce in this kingdom* All tfa^ 
subordinate cheers follow precisely the same 
line of conduct in their several departments «i 
the emperor does at Agra and Delhi. Justice 
is dispensed by them. The care of the police is 
committed to an officer called Kotwall^ whose 
duty it is to prevent drunkenness, to suppress all 
places of debauchery, and to apprehend robbers ; 
and the more effectually to excite his atten* 
tion and zeal, he is made personally responsible 
for robberies* He is obliged to apprise the em« 
peror, or his representative, of all domestick im- 
proprieties ; and exercises, in this respect, a kind 
of inquisition, by means of his sptifes, chosen 
from among the workmen who are employed 
about the houses, the servants, slaves, and others ; 
he also has a military force at his command to 
repress all disturbances. 

There is no delay in the administration of jus- 
tice in the Mogul's dominions* Without any of 
tho9e formalities and rules which protract caus^ 
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in our courts^ every one opens his case, and 
{rfeadB his own cause ; and the circumstances are 
examined, witnesses heard, and sentence imme- 
diately passed, which is, in general, as equitable 
as it IS prompt. Death-warrants are all presented 
at the emperor's triUmal, and none of them are 
executed until he has ratified them on three dif- 
ferent days* It cannot be denied, however, that 
bribery and subornation are to be found in Hin* 
dostan as well aa^ in other countries ; but when 
instances of this^ind are discovered, both the 
•fidse witnesses anocorrupt judges are put to death. 
Although the customs observed in this great em* 
pire may not be all free fit>m barbarity, the go- 
vernment of the Great Mogul is certainly, upon 
the whole, not inferior to that of many well-re- 
jgulated European nations. 
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ISstory of the Moguls and Tartars^ Jrom the 
time of JenghU Kharu 

GREAT Tartary is dividod into East and 
West. Eastern Tartary is possessed bv se- 
veral nations, who, being subject to the Maor* 
chews, the present masters of China, go \yf tliat 
general name* Western Tartary, which is con- 
siderably more extensive than the other, is also 
4Kx:upied by a great number of nations or tribes 
of people, who call themselves Mungls or Mo* 
guls, but by other nations they are called Moguls 
or Tartars indifferently. 

These Moguls, after vainous revolutions, be- 
came divided into three branches ; viz. the Mo- 
guls properly so called, the Kalkas, and the 
Eluths; of these the latter are better known 
by the name of KalmUks. The origin of the ap- 
pellations is uncertain. 

This extensive country is divided by moun* 
tains abounding with game and ferocious ani- 
mals, such as lions, tigers, and othera peculiar 
to that climate, into vast and fertile plains, which 
are watered with small and large rivers, abound- . 
ing with fish. Here are immense tracts of pas- 
tm^age ; and the deserts are so called, only be- 
cause they are not inhabited by man ; for ex- 
cepting some spots at considerable distances from 
one another, they are covered with tall and busby 
herbagei though wood is not plentifiil in them. 
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Some of the Tartar tribes are stationaiy, others 
are wandering. The Camps of the latter, intersect- 
ed like the different quarters of a town, and form- 
ed of tents covered with cloths of various colours, 
present a very agreeable spectacle. In winter 
the tents are covered with felt, which renders 
them imp>enetrable to the rigour of the season* 
The women are lodged in small wooden houses, 
which can be packed up in a few minutes, when- 
ever they wish to remove their quarters. 

Tartary is the highest land in the worid, 
which renders it cold in comparison with other 
places in the same latitude. From this country 
mighty empires have arisen, and from it anciently 
issued forth the conquerors of India, and the pre- 
sent possessors of China. In this country, during 
many revolving centuries, bloody wars were 
waged, and battles fought, which decided the 
fete of empires* There the treasures of south« 
em Asia have frequently been collected, and 
as often dissipated. In these, now almost deserted 
lands, the arts ^md sciences once were success- 
fully cultivated and protected ; and here flou- 
rished proud and powerful cities, now buried in 
ruins and forgotten. 

The Tartar countenance has a national cha- 
racter, distinguishing it from every other. Some 
of the inhabitants are obliging and polite, others 
brutal and rude. In general, they are endowed 
with excellent dispositions, being inclined to 
cheerfulness, and neither addicted to caprice nor 
melancholy. They always appear contented, 
and value an object, not according to its beauty 
or novelty, but in proportion to its utility. They 
preserve their genealogy with the greatest care, 
and have a high respect for that science : to 
otl\ers they are different, and are impatient of 
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all re8tl:^nt and ceremonies. They excel inborn- 
mansbip, are dexterous hunters* and skilful arch- 
ers. Their arms consist of the bow and arrow, 
lance, and sabre. They fight on horseback ; their 
horses are stout and vigorous, qualities more es- 
timable in their opinion than beauty. They 
have camels, sheep, and the largest oxen in the 
world. • Mutton and horse-flesh are the only ani- 
mal fi)od which they will eat. From the milk of 
various animals mixed together, they have the 
art of making a fermented liquor, with which 
they regale themselves to intoxication. 

Commerce is carried on only between neigh- 
bouring tribes, and chiefly by barter* They sirt 
acquainted with the accursed trade in slaves^ 
whom they sell to the Turks and Persians* From 
this trade flows their wealth, and when they can- 
not entrap strangers, they steal and condemn to 
bondage the offspring of their own countrymen* 

Polygamy among the tribes is general : a wo- 
man of forty is no longer noticed by them, and 
is considered as useful only to superintend the 
young girls, and to toil in all kinds of domestick 
drudgery. Children are educated in their fa- 
ther's profession ; and with such a reverential 
awe of him,that it continues after his death. They 
afford him the most pompous funeral which 
their circumstances ^will admit^ and pay an an^ 
nual visit to his tomb ; while thaj/ of the mother 
is foi'gotten, and no honourable remembrance is 
bestowed on her. Some tribes biiry, and some 
bum their dead. Even in the deserts, the re have 
been found funei'al monuments, which prove that 
with the deceased they likewise interred horses, 
arms, jewels, and most probably slaves, whose 
skeletons are r^ged neai' the distinguished corpse. 
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In such situations there have also been disco* 
vered undamaged houses, and manuscripts in the 
language of Thibet* 

The ancient religion of the Tartars acknow- 
ledged the existence of one God ; now they are 
separated into two sects, viz. Mohammedans, and 
worshippers of the Lamas, who derive their on* 
gin from Fohi. The residency of the Grand 
L»ama is at Thibet. The possessions of the la- 
mas or {mests consist of flocks and land, which 
they have the right of transmitting to each other. 
The people beheve that Fohi, to whom, in the 
pulpit, they give the appellation of God, assumes 
a human form, and resides at Thibet, where they 
offer him their adorations under the title of Grand 
Lama* His representatives live in the utmost 
splendour, and receive the worship c^ the Tartars. 
They pretend that the Grand Lama is immortal, 
though he sometimes disappears. In the temple 
of the reigning idol a child is educated, and ac- 
customed from his earliest infancy to divine 
honours* The Lama's science is confined to his 
reading the sacred volumes in the Thibet tongue. 
The recitation of their liturgy is solemn and me- 
lodious, in which ceremony consists almost the 
whole of their religious rites. 

The government of the Tartars may be term- 
ed patriarchal, each father being absolute master 
in his own family* Several families united form 
a tribe, and several tribes a nation, whose chief, 
denominated Khan, is elected by other chiefs, 
usually from the tribe of him whom he succeeds. 
Each tribe inarches to battle under a standard 
bearing its name, surmounted with a figure of 
some favourite animal, as a hoi*se, a camel, Sec. 
The Tartars give annually two tenths of their 
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harvesUf Socks, or whatever their i^venue con- 
sists in, one tenth to their khan, and the other 
to their tribe. When summoned, they are an 
obliged to take up arms, and plunder is their 
only pay. 

The empire of the Moguls, upon the history 
of which we are now entering, is one of the 
most surprising phenomena that has ever ap- 
peared on the theatre of the world ; it may 
therefore claim the reader's particular attention, 
whether its rise, its extent, or the rapidity of 
its progress, be considered. The Moguls arc 
but tribes of Tartars, who lived about the mid* 
die of that extensive country, and till, the time 
of Jenghis Khan they were confounded with 
the other tribes : by the conquests of that hero, 
their names have since been immortalized. ' 

It was imagined that the Arabs had carried 
their victorious arms to the full extent even of 
the desires of ambition itself; and that no hu« 
man power could ever exceed the efforts of that 
people, who, in the compass of seventy years, 
subdued more countries than the Romans had 
conquered in five hundred : but the Moguls have 
far transcended the Arabs, and from as small a 
l^eginning acquired a much larger empire in less 
time. Jenghis Khan extended his dominions 
through a space of more than eight hundred 
leagues from east to west, and above one thou- 
sand from north to south, over the most power- 
ful and wealthy kingdoms of Asia : hence he is 
with justice acknowledged as the greatest prince 
who ever filled the eastern throne $ and histori- 
ans have bestowed upon him the highest titles 
that* flattery and servility have ever contributed 
to offer to the possessor of sovereign power. 
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Ifht «iicetrt6rs of this great conqueror were 
renowned for their valour, by which they gra- 
idcfaRy augmented the originally narrow extent 
trf their dominion. His &ther Ptsuka first brougKt 
'under his command the greater part of the chiefs 
tjfthe Mogul nations. After this, having re- 
ceived an affront from the tribe of Su-Moguls 
^r Tartars, he entered their territory, which he 
piliaged ; and being opposed by Temujin Khan', 
with several tribes, who came to drive him awaiy, 
fe put them to flight, after a bloody battle, and 
wtumed to his own country covered with honour. 
"to commemorate this victory, he gave the name 
'of the vanquished khan to a son, of which his 
wife was shortly after delivered, calling hiniL 
Temujin- This child is said to have been bom 
with congealed blood in his hands, from which 
die astrologers ftwetold that he would overcome 
all his enemies in battle, and at length attain 
to the dignity of Grand Khan of Tartary. Pi- 
suka chose for a tutor to his son, a man of ex^ 
ahed parts, and extensive erudition ; but before 
the child bad attained his ninth year, he showed 
a dislike to any other pursuit than that of 
■arms* 

Tartary was at this time separated into nume- 
rous tribes, the most powerful of which was that 
of the Karaits, situated between Mount Altay and 
Eastern Tartary, whose chieftain bore the title of 
Great Khan. China, called also Kitay, was divided 
into two parts : the northern was subject to the 
Kins or Eastern Tartars, from whom are descend* 
ed the Manchews, the actual possessors of China. 
Several small sovereignties existed in its vicinity. 
On the western side of Mount Altay, as far as 
the Caspian sea, reigned also many petty princes, 

Vol. XI. E 
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»mie of whom were independent^ and otheimtnlMi; 
tary to the Persian^and Russians. 

At Pbuka's death, Temujin was but thirteen 
jears of age, and the various hordes suMuec! l^ 
the father, expected easily to free themselves 
from tiveyoke of the infant son. Guided how^ 
ever by his mother Uiun, a woman ofextraor^ 
dtnary abilities and courage, Temujin put hirxh 
self at the head of his troops, engaged the rebels, 
and forced them to return to their allegiances 
This battk spread his fame throughout all Tai?f 
tary; nctwithsUnding which, he experience^ 
some checks so conuderable as to oblige him to 
seek refuge at the court of the Great Khan« 
This sovereign bad been under some obligations 
to Pisuka ; and fi-om a remembrance of these, as 
well as from a sentiment of esteem for th^ 
youthful Temujin, he reinstated the prince io 
his authority, and gave him his daughtei* in maiv 
riage; which conduct so offended one of thi^ 
neighbouring khans, that he made war against 
the Great or Vang Khan, and detiironed him* 
Shortly after, Temujin assembled a formidable 
army ; and, having gained a briUiant victory, re* 
placed Pisuka on his throne. His success waf 
greatly tarnished by the horrible cruelty that suc- 
ceeded it. He ordered seventy large cauldnms 
to be filled with water, and made to boil ; and iiir 
to these he threw the chief rebels. He afterward* 
marched to the habitations of the revoltera, car- 
ried away all their effects, and condemned their 
clildren to perpetual slavery. 

These successes, the merit of which was entirely 
uscribed to Temujin, excited envy at the court ^ 
the Grettt Khan, who began to harbour suspl* 
cioiia to the prejudice of bis son-in-law* Temujii|» 
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faav!]%^eA lAformed of the secret intrigues car- 
ried on against htm, empkyyed every lenient 
method that prudence suggested, in order to un- 
deceive his fiither* Finding his attempts fbr this 
{Hiipose inefiectaal, he in his ovm defence form- 
c;d a league with several princes, adfnirers of his 
warlike talents, and attracted by his affable^ man* 
tiers and his valtfable presents* Both parties had 
recourse to arms, and a decishre battle ^as 
Ibught, in which the khan iras slain. Tetnujin 
<ih this, took possession of the empire ; but not 
without experiencing muoh opposition from his 
former detractors, whom, however, he reduced 
to his authority. 

Temujin was at that time forty yearrs of age ; 
when, seeing himself master of very extensive 
dominions, he adopted the resohition to legiti* 
«iate his power, by the pubfick homage of aU the 
princes within his dominions. He convoked tliem 
ikt Karakorom his capital, where they all met on 
the fl|)potntedday clothed in wlute, aasong whom 
wore the princes of the blood attired like the rest. 
The emperor, with a diadem encircling his brow, 
advanced into the midst of this august assembly, 
seated himself on the throne, and received tiie 
compliments of the khans and other nobility, 
^ho offered up prayers for his heahh and prospe* 
t^ty* They then proceeded to confirm to him 
iind his successors the sovereignty of the Mogul 
£)npire. After some subsequent victories^ he 
renewed a similar inauguration at the head of 
his army, with less pompous ceremonial, b\xt 
thuch more affecting simplicity. He took his 
^ace on an ornamented seat, on an eminence of 
t6rf, whence he harangued the assembly witlr 
ftn ^loqtience' that was natural to him. His dis- 
course being ended, he sat down on a iHec^ of 



d by Google 



40 * ^IMSOSTAV. 

Mack felt which had be«n spread od the eajsclry; 
and the orator appointed for the occastoa ad- 
dcessed him in the following terms: i^ However- 
*• great the power you possess, O prince, you 
^ hold it ^m heaven; God will prosper your 
^ undertaking if you govern your subjects with 
" justice. If, on the contrary, you abuse the lui- 
^ thority lodged in your hands, you will become 
^\ black as the feit on which you sit^ wretched 
^ and an outcast." Seven khans then respect^ 
fully assisted him to rise, conducted him to the 
throne, and proclaimed hitn chief of all the 
Mogul empire. Kokja, one of his relativea, w^a 
present; a man who, by stiictly. practising ^^ 
rigid duties of religion, had gained the reputa- 
tioh of being inspired. He approached theprince, 
and said) '^ I am come by the commsovd c^ 
^\ God, to inform you, that it is hit pleattip^ 
^\ you shoukl hencefoith take the n^ne of Jeng^ 
^[ his Khan ^ and you must pii^Ush it to your 
" sukjcQts, that in future they may give you that 
" appellation.'* This title signifies t^ gr»4iU^ 
^kan of Kham, The inauguqktiQR was ratified 
by the most extravagant demonsU-ations of py# 
The Moguls, persuaded of the truth of the reve- 
lation, considered the , rest of the world as a fit 
subject for conquest, which belcwiged by divine 
r^ht to their Great T-han. When the^mperor bad 
tkanked the people for the marks of love and re* 
spect which they had shown him, he declared his 
i^solution to add to the ancient laws some new 
ordinances, which he said were necessary for their 
welfare- 

From this time, the Moguls thought only of war^ 
apd those who resisted them appeared in their 
eyes to be commuting a crin^ against the sove^ 
f^ignty of Heaven* ThQi^e was nq ei^terpri^, hoWr 
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ever hazardous, which Jenghis Khan did not 
think himself equal to accom^ish. His ambi- 
don, however, might perhaps have been satisfied 
with Tartary in its natural staite, without walls 
or fortresses, had not the sovereign cf the Kin, 
or northern part of China, imprudently de- 
manded of him the same tribute as was paid him 
bf princes whom he had dethroned, and whose 
authority he had usurped. This claim irritated 
the haughty com^ueror, who said in a sneering 
tone " The Chinese ought to have the son of 
^ Heaven for their master, but, at present, they 
^ know not how to choose a man." Neither the 
great wall built for the defence of China against 
tihe invasions of the Tartars, nor any other forti* 
fications, could arrest the victorious progress of 
his troops* They poured like a torrent over 
Chioa, routed its armies, desc^ed the country, 
and amassed immense treasures. The cities, and 
even the royal residence, fell into the hands of 
Jenghis Khan, by unforeseen, events, which he 
had neither a right to^ expect nor hope fon In the 
short space of five years, the Mogul beheld him- 
self the master of £dl that extensive territory. He 
appointed Muhuli, his experienced general, go- 
vernor and lieutenant, with the title of king 
which was-ta descend to his posterity ; while he 
himself determined to make the- domains of Mo> 
hammed, sultan^ of Karazm, the boundary of his 
empire. Of tliis intention he informed Moham- 
med, who> having heard from the and>assador 
of all the conquests which Jenghis had made, 
gave, at first, but little credit to the account ; he 
therefore took him aside, and offered him very con- 
siderable presents, in order to induce him to be 
open and sincere. The ambassador pcob^ 
E2 
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tested before God^ that he had not exa||^i*8^lei|. 
in his narration, adding^ at the same time 9 that be 
would know this to his cost, if, at any time, he 
should have any difference with his tnaster. At 
this the soltan was very angry : ** I know not,'' 
ssud he, ^' what your master means, by sendii^ 
^ to tell me that he has conquered so many pro* 
^ vinces. Do you know, or does he know, of 
** how great extent my empire is ? or upon what 
^^ grounds does he pretend to be greater than I 
« am?" 

The ambassador, willing to soClen matters, 
aaid, ^^ I know that you are more powerful than 
^ my sovereign, but as he is my master I ana 
<^ behind to obey him, and I assure you that hift 
^ intentions are good*" This piece of well-timed 
flattery so paciii^ the ai;dtan, that he. consented 
to all that the ambassador had proposed, and a 
treaty of peace was ccmcluded between tbsnu 

After this accommodation, the harmany that 
subsisted between the empires was e9 great, thttt 
a person might travel fnomone to the other with* 
out the smallest interruption* At length, how* 
ever, sultan Mohammed became jealous of the 
greatness of Jenghis Khan, and treated the Mo» 
guls with less respect than before ; at the same 
Ume his subjects commiued such acts of hosjtUi^v 
as obliged Jenghis to complain* This complaietr 
however, did not alter his pacifick intentions* 

Mohammed had a very dangeroua enemy nt 
Nasser, caliph of Bagdad, to whom he haid . be- 
haved with a considerable degree of haughtiness* 
Excited with a desire of revenge, the catiph oooh 
ceived the idea of forming a strict alliance with. 
Jenghis Khan. He made the.pn^>osal to his couo- 
til) and thQ affair was debated) when the seaiayi 
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kw t9 intveduce the eoeviiea of God into the 
wintry of true believers* Tathi&objectioQ Naaoar 
ic^ed : '^ A Mohanim<;daD tyrant i& worse tkaa 
^an iniidd* When dcbtmction thrsalensy w^ 
^ must etoploy eveiy efibrt to ward off the Wew*** 
Tbe i:aEph*s argumento prevailed, and an expreM 
Vfts c&sf»tched into Tartary* Lest, howevory 
tbe messenger should be surprised, and his cre- 
4emials fall into the hands of the enemy, the 
whole plan was engraved on his head, by mcaa* 
of a needle and coloured drug8* As soon as the 
bair was a littk grown* be set ofF^ and on his ar* 
Rval be was shaved, and the Caliph's intentiofis 
wcoe ttade knowo. Jengbis Khm\ apfHoved the 
prafeot of 4|tian«liing with Mohammed, and re- 
tUTDed for answer ; ^^ I have juat concluded % 
*< treaty of peace with him, therefore it wouU 
^^ not ^ coneistenil to declare war immediately ; 
^ b^ I viU do SQ» tbe very first cause of cooa- 
^ pIftiQit that QccHTi, which cannot be at any great 
^ distanee^ between two great empires so conti-^ 
*^ guous to each other." The expected oppoiv 
tumty aooo occurred* Some Tartiur mercha^ils 
W0ee ioflulted and plundered by Mohammed's 
qibjecta* and be aeglected to make the proper 
nsatiUHioRi notwithstanding the remonstrances of 
Xeogfais Kban* The dispute of private pei*sona 
became that of the sovereigns v they were both 
ioceiMed» and hostile preparations commenced 
on each side* 

The Great Kban assembled his forces, and ex- 
plamed to them the motives which induced him 
to aUack the sultan of ILarazm. Previously to 
his departure, he ordered recruits to be raised . 
tbroughout his dprninionsy jand 3ent after, him^ 
at the* same time he gave these laws to bis 
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forces: " Whoever shall fly, without hating^ 
•* fought, howcYcr great the danger or dfc^ 
^ reastance, shall be punished wkh death* ijf 
^ any see their comrades engaged in battle^ «Qrai 
^do not afford them succour, they shall suffer 
^ death/' He instituted other and very naki«ftc^. 
regulatkms ; and then provided by his will fow 
the tranquillily of the state, should he be cut off 
in the expedition. 

Every thing being now ready for the war, the 
khan detached his son with a large body of troopr 
towards Turkestan, and then marched himael^ 
with his army to attack the domlnicms of suUan 
Mohammed. As this expedition was the XHigiiv 
of the important irruption of the Moguls sand 
Tartars into the southern parts of Asia, it will 
be proper to^ consider what Was the state of thlar 
part of ^he world at this epoch. 

Southern China, governed by emperors of a 
pacifick di^)osition, could cause no uneasiness ta 
the khan, and the Northern was under his own * 
command. The whole of Tartary, and a conM- 
derable part of Turkestan, acknowledged his au- 
thority. The rest was in the possession of Mo- 
hammed, who was likewise master of Great Buk- 
hada, Xarazm, whence his monarchy derived 
its name, and likewise held in subjection all 
Persia, Persian Irak, and the frontiers bf India* 
He raised an army of five hundred thousand men ; 
but these* forces were hia leust and only dependence* 
He could expect no aid from Georgia, none from^ 
Armenia, whose sovereigns were pleased to 
find an opportunity of freemg themselves from 
their annual tribute, nor any reinforeementsv 
from the princes of Egypt and the adjacent 
countries) which had been desolated by the 
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qgnsadera; much less from the caliph of Bagdiw^ 
IkU securest enemy^ who was possessed of Arabian 
Ij:«lc,'Chaldea, and the three Arabias, nor fvom 
t^ Selj£^ of Anatolia^ nor the Greek emperor^ 
|i^ were engaged in hoetilities against each otherii 
Thc^ resources were denied to Mohanuned^ wha 
fyoni bimself aioo^y exposed to tlie violence of a 
torrent, the course of whic^ he had not had the 
prudence to divert. 

Mohammed by forced marches arrived at the 
faoi^rs of Turkestan^ with a view of cutting 
off the retreat of Juji, Jenghis Khan's son. Th^ 
geiierals who accompanied Juji advised him to 
fetire in good order* The prince, however, re- 
jected this advice, as unworthy of his courage 
and character. He arranged his troops, and led 
t^9i with confidence to the charge. The Mo- 
gul^ animate by the exionple of their princ^, 
pMurfbimed wcjnders in the action ; sp that thc^ 
epemy, nqt^ithslanding their si^periority, were gu 
tbie point cf %ing9 if th^ sultan, finding that bi|i 
presence could not revive tbe courage o| his spil- 
diei^ had fiot. called upon them to stand'their 
g^und .only for a few minutes, t^l darkness 
sliQittld separate them. They obeyed this com- 
xiia^ and ^us saved him from the shame of 
seeing bis whde army fly before an inferor nunv* 
l^^ of the Mogul fotx:es. 
, Ju}i, contented with the honour acquired in 
this engagement, caused great fires to be lighted 
in sev^BsA places of his camp, and retreated 
silently in the night* When he rejoined hit 
fi^ther witfi the troops under his command, hf 
was joyfully received, and rewarded with prc% 
seirts ier lua gaJUant behaviour. , 

^ytv9i ^iU«»feU loathe hs^nds of J^o^i^ 



d by Google 



4^ HINliOSTAir. 

but his object was to get possession of '. 
the centre of the sultan's dominions, and wher 
all his wealth was lodged. He laid siege to it^ 
and after having remained before it for several 
fnonths> the principal of the inhabitants surreii- 
dered ; but those who were displeased with thi» 
conduct retired with the governor to the castle^ 
i^solvlng to hold out to the last extremity. 

When Jenghis had taken possession of Bo- 
chara, he entered on horeeback into the great 
mosque, and asked merrily if it was the sultan's 
palace* On being told it was the house of 
God, he alighted ; and giving the principal 
magistrate his horse to hold, ascended into the 
gallery where the ecclesiasticks usually sat, and 
threw the Koi^an under his horse's feet; the 
soldiers at the same time began to eat and drink 
in the temple, without the least regard to the 
ftacredness of the place. He then retired to tht^ 
camp, and assembled the chief mien of the place» 
Whom he commanded to deliver up all the trea* 
sures that had been hidden^ 

Tiie inhabitants, dreading his vengeance, sur* 
rwidered all their property, with which for a 
time he seemed satisfied; but understanding 
afterwards that several ^Idiers were concealed 
in the town, he ordered it to be set on fii-e, so 
that nothing remained but the sultan's palace, 
constructed of stone, and a few brick houses, 
the rest having been built of wood. The castle, 
which l^ad held out a long time after the city 
yielded, surrendered at discretion, and was de*^ 
molished ; but the governor and garrison had their 
Ibes spared. 

It would exceed the limits of this work to en- 
ter into the ^niculars of all th6 ckin taken 
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tloh made by the Great Khan was like that 
of a thuader-bolt bursting over several countries 
at once, involving them in flames and ruin. 
The celeritjr and extent of the military, exploits 
of Jenghis cannot be illustrated by a more ap- 
posite comparison. Never were those of any 
conqueror so destructive. His generals rushed 
on every part of the whole empire of Karazm 
at once, and* enveloped it in one conflagration* 
The most beautiful and flourishing cities were re- 
duced 10 heaps of ashes. Although the sultan 
employed every eflbrt to succour his wretched 
dominions, his armies were constantly defeated 
in general engagements ; and the few partial 
advantages which they obtained, served only to 
retanl for a short time, the ruin of some parti- 
cular cities and countries, and to give a lustre tp 
Uie names of some of his captains. One of these^ 
Malek, after having performed prodigies of va- 
lour during the siege of Khojend, escaped out of 
tbe place by stratagem. To destroy the bridge 
of communication, which was the only obstacle 
tp his escape, he caused a sally to be made, and 
vhile tbe commanding ofiBcer attacked those who 
defended the head of the bridge, seveml bark^t 
filled with combustible matter, set fire to the pon- 
toons of w.hich it was composed, and thi^i open- 
ed a way for the fleet, which swiftly drove down 
the stream* 

The Moguls contented themselves with ob- 
serving the motions of Malek, imagining that 
Ibe could not escape, as a cliaio had been draviii 
across the channel at Tonkat, which, however, 
he. found means to cut in the night, and pass 
ihrougb^ though not .without a great loss of 
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men. Affixing, at length, at a pltcfc iR^eteth^ 
river was extremely narrow and shallow, te 
escaped by land, wlule his family safely arrived 
at a town belonging to sultan Mohammed* "Ma- 
lek fought his way from one eminence to another. 
His followers being at length cut off, and findin]^ 
himself pursued by three Moguls, he discharged 
an arrow at the foremost of them, which, striking 
him in the eye, so intimidated his companions, 
that they all stopped, and Malek escaped to a 
neighbouring town called Kent. 

Mohammed, harassed without intermission^ 
seeing the cities of Khojend, Samarcand, Herat, 
and other important places, submitting to th6 
enemy; and despairing of his cause, arrived 
at a small town on the borders of the Caspian 
Sea. While a prey to the bitterest reflections, 
and endeavouring to find consolation in religion, 
the duties of which he practised with great fer- 
vour, tidings reached him that the enemy was 
approaching. He had but just time sufficient 
to throw himself on board a small vessel that 
was in readiness. The arrows shot after him 
fell in showers about the vessel in which he had 
embarked. 

The miserable monarch landed on a smalt 
island, and, overwhelmed with affliction, fell ill 
of a pleurisy, which in a very few days carried 
him off, in spite of the skill of his physicians. 
A few xlays before his death, his son Jalaloddin', 
with two of his brothers, went to pay their 
respects to him. On their arrival, the sultati 
6aid to the prince Jalaloddin, ^' You are of all 
* my children the most able to revenge me on 
" the Moguls ; therefore I solemnly revoke the 
*^ act which I formerly made, at the request of 
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¥ the qdtm my mother^ in &Tmir of tay son 
^ Kothboddin*" He then appointed him to he 
hk socoessor, and commanded the other princes 
to obey him* After this declaration, be expired 
fn a ^rnall tent, which had been set tip for him* 
The first gentleman of his bed-chamber washed 
lus body, and wrapped it in a shirt, having^ no 
otbep linen for its interment. Some years after, 
Sdkaiv Jalaloddtn caused his bones to be taken up 
and carried with great pomp into the fortress of 
Ardahan. 

Ja]ak>ddin never had the opportunity of fulfil 
rmg his fiither'a injunctions. History, howereri 
fomiahes but few examples of so determined a 
courage, and such unceasing fortitude in ad- 
versity as this prince evinced on diflferent occa*> 
sions : but, notwithBtan<Kng his unwearied eS^ 
forts, he had the mortification to see his cities be- 
come the i^il of the enemy, and numbers of his 
subjects perish by the sword, besides an immense 
multitude of wo^men and children condemned to 
captivity. The beautiful region of Asia, lately so 
fertile and wealthy, became a desert, and its 
populous cities one pile of rubbish, the haunts of 
wild beasts less savage than its ferocious coo* 
querors. 

To keep his troops in action during the -win- 
ter, JengWs Khan ordered great litinting 
matches to be made on his extensive plains. 
These are performed in the fdlowing manner : 
The huntsmen trace out a circle of several miles 
la circumference, around which the troops are 
ranged : the soldiers then begin to march to the 
«ound of martial musick, and^continue gradually 
to advance altogether towards the centre, driv^ 
tng before them the anknals within the circle^ 

Vol. XL ¥ 
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but without killing or wounding any of themi 
even of the most ferocious. At night they en^ 
camp in the. saaie order that is observed J» 
wart The march lasts several weeks ; the space 
gradually lessens, and the animals for want oC 
room beginning to mix with one another, ,be^ 
come furious, and - the strongest destroy the 
rest. At length, . when the circle b so di* 
minished that ail the wild beststs may be seea 
together, the martial musick strikes up, and th« 
sounds, together with the shouts and. cries of 
the hui^ersi and soldiers, terrify them to such 
a degree, that they lose all their natural ferocity r$ 
Uons.and tigers are seen to crouch and become 
perfectly tame, and bears and wild boars, I&e 
preatures pf the most timid natures, are affright:* 
ed and confounded. 

The Grand Xhan, accompanied by his sons 
and the principal officei^s, enters the circle first) 
and commences the slaughter, by striking the 
principal animals. He ^en retires to an emt^ 
nence, from which, on a thit)ne erected for 
^he purpose he views the attack of the rest ; and 
none dares to shrink from the contest however 
great the danger may prove. t 

When the princes and great lords have given 
sufficient proof of their courage and agility, the 
young soldiers are allowed to entep the circle^ 
and make what havock they please. On the pre« 
Sent occasion the khan's grand-sons, attended foy 
several young noblemen, approached the throne 
and entreated the monarch to spare the remsHning 
animals ; which request being granted, the troops, 
after an exercise of four monUis, were sent back 
"to their quarters* 

Such was the chase instituted by Jenghtt 
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JLYittiy ixiA the model of which he left to his 
SttCcessoi*s. In something like this manner he 
proceeded against Jalaloddln, encompassing him 
on^fVery sicky ttll he had coined him in a smalt 
island on the borders of the Indus* Reduced to 
this extremity, the sultan determined to attempt a 
decisive blow« He burned all his ships except one 
fer his own family^ to deprive his army of the 
hope of escape ; and then waited with fintitude die 
enemy's approach* His soldiers, surrounded 
&e the animab in the chase, defended them- 
selves like lions and tigers roused from their* 
momentary stupor } but their courage cotllcf 
^t avail t^m by turning the fortune of'the bat- 
tie* They were shortly reduced to seven hun^ 
dred men, a number much too small to sustain 
anoUier attack. The vessd destined to trans* 
port the unhappy family of Jalaloddin had met 
Wkh an irrepari^e accident, and these children 
•f misfortune were doomed to remam on land. 
The prince embraced his ihother, wife, and off* 
spring; and, bursting into tears, tore himself 
mm ^eir endearments, stripped off his cuirass^ 
fitted all his arms, except his sword and bow 
and quivers, and then mounting his horlBC, pltmg-i 
ed into the river. 

Jenghis Khan, desirous of taking Jalaloddin 
alive, ranged his forces in the form of a bow, 
of which the river represented the string* 
When the sultan was in the middle of the ritei*, 
he stopped to insult Jenghis, who was stand- 
ing on the bank applauding his courage. Se* 
veral brave Mogul captmns would have thrown 
Ihemselves into the river to swim after Jaklod- . 
din; the khan, however, would not permit 
them; but turning to his own chikLreny he 
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•aid, ^ Happy tbe son that can boast of suc^ 
^* a father. Ha who can brave the dangera^ 
^^ that this prince has just escaped, can encouA<»' 
*' ter a thousand others ; and a prudent man. a^' 
^' enmky with him must be pei^etually on hitf^ 
" gpard." . 

This compassion and admiration wercr iioww 
ertri but momentaiy^ He 4>rdered JalalocU 
din's family to l>e brought into his presenpe, aiid 
commanded the males, among whom was^ ttxe 
»ultan*s eldest son» to be slain* He afterwards^ 
eihployed diTcrs, to recover the treasures which- 
the prinpe bad thrown ihto the river. 

As 8o«n a6^^ Jalaloddin had landed in India, he^ 
ascembd a tree, to p^s- the night in security 
frooi'the 'w^ beasts ; and or tlie next day, as h<^ 
was -ufidulgiag; i»mself in 'melancholy i«Hectionsr 
FhDe he walked slong the bankft of the river to 
9ee if^any of his people appeared, he perceived a 
troop of iioldiersf with se^e-officersj^hpee^ofi^iiomk 
pix>ved to be. hi« par^Gillar friends. These, at* 
l|ie beginning of the defeat, had found a boat^^ 
ik wliioh t^y sailed aJi-night, -with' much danger 
from the rocks -and the violence of tbe current** 
He was soon aftcrjoined by three hundred^horse^ 
who informed him of four thousand more,* who^ 
had sfl(vedrthemsdve& by swimming a distancer of 
two leagues: the suites went to meet them, and 
engaged to provide for their necessities. In tlie * 
mean time, an officer of his household, who was 
not at tbe battle, knowing that his master and 
many of his people had escaped, ventured to* 
Ipad a large boat with arms, provisbns, money, 
and clothes for his soldiers, and to cross over to 
bira; for which important service the emperor 
ufleru^rds appointed him great steward of his. 
household, and sumamed him the Glory qf Me 
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Faith* And from this time the fortunes of the 
sultan seemed to have agsun changed. Hefoup^ht 
several battles in Hindostan, and was at first 
victorious, making conquests and forming alli- 
ances. But the Indian princes, becoming^ jealous 
of his prosperity, conspired against him, and 
obliged him to pass the Indus. At lettgth, sink- 
ing beneath the weight of his accumulated mis- 
fortunes, he died in obscurity, four years after 
the death of Jenghis Khan ; to whom we must 
now return. 

Jenghis Khan, after the battle with Jalalod- 
din, was obliged by the severity of winter 
to take up his quarters on the border of Hin- 
dostan, in order to repose his harassed army. In 
the following spring he sent out his troops to 
make new conquests. Kandahar, Multan, and 
Gazna, fell before their victorious arms. Oktay, 
the general, had orders to punish the people of 
the last of these places, and no sooner had he 
arrives) in that country, than he fulfilled his 
directions, by exercising all sorts of cruelties* 
The city was provided with every thing ne« 
cessary to sustain a siege; it had a strong 
garrison, and a brave and experienced gover- 
nor ; and the inhabitants, expecting no mercy 
from the khan, were resolved to make a despe- 
rate defence. They made frequent sallies on 
the be^egers, destroyed their works, and broke 
in pieces above a hundred of their battering-rams. 
After an obstinate engagement, however, in 
which Oktay fought in person, one side of the 
city walls fell down, and filling up the ditch, a 
great number of Moguls easily -entered, sword 
in hand. The governor, seeing that all was lost, 
rushed at the head of his soldiers into the thickest 
part of the enemy, and there obtained an honout^> 
F2 
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able desiih* Q«zna) however} was- not entlpefjF 
rained, por did alL the inhabitants perish ; for aT- 
ter the pillage had lasted four or five liours, Ok* 
lay ordered it to cease, and taaied those who e»- 
caped with their lives, at a certain rate, to redeet& 
themselves and the city. 

While Jenghis Khan, on one side of Ms em* 
pire, had fixed the Indus as its Ikniir, his Uei^ 
tenants on the other snl^jugated Persia, enclosed 
the Caspian, sea within hi» dominion, and carried 
their victorious arms as far as Iconium* As^ 
soon as the princes and g^ierals had returned 
from their several expeditions, he assembled 
them in a plain of twenty-one miles in extent^ 
but this space was ^scarcely suSicienl: for the 
tents and equipage» of all those who were eon- 
voked. The khan's qua,rters alone occupied 
nearly six miles in circumference* Streets^, 
squares^ and markets, were appoii^tedy and 
tents were pitched for his housdiold. The 
tent destined for the assembly would cwitaia 
two thousand persons ; its covering was white, 
to distingui^ it from the rest. A magnificent 
throne was ei*ected in it, and the black felt was- 
not forgotten, on which the monarch sat whea 
he first took his assumed name. This sym* 
hoi of the original poverty of the Moguls, long 
continued an object of veneration among them ; 
though they had already estranged themselves 
from their original simplicity, and all the luxury 
of Asia glittered in their attii«, horses, harness, 
arms, and furniture. 

There appeared a great deal of magnificence 
on their equipages; on the tops of their tents 
were placed streamers of the richest silks, of 
various colours, which afforded a gay and a gratid^ 
prospect. Although the affairs of so vast aa 
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Uo^te were very numeroas and comiiicx, f^ 
by the Fegularity and order adopted by the keeper 
of Jenghis Khah*s laws^ idl pcriiltck business, was. 
transacted without theleast confusion. The khan, 
who loTed to hsotmgueln publicky took ocoamoa 
to make a speech in praise of those laws^ to which 
he im^mted all his victories and conqnests. As 
a &rther proof of his greaitness, he ordered ail 
^he ambassadors who had followed the court, a» 
well as. the envoys and deputies horn the coun- 
tries he had subdued, to be called in, and gave 
them audience a^the foot of the thsone^ when 
his chfldren and grand-children were also intro* 
duced to kiss his hand with tenderness. He 
graciously accepted their presents, and kt return 
^stributed among them magmficent donations. 
The ceremonial terminated with a grand festival 
which icontinued many days,^ accompanied with, 
banquets, abounding with whatever was most 
exqiusite in liquors, fruits, and game, through* 
out his immense dominions. 
. Soon ailer this assembly was dissolved, Jengfaift^ 
Khan departed with kb court, obliging the 
queoi T^irkhan ILatun^ whom he' had taken; 
prisoner^ to follow him on a chariot^ and loaded 
with irons, as the proud monument of bis vie* 
tories in the west. During hb absence, the em* 
peror left the government of his dominkms ta 
hb bpother Wache, who conducted himself in^ 
hia charge with great prudence. 

On the other handy Muhuli, hfs lieutenant* 
general in China, acquired mud) reputation in 
the warwhkh he maintained again^ the ^pe«> 
TOT of the Kkki and the king of Hya. Muhuli 
was -confindered by aU the Moguls as the first 
captain o£ the enipire>^ and Jenghis placed entire. 
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confideace in him. The dignity to which he 
was advanced did not lessen his mih'taiy ardour; 
and in ail his great enterprises he underwent 
as much fatigue as the meanest soldier* The 
khan, before he was proclaimed emperoi*, re- 
treating to his camp by night, after a severe de- 
feat, and not able to find it from the snow that 
had fallen, lay down upon some straw to sleep, 
when Porchi and Muhuli took a covering and 
held it over him all night in the open air, which 
action gained them considerable reputation) and 
rendered their families highly esteemed among 
the Mogul princes. 

In the year 1225 the emperor Jenghis Khan 
arrived at the river Tula, after an absence of 
seven years. Among those who came out to 
meet him was Tyauli, queen of Lyau-tong, 
with the princes her nephews. That ladyj^ who 
had a superior and well-cultivated understand- 
ing, fell on her knees before Jenghis, and paid 
him high compliments on his numerous am« 
quests, and besought him to nominate Pitu to 
be king of Lyau>tong, tn the room of the de* 
ceased king ; with this he complied, associating 
with him in the government Shenko, the eldest 
son of the late monarch* 

In the next year Jenghis reduced tlie king- 
dom of Hya, after it had continued two hundred 
years under its own princes, This^ ttiumph 
was followed by others: all his enterprises were 
crowned with victory. Prosperity, indeed, never 
deseited him, evien to his deaths He was desirous 
of completing the conquest of the Kin emjMre ; 
A. I>. ^^^ ^® ^^^ ®*^^ before he could accom- 
1227. P^^^^^ ^^^^3 purpose^ and died at the age of 
seventy. He . left his throne to- his soa 
.Oktay ; and commanded Toley, another of hi& 
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^nMFeny to aasume the Ettgency till his tirodieiv- 
who was then absent^ should return* 

The death of the empeior thi*ew all the- court 
ipto extreme sorrow. His b^dy was interred 
with great magnificence, in a place chosen bf 
himself for that purpose : it was under « beau- 
tiful treey where, in his return from the chase» 
a few days before he fell sick, he had rested him* 
•elf ^ith much satisfaction^ A noble monu- 
ment, was erected over his grave, and the peo- 
ple who came to, visit the tomb planted trees 
amund it) in such' -regular order that in time it 
became pne of the finest sepulchres in the East. 

Jenghis Khan on the whole merited respect 
and esteem, by lus extraordinary talents* Be- 
sid^s alt the <|ua]itieft and virtues requisite in a 
gre^t conqueroi^ he possessed a genius capable^ 
off^mung great designs^ and prudence equal 
to their execution' ; a natural ^and persuasvire^ 
eloquence ; a degree of patience enabling him 
to endure and overcome falig«ie;:an ^admiisible 
temperance ; a superior undersftandingf and lb 
penetrating mind^ that ii^tandy conceived the 
measure proper to be adopted on every occasimiv 
His military talenta are conspicuous in his ^uc«' 
cess&ily introducing a strict discipline and 
severe police among the Tartars^ who were tiU 
^hen unused .to any restraint. Every thing was' 
^one according^ to established rules ; whether 
service, recompiense, or punishment* Intox-^ 
ication was no excuse for such actions as re«^ 
quired one ; /neither were birth or power admitted: 
f^ a filiation for error or misconduct. 
. His religion went to the acknowk^ment o£ 
^ One God, the creator of heaven and earthy. 
'?who alone ^ivea life, and deaths riches and 
** poverty, who grants and denies- whatsoever he- 
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^sees proper; and has over all thhig;s an al»-«^ 
** solute and irresistible power." Such was the 
creed of the Tartar khan, but he grantol the 
most extensive toleration to all his safajects." 
Some even of his own children, and princeff of 
the blood, were Christians ; some Jews and Mo- 
hammedans, without incurring any marks of his 
disapprobation. 

His laws/ were simple, suitable to a ne^j^jT 
formed people, who have few complex socisif 
connexions. Th^ enjoin the belief of one 
Cod ; that the chief of sects; and ministers of 
worship, of whatever denomination, shall be 
^empt from taxes, which privilege was like- 
wise extended to physicians; that no persoif 
shall assume the titl6 of Great Khan unless |^re^ 
viously elected to that dignity at a general diet ; 
that no treaty of peace shall be entered into, 
with any king, or natioui until they are first 8ub« 
dued. 

To banish idleness out of his dominions, he 
obliged every one of his subjects to serve the 
publick in some employment. Adultery was' 
punished with death. Polygamy was permitted 
in the greatest extent : and in order to multiplf^ 
alliances between families, roarris^es were al- 
lowed to take place among the dead; by thia. 
law the nuptial ceremony might be performed 
between a deceased man and woman, and the 
fiimilies of the parties became, in consequence 
of it, legally united. This custom is still 
prevalent among the Tartars, who throw the 
contract of marriage into the fire, and imagine 
that the fiames will wafl it to the parties, who 
will be espoused in the other world. 

SpieSf false witnesses^ and sorcerers, were 
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bf these kwscQBdomned to death. The same 
punishment was awarded against those who at- 
tempted to plunder an enemy before the g^ne« 
mi's leave bad been obtained. Unfortunately! 
boweveri in this reign, leave was never refused.^ 
AH Jenghis Khan's generals were sanguinary and 
inexorable* According to the most moderate 
calculations, not fewer than two millions of men 
^ beneath the murdering sword, without reckon* 
lag the number that affliction and the horrors of 
slavery consigned to the grave* It is said that 
during his reign fifty thousand cities were demo- 
Ushed, some of them entirely desolated, the verjr 
vestiges of which scarcely remain. Such are 
the m^ancholy fruits of victories, such the me- 
moiiaL that warriors leave behind them i 
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iht USstory^ of iherM>guia conttnued. 

AL'HfC^GH Okt^y had been decfared em- 
pemr fajrhis^ther, he refiised to accept 
the crown tiH it* should be delegated to him by 
the states. From the period erf" Jcnghis Khan's 
death till the meeting of the assembly, two years 
elapsed, during which Toley governed with 
universal appteuse. Nothing but compulsory 
measures could induce Oktay to take tipon 
him the weight of the sovereignty. His first 
act was to make Yelu his minister; a man of 
great integrity, learned in the laws, of consum* 
mate prudence, and wholly devoted to the good 
of the empire. At the head of his armies he 
placed Toley his brother, whom he tenderly 
loved, and he never had reason to repent of his 
^ choice. 

Yelu had given proofs of his superior know^ 
ledge and talents in the former reign. Jenghis 
Khan finding himself without a provision of rice 
or silks, several lords attempted to persuade 
him that the conquered countries in Kitay would 
be of no use to him, unless the inhabitants were 
destroyed ; but that in case those unproductive 
people were out of the way, their country might 
be turned into pastures, which would prove of 
great advantage. Yelu, on the other hand, ex- 
plained to Jenghis Khan the true method which 
ought to be taken to r^der the conquest of 
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Clttaa beneScial* ^ Although/' said this minister, 
** we have but a small part of the empire, yet 
if ^ifig« are well ordered, the cultivated lands 
wiH produce every thing that is wanted, without 
oppressing a single individual." 

JengfaiB Khan was surprised at this discourse, 
and acknowledged that a conqueror ought to 
think of something else than of rendering 
himself celebrateid by the massacre of bis ene- 
nues: that indeed he should have soldiei^ to 
£ght, but there was need of magistrates to go- 
vern, peasants to till the ground, merchants to 
cany on the trade, ofi&cers to take care of the 
revenue, and likewise men of learning* Prince 
Oktay, who heard this conversation, was more 
enamoured with it than his father had been, and 
as soon as he was made emperor, committed the 
management of the taxes to Yelu ; and when 
some of Yelu's enemies wished to ruin his credit 
with Oktay, the prince rejected their accusations, 
imd gave them to understand, that he believed 
they proceeded only from, the base motives 
of jealousy and envy. He told his courders 
that Yelu was the example they ought to be 
ambitious of imitating, and into his hands he 
shortly after committed the general management 
of afikirs* 

Toley, in tlie mean time, was faithful in the 
escecution of the emperor's orders, and his ta- 
lents were of singular utility in the war which 
his &ther left him to prosecute, against the in- 
habitants of Southern China. After surmount- 
ing infinite difficulties, he arrived on the borders 
of Honan. His entrance by a passage so little 
suspected, filled every body with such astonish- 
tnent, that all filed before him, without making 
Vol- XI. G 
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tbe uaaltat tvststance* This wu* g«?e ris6 4» 
various examines of foBtitiide^ which} thottgH 
Ife ^sMiot emnmend, tlie historiaii is bo^HMi 4» 
pntserve. * Gfaimn, governor ttf a town of -jaagm 
portaneer who by his braveiy had retai^c^ 6^ 
a tiiae.^4ts'8iiR^nder, finding that he ooold 
bold out; no longer, when it was on the.pote 
of being stormedy urged his wife to >pfr o vidi^ 
lor her safety. The i«dy repKede ^^ Since I 
.^ haiHB shared with you all the honours of Itie,:! 
^' will also share your tomb." She immediate^' 
took poison, and administered it tp her ehildr^u 
Ciiinin, after presiding at the obsequies, de«r 
himself; and the town was taken. 

Ilapua, an excellent officer, much bdoved 
and esteemed, having been taken in batt|e> con* 
stantly refused to live on the condition of his 
changing the service. " I am," said he, '^ one 
^^ of the principal generals of the Kins : I wish 
" to die on my master's territory." His request 
was granted, though with much regret, and he 
was put to death. Hoshang, a prince belongs 
ing to the imperial house, illustrious for his 
courage, greatness of mind, and a number of 
brilliant actions, concealed himself during a jde- 
feat, and afterwards came forwards, and de« 
manded to be presented to Toley, when he thus 
addressed him : ** My name is Ho^^oig ; I am 
^^ one of the imperial family. I command the 
*< battalion called the Faithful : three times 
"have your armies fkd before me. I would 
"not die with a troop of obscure soldiers. I 
"will have my fidelity known to the world; 
"posterity will do justice to my. memory." 
Greatly would it have redounded to the honour 
•f the Tartar prince, had he spared the life ^ 
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a nM^; but be cradlf abftUddiKd htm td 
die Any of the aoictieiyy who tortured^ and then 
waammctmd him* Someettoof tbeaetPMsesuDg 
^' degree ef humanity) when thef feimd thai 
tbey oould not preyati u^xxn then* comrades to 
i^are lum, poured camel^ milk eo the earlb^ea> 
tRatklg thaty should he ever reviTe» be would 
^ retwm and five with the Moguls." 

At the siege of Pekm, the capitid^ the Tartars 
em^Djred machines which threw whole miU-slooes 
at osM^* The Chinese used Afferent Inventions 
of various forms to discharge fire, which they 
called /laUf a sound ex^:esstve of the noise of 
an explosion. With thoe th»y hurled globes of 
ixpn filled with powder, whichi bursting on their 
beiBS set on fire, jproduced a repcHrt resembling 
Ihunder. Hence it would se^m that gunpowd^ 
was known in China as early as the beginhing 
of the thirteenth century. So dreadful was this 
attack, both on. the part of the besieged and 
the b^iegers, that in tte short space of uxteen 
davs and nights the number of the slain on both 
Moes amounted to a mUiion. The Tartar ge- 
neral finding that he could not force the j^ace, 
io order to^ come pfif with honour, sent the go- 
vernor word, that he should forbear any further 
hostilities, since he was satisfied that a negoci- 
aUon was.<»i foot. No sooner had the horrors of 
war ceased, than a no less dreadfiil calamity, 
.the plague, succeeded, which carried off an in- 
jcredible number of people. When the contagion 
had.^lso subsided, the emperor Shewsu bestowed 
large rewards on those who had defended the 
city, and performed several acts of humiliation. 
This emperor, if judged by his actions, was 
pot deficient in courage, but was indecisive io 
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fals ^positkm, .without tdent*^ for govcmi^Ml 
and' IgnonHit of men ^nd mannera* H^ (diSC 
ienged the ^netuf^ retreated^ aod returned. 4iCi 
thi chargtt ; ^fended «i IbrtnMS, aiid abaodcpnetf 
k. This wast of steadiness reduced his aflMsif 
to tbetnostdepiorable disorder. He was, hcM^* 
auer,. outecioua of hh faultis. Observing <^nm 
dayr in a city tbnough which he fied with ^a ^^ 
mhfy that his subjects were in tears, he said^ t£> 
them^— ^^ I do not desire that you should^ thhila 
^ much of 7ne^ but retnember the obtigatioUff 
** you owe to my anceifora.'* He continued to 
be the sport of forione; instead of the biiiliaM 
retinue of prosperity, he saw himself surround^ 
ed with misfortune, ingratitude^ insolence. Had 
the tyranny of those whom he hadhimsdf ratted 
to power. By one of these he was kept a pti- 
soner a considerable time* Frequently did the 
tinfortunaee monarch exclaim, while groani^ 
binder the chains of perfidy—-^* Oh how do- 1 
'<< lament that I did not better choose my ofllceral 
^^ How great is my grief at being confined by 4k 
"** slave, whom I have loaded with favours!'* 
Affected by this circumstance* three trusty ofR- 
cers resolved to put the traitor to death> and 
communicated their design to the emperor, who 
sent for his faithless friend, on the pretencfe 
of consulting him about removing the c6urt. 
When he entered the apartment, one of the 
officers wounded him in the side, and the em- 
peror seconded the Wow : he started back, but 
was slain before he could escape. The troops 
ran to arms, but the emperor went himself to 
appeaae them, and gave them an account of the 
whole affair. 
The emperor was soon after shut up, with 
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Skw thaiuuffidtfoppsy in kis fa»t town JuningAi 
the siefe of which tbc Tartan carried on with im- 
Teoiittitig animosiiy* The wretched inhalutant^ 
endured the extreme of famine ; afier.they had 
eaten ^eir horses, they hoiled the leather of 
their saddles, boots, and drums; even the old 
men and the infirm were killed for food, and 
the remaining soldiers pounded the bones of men 
and animalsy^ and mixed them with dried herbs, 
to make a horrid pottage* This dreadful evil 
determined the emperor to make a last and des- 
perate effort to repulse his enemies* He sallied 
out at the head of the remnant of his bravest 
troops, but was speedily driven back* The 
Tartars became masters of the bresu:h, through 
which they were on the point of spreading them- 
aelves over the town* 

Shewsu immediately sent for Chenglin, a near 
relation, and conjured him, in the presence of 
his nobles, to accept the empire* ^' If," said 
he, " you should escape, you will ccmtinue our 
** race, and revive the splendour of this depressed 
** throne* With regard to myself," added he, 
"I have done no evil, I have no dread of 
" death. I observe that all the dynasties have 
'^ finished under princes, either brutal, drunken, 
^ covetous, or debauched ; you know I am not 
^ of this sort : but notwithstanding the dynasty 
*<of the Kin ends with me, and I see with 
*' grief that those princes under whom the dy- 
^ nasties have terminated, in general, have 
*'been exposed to insults, outrage, imprison- 
<* ment, and ignominy, I declare that sliall 
" not be my fate." Then clothing himself i«i a 
coarse garment, he rushed furiously on the 
Tartars, as they advanced. Death, which he 
G2 
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aou^t in the midst of the enemy, still respected 
him. On the point of being taken priscmefx he 
retreated to a house, which he had preTioasly 
caused to be surrounded with faggots and straw, 
and ordered it to be set on fire as soon as he 
was dead. He then destroyed himself with his 
own sword, and the house was consumed. 

The principal officers, to the number of five 
hundred having heard of their master's death, 
went and drowned themselves in the river Ju. 
But the new emperor ChengHn, attended by 
some mandarins, performed the Chinese cere- 
monies for the death of his predecessor, and 
gave orders for burying his ashes on the bank 
of tlie river. The confederate generals, seizing 
the palace, divided the spoil, and the same day 
Chenglin was killed in a tumult ; an event which 
put an end to the dynasty of the Kin. 

When Oktay ascended the throne, he dirided 
the provinces among his brothers, relations, and 
principal nobility, who, under a rigid inspection, 
governed with perfect moderation. By these 
means he enjoyed a tranquil reign, but its dura« 
tion was only of thirteen years. After a gr^at 
hunting match he was taken dangerously ill, 
upon which the empress sent immediately for his 
faithful minister and adviser Yelu, who had 
been absent from court some time, to consult 
him on so iipportant an occasion. The vene- 
rable man told her pljunly, that the empe- 
ror had bad counsellors about him ; that avarice 
reigned at court ; that publick employments were 
sold ; and that the prisons were filled with honest 
men, whose only crime was their disapproving 
of the unlawful means which were practised to 
^i money. The empress took measures imme- 
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£&lely to free the prisoners ; and when her hus* 
band began to recover, a general amnesty -was 
published. 

The emperor was much addicted to wine, and 
Yelii had frequently warned him against its ill 
effects J but, although he took the advice in good 
pGHtj he did not refi^ain from the practice. When 
he was fifty-six, he died after a splendid repast, 
&i consequence of too great indulgence. ^ j^ 
He nominated for his heir and successor, 1241. 
his grandson Shelyemen. 

Oktay, or, as the Moguls call him, Ogatay, 
was a prince of courage, prudence, and gieat 
tos^animity. Yelu had inspired htm with the 
love of the sciences, and application to the affairs 
of government. This khan had great authority 
ovfer the princes, as well those of his own family 
as his vassals . He loved good order, and his in- 
tegpty was unimpeached. Many instances of 
his generosity, and love of justice, might be ad- 
duced, of which the following are well authenti- 
cated, and frequently quoted. 

A poor smith, having made six iron skewers, 
went to market to sell them, and observing 
Oktay coming that way, he held them up that 
he might see them. The khan asked what he 
meant by that motion ? The smith answered, that 
they were six skewers which he wished to make 
him a present of. The khan accepted of them, 
and, in return, gave him as many dinars, or 
crowns of gold. 

An indigent person, who had neither ^vives 
nor children, having waited upon Oktay, with a 
view of borrowing a little money to put himself 
into business, the khan immediately ordered 
two hundred dinars to be given him out of the 
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treasury* Some of. his courtiers su(;g^ted td 
him that the man having no near relations, the 
money) after his death, would pass to strangers* 
ButOktay would not rescind the order i saying, 
*< Since this man has implored my assistance, it 
^< would be unjust in me to send him away 
** empty handed, when it is in my power'to help 
" him/' 

A man belonging to the tribe of Vlrats, who 
hated the Mohammedans exceedingly, jcame and 
told Oktay that Jenghis Khan had appeared to 
him in a dream, and commanded him to ac- 
quaint his majesty that he would have all the 
Mussulmen in bis dominions put to the sword* 
The khan asked him, if Jenghis Khan bad 
spoken to him in person, or by an interpreter f 
The man answered, " in person." The khaa 
then asked if he could speak the Mogul language ? 
The Virat replied, he could not. Upon this 
Oktay exclsumed, " My father spoke no other 
** language ! How durst you then to come and 
^' tell me that he spoke to you, when neither 
<<^ you understood his Isuiguage, nor he yout*s V' 
In this manner he detocted the falsehood, and 
ordered the impostor to be punished with 
death* 

That Oktay was inimical to informers, and 
meanness of every kind, will appear from the 
following instance : — 

There existed a law prohibiting, under pmn 
of death, the cutting the throats of animals, 
and commanding that they should be ripped up, 
and the heart torn out. This law had a poli* 
tical tendency, viz* that of familiarising the 
Moguls to the custom of eating the entrails of 
animals, which before they dared not touch* A 
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Mphommedan bought a sheep, aiid cut off it» 
head. A Mogul, -having observed him shuthia 
door Veiy cautiously, suspected his intentiony 
clitnbed upon the roof, and having witnessed th* 
trliole transaction^ arrested the delinquent and led 
l^im before the emperor. Oktay, after a few 
smnutes' reikction, acquitted the Mohammedan, 
.because the precaution he had taken to conceal 
the fact proved his respect for the laws ; and con* 
demned the Mogul to death, lot having infrihg- 
^d the publick safety by climbing secretly on his 
If^ei^hbour's roof* 

After the decease of Oktay, the empress 
caused herself to be acknowledged regent oifth« 
empire, in spite of all the remonstrances of 
Telti, who insisted that Shelyemen ought to be 
proclaimed emperor, in obedience to his grand- 
iather's will- The empress rejected thxspro- 
poaal, under various pretences | and artfully 
^taking advantage of the absence of the best gene- 
-vals) who were in China and the West, she, by 
the »u]>port of her son Quey-yew, and several 
t^htefs of tiibes, governed the state with sove- 
reign authoiity* In the mean time, she gav^e 
•notice to the commanders who were in foreign 
parts, and sent them orders relating to military 
•operations. This princess had great address, and 
■knew how to conciliate the affection of the 
-grandees. She particularly made use of the 
•services of Gaatulauman, who through her 
means had insinuated himself into the favour of 
lier late husband. This man Yehi attempted 
to remove from the ministry, by representing to 
her that the finances were in disorder, and that 
every thing was done at Karakorom by dint of 
money* His remonstrances being ineffectual, 
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he considered, himself disgraced^'^uid tsoosEi after 
died of grief. 

This great man merits the notice and applause 
tf posterity. As soon-as he became prime-fnini- 
ster to the khan> his w^ple study was to render 
his master's reign glorious* He was continually 
inspiring that prince, his children, and the Mo- 
guls in generaU with, a deep aversion from 
daughter and pillage, as well as with a love for 
the people, and good government. The pains 
which he took to reform the manners and dis- 
positions of the Moguls, cannot be sufficieiitlj 
commended. He was their first master and 
lawgiver: he projected a calendar for them^ 
t^hich he finished in Persia, after having had 
conferences with the mathematicians of that coun*- 
try. 

He was well versed in the Chinese sciences 
and history : his zeal was entirely disinterestec^ 
and he continually sacrificed his own ease and 
advantage to the good of the state. At the re- 
duction of the capital of the Hya Idngdom, the 
.Moguls committed great disorders, in plunder- 
ing the city and palace' of the king: Yelu took 
for his share the geographical maps, the books, 
paintings, and some bales of rhubarb. Some 
time after, the army being afflicted with a ma- 
lignant fever, the minister became their physi- 
cian, and saved the lives of numbers, by admi* 
nistering to them the rhubarb which had thus 
come into his possession. 

He rescued fix>m death many thousands of the 
Chinese literati, and caused colleges to be built,^ 
in which the Moguls were instructed in history, 
geography, arithmetick, and astronomy. He ea- 
cou Imaged learned men from all countries, and caus- 
ed many books to be translated. He instituted 
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ttddtai7 reg^uladons respecting the finances, coqh 
merce, duties,, pubtick gnoiariesy and the subordi- 
nation of the officers, both of the cvril and mUitaiy 
departments. The natural ferocity of the M»» 
guls, their Ignorance, their earty cchicatioii, all 
concinred in opposing fcMinidable obstacles to his 
ftlssigns ; but his energy enabled him to surmouDl 
them. Under his administration the custom of 
choosing the most beautifiil young women for the 
emt>en>r's palace was abolished* 

Such was Yelu Chutsay : as a minister of state 
he was never excelled, and rarely equalled. 
Nearly six centuries have elapsed since the death 
of this great man, but we know not among the re* 
cords of what nation to point out the illustrious 
name that shall bear away the palm from this 
Tartar minister and legislator. 

After his death, his enemies demanded that 
his wealth should undergo a strict examination. 
Virtue requires no concealment ; the most 
diligent search that jealousy and envy could in* 
stigate, served only to cover his enemies with 
shame and confusion. They found very, little 
money, but a great number of volumes written 
by his own hand, on the subjects of history, astro* 
nomy, government, and commerce ; medals, 
musical instruments, old books, and antiquities. 
He was very sedulous in his travels to amass 
these sorts of curiosities, instead of immense 
riches, which he might haVe acquired. Yelu 
had many foes, the foes, to publick virtue ; but 
history has done him justice, and the Moguls even 
to this day never mention his name without vene- 
ration. The remains of his tomb are still to be 
seen, some leagues to the south-west of Pekin. 
The emperor Quey-yew, or Kayuk, had great 
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lesfiect for hn mother, who therefore kept a 
siderable share of the government in her I 
Under this khan, the Chinese history begins ^ 
i^ieak of the credit which the Bonzes^ ac^uired^'^ 
the Mog^l court. For these things he has ■' 
blamed, but his beneficence and courage 
desenre^y fq>t^auded« He commanded tite 
^ 23 armies in person at the conquest of Ko* 
1247. ^^i <^d ^^^ nations in the vidnitjr of til* 
Caspian Sea. The people complaiiyed 
^ his prodigality, and were highly displeased 
at the eaormous expense he went to in the pun* 
chase of jewels and precious stones, and tfcat 
they were continually forced to furnish horses to 
the lords, who rode post, night and dsLy% 
while at the same time the drought and m&r^ 
tality among the cattle had reduced mati^r 
a)untries to famine, and there was not motiejr 
to pay the great armies which were raised. He 
died after a reign of eight years. 

Kayuk left sons, but the queen-dowager Ta?. 
lyckoua, and the fevourite widow Waulihamisk^ 
^ ^ undertook to cause the same Shelyemea 
1252. whom the former had before dis^daced 
on account of her son Kayuk, to l>e no^ 
minated to the throne. In the hope of enjoying 
this dignity, Shelyemen lived as emperor, dunng 
the two years which the regency of these 
princesses continued, till the states assembled^ 
when, to the amazement of the prince and his 
protectress, the choice fell on Mengko, who was 
also a grandson to Jenghis Khan. Shelyemeft 
was imprisoned and was no more heard of, and 
the two princesses who had favoured his pre^^^ 
tensions to the throne were condemned to 
die, on the charge of sorcery. After tlieir 
execution, the new khan made a solemn sa* 
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-Orifice to Heaveti) on a mountain, according to 
--tifte Chinese rites. He attached hirnsdf to the 
religion of the lamasy to which he appointed n 
chiefy under the title of doctor and protector of 
tl3te emperor. He divided the administration of the 
empire among the princes, reserving only the so* 
Ti»«ignty for himself. 

• Of these, Hupiiay, or Kublay, bears ^ j^ 
an exited character in history. He was i^jsy.' 
S^reatiy loved and esteemed by the Chi- 
nese, whom he governed with gentleness. He 
chose a nunister called Yaushu, of eminent in- 
tegrity and prudence* Thb prince was accused 
oi endeavouring to make himself independent ; 
and his having gained the affi^rtions of the sol- 
ftiera and the people was interpreted to his dis- 
advantage* In consequence of these accusations 
Mengko deprived him of his government, and 
^amissed the generals who were attached to 
him. Kublay, shocked at this disgrace, at first 
seemed inclined to have recourse tQ arms, and 
revenge himself on his enemies ; but as he did 
nothing without the advice of Yaushu, thisno- 
Ueman advised him instantly to depart wit]iout 
any tfuopa, and, throwing himself at the empe- 
ror's feet, ofler him every thing that he possess* 
ed* Kublay pursued this method, and Mengko 
was so much affected at his brother's humilia- 
tion, that he revoked all his orders, and intrusted 
lum with unlimited authority in carrying on a 
war with the Song, a people of China whom he 
wii^ied to reduce* But his measures were badly 
concerted, and a siege being carried on at an im- 
proper time cost Mengko his life* He fell, co- 
vered with wounds, before a town which he was 
attempting to storm* 

Vol. XI. H 
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Willie aie«fiiperorifaB«3Epidog<mtlHi| 
^'^' rampaits of the pl|^ KuUf^y was attaolp^^ 
ing it on the c^posite side* When infonur^ I 
ed of his brother's death he h ast e ned and puthtm-^ 
adf at the head of the amiy» who had left thtait 
chiefs and succeeded him as emperor. 

Kublay assembled around him wi$e ftfid abkr 
miobterS) fix>m whose united counsels resulted ^ 
the excellent regul^ioQS l^hich have rendered 
this prince's reign illustrious* One among thm 
number perceived ^his master's weakness, the lo^ret 
of moneyi and found the means of gratifyipg it ^ 
by .which conduct he became a fovountCy and 
gained a comfdete ascendancy over the Uiao*: 
Kublay was> in every other respectf a man of 
great discernment* He prided himself on beings 
able to distinguish those among his subjects who 
might contribute to give splendour to his rdgUy 
either by the cultivation of arms^ science, or 
oonmierce. He made it a rule to patronise all' 
persons of merit, without aoy distinction of na* 
tion or religion* Before this period, military 
prowess was the qualification most in esteem ; 
but Kublay gave a decided preference to the 
learning of the mandarins, to whom in a. great 
measure he confided the government of the peo- 
ple, and the administration of justice* He fixed 
the number, rank, authority, employment, Und 
salary of these dlicers. 

The Chinese are indebted to Kublay for their 
first ^t of mathematical instruments, which he 
collected from various quarters* He founded 
a college of astronomers, who were charge^ with 
the business of coi^piling the almanacks, fixing 
the returns of the holidays, and with every thing 
of this jiature which had reference to rdigioof 
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hef abio. establUAied an academy of men of lettei% 
whowevechieflf emi^jed'ontbe hiatMy of their 
YSetmtsy. " 

. He built a magnificent priace in honour of 
his ance8tors^ and annuaUf in the month of 
Marcii went to pay hbi respects . to their remains* 
He was the first Mogul prince who performed 
^a ceremony after the Chinese manner* He 
ordered the bonzes and lamas to recite) for aeven 
days and nightsy the pmyers of thdr Fo; and 
«nce that time this practice has been ohaenred 
every year. 

. ILublay. charged the chief lama to in* 
mit alpbabedcal characters puipoaely ^i^' 
fiyr the Moguls^ Who till then had pro- ^^* 
l^oacuously used those of th& conquered nations* 
Be, made them represent souods, and not the 
ifiMiges of things like Uie Chinese* This worthjr 
and excellent sovereign made it a part of hia 
hiifliness parsooaily to examine the Moguls as 
to their progress in the sciences ; and the mom 
effectually to bspire emulation by setting him* 
aelf the example) his own children were educated 
coiiformaWy to these priociples. 
• He appomtcd Peyen general of his 
armiest who had already aoqiured great 'v^' 
&me from several warlike achievements. 
To the victorious arms of this general several ci-» 
ties surrendered) among which was VuchaagCii. 
At the time when this city fell into the hands 
of the MogulS) two of the principal officers among 
the besieged remonstrated .warmly against the 
aurrendert for which . conduct they were in 
danger of being torn in pieces by the con- 
querors; but Peyen appkuded their fidelity^ 
and forbade hia troops to put any of the inhabit- 
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ants to death. By his addiiiefla he gained-tlie 
people to his interest ; he relieved the. distiesies 
of the poor^ sent phfsicians into the towns^ tfid* 
Tillages afflicted with coota^ioiis diseases, intmr* 
£ct^ pillage on pain of deaths and did ftiendlj^ 
offices to individuals of every rank. 

All the valour and address: of Peyen, how'* 
ever, joined to the intrepidity and perseverance 
of his troops, were scarcely si^cient to conquer 
the Song, who defended themselves with a d«|i- 
perate cotrrage* When they found their reskt- 
ance ineffectual, they chose rather killing each- 
other, and rushing to certii^n 4eath on the 
enemy's spears, than to capitulate to thenii; 
History abounds with examples, not of single 
&milies, but of the inhabitants of whole towns* 
who thus fell, or devoted themselves to- the 
flames; so that when the conquerors entered) 
they saw only dead bodies and ashes. 

The government of the Seng w«s at that- 
time in the bands of a woman, the grandmother 
of a prince twelve years old. She made many^ 
attempts to come to terms of pacification, even> 
offering the condition that her son should be-^ 
come subject to the Mc^ls. Her ambassador 
endeavoured to move the general's compassion^' 
by representing to him the injustice of plunder^ 
ing a child. Peyen re{4ied, " With regard to 
^^ the prince's youth, you should recollect that 
" formedy your dynasty wrested the empire 
^ from a ^nce nearly of the same age. To« 
'^ day Heaven takes* away the empire fixmi an 
^ infant to give it to my master. It is the will- 
*^ of God, and mortals must submit." Thequeen 
committed herself and her son into the hands of 
the generali who treated them with mucb ap« 



d by Google 



ttfiri>osTAir« 7V 

pM^iift Ttspeety bttt sent them to the oouit of 
the kkuu As soon as KiMay was itrformed of 
tlieir ap|»«ach, the empress HoakiUay hn first 
^MFife, at l»a desire went out to me^t tbem. She 
cftdeaYouved to cooaole the ittastrioiis captives; 
and when the empeivr spread belhre the prifioii 
and {Miiocesses of his cotiTt the jewels and 
WMdth found in the Song's pfdace, which all con- 
templated with delight, HonkSHa could not re-^ 
frain from tears, and suddenly exclaimed, ^ j)^ 
***My lord, dynasties are not eternals 1276.' 
^ judge from that of the Song, what will 
** hereafter be the fete of ours." 

In the midst of the confusion occasioned by 
the capture of the metropolis, the iiuthftil Chi* 
aese saved two young princes, th6 children of 
'the late emperor by another wife, and un*< 
ferled their standard in the name of the eldest* 
This prince died however before any attempts 
of consequence could be made in his favour, and 
was succeeded by his brother Tipping. War 
was carried on for some time to support the 
ebum of the suivivor; but his followers were 
defeated by land, and sought refuge in their 
ships, with no better fortune. Livsyew-'fii^ one 
of his fiuthfol chiefs, perceiving that all waa' 
lost, first threw his own wife and children into 
the sea, and then advanced to the young ^ jy < 
emperor, and with a resolute tone said, 1279.' 
^ My lord, do not dishonour your il- 
^ lustrious fitmily by following the examj^ of 
*^ your brother: (Me a soverogn prince rather 
^ than five the sh^ve of a foreign nation*" He 
^en emtoused him with tears, tock him on his 
H2 
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thoukkr,: and plunged with lum into t 

Most of the mandaiins fbHowed his example. 

The princess wuting at some distance ftar 
tidings from her son, saw the roessenger-iMik 
proadi: be uttered not a word, but bf i^> 
looks spoke the melancholy news : she^ witho^lj^ 
shedding a tewr, or uttering a single oomplsAM% 
threw herself into the sea. Her la^es mnd *«b^ 
lendants followed the example; and, if tbe 
Chinese historians may be beUevai> no less thaa 
a hundred thousand persons drowned themselves 
on this occasion* Thus ended the dynasty of ttie" 
Song. 

Kublay now meditated a plan for subjugaliBg- 
Southern China and Japan* The inhabitants ot 
the latter not 'only despised his menaces, but in- 
sulted his ambassadors. A fleet which he seftt 
agunst them was dispersed in a storm* Up- 
wards of sixty thousand Chinese and Tarters 
perished in this unfortunate expedidon, whtcb 
gave great offence to the ministers and nobility. 
Kublay employed the last year of his Tife in 
perfecting many useful establishments which he 
had founded ; he divided his time equally be- 
tween Tartary and China, in which he was imi- 
tated by his successors* Among other works of 
national utility, may be reckoned the > canals of 
communication between the rivers, and the im- 
mense labours used to render them navigable.^ 
He died in 1^4, in the. eightieth year of. his 
ige. 

During the latter part of this reign, there was 
a lama' in the sourthem provinces of Thibet in 
great reputation among' the Moguls, tfaougli. he 
proved to be an impostor* He counterfeited 
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d«e* lempefor's mandates, said gnotod felie li- 
ceaces ; intiiiiidated wetdthy femilies ; promis- 
ed Bsad procnred places ; • in short, he i|»ed 
evetj f sort of unlawfol means to become rich. 
ATarice carried him so &r as even to take Mp 
the bodies of the Song emperors, princes, and 
great men, to phinder them of th<e jewels which 
were interred with them. Of their bones, mixed 
with those of horses and oxen, he raised a pyra« 
mid ; the sight of which filled the Chinese with 
«^raucfa indignation, as to occasion a general 
, revolt. The mandarins of these provinces im* 
pirisoned the lama, confiscated his goods, and 
-eondemned Inm to death } but being supported 
b7 several Mogul lords, who had great influence, 
he was dischai^;ed, and great part of his treasures 
was restored to him. This unjust change of the 
sentence did much injury to the emperor*^ cha- 
racter. The Chinese cannot forgive bim such 
an instance of weakness : and their* history, on 
Ms occasion, is filled with complaints against 
hint, lor having evinced an undue affection for 
tfie lamas ; men, they say, ^ at least but useless 
to the state." 

The attention with which KuUay watched 
over evfery branch of the administration gave 
vigour to the government. Chengkin, his eldest 
son, admirably seconded him in all his endea- 
vours. This prince died at the age of forty- 
three, and had, during his wh<rie life, testified 
the best dispositions in the cause of virtue and 
morldity. Once, when he was sent to relieve 
the celebrated Peyen, whom the emperor re* 
eaUed to court after his marthil achievement^ 
in China; the prince requested the general to 
dkect him in Uie conduct he ought to pursue | 
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to wfaidi the general replied/ ^^ Piince) attM^ 
'' yourself neither to loose women, nor to wiowe ; 
** and all will prosper with yon." This advie^ 
was well received by the young man. Peyei^ 
repaired to the court* of his sovereign; v^ 
contrary to the expectation of his* enemies, wa» 
well received, fan past conduct applauded - aad 
publicly extolled, and he was made prime-ministery 
and had the whole charge of the government 
committed to him. 

A. D. ^ comet appeared in this reign* The^' 
12931 Chinese histoiy carefully records all phe- 
nomena of this kind, as wbllas thefttti^ ' 
cies which have seized the emperors on such oe* 
casions. The astrologers have likewise been aB« 
siduous in collecdng. events which preceded the 
appearance of these bodies ; and pretend tha^ 
they are designed as particular warnings from 
Heaven to crowned h^s. Kublay had enter- 
tained these fidse notions. When the comet 
first appeared he sent fbr onet)f his ministers, tii 
consult him how to appease the anger of the* 
Deity. This minister spent the whole night iaf 
the emperor's chamber, and recited passi^^ out 
of the Chinese canonical books, to show witl^ 
what respect he ought to receive the counsel 
which Heaven con^scends to give, and hoW 
much its anger ought to be dreaded. He pro«^ 
duced instances from the ancient history, ta 
evince that the chief business of a prince should 
be to practise virtue; and that on the appearance' 
of eclipses, comets, or earthquakes, he ought 
seriously to examine his own heart, and above' 
all to consider in what mamier he govemed hb' 
people. 
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Ptixice Chengkin left three sons, and ^ |^^ 
in Ills dying moments appointed Timur, 1294] 
the youngest, as his successor. Kanmaia 
tb^ eldest, £m* from resorting this preference, set 
an example of obedience to the rest, by confornu 
ing; in every respect to his father^s orders, and 
tpc^ the oath of allegiance to his youngest bro- 
ther, which he never afterwards violated. 

One of Timur's first acts, who is known to the 
Ohinese by the name of Cfaingtson, was to give 
the title ii emperor to his father, and that of 
empress to his mother. He provided for the 
aecunty of the provinces by the choice of good 
officers, and by giving them full powers in all 
ixulitary affidrs. To Kanmaia he intrusted the 
^vemment of Tartary. The virtuous qualities 
of this excellent man gained him universal affec- 
ticm and esteem ; and his death, which happened 
while he was young, caused a general regret. 
Timur succeeded also in captivating (he hearts of 
the Chinese, and, by his clemency, united the 
whole of his vast empire under his authority. Hb 
predominant passion was the love of his people, 
and to meliorate their condition his constant aim* 
In the year 1299 this monarch sent manda* 
nns into all the 'provinces to examine into the 
losses which the people had suffered, the' da- 
mages which his troops had caused, the fami- 
lies of mandarins who had not fortune sufficient 
la live suitably to their dignity, and the peasants 
who were unable to cultivate their lands. These 
commissioners afforded real relief to the poor, the 
diseased, and the aged. Urged by his minister 
to enter into wars, and to engage in projects of 
ambitbn, the emperor declared that he would 
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live io peace, and make it lib sole pursuit ~to^ 
banish the vices which prevailed in the ewpkr^ 
•He daily inquired into the miseries of his peo^iUr 
and seemed sensible only to the glory of making 
them happy. 

The college of astronomy having foretc^ atr 
eclipse of the moon for the moirth of AuguaC^ 
Mrhich did not happen^ tlie great lords, to aaine^ 
its credit, represented to the emperor diat Hea« 
ven had) for that time, in favour to his imtjesty, 
caused li change in the motion o£ the soo*' 
'Timur paid no respect to their assertidosi batt» 
without punishing the college, he commandcMi 
them to set the stars iii order again. Thisem^ 
perordied in the year 1307, without ieavkig aajr 
issue, or natnkig a succesaprw 
^ j^ Hayshan succeeded his brother Tiuaup 9 
IdOf .' he showed a decide preferctioe for ttac^ 
doctrines of Con&cius^ floid had several > 
writings tnuistated into the language of th^*> 
Moguls, which he recomm^ided to the perusal ^ 
of his subfects. The sectaries of Fohi^ on dM 
contrary, lost much of the cvedk they had 
gained during the two preceding retgns« He 
made the possessions of the b^zes subject to 
imposts, which till then had been exempt from 
burthens of this nature. This prince was a good 
warrior, equitable, ^nerous, the patron of metk 
of letters, but too much addicted to wine aoid 
women; pass»ons^ which tended considerably tor 
shorten his life. He died at the s^ of thirty* 
one, after a reign of three years. 
^ £) As soon as Hayshan was dead) hia 
1311. brother Ayyulipalipata was acknow- 
ledged emperor. This prince richly mc* 
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filed tbe crown, by the moderalion and «eal for 
luft bipther's service during hts reign. Several 
mimsters, in the life of his brpther, had abused 
their power, and had talcen advanta^ of that 
princ^e's inclination to licentious pleasure, in or- 
der to enrich themselves, and committed a 
tl|9U9and acts of injustice, with which their so-* 
vereiga was unacquiunted. The new emperor 
be^^ao his reign hf making eicamples of those 
evil jq^inisters : he put some to death, and ba- 
nished others, not sparing even the princes of 
tj&e blood : he theu chose mandarins remaii^able 
fer their integfityy whom he placed at the head 
of his goverimient. 

As he loved the people, he beheld, with grief, 
the ravages which eiNdemick diseases made in 
\as capital. With no less concern he saw that 
9ince his accession to the throne the sun had been 
eclipsed, a comet had appeared, and there had 
been two earthquakes ; besides these, his coun- 
pf had been alternately afiBicted with fiimine^ 
brought, and inundations, which had entirely 
mined several provinces* At this period there 
existed many religious dissentions in the empire : 
the disciples of Oxifucius imputed all these dis* 
asters to the bonzes, who^ on their side, defended 
theiYMelves with g^at warmth: The emperor 
was wiUii^ to take the blame to himself, con- 
fesnng that the caliunities which the people suf- 
fered were a just chastisement for the errors he 
had committed in his government, and promised 
to correct them. With a view of doing strict 
justice he wished even to abdicate the sovereign- 
ty; but the prince, his son, refused to accept 
the crown which his father would have relin* 
quished in bis fi^vour. He reigned but nine 
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years, and his character was estltnaUe more 1^ 
the absence of vice than by the ^mictice and 
cultivation of any heroick virtue. 

When Ayyulipalipata .was seized with bin Utst 
illness, which was judged mortal, the yo^iog 
pfrince never left the sick chamber, day nor nig^ht, 
till on the demise of his fother he was prodatm- 
ed emperor. 

A. D. Shotepala was then nineteen years cM, 
1320. <^d b^ commenced his reign with maiius 
of extraordinary wisdom. He reformed 
the Vbuses which prevailed in the court, and 
which the supineness of his father had suffered 
to continue. He chose for his priride^minister 
and counsellor, Paychti, a man of supenor 
merit in every respect. The censors of the em- 
pire were accused of calumniating the emperor, 
instead of representing the real state of afi^rs, 
in consequence of which some of them were ca- 
pitally convicted. Too much confidence was 
the ruin of the youthful monarch : the relatives 
of a guilty minister, who had justly suffered 
death, conspired against him, and assassinated 
both the emperor and Paychu. Shotepala was 
at the time of his death only twenty-three years 
of age, of which he had reigned four. Payehu 
had entertained too great an aversion to the la- 
mas, whom he treated as people devoted solely 
to the acquisition of Wealth ; but as a .minister 
he was universally beloved. The most exalted 
hopes were formed from his virtues, and his death 
Was lamented as a publick calamity. 

As Shotepala had been the delight of the 
people, his death diffused a general sorrow 
among the princes and chiefs of the tribes. The 
conspirators had^ thoughts of raising the son of 
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him of their intention ; but he was so &r from 
consenting to the plan, that on receiving this 
inforniation he had dispatched couriers to ap< 
prise the emperor of his danger* They did not 
arrive, however, tiU after the crime was perpe- 

Yesun succeeded to the throne* The 
first act of his reign was to proclaim a ^^^' 
general amnesty ; he even promoted some 
^ those who had been zealous in raising up a 
rival* This, however, was an act of policy rather 
than of clemency ; for when he had answered 
the cDds which he had in view, he sentenced al- 
most M of them either to death or perpetual im«- 
pr»cmment* 

in the first year of his reign learned men were 
fi^XHnted to expound daily such books as contain- 
ed the most proper lessons in forming princes 
^govermnent. He had chosen wise and up- 
tight ministers, who earnestly entreated him to 
^sit the prisons himself, for the purpose of disco- 
vering whether any were confined, and groaning 
flnder the rod of oppression -, to dispatch messen- 
f;ers through every pfHt of his domimons, in or- 
der to examine t^ie state of ^e towns, and to em>- 
^wer ^m to distribute succour to the poor, and 
«iiedicine to the sick ; to put a stop to the pearl 
£sheries which imnually caused the destruction of 
'90 many persons ; and to fix on precious stones a 
known and determined value, as on these articles 
the governors expended enormous su,ms to make 
.pcesents to Uie court, not hesitating at the ruin of 
« province, provided they were, by such means, 
:enabled to sui4)ort their private interest* 
. They counselled him likewise to banish all the 
Vol* Xt t 
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eunuchs, astrologers, and idle persons, from tHi 
palace, whose maintenance amounted to an enor^ 
mous sum. The empire, added they, is but M 
large family, of which the emperor is, or ought t9 
be, the father : it is then surely very iroprop^ 
that some of his children should expire ftw- wafit 
of care and necessaries, while others are enjoying 
the blessings of abundance. It is still more im- 
proper, that a prince should deem it beneath his 
dignity to attend to the cries of the unhappy.— 
Yesun was not totally insensible to their com- 
plaints ; but he was too inactive to accomplish 
the remedy of many of these abuses. He died 
after a reign of five years, leaving the court fuB 
of intrigues and factions. 

In the beginning of the year 1328, the em- 
peror caused prints to be distributed through 
the empire, on which were delineated the whole 
art of rearing silk-worms, and making silk, and 
also the method of cultivating land. These 
were accompanied with a book consisting of 
fouiteen chapters, in which the whole process 
was explained. 

Yesun left a son who had been dpclar- 
r^S ed the hereditary prince, and, on that ac- 
count, had a clear title to the crown ; bat 
a powerful party declared for the sons of Hojr- 
shan, Hoshila and Tutemar. The former of these 
princes died before he had enjoyed the throne a 
year, not without suspicion attaching to Tutemar 
of having accelerated his end. 

If Tutemar really stained his hand with fra- 
teroal blood, it procured him no durable advan- 
tage. His reign lasted but three years, and 
was one continued scene of plots ana consplra- 
x:ies. He was the first Tartar monarch that sa- 
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crificed in person in the temple* After this ce< 
remony a general pardon was proclaimed) and a 
law made, Uiat of the emperors' wives one only 
«houM bear the title of empress. Under Jenghis 
Khan there had been at one time twenty-seven 
empresses ; and under various other sovereigns, 
fivet seven, or ten. 

Aft^rthe death of Tutenuir, the minis* 
ter Yentemur went to the empress Pu- ^^" 
tasheli, and proposed to advance her son to 
the empire ; but she rejected the proposal, and 
caused the prince Ilinchipin to be proclumed, 
according to the late emperor's mil. He died, 
however, in a few months ; and, on his death, 
Touhantemur was advanced to the sovereignty* 
This prince's inclinations tended only to luxury, 
indolence, and dissipation. In his temper he 
was timid and cruel. The aversion which he 
showed from publlck business was taken advan- 
tage of by his minister Ogotay, who persuaded 
iiim to indulge in ease and pleasure, and leave 
the cares of government to his ministers. He 
readily complied with this advice, which was so 
agreeable to his disposition ; but was continual- 
ly changing the 4)ersons in office, which was a 
perpetusd source of factions and troubles. His 
officers seized upon whole districts, over which 
they exercised a sort of sovereignty ; and five of 
them at different periods cuused themselves to be 
proclaimed emperors. 

The Chinese history records several phenome- 
na which occurred in the year 1331, which were 
afterwards considered as presages of the misera- 
ble reign of Touhantemur: such as famines, 
earthquakes, inundations, and plagues ; comets, 
eclipses, and other awful events ; which tended 
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to render the people discontented and unhappf 
under his government. 

In i3 1 5 the resolution taken to turn the course 
of the Whangho, or Yellow River, augmented the 
troubles of the empire. The necessary expense of 
so great an undertaking ruined an infinite nuint- 
ber of people ; while the peasants could not bear 
to see their lands tak^n away, and themselves 
removed into other parts* This discontent becaxoe 
general ; the chiefs of parties in the different pro* 
vltKes inflamed the minds of the people, so that 
the mandaiins were greatly embarrassed in pre* 
serving the general tranquillity. In the, same 
year a comet appeared, the tail of which poiiitcd 
toward the west, which was interpreted by the 
discontented into an omen that Heav^i would 
take the empire from Touhantemur. 

In the year 1353 a rebellion broke oot, and 
several cities fell into the hands of the enemy.-— 
Potolemur, a Mogul general, abandoned his post 
on the approach of the rebels. On this occasion, 
however, Lifu set a noble example of loysdty and 
fidelity to his sovereigiX) by sending couriers to all 
the neighbouring vil]ag;es to cut off Potolcmur's 
retreat, and oblige him and his troops to return to 
their alkgiance. Lifu ordered a great number 
of trees to be cut down an4 tied together^ and in 
that state thrown into the Kyang, to obstruct the 
progress of the rebel fleet, which, in its passage 
down the river, could not overcome this unex- 
pected obstacle. 

While Lifu was thus zealously employed iu 
-seiTing his sovereign, another general deserted 
his colours, whose traiterous example was §o>U 
lowed by most of the Tartar officer^. In thi« 
emergency Ijfu, alsembling what troops, r^ 
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Biained ^ithful to their dutV} with one of his ne- 
phews who was always near him, mounted the 
ramparts to prevent a surprise. The enemy, hav- 
ing* burnt the west gate, attacked the eastern ; and 
in spite of Lifu's efforts entered tlie city. That 
brave man still defended himself in the streets on 
horseback, but being destitute of assistance he 
called out aloud, ^^ Kill ine, but spare the iniia- 
*• bitants !" At these words he and his nephew 
were cut to pieces. Every generous mind la- 
mented his death, and the prince honoured him 
with nis^nificent titles. In the annals of the 
Grand Kyang he is ranked among the most illus- 
trious of its govemora* 

In the beginning of this year nearly a million 
of persons perished by famine and sickness ; and 
during the course of it the shocks of an earth- 
quake were felt at Longsi for one hundred days 
successively* 

Touhanteipur was at this period entirely go- 
verned by an abandoned wretch, named Ama, 
whose irregular life was a publick scandal, but 
who was nevertheless continually admitted into 
the palace of the empress Ki. He brought an 
accusation against Zoto, an able.« experienced, 
and faithful general, who was in consequence 
depnved of his titles, and banished without be- 
ing allowed an opportunity of defending himselt 
To destroy a man, it was only necessary for the 
infamous Ama to make a charge against him. 

In the mean time the emperor, who was un- 
worthy the title of a man, passed his time solely 
in entertainments, parties of pleasure, and in in- 
venting new means of gratifying his passions* 
Sixteen beautiful young women, called the ce- 
lestial spirits, were appointed for his amusement 
in the dance 5 wliik he kept persons continually 
I 2 
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employed in prayers and sacrifices to Fo, oCbert 
in discovering future events by*means of sorcery^ 
and others again in singing and playing on inu-> 
sick for his diversion : such were the modes in 
which the e^Ebminate Touhantemur spent his 
life. 

Once, indeed, an upright mandarin, at the ha* 
sard of his head, ventured to admonish his so* 
▼ereign. The emperor had called together his 
council, to deliberate upon the best means <if 
securing the provinces from the daring attacks 
of the rebels* The mandarin, having heard the 
various projects of those who ventured to give 
their opinion, said : ^' These measures must be 
^ unavailing while his majesty continues to live 
*' in disorder, and without attending to the af* 
^ foirs of government. If he desires to insure 
^ the safety of his throne, he must look with his 
** own eyes into the manners of the court. In 
" the provinces," added he, " the dificers and 
*^ mandarins think of nothing but pleasui^, ex^ 
"•tortion, and luxury y wid, following the ex- 
<* ample of the prince, appear insensible to the 
" loss of cities and fortresses.'* 

Ama at length was shocked at the wretched 
state to which the empire was reduced, and me* 
ditated a design of driving Touhantemur from 
the throne: the plot was discovered, and the 
author of it was disgraced, banished, and de- 
stroyed. The famine in Whayganfu'was so 
great during this year, that the inhabitants and 
garrison were reduced to feed upon the flesh of 
the sick, and of those whose weakness rendered 
them incapable of defending themselves from the 
hands of the stronger and more healthy. 

About the year 1362 the empress Ki, a native- 
of Xorca, had the complete ascendancy at couct» 
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H«r son Afyeu^ilitata refused to submit to the 
plan of education prescribed to the Chinese 
princes, which consisted in lessons given at the 
palace by the mandarins, and where the em- 
peror's children mixed with others of inferior 
rank. The hereditary prince had no taste for 
the severe principles delivered by his learned in- 
structors. He treated their doctrines with con- 
tempt, which they more justly returned upon his 
personal character. The empress, who had 
been used to no other law than her own will, de- 
fended the conduct of her son; Vain and enter- 
prising, she was ambitious of placing her own 
family upon the throne of Korea. She caused 
the reigning king to be assassinated, and en- 
gag^ed her pliant husband to second her wicked 
eiuteavours* At her solicitation he sent out an 
army to forward her views, which was cut to 
faeces, and this calamity completed the disasters 
of the empire. 

An obscure man, named Chu, at this time 
be^^ to acquire considerable importance in the 
southern provinces, and afterwards became the 
most formidable enemy tliat the emperor had to 
resist* He contrived so far to gain the esteem and 
affection of the troops, that" they would have pro- 
claimed him emperor in the year 1364, but he 
declined the honour, assuming for the present 
the title only oi king of U- In this quality, he 
appointed ministers and general officers, whom, 
with all the men of rank attached to him, he 
assembled, and addressed them in the following 
terms ? " You ought to consider, that I have 
" not accepted the title of king but for the pur- 
^ pose of endeavouring to make the people 
** happy J and that it was necessary, in the be- 
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<* ginning of my reign, to agree to new laws^ 
^ which had been long wanted among us* In 
" the point of religious rites, and ceremonies, my 
" opinion is, that each of us ought, in the first 
*' place, to think seriously of refonning his own 
" heart : this is almost all that isjof real impou- 
" tance in religion. As you have hitherto been 
^' my companions, I beg you to assist me In the 
" work of reformation ; to have nothing else in 
" view ; and for that purpose to think of beginning 
« it weU." 

While Touhantemur was reduced to 
^h^r ^^^ greatest extremities by his imprudent 
'* conduct, every thing succeeded with Cha« 
This man, though of an obscure birth, and 
brought up from his infancy among the lower 
classes of people, yet discovered most of those 
qualities which have rendered the memory of 
the greatest princes immortal. It has been 
conjectured, on pretty good grounds, that he 
was, at an early period of his life, a servant^ 
and, probably, no more than a scuHiot^ in a mo- 
nastery of bonzes. He quitted the kitchen 
for the camp, and announced himself as the 
person destined to restore peace to the worldf 
and to render the people, under his rule, com- 
pletely happy* He had the address to prevail 
upon his generals, who at first ^vere a band of 
robbers, like himself, to refrain from pillage and 
massacre. He merited and obtained the esteem 
of the Chinese, by applying himself with ardour 
to the study of their laws, and by reposing con- 
fidence in them on all occasions. He published 
a plan of the form of government which he pur- 
posed to introduce into China ; and took for a 
model that which tlie learned boast of so much 
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m Yau9 Shun, and the three dfnaaties of Xya^ 
Shang^, and Chu* He instituted examinations 
for men of letters, and military officers ; nor did 
he forget the study of the mathematicks. He 
caused the most diligent search to be made for 
men of merit ; rewarding, with a princely libera- 
lity, both the discovei^er and the possessor of 
such qualities. He was at no idle expense for 
^aUfying his pleasures, and had an aversion to 
every thing that tended to encourage effeminacy 
in princes. In the palace which he built at 
N'ankin he forbade any extravagant expense to 
be incurred in costly furniture and foreign cu- 
riosities, particularly excluding whatever might 
inflame the passions, and injure the native mo* 
desty of youth. He gained the hearts of mc^ 
chanicks, husbandmen, and other classes of the 
people, by conversing with them about matters 
relative to their own employments. By these 
means, together with a penetrating genius, he 
soon became master of all the essential parts of 
the Chinese sciences. His valour, military skill, 
greatness of soul, and equity in the distribution 
of employments, acquired him the esteem and 
attachment of His officers, as well as the affisction 
of his people. 

To such a character, a people oppressed and 
despised by the Moguls would naturally at- 
tach themselves. " It is fit," said he, in one 
of his animated discourses, " that the Chinese 
** should govern the Tartars, and not the Tar* 
-** tars govern the Chinese." 

On the first day of the year 1368, Chu was 
solemnly proclaimed emperor of China. The 
joy expressed by the people on this occasion 
was excessive. He went in state to the temple 
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to make a solemn sacrifice to Heaven ; and t&ere* 
declared his eldest son heir to the empire. After 
this ceremony his troops entered Honan, and 
quickly reduced that province. It was not, how- 
ever, till the end of August that Touhantemur 
nominated a regent of the empire of China ; after 
which he called together the great men, princes^ 
and piincesses, and declared to them that he 
would retire into Tartary. Most of the assem- 
bly expressed their own opinion that death was 
preferable to a dishonourable flight. The empe^ 
ror, however, naturally a coward, remained in- 
flexible ; and, in the following night, set out OQ 
his journey, surrounded by his guards, his wives, 
and others of his court, and took, his course tQ» 
wards the north. 

Tiius ended the empire of the Moguls in Chi- 
na, after it had continued in possession of that 
vast country during a term of a hundred and six- 
ty-two years. 

Touhantemur, though deprived of the most 
valuable part of his dominions, still retained his 
sovereignty over the race of the Moguls in Tar* 
tary. Two years after his abdicadon of China 
he died, having reigned thirty-five years as em- 
peror of that country in conjunction with Tartary,' 
and thirty-seven as khan of the latter. 

After the death of this prince his son Ayyew- 
shilitata ascended the throne of the Moguls, and 
removed his court to Karakorom, where a new 
dynasty was founded; respecting which, in its 
earlier stages, history furnishes but few records. 
We must, therefore, content ourselves with such 
fragments as are to be found relating to affairs 
nearer to our own times, with which we shall con- 
tinue the next chapter. 
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CHAP. IV. 



HUtory of the Afogula^ after their Expuhion from 
China* 

AYYEWSHILITATA succeeded his father 
in the empire of Tartary, but we meet 
vnxh nothing concerning his reign, or that of his 
successors, for above two hundred years, ex- 
cepting that he and the other princes of his 
femily were engaged in extensive wars against 
Hongvu, and several of his successors in China* 
The Chinese generals harassed the Tartars hj 
frequent invasions ; who, in their turn, took 
every opportunity of returning the injury. 
They could not look back without regret to the 
beautiful and fruitful country which they had 
lost. 

About the year 1560 the Chinese made 
an excursion beyond the great wall ; but \'^ 
the Moguls fled and hid themselves in the 
forests; by which means it happened that no 
more than twenty-eight of them were killed in 
this expedition, and the whole booty taken by 
the invaders consisted of a hundred smd seventy 
dromedaries. Fourteen years after this, the 
Moguls made an irruption into Lyautong, but 
were entirely routed ; and in the year 1 582 they 
received a total defeat, with the loss of ten thou- 
sand men. In the next year the rivers were 
frozen, whicl\ facilitated their incursions into 
the empire, which they made in great num- 
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"bers, but were cut to pieces by the Gbin^Eift 
troops. 

At length the Moguls or Western Tartaft 
ceased to disturb the Chinese, and lived quieffy 
within their own territories. In this interval the 
Manchews began to grow formidable, and ifi 
the end subdued both the Moguls and Chinese. ~ 

Had the successors of Yonglo vigorously pro- 
secuted the plan which he had begun, the Mo- 
guls would have been brought into a state of 
total subjection ; but, as they neglected it, €fe 
pursued it but with little assiduity, this peopi& 
began by degrees to extend their possessions, oaA 
their princes seized each a portion jof tenitor^y 
which in time grew into sovereignties. The 
title of empeFor -of the Moguls remained wkh 
the chief of these princes, who was desceaddd 
from Kublay ; and it appears that to this khatt 
the oth^r Mogul states, including the Kaikas aod 
Cluths, were tributary, till about the begimiing 
of th^ seventeenth century ; when he hayiog 
made his government insupportable by his ci;mt« 
ties and debaucheries, his subjects called in the 
founder of the Manchew monarchy. Thus the 
Mogul prince became a vassal to the Manchew 
empire, and was obliged to resign the title of 
khan, for that of vang, or wang, givoi him hgr 
the grand-father of the late emperor, who com* 
plet^ the subjugation of the Moguls in the 
neighbourhood of the great wall. 

From this period, the Moguls have been sube- 
ject to the Manchews, who at present reign ia 
China : although it is said that the head of the 
Mogu| princes descended from Touhantemur, 
who are very numerous in Tartary, still pre^ 
(serve a great superiority >over the princes ci the 
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0^er brstuches, descemled fix>m Jenghis Khan 
aQ<k his brothers. These latter are at present 
chiefs of the Tartar tribes, known under the 
dcaioniiaation of the Moguls and Kalkas. 
" Both these natuxis are, in reality, the same 
people, tho«;^h with different names : the Mo- 
^^s are those who have always settled in Tar- 
^fluy ; ;the K,alkas i^re such as were driven out of 
China, and who took their name from the river 
K.ft|ka, on the banks of which they established 
themselves: another branch of the nation of 
JMog«ls.have at present, the name of Eluths^ 
Jboi aee known commonly by the name of Kal" 
fiaucK3, or Calmucks* 

The JLAhKAS preserved their independence 
for fifty or sixty years later than the rest of the 
MiQgQh* Before the war broke out between 
•Aem and the Eluths, about the end of the seveiv 
teenth century, they were divicled into seveii 
.aects, having separate chiefs, three of whom 
iieceived, from the great lama of Thibet, the 
title of Jdian. The Kalkas were so powerful 
before the wars, as to give uneasiness even to the 
emperpr of China* Tliey reckoned in their 
number six hundred thousand families, aqd were 
very rich in flocks and liorses ; but their whole 
state was almost ruined by a calamity, the ecca- 
aion of which is thus related. 

A Kalken prince, called Lopzanghum, atr 
tacked Shaasaktu KJban, and having taken him 
priaiuier, put him to deaths and seized his estate 
and part of his household : the remainder fled to 
T^abetu Khan, who sent an account of what 
hM happened to all the principal chiefs, and in,- 
vited them to umt^ against the usurper* In 
consequence of this requisitkwi they assembled 

Vol.. XI. K 
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their forces against Lopsanghum, who in the 
f:ourse of the war fell into their hands, when they 
^ent him 'to the lama to be punished^ at the same 
time requesting that pontiff to invest the eldeA 
son of Shassaictu with the father's dignity. Their 
request was granted, and the son re-established iA 
his father's territories ; but neither his fiocks nor 
subjects were restored, for Tiiishetu had seiz- 
ed them fbr his own use* 

This lama, called Khutoktu, had been eight 
years a disciple of the great lama at Thibet^ 
where he acquired great reputation, and prfei 
tended to be a living Fo, as well as his master* 
He played his part so well, that those Kalkas 
adored him as a divinity, and his blather went cm 
particular days to worship him* By his pride 
ind misconduct, however, he in the end occasion- 
ed the destruction of his family, and of the empire 
of the Kalkas. 

In all spiritual concerns, the Kalkas ane obe'- 
dient to the grand lama ; who from Thibet cotj^ 
templates the veneration paid to his laws through 
the wide extent of mighty empires* Of all those 
which acknowledged his supremacy, that of the 
Kalkas was the most important* His repre"- 
sentative, Khutuktu, aiming to unite the secul^ 
with the ecclesiastical dignity, excited his bro- 
ther to revolt, and assisted him against the khan, 
or temporal chief. The latter implored the in- 
terference of the grand lama, who dispatched 
his legates for that purpose, while the Khutiiktu 
applied to the Chinese* The authority of the 
grand lama was maintained by another branch 
of the Tartars ; but the armies of the emperor 
of China dispersed the Kalkas, and disabled 
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liiem^froni fbrimiiig themselves agttin into m sepa- 
rate nation* 

HaTing brought down the historf of tixM two 
principal branches of the Moguls, those properljr. 
so called, and the Xalkas, it remains to consider 
that of the Eluths ; of which, however, the 
records are very imperfect. It does not appear, 
either when, or en what occasion, this tribe 
threw off their subjection to the M(^l khans 
resgning at KArakorom, and assumed the dis- 
tiiictiye name by which thej were afterwards 
kOQwu^ or by what means they arrived at a su- 
periority over the other two branches of the 
Moguls. 

In the fifteenth century we find them, how*^ 
^er, under the government of a khan of their 
awn nation, not descended from Jenghis Khan^ 
whose posterity had reigned over all the other 
Tartar tribes. One of their khans, named. 
Onchon, being attacked by the small-pox, the 
whole of his people (according to the Tartar 
custom), as soon as tbey were assured. of tlie 
malady, decamped, and left their chief alone in 
his tent. In this helple^ situation he was dis- 
covered by the enemy with whom he was then 
at w^, and was taken. care of by them till he 
recovered. Heliyed afterwards with the Usbeck 
Tartara three years, concealing his quality ; at 
the expiration pf which period he eflfected his 
escape, and arrived in safety on the frontiers pf 
his ovm dpnunions, whence he apprised his bro- 
ther iSengha . of his adventures and return.— 
Sengha, who had not only taken possession of 
his throne, but was likewise espoused to his wiie, 
was astonished at this intelligence, which at the 
same moment deprived him of the throne and 
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coii8Mt vfhom he tenderly fcired. Re* 
ftulted the empress on the occasion^ who replied- 
that smce her first husband was alive a sense €£ 
duty enjoined her to return to him* Conibufideii 
at this deoisi^f Sengha, insteodoC ambassadors 
to introduce the prince in(p his kingdom> cli»- 
patched assassins to murder him* 

This crime was speedily A^renged. One of 
Onchon's brothers, ittuned Kakkn, aTeng^ im 
death, and wag elected khan of the £lut)^. He 
united his forces v^tb those of the Jl^fogidsr and 
sliared their <)epre8sion iiv the resok of the war, ia 
\«iiich the Chinese so coi-npletefy trittwphed over 
their adrersa^es. The havock amon^ the Ehothv^ 
wa sogreaft, that not moR thkn tenor ^wetve 
fiimilies renuun«d in those vast countries. % ths^ 
conquest fhe emperor of China estaUisbiBd: Mi 
dwnhiionsf as far as the extend ve deserts and fb^ 
rests which form the botmdaty of Russid. It is 
reported that Kaldan was skbi in battle^ and 
that his nephew Raptan assqfxted the governoiettft' 
of the remains of that once vast empire^ By his 
exertions, the natron became once more fiouri^v- 
ing, and he saw his laws respected in 'Thibet^ 
\fhich country he Buccessfiilfy invaded. Since 
that period, the Ehitha have been ctisperae4 
among different nations. Some. of the tribes^ 
pursued by the Chinese, implored the protection 
of Russia; in the year. 1720 several paittea of 
them sent ambassadors to P^ter I. emperor of 
llussia, then at St« Petersburg, ofiR&riag to be^ 
come tributary to him, provided be would send 
ten thousand regulat* troops wkh camion to their 
assistance ; but the war with Sweden^ together 
with the views which Peter entertained respecting^ 
Persia^ hindered him from accepting thes!(& ftdvai^ 
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tageotts propo^afo* In the meftn time) the 
Chinese seized all that part of the country lying 
to the east of the deserts on. the fronders of 
JChlfia, ivhere they settled colonies of the Moguls, 
bat did not molest the terriu»ies of the grand- 

The KipjAKs inhabit the western part of 
Tartary. Th» esitensive empire formerly in- 
cluded Astrakan and £assao» the whole of Little 
Tartary, and some neighbouring European pro* 
yiaces* . It was first founded by Jenghis Khan, 
and has been either extended or contracted by 
his successors, as their arms were 'successful or 
otherwise* 

The achievements of the suhans, or khans, 
who reigned over these vast countries, prove 
that they were in general celebrated in war* 
•The chief of these sultans were the following : 
BurghaKhan, who reigned with great j^ jy^ 
glory^ and was held in great awe and 1326^* 
veneration by all his neighbours. Being 
once on the road to visit Koplay Khan, lie 
met with some merchants of Great BukluLria* 
and discoursing with them about the Mohanvr 
medan worship and religi(»i, he was so af<- 
fected with the account they gave of it, that h^ 
immediately adopted its doctrines as rules of his 
conduct* In a short time after, he converted his 
brother Togay Timur, who accompanied him ; 
and at his return published an order for all his 
subjects to emibrace the religion of Mohammed* 
He died, however, before he completed his object, 
after having reigned twenty-five years. 

Burgba the Second, towards the middle of 
the thirteenth century, reduced the Moscovites 
and Bulgarians^ traversed Russia ravaged Po". 
&2 
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land, MoniHtLs Daltn^iii, and w^ on hi^ tttatt sia 
towards Hungary to besiege Consta^diM^iiJp 
when death arrested him in hte career. ? 

Usbek intfodticed the Mc^mmedan weRAS|li 
through all the provinces of his dominion*,' atw 
conciliated the aflTection of his subjects to With -m 
degree that they assumed the name of Usbeks^ 
which they have ever since retAincd. 
^D Jani Bek invaded Persia, Whewie lie 
1^49. brought four hundred camcFs' load of 
gold ^nd jewels, which he distributed 
among his soldiers* This prince acc^uired the 
reputation of being a very virtuous and de» 
vout Mohammedan. In his reign, Msdek Ashraf 
had seized the kingdom of Agerbejan in Iran, 
and the neighbouring protinces^ but his tynrtiHy . 
induced niany of his subjects to leave the country* 
Among these was a thief man of the laws, who, 
one day expounding the Koran in the mosque 
before die khan, took occasion to touch on th^ 
scandalous life of Malek Ashraf; then addressing^ 
Jani Bek, he declared, that in case he did not 
do his utmost to restrain the infamous conduc^t 
of that tyrant, both he and his subjects would 
iiocuse him, before the throne of God, of aH the 
evil that might accrue from his tyranny. 
^ D Birdi Bek, the successor of Jatti, was 
1356. detained by afTairfe of ithportance in the 
provinces of Iran, t\i^o years after hin 
father's death. Upon his return, he abandoned 
himself to a lilfe of tyranny ahd sensuality 4 
Imagining that he had a long time to live, he 
put to death all his relations, lest any of them 
should attempt to expel him from the throne, 
Which he possessed so unworthily ; but his de» 
baucberies soon put a close to his existence^ and 
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is. With thtS' khftn, the pmitnty of MoigH 
Timur Khan became extinct^ the aceptre of 
the countries of Ktpjak was oonfetred upon the 
other descendants of Jaji Khan^ of whom nothing 
is related that is sufllkiently hnpoftant to claim a 
place m this Mstorf • 

The Xipjak and Usbek khans, ever at TaHance 
with surrounding nations, gradually found them* 
selves driven back by the Rtlssians from their 
ancient domain near the Caspian Sea, and shut 
tip itt Crhn Tartary. The branch which estab- 
hshed ' and per^tetuated themselves there, adopt* 
ed the name of Keray. History has recorded the 
names of a great number of sultans who reigned 
in these ports, during the sixteenth atid seven* 
teenth centuries, and who were sometimes sove- 
reign princes, sometimes vassals to the Turks, 
to the Genoese, and lastly to the Russians. The 
powers who subjected them assumed the title of 
protectors* There exists at Jamboli, a port of 
Criro Tartary, a kind of repository of these prin- 
ces, whence the Ottoman Porte elects khans to 
succeed those who have given oiience to that go- 
^mment : and to this place Russia applies when 
She thinks it eligible to replace any whom she 
deposes. Vhiii are these precarious sovereigns 
the political sport of those two mighty pow- 
ers. 

We have now traced the Tartars, under dif- . 
terent denominations, in their progress fruni 
their hnmense plain towards China and the south- 
em parts of Muscovy, whence they reached the 
Krimea* 

We shall hereafter find them spreading them- 
selves round the ('aspian sea, into ancient Persia^ 
. sobdmng the Bukharias and InakS| «nd*tta« 
1 
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furling their bitnners ia the oouBttits wat^jedisf 
the Ganges and the Indus. » 

After the conquest of Great Bukharia by tlie 
Mogois, it took the name of Zagatay or Igatafi 
in honour of the new proprietor. This nanae it 
retained as long as the khans descended from 
him reigned in those parts* Upon their expul- 
sion by the Usbeks, the country assumed the 
name of the new conquerors. 

Great Bukhabia is situated between 34 and 
46 degrees of latitude, and between 76 and d2 
degrees of longitude ; it is. divided into three 
large provinces, viz. Bukharia Proper, Samaiv 
kand, and Balk, to each of which there is gen^ 
rally a separate khan. 

To this country nature has been very liberal: 
the mountains abound with the richest mines; 
the valleys are of an astonishing fertility in fruits 
and pulse ; the rivers swarm with excellent fish t 
and wood, which is scarce in Great Tartary, is 
found here in plenty : it is, in short, the best cuW 
tivated, and best inhabited, of all the parts of 
northern Asia: but these apparent blessings 
scarcely prove so to the Tartar nations, who are 
naturally so lazy, that they will rather plunder 
and murder their neighbours, than apply them* 
selves to the cultivation and improvement of the 
natural benefits belonging to the country. 

Bukhar, in the Mogul language, signifies 
learned, and Bukharia, the country of the learned ; 
because there was a time when the sciences wen^ 
cultivated there with considerable success, and 
the Moguls travelled thither themselves, and sent 
their children for instruction. 

Bukhana Proper is more ornamented with 
towns than the other provinces. The capital is 
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bitSt CO the banks of a river, the waters of which 
m so pernicious as to.engender in the legis of U)e 
mhabitatits worms of an ell kmg, which working, 
at ^G^ rate of an inch a day, are gradually rolled 
upy and fhus extraaed. Nolwithstanding this^ 
^eat iDcoavenifencef it is, forbidden. tc\ drink any 
other liquor than water and mare's milk : the vi-. 
qiators of this \aw are scourged in the publick 
narfeet& 

A The khm possesses neitlier greai power nor 
^ea^u As kis revenues are but smalU he 19 
niaintaincd chiefly by the city ; for he takes the 
tfthe of cvei7 thing sold in it« to the great uo* 
pBurensfament of the people. When he. wants fno* 
ney to pay his debtSrhe even sends officers to take , 
gmods Bpcmi the shopkeepei^ upon credit. 

The language of Bukharia is that of the Per-/ 
WOBf -to whom from a long period these Tartars; 
Wcce. sabjecty but they are now their irrccondift* 
hke enemies. They quarrel with and reproach: 
them as unbelievers^ because they do not shavtt 
the upper lip. Copper and silver money passes 
current^ but all considerable sums are paid in gold 
or silver, which they cut and weigh* Commerces 
httwevery i& shackled in all their cities by the ty». 
ranny of the khans and their officers. 

The greater part of the towns of the province 
of Samarcand are fallh^ &st to decay. The capi-, 
tfd is fortified with <»trong bulwarks of earthy and 
it& buildings are many of them made of stone, dug 
out of the neighbouring quarries. 

The academy of sciences in this city is one of 
t^e most eminent among the Mohammedans, 
who resort thither from M parts to study. The 
sy^^paper nmde here is the most beautiful in all 
Aaia., The province of Balk, being in a higher 
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State oT cultivation than the rest» returns iim^ 
Idian a considerable revenue. Hi9 subjects pog^^s 
sess mines of precious stones, gold, and rilirinjrtt 
They who live at the foot of the mountains mi^f 
siud to leather a quantity of gold and silver dtsot* 
brought down by the torrents, when the sno^iiie;^ 
melts. . » 

The monarch's castle is a large struQture, buil^ • 
after the eastern fashion, almost exclusively qjE 
marble dug out of the neighbouring mountain9«c 
The chief cause to which this prince owes the con-^ - 
tbuation of his authority, is the jealousy which, 
prevails among the neighbouring powers ; so that 
be is always sure of b^ing assisted by one of 
them when attacked byjanother. 

The inhabitants of Bukbaria are divided igitOc 
three sorts. The Bukhars, who are the anciei^t 
inhabitants; the J^^atays or Moguls, who esta*, 
blished themselves there under) Jagatay, sec<md 
son of Jenghis Khan ; and the Usbek Tartai%* 
who are its real possessors. 

The Bukhars are of a good stature, and rather 
fair for the climate. They have large black eyes« 
and aquiline noses, a well-formed countenancey 
Uack hair, and a bushy beard, and are exempt 
from the deformity of the Tartars, among whom 
they live. The women, for the most part, arc. 
tall, and have Ene features and complexions. The 
difference between the dress of the two sexes is^ 
very inconsiderable ; only the robes of the females 
are the most ornamented. In their religion they., 
are Mohammedans ; and they chiefly ^subsist by 
commerce. They never embarrass themselves^ 
cither with war or politicks. Their origin is un- 
known ; of themselves they say they have emi- 
gmted from a far country. 



d by Google 



f 



HINDOSTAN. 107 

The Jagatay and Usbek Tartars are the s^une 
people under two denominations* They value 
themselves on being the most valiant and robust 
of all the Tartar tribes. Their wives follow them 
to the field of battle, undauntedly mix with the 
combatants, and frequently give astonishing proob 
of their prowess. 

The dress both of the men and women is short 
and wet! adapted for exercise* Rice and horse* 
flesh constitute their most delicious articles of 
fixxi, and liquor extracted from mare's milk is 
their usual beverage. 

The horses of the Usbeks are very ill shaped 
and are disgustingly lean ; but very swift, pa- 
tient of labour, and maintained at little or no 
expense. Their masters are commonly at war 
widi the Persians, to which they are induced 
•by the fine plains of Korassan; but the moun- 
tains, inaccessible to their cavalry, hinder them 
fitmi penetrating into the dominions of the 
Great Mogul. Such of them as feed on their 
cattle, live under portable huts, like their neigh- 
bours the Kalmuks: but they who cultivate 
lands dwell in the vilh^es ; very few living in 
ckies or towns, which are exclusively possessed 
by the Bukhars or ancient inhabitants. 

Little Bukharia is so called, not because 
it is inferior to the other in point of size, but 
because it is neither so fertilc'nor so populous. 
It is in hct more extensive than Great Buk- 
haria. 

' This province is populous and fertile ; but 
the great elevation of the mountains renders it 
cold and uncomfortable. There is no travelling 
from one habitable spot to another without en- 
' countering many difficulties and dangers ; as 
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«be Tartars who rove on the pl»fis, and the 
pirates who infest the coasts, are constancy on 
the watch for phinder ; and a person may travel 
'fbr4a]rs tog;ether, without meeting with an faotise 
' of entertainment. 

This country produces niusk, gold«du8t, and 
precious stones of all kinds. Some parts of the 
desert afford neither forage nor water, stnd the 
lonely traveller, in crossing them, fneqoentiy 
loses his horses; for this reason the Tartais 
make use of dromedaries, which are content 
with little food, and can live five or six days with- 
out drinking. In other parts there are tracts of 
tolerably good ground, which are known to tra- 
vellers of that country \ and which camels wili 
scent from afar, and hasten to them to refresii 
themselves. 

The inhabitants of this country resemble 
those of Great Bukharia. They are, however^ 
of ^a darker hue, more addicted to commerce^ 
and^ore skilful in the pursuit of it. Their drcSs 
too is somewhat longer : the Women wear more 
ornaments, and dye their nails red. The oii- 
married women are distinguished from the 
others by a long piece of linen, passing tmder 
their bonnets, round the neck, and tied behind^ 
so that one end hangs down to the wdst. As 
the fiukharians sell their daughters, these are^ 
real treasure. The betix>thed couple are for- 
bidden to see each other from the time of sign- . 
ing the contract till the celebration of maifw 
riage ; and even at the nuptial cefemony, they 
are obliged to answer the questions put by the 
priest, at a distance from each other. Polygamy 
is condemned by their laws, bat is practmd 
almost universally* Bolh sexes- carry abiMit J 
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tb&tk praiftTS wnUen by tbeir pneaitt and kepi 
io a small leadiem parse, in tbeiiiai»>er of relickt* 
A ¥R)0ian for Satiy day« after childbirth is not a]^ 
lowed to make use oCb«r prafera. 

Tiie bosmeas «f a phy«cian) ia thia ooiBitiyi 
^ to read a aeiitei^ee fitNH aonie booka to th^ 
ftttieDt, to breath oo kirn aeveral timeai and waYe 
H ^aip-edged knife acroaa hia fiu:e> ia order to 
eat the root o£ the disorder. If he diea, the 
Koaon is plaeed on his breast* to prove that Mo*> 
haimnedanisiiLta the prevailing and eflficadoua re* 
Ugion* The body is afterwards carried to the 
grave^ which is made in a pleasant wood and en- 
ek»aed with.a hedge or palisade* 

The Bt^Uiariana consider the Koran to haYse 
lieea delivered to mankind by Moses and the 
{irapliets; but to have been eiq>lained after* 
mcihy Mohammedi Thef have an uncom- 
«QDa veneration for Je^s Chri^) whom thef 
sagard as a dasttngui^htd prophet. They be- 
tan in the resurrectioa, and^ a finture ^st- 
'ance, but th^ cannot be persuaded that any 
9ill fiqaHfr feriab* In many articles of their 
ceeed ^y appear to Imre just and mUonal 
notions of the pe^ections of God. Five hours 
kk the day ai^ app<Hnted for prayers ; on some 
aiecaaifMUh they observe a month's fest, daring 
«he daf-time, but ihty wiU eat afid drink U 



Jaipatay, seoand son of Genghis Khan, ^ j^ 
...js a prince who excelled the nest of hia i232.* 
brothers m every accomplishment; on 
utiish acqmm his &ther gave him for hia share 
•af the empire ^ the country i>f Great Buk^- 
hariij and otk^* ejcteiMive promces* Thia lovi 
«H» jooe of tfae jnost pcHverfiil among the jMj»* 

Vol. XL L 
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guls, and the fifth direct aneestor of the eMbaJLf 
ed Timur Bek, or Tamedatie the Greau ? 

T¥reoty-ifive princes were descended from J*r 
gatayy and their empire continued during a series ' 
of a hundred and seventy years, and terminated 
in the second year of the fifteenth century, owii^ 
td the dissentions amongst members of the ^am^ 
family, whose ambition was active in expelling 
e^ch other from the throne* The last sovere^ 
w«is no more than a nominal prince, who . com* 
nianded some battalions of troops in the army of 
Tamerlane* - . • 

The khans of Little Bukharia were also thf^ 
posterity of the same Jagatay ; but in their d^ 
tcent the direct line was often interrupted 
A. D. "^^^l^^ Timur was the first of these 
1348. pnnces who eilnbraced Mohammeda^^ 
ism. The circumstances of his conireii^ 
sion are remarkable* As he was hunting he ob- 
served , some foreign i^erchants in the plaee 
which he had chosen for assembling the gamci 
contrary to his express proclamation* . In a trans^ 
port of pas^on, he ordered theni to be broi^ht 
to him ; and asked why they infringed his laws? 
One of them replied they were strangers. The 
khan told them, *< they were worse than dogs." 
*< If we were not true believers," rejpined tl^e 
sheik, ^^ there would be. ground for making ne 
^ more account of us than dogs ; because in that 
<( case, notwithstanding the reason we are en- 
.» dowed with, we should be less worthy thaa 
« beasts*" 

This reply so affected the khan, Uial he 
questioned the sheik, in private, . as to the 
natui^ of his religion, which gave him suoii 
ec«lfidence in his answer. The sheik ea^rtained 
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tke dtrtkk^ of the Mc^atomedao faith in so fiU 

foanl^ a manner that the khan agreed to adopt 

it hhnself ; and desired him to attend him, at 

a cet^n time, to concert the means of establish^ 

m^ k in his dominions. Hie sheik dying soon 

al&r his return into his own country, his son, 

porsoandy to his father's orders, attempted to 

gain admission to the khan, to remmd him of 

his deelaratimi. His endeavours to enter the 

pidace were fruitless: he therefore, early one 

iBommg^, ascended a hiU near the castle, and 

there repeated his prayers in so audible a voice 

as to awaken Togalak ; who sent for the zes^ot, 

to know the reason of this noise* The sheik 

taking thb opportunity of executing his com« 

mission, that prince no longer deferred em* 

bracing' the religion of the prophet. All the 

lords about the court followed his example) " 

excepting one, who put his conversion upon 

^le following issue* ^ There is," said he^ 

*^ among our people, a man endowed with ex- 

• traordinary strength: if the Mohammedan 

** will wrestle with him, and overthrows him, I 

" will consent to embrace his religion." The 

Inissionary accepted the challenge, and in a 

moment laid him motionless on the ground. 

The combatant, and the lord who proposed this 

trial of skill, instantly adopted the faith of their 

antagonist. All the Moguls who were subject to 

Togalak, to the number of' a hundred and sixty 

thousand, became converts to the faith thus'mi« 

raculously rec^ommended. • 

The account which* has been given of the 
sovereigns of Bukharia is, in a great measure^ 
appropriate also to those who reigned in Iran, 
^ ccnmtryj^ch is denommated by the Asiadcks 
the two IrakSi yit. the Arabian and Persian. 
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From the death of Jenghis Khdn, IrMl^' 
-^^^ or Persia at large, with the neighbo^atiny 
^^ countries, was governed by officers «|^ 
pointed by his successors, who kept their court «d^ 
Kara&orom, till the year 1251 ; when Meng^hOr 
the fourth Mogul khan, intrusted the govcttt- 
ment of that province to Hul^cli,' his brother.: 
This prince captured Bagdad, taking prisoncfr 
the caliph, Alt Mostasem, and possessed him-*, 
self of Aleppo, Damascus, and part of Syria. 

After this expedition, ilulaku, hopkig &r 
tome re|x)6e, assembled the piiiici{Md astrono^ 
mers to be fotind in the Mohammedan countries^ 
to whom he gave laiige pensions,* and fom^hcKi 
thetn with all sorts of necessary instruments .fyfi 
making observations at Maragha, where he bixiit 
a magnificent observatory. |n all his mtlitaq^ 
expeditions he was acccwnpanied by one ofhaf 
wives, who was a Christian, and was much cflK 
teemed by him for her prudence and knowledgef - 

Abaka succeeded his fether Hoiakiiv 
12S ^^ ^*® ^ prince endowed with prudence^ 
. ' capacity, and teaming; qualities which' 
rendered him dear to his subjecti^, aiKi gave hint 
success in all his transactions, both foreign and 
domestick. He drove the Mamelukes out el 
Egypt, and penetrated into Syria. He was po^ 
soned by his visder, whom he had threatened ta 
disgrace. 

His son Ahmed was chosen for hii 
^2d2 8^c^^®*^> ^f ^® grandees of the natkin j 
but he lost their esteem by embracing* 
Mohammedanism, to which the Moguls^ at that 
period, expressed a rooted aversion. These 
troubles began in the first year o£ his reign. 
His nephew Argun, who could not endure to see 



d by Google 



hipk on a. throne to whicli he himself had {ireteiir 
^oQs, retired immediately into the province of 
Korassan, where he made preparations to dia» 
pute the sovereignty with his uncle* In this at* 
tc^mpthe was completely unsuccessful; he was 
taken prisoner by Ahmed, who sentenced him to 
sul^r death, and who withdrew during the ex* 
teution of his . orders* 

Ahmed, believing that the danger was now 
swrted) resdved to return to Bagdad, in order to 
enjoy the sweets of peace. The partisans of Ar- 
^un took advantage of these circumstances to 
l||b!erate him, and placed him at their head, pur- 
med Ahmed, who was unsuspicious of their de» 
rign&, and falling upon him put him to death. 
, When Argun ascended the throne, he ^ j^^ 
conferred the chief post in the empire on 1284.' 
Buga, who disposed of every thing with 
an almiost ab^ute power. Said, who was pre- 
sident of the div^ in the former reign, retired 
from court, and had already left Ispahan, in or- 
der to go into Hindostan, when Argun recalled 
him, and confirmed him in his office ; but Biig^ 
iealous of a rival, contrived to get rid of his col- 
league. He accused Said of poisoning his &ther 
Abaka; and the credulous prince, without anf 
examination, sacrificed him to the ambition ot 
his rival. 

Said was a man endowed with great wisdom 
and experience, and eminently distinguished 
&r bis humility. Several elegies were com- 
posed to console the people for his loss; and 
it is said that the executioner, before he 
performed his office, made the , ablution usual 
before their prayers, and then, opening the 
L8 
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Sortni to dmw the faU or good lot^ met wftb 
^ese wofds: * They who say^to God, It te 
<^ you who are oor master, and who wattt in ^km 
^ right path, and m conlbnnity to thai( bettd^ 
^ God wiU tend angels to comlbrt tiiem te 
<< affliction, and assure them of the paradias 
^ which has been promised them.** - 

Such was Argun's hatred of the rdigioi^ of 
Mohammed, tha^ he meditated the eKtirpfttk>n of 
the wh<de of tiiat sect from his dominions, fia 
the room of Said, he placed his whole confidence 
^entirely in a Jewish physician, who advanced 
many of his own nation and religion into encs- 
ployment \ without hurting, however, the interest 
of the Christians, who were powerful at eoartw 
l^ussulmen were ^ only people who had no 
cii^t there, after the demise of Said ; th«Pf 
were depnved of all places belonging to tiM 

Edicature, as well as the finances, and were at 
St forbidden to appear in the presence of the 
sovereign* 

Argun, we are tdd, had promised the €hH»« 
6ans to convert the temple of Mecot into a 
church, where instead of worshipping the <«e 
God they would have addred statues and images i 
but providence, who, according to the Mohatu* 
medans, always watehes over their religion, pie« 
vented this great revolution ; for Argun became 
sick before the execution of his design. In h» 
last agonies, he had the mortification to learn that 
his favourite Jew was assassinated by his enemies^ 
Irho took the opportunity which the sulttui^i 
illness afforded of revenging themselves uf>on 
the man from whom they liad sustained so many 
injuries. - 

GanJatU) the successor of Argun, was vigilant 
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iti ifcft aAninistiittMii of jatidctj but te ^^ j^ 
grcHtly clishoDoumI Ivmflelf by his K- 139]'. 
««ntlousncM» SeyemI iioblnBie&, wkoM 
dftoghien hm huA farced vmwft conspired agUMt 
him, and at length cflbcted his destnictkiiu 

Baydtty bis imcle»ii4io is suspected of asmdng 
Id the murder of the nephew, retired only eight 
nonths. Gaaan, a son of Afgun» wias am- 
feadoits of oxpefling his mal ; aiid, seconded by 
a mimenMis anny, sent an ambassador to BaydU) 
to ^mand the mqwlerers of Ganjatv ; but no 
fegard was paid to this applicadon. He now 
KttOlved to hare recourse to hostilities $ and an 
ad^i^anced party of his- forces having met with the 
Tanguard of Ba^du's army, defeated and look 
moat of them prisoners, wiule the rest escaped to 
the camp, canying intelligence of the disaatrom 
tffentk 

The rifals were however brought to agree (o 
pBcifick measures proposed by the nobles. They 
had a meeting, in which each imbibed suS'* 
^klons to l^e pfejndice of the odier; and hova 
that time ihey spread aiares for each others 

Newru^ Gaaan's enar, was sent to Baydti 
under the ?eil of friendship ; but the real object 
of his embassy was to fiMrm a party against 
vBaydtt, in liskvour of his master. This commis- 
«eQ he executed so well, that having gained 
over the prime^ministcr of Baydu to his pur- 
posesy they agreed to supplant Uiat sorereign, 
and set Gaean upon the throne. 

Baydu, in the mean time, hayiog suspicions 
respecting the conduct of Newroa, caused him 
to be watched, and wou)d not suffer him to 
4itir out .of his palace* The apiiry however. 
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aawnd l»m i^th nunf isatliSf tltat ff .te mtedd: 
permit ium to return to Eat%aaanf he would: 
deliver Gazan» boondy into his hands; and at 
length he obtained leave for his departure. But 
as soon as Newruzhad reached his own couixtryy 
to save his oath, he sent a kettle tied up in a 
bag to Baydu ; thus joining raillery to fidsehood ;' 
gazan:ni the Mogul language signifying a k&ttie^^ 
The sultan instantly perceived by this equiv9^ 
cation that he had been imposed upon, but 
it vras now too late for a remedy. In a short 
time he fell into the snare that was .spread for, 
him. * He attempted to save himself by flight,, 
but was overtaken by Newruzy who put him to 
death. 

j^ -Q Gasan ascended the vacant throne^ 
1394] and assumed the name of Mahmudy hav* 
ing first avowed his adherence to the 
Mohammedan faith. He was no sooner ac- 
knowledged sovereign than he found himself 
surrounded by relations, who were desirous of 
disputing his right, and as anxious to sway the 
Persian sceptre as himself. Newruz,ever faith- 
ful to his master,^ forced the rival princes to retire, 
and leave Gazan to enjoy the kingdom in peace. 
He displayed much wisdom and equity in his 
administration of the government. He often 
sat personally in his couit of justice, where all. 
his subjects might freely prefer their complaints 
against the greatest lonb and ministers of the 
state, whom be obliged to make satisfaction ac- 
cording to the wrongs which they bad done. The 
tried fidelity of Newruz could not protect him 
from the effects of wrongful suspicions, to which 
his master listened with a jealous disposition^ 
and caused himi without further inquiry) to be 
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pat to death. The princewas Idmaaff i 
Elated in the eleventh year of his reign, and wst' 
siKxeeded by his brother AfjaytU} who, relin« 
qtdsfamg the peligibn oi his fitthers tor that of 
McrfisHuned) asiumed the titte of ^ Serraat of 

T6 Aljaytu the city of Sukania owes j^ p 
ks origin, who made tiiis spot his ve- 1303. 
aidence. Of all the princes of Jenghia 
Klian'6 race he was the most distingiiiahed for 
fab lo«e of justice and religioii, the infioeoce of 
which he endeavoured to promote among 1m 
saljects* 

Abusidd, the next khan, was but twelve ^ j^ 
yean c^ age when he succeeded his fii* 1319/ 
thef . The two ministers of Ai jayti» were 
imeiigeiic and upright men i Uieae his &«» con* 
aotaed in their office ; but he wanted proper au- 
thority Of address to maintain a friendly inter-* 
oourse between them. One of them, by the aid 
df Ji^Mtfi, the genena in chief of the army, con* 
trived tb supplant the other^ and the two con- 
lKdera^» made themselves masters of the em* 
fkre ; but the minister dyings all the authority 
dev<^ed to Juban, ii4io had before married the 
^sier of the sultan* 

Joban had a da^hter of very great beauty^ 
who was married to Hassan* According to the 
laws of the Moguls, every private pemm was 
obHged to divorce his wife if the khan wished to 
espouse her. Abusiud demanded for himself 
Mnrnt <b»ghter m marriage ; but to this neither 
the &ther nor Hassan would consent*^ The^ 
former ventured to make use of disrespectfot 
taguage ag»B«t Im aovereigfif a^ to vetiiov* 
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court. ?> 

The princty irriti^ed by the absence of tto^ 
object of his affections, expressed his indighadciiir 
in terms which could not fail toidarm the ^SS 
neral) who in consequence withdrew into K^ 
rassan, where he was much respected, aiid htkne 
he leWed an anny« Notwithstanding his miii^' 
tary skill, the war on the part of Juban was utr«* 
si^ccess&l : it began in victory, but the Utx^ 
were soon gained over by, the emissaries of the 
SQvereign, and abandoned their genend*. */ 

Juban took refuge with Malek Kurt, whofl^* 
he had brought up fvom his in&ncy, and who^ 
was under the greatest obligation to him oq^ 
various accounts. From htm, however, he met 
with no return of gratitude; for this man hav^ 
kig received an express from the sultan, with 
dispatches offering a high reward if he would 
8^ Juban's head, the first message which the 
general received from his ungrate^l pupil wa»^ 
by the hands, of the executioner. ^11 the &<* 
vour that Juban could extort from Malek, wha 
refused to see him, was the promise of three ar-^ 
ticles. First, That.as soon as his head was sever-, 
ed from his body, he should send one of his fin- 
gers, which was doul^d at' the end, to Abusaid^s 
camp* Secondly, That he would cause his body 
to be sent to Medina, there to be buried in a 
chapel which had. been built at his expense. 
And, thirdly. That he would convey his son 
Jalayn to the court of Abusaid. The execu- 
tioner, after these conditions were agreed to on 
the part of his emj^oyer, immediately cut off the 
l^^ pf the unfortunate 7uba0y which was sent 
(o the sultfin. 
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IKRbeDMUekweiit to receiire his rewwl) he 
was extremely surpinsed to find that Haisan had 
i^mn up bis wife to the prince, and that shct 
whose father he had just murdered, enjoyed an 
almost unlimited authority ovn* her new spoiise* 
Hdwevcr, he advanced, but was received with 
coldness, and thciught himself very fortunate that 
he was suffered to ^epart with the loss only of the 
expected reward. 

Some who envied the good fortune of Hassan^ 
and were uneasy at the power which the sulta* 
na had engrossed, began to whisper that this 
princess still carried on a secret intimacy with 
her-^'first husband* Inconsecjuence of these re- 
pcMtS) Hassan was banished by the sultan, who 
also treated his new wife with great coolness* 
The &lsity of these charges being discovered, and 
the authors of them punished, Abusaid restoi^d 
the sultana and Hassan to his favour, and confer- 
red on the latter the government of that part of 
A«a Minor which at that time tielonged to his 
dominions. 

Soon after this, Abusaid was seized with % 
dangerous sickness, for which his physicians pre« 
scribed bathing. One day, while he was in the 
bath> he fell into a swoon, and expired soon af- 
ter. His body was transported to Sultania with 
great pomp^ and interred in the sepulchre of his 
ancestors. 

On the death of Abusaid the empire ^ ^^ 
of the Moguls in Iran, or Persia at . 3335/ 
large, became dismembered. The race 
of Jenghis Khan were no longer recognized. The 
nobles fortified themselves in different provinces, 
which they plundered, and took arms against 
each other. Nor did these disorders cease till 
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of the couDtrm north of the Jifaiim» turnedliis I 
.vktoriotis ann9 against those south of thai nwf $ 
and in a short time biwi^^ht all the coot^idii^ I 
^nncca of Iran under subjecticm* 

Among the petty djmasties which» during ibS» 
interral of destructiony sprung up in that gmut 
jttgiony aie mentioned the Qkaniany descended 
from HulakU) and the Jubanian> fixnn the uf^ 
brtnnate general Jtiban. The princes of the 
fenner reigned over Arabian Irak sev«nty«i« 
years ; those of the latter only twenty years, m 
Persian Ink. All theae aovereignties, tf aoA 
they may be called, were at last swallowod «^ 
in ^at of Tamerlane. 
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jt%e JBUtory of Timur Beky commonly coiled Tai/i&f^ 
lancy and Im Successors, 

TIMLIR BEK, better known by the name of 
Tamerlane^ was boili durine the troubles 
-which desolated Persia* His father Tragai 
^was <me of those chieftuns who, after the death 
.of Abusaid) had taken possession of a 
part of that empire* Timur, at his fa- ^- ^* 
other's death, was amludous of preserv- 
ing his usurped power, and with that view 
formed an alliance with the neighbouring chie&, 
of whom the principal was the emir Hussayn. 
These two jointly encountered the greatest dan- 
gers in the wars which they were compelled to 
wage* After an important action with Tekil, the 
governor of Kivah, the two princes thought it 
safest to sepai^te ; Timur crossed the desert 
with his wife, Hussayn's sister, and came to 
Jurfey, where he was surrounded by the Turk- 
mans, and his situation might have proved fatal 
if he had not beeil knb^vn by one of them, who 
protected him and provided him with the means 
of joining his brother-in-law. 

Timur valiantly exposed his person in every 
formidable engagement ; he h^d a genius capable 
of great actions, and was as well acquainted with 
the art of commanding as with that of fighting. 
He experienced the greatest vicissitudes of for- 
tune ; being at different times a conqueror, de- 
Vol. XL M 
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feated, prisoner, released, wounded, fleeing al*- 
most alone through deserts, received in tie? 
great cities, sometimes on terms of the strictest, 
friendship with Hussayn, at other times at va- ■• 
riance with him ; but in the end he became more 
powerful than his colleague, whose ill qualities 
estranged the affection of his troops and generals^ 
while the exceHent disposition of Tiraur capti^ 
vated every heart. At a great entertaiii* 
•^•^ ment made by the latter, he pi'oposed'tfe 
deliver out of prison Hamidj general -of 
the G(5tes, whose father had been his friend, an'Q 
prince Eskander his companion. Hussayn cod-. 
sent^ed, althougli the latter was his personal en^ 
my. When those who assisted at the consulta- 
tion were returned liome, Timur sent two einir^ 
to release the prisoner ; but their keepers seeing 
them at a distance, and imagining they came to 
put Ham id to death,* knocked him down and cut 
off his head. This mistake proved fatal also to 
Eskander ; for emir Hussayn sent, to demand 
that pnnce, and on getting him into his power, 
put him to death. 

In the following spring, news was brought that 
the Getes were marching toward Great Buk- 
haria* The two princes went out to meet themt 
Hussayn commanded the right wing, and Timur 
the left. In consequence of a violent storm 
during the engagement, the Getes, who were 
well sheltered, obtained a complete victory. In 
a second attack they were also successful, when 
Timur rallied his forces, and a terrible slaughter 
ensued. Hussayn might still, if he had been 
attentive to Timur s advice, have rendered the 
victory complete ; but, whether through envy or 
presumption, he twice abused the messengers 
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sent by Timur^' who resolved' to show his resent- 
Qient at seeing the opportunity thus lost ; and 
when Uussayn, after he had recovered from his 
ill-huraour, sent several messages to Timur, re- 
vesting to see him at his tent, that prince refused 
lo go to him. The battle was renewed the next 
morning, when Timur*s forces were defcateJ 
with great slaughter. Hussayn crossed the 
Jihun ; but Timur remained in the country, 
with , the resolution of opposing the Getes* 
Finding his endeavours fruitless, he repaired to 
Balk, where be took great pains to increase his 
forces^ The Getes laid siege to Samarcand, but 
were obliged to abandon the enterprise. Timur 
and Hussayn renewed their friendship, and in 
conjunction extended the limits of their empire. 
Although the former had the greater share in 
the war, he took but a secondary interest wjtii 
itspect to the general^ administration of the states 
which they had in this manner added to their 
possessions. But Hussayn was not satisfied with 
the authority ced^ to him by Timur. He 
obliged him, by his unjustifiable conduct, to de« 
* fend himself by declaring war against him. All 
tlie princes ranged themselves on the side of 
Timur. He besieged his rival in the city of 
Bal^ whither he had retired, and took him 
prisoner^ When he was brought before Timur, 
the recollection of their ancient friendship drew 
tears from the conquei-or's eyes ; who, when 
it came to his duty to pronounce sentence 
upon the captive, only said, " I renounce the 
*' right of taking away his life, and cancel the 
^^ sentence of death awaixlcd against him." The 
nobles, fearing Hussayn's resentment, should he 
te suffered to escape, determined not to consic'er 
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the emperor*s renunciation of his power aa a pm^ 
don to the captive prince ; and when he "wri " 
drew, followed him and killed him. Thus 
Tiraur left alone at thjC head of a vast cm| 
which he afterwards augmented by subsecpielii 
victories, that have placed him among the mo^ 
illustrious conquerors, under the name of Tameiy 
Iwie. 
A. D. After the reduction of Balk he vrvm 
1371. elected by the unanimous voice of aU th« 
emirs, princes, and nobles, assembled in 
that city, to fill the imperial seat of Jagatay. At 
the ceremony of the coronation, Timur ascended 
the throne, placed a crown of gold upon hm 
own head* and girded himself with the impeiial 
belt, in the presence of the princes of the blood 
and the gitindees ; who, kneeling before him In 
token of homage, wished him prosperity. They 
also made him sumptuous presents, sprinkled 
handfuls of gold and precious stones upon hift 
head, and gav^ him the title otEmfieror tfthe ag^ 
ijid'Vmgttcror of the world.' ■ ' 

The emperor treated the inhabitants of Ba}^* 
with great rigour, putting some to death, wn* 
prisoning others, making thehr wiv^ and chiK 
dren slaves, burning their housesj and ravaging 
the country around. By such methods he extern 
ininated the rebels, and distributed their property 
among his own adherents. 

Ifrom Balk, Timur repaired to Samarcand, 
which he madq the seat of empire. Here he 
ordered a diet to be held, at which Zende 
. Hasham refusing to attend^ the emperor sent him 
a threatening summons ; but this young prince, 
instead' of obeying^, imprisoned the officer who 
was the bearer of it. The emperor, incense d «tt 
tbi3 insuU to his authority, marched ^igain^t hixxi 
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tt the head of an army ; on the appearance of 
which Hasham's courage failed, and he sued for 
pardon, which Timur granted him. Hasham, 
however, rebelled a second time, and was again 
forgiYen, and admitted to the court. 

This is not the only instance in which Timur 
extended a repetition of his clemency to princes 
who appeared against him In the field of battle ; 
by which he appeared to considei* them in the 
light of independent sovereigns, rather than as re- 
bels. For towards his natural subjects who re* 
sisted his authority, and took up arms against 
him, he behaved with a degree of rigour approach* 
ing to savage barbarity. 

In the year 1372 Timur joined his son Jehan 
Ghir in marriage with the priticess 2^deh. 
Timur gave this lady a magnificent reception, 
and the nupUals were solemnized with the 
greatest pomp, after the fortunate moment had 
been ascertained with the greatest care by the 
astrologers. The death of the prince, however, 
in the course of about two years, dissolved this 
union. 

Pi-eviously to one of his battles, Timur 
dreamed, that in one of the foily-six visions 
which are esteemed prophetick, he saw a re- 
verend sheik, and having humbly begged of him 
to pray for the recovery of his son Jehan Ghir, 
who was then sick at Samarcand, the holy man 
only answered, " Be with God.** This, with 
another dream which he had afterwards, in- 
creased his melancholy, and convinced him that 
he should lose his beloved son, whom he indeed 
found dead at his return to that capital. He 
was but twenty years of age at his death, and left 
two sons. 

MS 
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^ About the same period^ Tinmi' seem- 
1377. cd to have attained to the summit e£ 
felicity; mat>y of his officers bearing tfefe 
titles of khan and sultan. While he was at 
Otrar, Isuf Soft sent an army to Bokhara, which 
ravaged that province. Timur complained of 
the outrage, but without obtaining any sort ,df 
redress. In a short time after, Sofi, shut up in the 
town of Skuz, sent a challenge to Timur, wha 
accepted it, and putting on his armour, con^ 
trary to the entreaties of his commanders, went 
to the edge of the ditch, and called on Isuf to 
come fprth ; but the challenger thought it safer 
to keep within the walls. Notwithstanding this, 
Timur having some time afterward received a 
present of some melons, thought it would be 
uncivil if he did not send some of them to Isuf 
who was so near: a part of the fruit was ac- 
cordingly sent to him in a gold bason, and wza 
delivered at the wall; but Isuf ordered the 
melons to be thrown into the ditch, and gave 
the bason to the town-porter. After this the 
besieged made a furious sally, but were re- 
pulsed, and obliged to return within their city. 
Timur then oixlered his generals to begin the 
siege of the capital, which continued about four 
months, till the castle was ruined, when the 
khan Isuf died of grief, and the town, after a 
brave resistance, was taken, many of the inhabit- 
ants slain, and all the learned men, as well as 
tradesmen, sent to Kash. 

This place, which had long been the seat of 
learning, sumamed on that account The Dome 
of Science and Virtue^ was, from the verdure of 
its gardens and meadows, called also The Green 
City, The emperor made it his ordinary reai- 
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deoGe^ in summer, and the second city in the 
empire* He therefore enclosed it with y^ j) 
widls, and built a new palace, which was 1379.' 
called Aksaray, from the whiteness apd 
height of the walls. 

It was Tiraur's great ambit'ion to attaia uni^ 
▼ersai empire : he was accustomed to say, that k 
was neither fitting nor reasonable, that the earth 
should be goyerned by 'two kings* About this 
time many rebels had seised the provinces 
of Iran, and declared themselves independent) 
which did not fail to be exceedingly offensive to 
Timui^ who resolved to subdue the whole 
of that province ; and for this purpose he made 
his son Shah, then a lad of only fourteen years 
of age, governor of Korassali, and sent him 
thither with a considerable force. 

Towards the end of the year I08O, Timur 
raised a great army of Tuii^s and Tartars, 
crossed the Jihun, and made an expedition into 
the country of Korassan. When he arrived at 
Andekud, his devotion prompted him to visit the 
illustrious santon Baba Senku, one of those dar*- 
wtsh who ma(^ a profession of folly, and for 
whom the Mohammedans have an extraordinary 
veneration, from the idea that God loved them 
-before their creation, and on that account did 
not render tl^em capable of oflFending. The 
idiot flung a breast of mutton at the emperor's 
head, who took this reception as a favourable 
augury, saying, " I am pei*suaded that God will 
* grant me the conquest of Korassan, because 
" it has been always called the bncast or middle 
^ of the habitable world." 

The people of this country being possessed irf 
a high degree of martial spirit, were not an 
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easy conquest* The forces of Timur wert. 
several times repulsed ; but at length that ei9«> 
peror triumphed) and his glory and pdwer weiy''* 
heightened in proportion to the difficulty of tbe 
conquest. His court became that of the supreme 
sovereign of nations. He was surrounded with 
emirs and sheiks descended from Mohammed $ 
men who were held in a high degree of i-ever- 
ence, who devoted theitiselves to the study of 
the sciences) and professed the strictest principles 
of religion* 

Though Timur had fixed his residence at 
Samarcand, he enlarged and embellished the 
city of Kash) and enriched it with the oma* 
ments which he had found in the capita of the 
Getes. Even the gates of the latter place) 
which were curiously wrought and covered 
with remarkable inscriptions, he removed to his 
new-built town. He likewise transported thi- 
ther the treasures of the kings of Guris, con* 
sisting of gold and silver coin, precious stones 
of all kinds, magnificent thrones, golden crowns, 
costly furniture, and a variety of other valuable 
effects, the accumulated wealth of ages. He took 
there two thousand prisoners ; who, by his com- 
mand, were piled one upon another with bricks 
and morter to construct towers as a monument 
to deter his other subjects from rebellion. This 
^as a species of cruelty not unfrequently prac« 
tised by Timur, and reflects eternal disgrace on 
his name. 

^ J) In the course of this year Timur lost 
1383. ^iis empress by death, and within a few 
days after, his eldest sister, who was ce- 
lebrated for building hospitals, mosques, col- 
leges, and other publiek works. These events 
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<feeply affected him for a long time : but at. 
^gth reffecting, that a single hour efiFectually 
employed hj a prince in distributing f justice^ is 
of more importance than the prayers of a whole 
Jffey he gradually resumed the administration of 
pnblick afiTairs. 

Afier Timur had resided three months 
m his capita], to enjoy the delights of ^.J?* 
the season, he put his army in motion, 
and invaded Ma^anderan. He besieged Durun^ 
which he took by assauk, and pu^ the governor 
and garrison to the sword. 

During the ensuing winter, Tokatmith, khaa 
of Kipjak, sent an army of ninety thousand mea 
fo attack Taurisf. The inhabitants had fortified 
(heir city) and repulsed the enemy during the 
fim eight days ; but they were at length obliged 
t6 surrender) and experienced from the conquer- 
on the most cruel and abominable treatment* 
The khan spent six days in pillaging the trea* 
saresi which he carried 089 with an incredible 
immber of ^tes, to his own dominions. 

When Timur heard of this outrage, he was 
greatly incensed) and confirmed in his resolution 
to conquer Iran ; which, being in confusion for 
want of a sovereign, appeared to promise a feeWo 
and ineffectual resistance to the attempts of a 
rival power. He therefore crossed the Jihuri 
\rith a formidable army, and reduced several 
important fortresses, among which was Kers> 
a town ndiicK had a citadel built with stone, 
and difficult of access, apd which had been 
deemed by the inhabitants sufficient to withstand 
almost any force, i^vertheless the govemort 
8 Turkman, after a brave defence, was obliged 
to §\jrreqdipr the place i which wa& first plun^ 
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dered, and afterward razed to the groiind-r 
Timur having from the first preserved the inten- 
tion of making war on the infidels, because it had 
been recc^nmended by Mohammed as the most 
excellent of all actions } and being at this dme in 
the neighbourhood of Georgia, he resolved to at- 
tempt the conquest of that country, which he had 
long before meditated. With this view he de- 
camped from Kers, and arrived before Teflis, the 
capital of that country, which was well fortified ; 
but by the valour of Timur's tixwps the city was 
taken, and the prince Malek Iphocrates brought 
in chains to the camp. 

It would, indeed, in a work of this kind, be 
tedious to follow Timur in all the battles he 
fought, the conquests he made, and the victories 
he gained. After this period, victofy 
^387 ^^ almost always with him the con- 
sequence of wai'fare. Persiji, Armenia, 
Geoi^iay Turkestan, Karazm, the tenitoiy of 
the Kipjakft and the Turkmans, all were wit« 
nesses to. tlie valour of his arms f and most of 
them were, in their turns, equally monuments of 
his cruelty, exhibiting testimonies, which en- 
dured for ages, of the ferocity of his charac- 
ter. 

At Ispahan he issued an order for the mas- 
tacre of all the inhabitants, except those who had 
saved some of his soldiers from death ; and to 
insure the prompt execution of his mandates, 
each company were bound, under pain of tBc 
severest punishment, to furnish a stated number 
of heads, which the merciless cot>queror em- 
ployed in building towers, in various parts.of the 
city. 

From Ispahan, Timur carried his victorious 
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wms into Russia, crossed the rivers Wolga^ 
Yaiky and Oby, penetrated into the northern 
parts of Muscovy^, and conducted his troops 
through regions where, for several months to- 
gether, they beheld not the traces of any other 
human beings. Astracan, Moscow, Tobolsk, 
-and other large and important cities, fell before 
his arms ; and, what must ever tarnish his glory, 
the more valiantly he was opposed by those 
whom the great law of self-r)efence excited to 
withstand his progress, the more cruelly did he 
treat them when the fortune of war threw them 
into his power. The bloody scenes of Ispahan 
were repeated again and again, in cities at the 
distance of many hundred miles from the capital 
of Persia. While, however, we reprobate and 
detest this part of his conduct, yet the modem 
warrior will admire bis skill ; and will be obliged 
to admit, that the laurels which he gathered were 
the just reward of his cares, his laborious life, 
and his courage. The discipline which he kept 
up was most severe ^ as a chastisement to one of 
his captains for having lost an inconsiderable post, 
he ordered him to be ^shaved, his face painted, and 
a woman's cap to be put on him ; and in this dis- 
guise he was compelled to walk through the 
town, barefooted. 

Timur, advancing to Kulaghi, a ^ ^ 
town in Kurdestan, led his troops against 1393.' 
the robber Serek Mehemud^ the Turk- 
nian who had fortified himself in the mountains, 
where he had a citadel. This was taken and 
great numbers of the banditti were put to the 
sword. While the court resided at Ak Bulak, 
the great mufti came as ambassador from sultan 
Ahmed Jalayr, of Bagdad, with offers of sub- 
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^sston andprcaentsi which the empero^ did A^ 
receive with his usual politeness, because he 
suspected Ahmed's sincerity, as the prayers weie 
not read, nor money coined at Bs^dad, in hi9 
name. 

Timur, however, naid respect to the personal 
character of the mufti, but dismissed him mth* 
out any positive answer on the siibject of his 
mission, and resolved to lay siege to Bagdad* 
In his march to that city he travelled day and 
nig^t* When he had arrived, at Ibrahim Lik, a 
' place within about a hundred miles of it, he in- 
quired of the inhabitants, whether they had attd 
pigeons to give notice of the approach of hit 
army? On being answered in the affirmadve, 
he made them write another advice, importioi^i 
that the dust, which they perceived at a d9- 
tance, was caused by the Turkmans who fled' 
to avoid Timur. This notice was ded under 
the wing of a pigeon, which was immediately 
dispatched to Bagdad. This fresh intelligeace 
inspired Ahmed with courage, though he was 
somewhat mistrustful of it^ A very few days un- 
deceived the sultan, when Timur with his troops 
arrived at Bagdad« The Tartar army were en- 
camped on nearly two leagues of ground* but 
such was their panick, that they threw themselves 
into the Tigris, which they passed, notwithstand- 
ing the rapidity of the stream* Timur pursued 
them for a distance of ten leagues, and then re- 
turned to Bagdad, at the entreaty of hb emirs, 
who continued on their route. 

The emperor having sent ambassadors to in- 
vite the sultan of Egypt and Syria to conclude 
a treaty of amity, advanced towards Takrit, a 
fortress on the Tigris> with an intent to destroy 
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Aflt nest of robbers. The town was built on 8 
bigh rock near the river, the passes were closed 
up with stones laid in mortar, and it was so 
well fortified, that it wasi deemed hnprecnia* 
We. 

The emir Hassan, who commanded in the 
pbee, sent several n times to offer to capitulate, 
iti the mean time the soldiers advanced to the 
feot of the wall, which they began to under- 
mme ; the whole army, assisting of seventy- 
two thotisand men, being employed in the 
work. At length part of the wall fell downf 
\»Jt the besieged repaired the breach, and fought 
desperately. Fii^ being afterwards set to the 
wooden props, most of the wall fell suddenly, 
together with a great tower. Still the robbers, 
armed with planks and great bucklers, continued 
to defend themselves against the assailants; 
who advanced to the very middle of the place^ 
where a Hoody battle ensued. Timur onlered 
the rest of the walls to be undermined ; which 
operation oceasionii^ the fall of a large bastion, 
Hassan was so terri&jd that he retired to the edge 
of the mountain. Some of the besieged cam* 
tut, and besought the emfrs to intercede for the., 
Hves : but Timur answered, " Let him come ot 
**not, no quarter shall be given." — The asssul 
ants, animated by these words, gained the top 
of the rock ; and seizing Hassan and those about 
him, brought them bound in chains to Timur, 
who ordered the soldiers to be separated from the 
inhalntants and put to death s he likewise left a 
part of the walk standings as a monument to 
posterity of the arduousness of his exploit ; and, 
according to his usual custom> caused towers to 
Vol. XI. N 
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be buiUvkhthe beads of the robbers, as a terror 
toothers* 

Notwithstanding Timur's warlike disposkioii» 
yet he was not destitute of the social afiections, 
and delighted in seeing the persons about htm 
ha|>p7» He was food of visiting his aiTDjr 
while recreating themselves with gaoies ^nd fes- 
tivals* At Roba, he spent nineteen days in apons 
and entertainments, during wluch several priaces 
came in to him and did homage* He rewardtd 
his generals with vests of honour and jewdff 
warmly interesting himself in whatever could 
contribute to their happiness. 

When several of the great lords desired Icav* 
of him to settle their children in marria^, he 
not only consented, but to convince them that he 
shared in their joy, determined also to be present 
at the festivals given on these accounts ; and in 
any prosperity attendant upon himself, he was. 
ever ready to receive their congratulations with 
real and unaffected sensibility* 

At one time when several of his generals had 
lately returned victoiious from various expe^- 
ditions, in which they had captured many stnmg 
places, and brought home the spoils, his no- 
bility waited upon him to congratulate him on 
the birth of a grandson. On this occasion be 
caused a splendid banquet to be prepared* The 
tents covered two leagues of ground : that for 
Timur was under a canopy, sustained by forty 
pillars, and as spacious as a palace* Every 
thing being prepared, the emperor came to the 
place of entertainment with the cjx>wn on his 
Tiead, and holding a sceptre in his hand, and 
placed himself upon the throne, which was erect- 
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^A in the middle of his tent> and adorned with 
precious stones. A great number of the most 
beautiful ladies* of Asia, appeared on each nde, 
urith veils of brocade, b^ecked with jewels* 
The mu^ck was ranged in two rows; the 
i^ces on the right, and the instniments on the 
iefh 

' Nine stewards, with golden rods, walked be* 
ibre the dishes which were served up ; they were 
followed by cup-bearers, having in their hands 
cvTstal bottles and golden cups, with different 
kinds of wine, and water of exquisite purity. 
The multitude of lovely women whose braided 
hur reached the ground, gave additional lustre 
to the assembly. The festival ended with shows 
and dances. 

On another occasion, after Timur had been 
hunting in the plain of Hamadan, he set out for 
Samarcand, and crossing the Jihun in boats, he 
went to his palace in Kash. Receiving the com-* 
pliments of all the great lords of the p^xwlncei,, 
-wtio^msfe' to Welcome his return, he made a so- 
lemn feast, and then went to Samarcand, where 
his arrival was hailed with great rejoicings. He 
gave the shainfe and men of leltere pan of the 
spoils that he had brought home ; punished bad 
governors, against whom complaints were made> 
and exempted all his subjects from taxes for 
three years. 

In the garden north of Samarcand, he built 
a most magnificent palace. It had a pavilion at 
each comer. The court was paved with mar- 
ble; and the walls, both within and without, 
were covered with porcelain. When the whole 
was finished, Timur held a royal festival, with 
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sumptuous banquets^ playS) and rarious dirar- 
sions. 

In the midst of the garden he built another 
palace: he called it th^ garden that dcRghteth the 
hearty and added to it the name of the favoorite 
sultana. It was in the form of a regular S9uane» 
and in the centre of each side was a door. The 
fdifice consisted of three stories, erected on 
arches; the ceilings were ornamented with 
Dowered mosaick work, and the walls with por- 
celain. AVhatever could charm the sight was 
collected to embellish it ; beauty and darahility 
were united, and a marble cokionade gave it an 
air of grandeur. The garden was laid out with 
the greatest symmetry into parterres for flowers 
and fruit-trees ; the alleys were planted with sy- 
camores and various kinds of large trees ; and each 
of the four corners was adorned with a pa^rilion) 
incrusted with beautiful porcelain, arranged with 
nn admirable degree of art. 

This work being finidiedi the emperor 
^•^' departed for Tashkunt, wsitittg- in-^ 
way the tomb of Sheik Ahmed ; and 
when the winter was over, hearing that the 
princess Tukel.Khanum, whom he had den>and- 
ed in marriage, was on the road, all the ladies 
^d emirs of the court were sent on horseback, 
sixteen days^ journey, to meet her. As soon as 
they met the princess they sprinkled gold and 
precious stones on her head, paid her all the 
honoui*s due to a great queen, and having made 
magnificent feasts at every place where they 
stopped, they brought her to Timur, The em- 
peror gave a grand entertainment on the occa- 
sign ; and was married to h^r by the chief mufti, 
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«cnd die doctors txftlielaw>' according to the Mo* 

hamniedan rkes* 

That Timur did not fix his residence in Iheacl 
clisnmD^ abodes, can be only ascribed to the 
picasures he found in the pursuit of warfare. No 
mm was ever more passionately attached to the 
pii&fession of am^s. From the northern limits of 
Asmj his insatiable thirst for conquest brought 
htm back to tlie south, to the propitious countries 
washed by the Ganges and the Indus* His zeal 
for the extension of Mohammedunism urged him 
to this enterprise. It was one part of his cha- 
racter that he affected to be thought extremely 
devout ; historians observci that if in his jour- 
neys he knew of the tomb of a reverend saint, 
though far distant from the road, he never failed 
to turn out of his way to visit it. But on no oc- 
casion did he betray so great a degree of rancor- 
ous zeal in making proselytes, as in the war of 
Hindostan, and that of Georgia which follow- 
ed it. 

Having conceived an intention of carrying his 
arms into China, in order to exterminate the in- 
fidels of that country, he determined to acquire 
the glory attached to the leader in a religious 
war, and to march into India in person : for id- 
though the religion of the prophet was professed 
in l£lhi, and many other cities of that empire, 
yet the greater part of the provinces were inha* 
bited by idolaters. With this view, therelbre^ 
in the month ^f March he took the field j^^ p 
with a large army, composed of many na- 1393. 
tions, chiefly Tartars ; and after passing 
the Jihun, encamped at Anderab. 

The inhabitants of this place having com- 
plained that the idolaters of mount Ketner^ and 
N2 
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tke Siapiiflhes exacted large sudm team the 
hammedaiiS) uiukr the denomination of trihqft^ 
11^ 4m the £iilare of paymem Blew the xKioiy 
>lll9ld^ elaveft of the women and children^ the 
^kt Tunur inarched agamst these people* JBBb 
eonir^ began to ascend the mountain of Ketnoi^ 
with great fatigue ; and as the infidels dwelt m 
narrow passages and among precipices, and lite 
roads were coverednwith snowy they coiUd aot lie 
attacked without much dUBcuhy and danger* 
These obstacles, however, could not oppose the 
progress of the troops of Timur* The Siapusheb^ 
a savage and gigantick race, defended themseire^ 
with great obstinacy. I'he fight lasted three 
days and nights without interruption ; but at 
length the infidels begged for quarter. It was 
granted on the condition of their becofning Afo-; 
hammedans, to which they readily acceded ; but 
these having in the night treacherously put to the 
sword an entire regiment of their concpierors^ 
the army of Tunur ascended the mountain, amdt 
following Mohamtned's precept to spare the wo- 
t)iien, cut to pieces all the men both old and 
young » then raised towers of their hewis, and 
left a marble monument inso4bed wiUi the histo* 
ry of this action. 

In September Timur crossed the Indus, and in 
his march made a great number of captives* 
When he arrived within two leagues of Delhi, he 
prepared for a pitched battle, and harangued his 
troops iq>on the art of fighting, breaking the ene-^ 
my's ranks, and rallying after a defeat* Fearittg 
lest the prisoners attached to his army should jom^ 
th^ people of Delhi, he ordered that every one of 
his soldiers that had any Indian slaves should in« 
•staAtly p^t diem 4o dea^h^ This ferocious bbmui* 
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iMt w»ft Immwliately earned kito execution; 
mnAfB one hour a humlred thousand haman be- 
«^ were slanghtesed, to the eternal disgrase 
eqaaHy of the tynmt wlio could command and 
the troojis who couM perpetrate so atrocious a 



: On the 30th of December Ttmur set out for 
I>elhi« When the astrologers were comultiDg 
about the aspect of the {rianetSt and were at va« 
Btfice a« to the most &vourable fooment to be* 
gin the attack, some of them earnestly entreating 
htm to delay it, he thus addressed them : ^ Hap- 
^* pf nesB or misery does not depend on the influ* 
** ence of the planets, but on the will of the Crc- 
^ ator of the Universe* For my part, when once I 
<^ hare arranged my plan, and taken every ne- 
^ pessary precaution, I would not defer the exe- 
'f* cution of it a single minute, to wait for a for* 
-^ tunate crisis." However, either to satisfy his 
own devotion or to animate his troops, he opened 
the Koran, and fell by accident or design on a 
verse, which, according to his own interpretation, 
promised complete victcHy ; he announced the 
good tidings to his army, and pursued his de- 
sign. 

The Jagatays were not alarmed at the Indian 
army ; but they had conceived strange notions 
respecting the elephants, having never befoiv 
seen animals of this sort. They imagined that 
neither the arrow nor the sword could penetrate 
<their bodies ; that they were so strong as to over- 
(brow trees by only shaking the earth as they 
passed along ; that they could push down the 
firmest huildinga ; and that in battle they would 
throw man and horse to a vast height in the air. 
This opinion prevailing, in the eamp» dispirited 
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the troopsy as well as all the rest t>f Timur's traiii* 
The emperor always shpwed a certain deg^ree aC 
respect to men of learning, and asked those who 
were n^gr his person, what posts they wo^l4 
choose* Several doctors, ten*i£ed at what thef 
had read and heard of the elephants, immediat^y 
answered, " If it please your majesty, we wiUJbe 
** near the ladies." . 

Timur took means to dissipate these fears s 
when the battle was about to commence, he as* 
cended an eminence to observe the motions of 
the hostile armies, and as soon as the engage* 
ment began he fell on the ground, often bowing 
to implore of Heaven victory. 

Such an engagement had been never witness- 
ed before, nor so dreadful a noise of warlike in- 
struments heard. On the 4th of January Timur ' 
erected his standard on the walls of Delhi, and 
the principal inhabitants came to make submis- 
sion and sue for mercy. Even the elephants and 
rhinoceroses are said to have fallen down before 
the emperor in an humble posture, and to have 
uttered a great cry, as if they demanded quar- 
ter. On the 13th the army of Timur entered 
this great and magnificent city, and entirely de^ 
stroyed it. Some soldiers carried out one hun- 
dred and fifty slaves each ; even boys possessed 
themselves of several much superior to them- 
selves in age and strength. The other spoils, in 
precious stones, jewels , plate, and manu&ctures, 
were innumerable : for the Indian women and giris 
were adorned with precious stones, and had 
bracelets and rings on their hands, feet, and toes ; 
so that the soldiers were loaded with them. On 
the Idth day of January, the Indian troops in 
Old Delhi retired into the mosque to defend 
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tbemselves ; but the emir Shah Maldcy and AH 

SQljum^ entering it with five hundred men, slaogh* 

XfeTcd Ojem all without mercy, as an acceptable 

s»:iifice to God and the prophet. The ctty was 

ptundered, and the remaining inhabitanU were 

made slaves. The different artificers were dis* 

triboted among the princes and commanders « 

tat the masons were all reserved for th# empe* 

ror, in order to build him a spacious mosque at 

Samarcand, which at the close of the expedition 

he effect«;d, making it large enough to serve for 

ail the laithfol in that great city. 

There is no danger of exaggeration in atsert^ 
ing-thal millions perished in this horrible wmv 
The onJy privilege granted to the aurvtvors waa 
^at of being reduced to slavery* It is acarcdf 
possitde to ccmceive the prodigious booty that itit 
troops of Timur acquired in this expedition} 
wt)tch was^ne unmtennipted scene of plunder and 
devastaUoUiT 

. Wliat use Timur proposed to mfdce of thi» 
frsat ^^onquest is uncertain : whether he would 
hav« fixed his residence there, or have &ppotme4 
governors in his name, or have been satisfied 
HfFhh the emperor acknowledging himself his vas- 
sal; or whether, having terminated this holy war, 
and put an end to his religious massacres, he 
miglit not have judged it prudent, loaded with 
wealth, to abandon a territory which, when re- 
covert from its momentary stupor, might in- 
volve him in considerable difficulties. What 
were his views cannot be asceftsdned. The dis^ 
tilrbances in Persia obliged him to return to that 
part. His presence was of itself sufficieivt to 
quell the commotion. This insurrection was 
occasioned by his son Mirap Shah, to whom ho 
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had confided the government oCIran, and wi 
understanding had been unpaired by an 
dent. 

This prince, while hunting a roebuck wbich- 
was desirous of taking with his own hands^ 
ing for that purpose, fell from his horse, th< 
esteemed one of the best horsemen in all AslSji 
and the violence of the fall threw him into 
swoon. He continued in fits for three Hays, 
never after recovered the use of his reason. ^ <tap. 
bare suspicion he would cause persons to be piilf 
to death ; he squandered away the tr^isures of 
the nation^ and destroyed many pubiick edt|ice8» 
He marched with his troops to besiege Bagdad^ 
at an improper season of the year : but two days 
after he had invested it, he was obliged to raise 
the siege, on account of the revolt at Tauris ; 
where, on his arrival,, he put to the sword all who 
were accused of being in the conspiracy. 

Mirza Miran Shah's mental derangement was^ 
still more apparent during his debauches ; for he 
spent almost all his tinrie in drinBi)gj8Jid-'gan>« 
ing* OiKie he reproached his wife with acting 
against her honour. She endeavoured to disco- 
ver the grounds oi it ; in which inquiry several 
persons of both sexes were sacrificed. This aver- 
sion between the mirza and his wife still increas* 
ing, she retired to Saroarcand ; at which place she 
arrived just as Timur returned from India. iShc 
hastened to assure him that if he did not proceed 
immediately to Iran, her husband, who through 
his distemper already slighted the emperor's 
commands, would break out into open revolt. 
Timur, wlio was not entirely ignorant of the mis- 
conduct of his son, resolved to follow this advice ; 
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Iimmedjately issued orders to assemble his 
p3 for an active campaign. 

Jtliran SUah, bdn^ apprised of his father's ap- 
proach, set one to meet him and pay him bis re- 
spects, but was not received with any marks of 
laadness* Timur sent commissaries to Tauris 
to mquire into his conduct ; and it appealing that 
hiB excesses wer^ cliieBy owing to the instigation 
of cen^in profligate musicians, and other syco- 
plmnts, the emperor ordered that they should all 
be hanged Nvithout exception* Among the men 
of talents who suffered on this occasion, was the 
Incomparable Mukna Mohammed Kuhestani, a 
celebrated poet, whose conversation and wit had 
tendered him the uonder of the age. 

Immediately after the war in India, Timur un- 

14eitook another expedition into Georgia. His 
troops laid waste all before them, and the terri- 
fied inhabitants who escaped the swoixl, fled with 
their effects and provisions to the high moun- 
Usnsi where they had fortified caverns and houses 
built upon cragj^y rocks, so that no power had 
ever yet been able to conquer them in these re- 
cesses. 

Timur's solciicrs, however, never considered 
danger, when a litinse of duty and honour cal- 
led them : they ascended the mountains, and were 
let down in boxes by cords to the caverns of die 
infidels, which they entered, making a terrible 
slaughter. Some of these craggy places were 
so well defended, that in order to disperse the 
enemy and bum their houses and intrenchments, 
the army were obliged to make use of combusti- 
ble matter* In this expedition they took fifteen 
strong places, giving quarter only to such as em- 
braced the religion of Mohanmied. Timur lefl 
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a Strong gamson in Teflis," the capital of Geor^ 
gia ; and encamped in the plain of Mohraoi. 
The king of this place fled into the deserts, but 
the greater part of the people came to the camp 
and sued for pardon. When the country was re^ 
duced, the temples and monasteries were razed 
to the ground, and chapels and mosques erected 
in their room. . The whole territory of Georg^ia 
would have submitted to the yoke of the con- 
^eror, had not a quarrel made Timur turir his 
arpls against Bajazet, emperor of the Turks. 
B^for^, however, we treat of this dispute, we must 
observe that Timur, having reduced a great naa- 
ny strong places in Syria, and taken Antap, Ha- 
lep, and Hems, marched towards Damascus^ 
through snow and rain, In the month of January ; 
and in his journey he halted to visit the tomb of 
the prophet Noah. 

At this period Farruj, saltan of Egypt, who 
-was likewise the sovereign of Syria, raided a 
great army, chiefly of cavalry, and marched to 
Damascus, which he put into a state of defence : 
but relying more on policy than strength, he 
sent to Timur an eloquent orator in the charac- 
ter of ambassador ; who, the better to conceal 
his intentions, assumed a religious habit. He was 
accompanied by two assassins^ Who had orders to 
murder the emperor during the ambassador's au- 
dience. When Timur approached Damascus^ 
these men joined his court, and were admitted to 
pay him their respects. They had thus several 
favourable opportunities to execute theirdesign,of 
which, however, they did not avail themselves. 
Their behaviour led to a suspicion of them. Ti- 
mur ordered them to be searched, when poisoDctf 
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daggers were found ^n them. The chief of the 
coDsiHrators, perceiving that their plot was dis* 
covered} made a confession, and was, by the 
emperor's orders, sliun with the same dagger 
d)at was found about him, and his body burnt. 
The two assassins were deprived of their noses 
and ears, and sent in that condiUon with a letter 
to the sultan of Egypt* 

On the 1 f th of January, a battle was ^ jj^ 
Iboght, and a signal victory gained by 1400/ 
fte emperor^s troops on the plains of 
Damascus. In this Mirza Sultan Hussa3m, 
who commanded the left wing of the Syrians, 
was taken prisoner, and brought before Timur, 
who oi^ered him to be loaded with chains, and 
thrown into prison ; from which he was not de- 
livered till he had received the bastinado, and an 
order never to enter the hall of the emperor. 
The next day Timur marched his army towards 
the city in order (of battle, with the elephants at 
their head, for the purpose of striking terror into 
the inhabitants. In this emergency, the sultan 
held a council, where it was agreed that he 
should return to Egypt, and leave the soldiers 
to defend the city, with the inhabitants; but 
before his departure, he sent an ambassador to 
Timur, to excuse what had happened the day 
before, as a popular sedition, and promised, that 
if the emperor would grant a cessation of arms 
for the present day only, he would, on the next 
morning, submit to whatever he should com- 
Jnand. 

Timur ordered his army to return, and en^ 
camp a second time ; but in the night, Farruj, 
Accompanied by the principal lords of his court, 
left Damascus. Their flight being discoveredi 
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by a Tartar deserter, Timur sent after then^ a 
strong body of horse, who overtook the sultan, 
and slew several of his attendants ; and on the 
succeeding day he invested the city with his 
whole army. This measure so terrified the in- 
habitants, that they opened the gates, and agreed 
to pay a ransom for their lives : the city being 
thus yielded, the Tartars invested the castlC) 
which was then one of the strongest fortresses 
in the world* The soldiers having raised three 
platforms higfi* enough to command the city, the 
battering rams and engines began to play, while 
the miners sapped the walls on every side, not- 
withstanding the great stones and wildfire 
showered down on them by the besieged. At 
length the famous tower of Tarma fell, and made 
a great breach in the walls ; but as the soldiers 
ran to enter by this passage, another part of -the 
wall suddenly tumbled down, burying numbers 
of the assailants in the ruins; which so damped 
the ardour of the rest, that they would advance 
no farther. 

The besieged, taking advantage of this res- 
pite, fortified themselves behind the castle : but 
a great part of that fortress falling soon after, 
they lost all hopes, and^the governor caused the 
gates to be opened, and carried the keys himself 
to Tinaur, who ordered him to be put to death, for 
having held out so long, though he ought to have 
applauded his resolution. In the castle was found 
abundance of riches. 

^ During these transactions, Timur was attacked 
with a dangerous imposthume in his back, of 
which, however, he was very shortly cured. 
The Tartar conqueror, having one day inveighed , 
In council, against the Syrians, as the enemies 
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•f Ali, the army seemed instantaneously in* 
fected with the fanaticism of their general. 
Thus impelled) the soldiers, on the 38th ^ i^ 
^ March, broke into the city without 1401. 
orders, and ma<te a tenihle slaughter of 
the inhabitants, enslaved the survivors, and 
seized the whole of their effects* • The riches 
were so immense, that the beasts they had taken 
&ot being sufficient to carry them off*, they were 
obliged to fling away the inferior articles, in 
which description were gold and silver brocades^ 
.and curious belts, of the manufacture of Egypt 
and Cyprus. 

As the two upper stories of the houses of Da- 
mascus wei^e of wood, and most of the ceilings, 
as well as the walls, were varnished, the city, by 
.some accident having cauy;ht fire, was reduced 
.to one undistinguished heap of ashes* Timur, 
resolving to return out of Syria, ordered all the 
alaves taken in that country, as well as in Dama&« 
cus, to be set at liberty. In his progress, when 
he came to Hamah, he commanded the town to 
be pillaged, and the inhabitants to be made slaves, 
.as a punishment for destroying the edifices which 
had been erected by the Jagatays at their first ar« 
rival. Here the Mirza Sultan Hussayn, having 
performed several brave actions in this expedi- 
tion, obtained a pardon for his fcurmer mis- 
conduct, and was received into the royal fa- 
vour. 

During his journey, Timur resolved to take 
the diversion of hunting in Mesopotamia. A 
circle was accoixlingly made with the two wings 
of hb army, which was five days* march in 
circumference. In this place they found so 
much game, that they even caught it with their 
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liands. The hunt concluded with a grand fbuit* 
His next exploit was the siege of Bs^^dad : he 
qnised a bridge of boats to be laid across the 
Tigris, and took every necessary precauti<Mi io 
block up the passes, with his troops^ so • that it 
was impossiUe for any- person tbescape fix>iu ti^ 
town. 

The emirs had often desired^ permissi^i to 
make a general assault^ but Timur delayed this, 
in the hope of the enemy's submission ^ but after * 
tiie expiration of forty days, when the inh^it- 
ants were forced, by the heat of the sun, to 
quit the walls and retire to their houses, the 
army advanced furiously, oh the 23d of* July, 
and having fixed their scaling ladders, the emir 
Nuroddin mounted first; then .sounding tte 
drums and trumpets, all the commanders fol- 
lowed, and the troops entered, sword in hand- 
The inhabitants, in their attempts to avoid the 
enemy, threw themselves into the Tigris. Many 
endeavoured to escape in boats, and others by 
swimming down the river 5 but as soon as they 
reached the bridge they were shot by soldiera 
•who were placed in ambush for that ptirpose* 
Farruj found means to escape in this manner, 
Witt his daughter'; but being closely pursued, 
he threw both himself and ber into the river, in 
'which they were drowned. 

Several Tartars having t>een slain ^ in the as- 
sault, Timur ordered each of his soldiers to- bring 
a head of one of the inbabitarits of th^ town ; 
and in the execution of this order the troops ex* 
empted none who were between the ages of eight 
and fourscore. Towers of human sculls were 
then constructed of these barbarous trophies, as 
there had already been in divers other ptece«» 



d by Google 



HIKSOSTAN. U9 



J /Though in this slaughter no distinction was raatle 
I between rich and poor, yet some learned men 
I found means to get access to Timur, who pro- 
: tectcd them, and had them conveyed to places of 
.safety. The markets, cai-avansaries, monaste- 
ries, palaces, and all other buildings, were razed 
to the ground, but from this destruction the em- 
peror excepted the mosqnos, colleges, and hospi- 
tals. The air being soon infected with the stench 
of the dead bodies, Tiniur removed his camp to 
the upper part of the river, near the tomb of the 
jman Abu Hanifah, chief of tlie four orthodox 
I sects among the Mohammedans, whose favour 
I and intercession Timur implored. 
I As soon as Sultan Ahmed heard that Timur 

[ -had left Bagdad, he returned thither, with a de- 
sign to rebuiW that city j but the emperor, being 
informed of this circumstance, sent troops by di£ 
ferent roads to ravage the country and fiiistrate 
this design. 

Timur Jiow resolved to turn his victorious arms 
against Bajazet, for having given protection to 
Kara Yuscf, who had again begun to rob pas- 
sengers, and had even insulted the caravan of 
Mecca. Bajazet and Timur were rivals for glory^ 
and burned with a desire of trying their strength 
Upon each other. Both parties prepared for bat- 
tle, in which fortune once moi'e favour- j^-q: 
ed Timiir. Bajazet was taken prisoner, 1402. 
but the emperor treated him in this si- 
tuation with great respect. In the course of 
their rout Bajazet was seized with an illness, of 
which he died. Timor bewailed his death with 
jnany tears, having intended, after the conqueit 
of Anatolia, to re-establish him on the ti.rons* 
He presented his son with a royal vest, a lo^ 
02 
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of gold, and other rich articles^ and then gave him 
his liberty, telling him« that his father should be 
buried with the greatest pomp. In the mean 
time, advice came that his grandson the Mirza 
Mehemed had fallen ill, and through the unsikil'- 
fulnes9 of the physician, was become delirious* 
Timing hastened to the melancholy spot, and 
found the mirza speechless* In three days this 
prince died, exceedingly regretted by Timur oa 
account of the heroick actions he had performed. 
His corpse was conveyed to Avenikor Van, where 
being put into a new coffin, it was sent to be in- 
terred at Sultania, in the tomb of the prophet Ka- 
der, whence it was afterwards removed to Sa- 
marcand* 

Timur enriched his troops with the plunder of 
Anatolia, and then menaced the Egyptian mo- 
narch, who dispatched ambassadoi^ with terms 
of submission, which having accepted, he re- 
turned to Georgia* The king, whose name 
was Malek, made promises, which after the de- 
parture of Timur he neglected to perform- At 
length, however, learning that the Tartar was 
once more ravaging his dominions with fire and 
sword, Malek sent to entreat him to suspend hos- 
tilities, adding, that fear alone prevented him 
from appearing personally before him, and that 
if assured he could do so with safety, he was 
ready to throw himself at the feet of the empe- 
ror, and take the oath of fidelity and obedience 
to him. " The case of your master," replied 
the Tartar khan, '< who is a Christian, has no 
<< similarity with that of the Mohammedans ; 
" because their religion pleads for them. TeH 
*' him, if he wishes to preserve his life, he must 
" repair instantly to my court. Should^God 



d by Google 






mKDo^TAii;. 151 

« retiiae him the grace of embracing the faith 
"•* of the prophet, I will impose a tribute upon 
^ him, and leave him the government of his tciv 
^ ritoriesy and vrill not molest the inhabitants. 
**The emperor of Constantinople, who is a 
" Christian, is on these terms with me." 

Malek was still dilatory in complying with 
these hard conditions, and Timur resumed his 
religious vwirfere with his customary barbarity. 
The king then sent to ofler to relinquish all his 
treasures^ to pay an annual subsidy, and to 
fomish troops. The emirs conjured the empe* 
por on their knees to accept these submissions. 
He consulted the doctors of the law, who dc« 
clared, that since the Georgians consented to 
become tributary, and promised never to injure 
the Mussulmen, the law required that quarter 
should be granted them, and that all pillage 
and massacre should cease. On hearing this 
judgment, Timur made a favourable motion of 
his head, and the peace was ratified. 

Notwithstanding the furious zeal with which 
the Tartar emperor prosecuted his religious wars, 
he appears occasionally to have been animated 
with heroick principles, which, if they had been 
properly directed, would have excited him to 
generous actions. These laudable sentiments are 
apparent in a discourse which he addressed to 
bis council. "Until now," said he, "my am- 
" bition has been to make conquests, and to ex- 
" tend the limits of my vast empire : henceforth 
" my nobler ambition shall be to secure the peace 
** and prosperity of my subjects, and render my 
^ dominions flourishing. Let individuals make 
** known their requests and grievances to me in 
♦* person : let them counsel me foy the good of 
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« the Mussulmen, the glory of the faidi, - and 
" for the extirpation of the wicked and the di» 
" turbers of the pubiick pt:ace. The oppressoi 
"shall not, at the day of judgment, demand 
** vengeance against me ; neither ou that solema 
" occasion shall my brave soldiers have reason 
" to complain of me or of fortime. Their sorrows 
♦'affect me. even more than themselves* Mf 
" wishes and intentions are, that the wcwM 
" should, under my reign, be converted into a 
** paradise ; and I know, that whea a monarch 
" is just and merciful, his kingdom is crowned 
" with blessings and glory. In short, I am dc' 
" termined to amass a treasure of justice, that 
*' my soul may be entitled to happiness after 
" death." This was surely an extraordinary .| 
harangue from the mouth of one who had speot 
a long life in usurping dominions, dethroning 
princes, depopulating countries, extending a«d 
multiplying scenes of misery and devastation, and 
destroying the human race with the most savage 
barbarity. 

About this time Timur performed an act rf 
justice on the person of the famous doctor Mulani 
Kothboddin ; who having, after the departure 
of Timui from the province of Pars, or Persia 
Proper, taxed the inhabitants of that country 
in an enormous sum under the pretence of '^ 
being for a present to the emperor, had now 
come to court with the other officers of the divao; 
to justify his conduct. The emperor, being in- 
censed at this instance of oppression, ordered the 
offender's hands to be bound, and then placing^ 
the forked branch about his neck, sent him in 
that condition to Shiraz, with the sum he bad ex- 
torted from the inhabitai>tSj in order that H 
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•■ii^ht be ftstored ta those who had paid \t» Ar* 
-f^n, Kotbboddtn'8 steward, was condemned to 
be hanged) on account of the troubles which he 
liad brought on the people m contributing to 
Ihs master's plans, and was executed accordmg 
to his sentence. And on the follftwing Friday, 
'When the bhabitants of the city and neighbour* 
5»g villages were assembled at the moaquef 
Kothboddin was exposed at the foot of the pul- 
pit ; from whence a proper officer having ex- 
l^ned to the people the particulars of the of- 
fender's crime, and his sentence, the mosquv . 
echoed with acclamations* After thit piece of 
jisstice had been done on the person of one of the 
praicipal lords of the kingdom, the fetters and 
^ forked branch were taken off, and he was 
•cnt back to Samarcand and his dSice given ta 
another. 

It must be for ever regretted j that nman, who 
with proper ideas of justice and religion would 
have bten formed to ameitd the -fauHs of man- 
kind, should have been reduced by religious &;• 
naticism into the most horrible crimes. It waa 
tertainly under thfe impression that he was per- 
ibrmmg a meritorious act, that he determined 
to undertake a new war against China. He an- 
nounced his intentions to his couneil in the fol- 
lowing terms : " My dear companions, as myr 
** conquests have not been effected without cou- 
"siderable violence, which has unavoidably oc- 
<* casioncd the destruction of numbers of the 
« faithful, I am resolved to expiate my past 
; ** crimes by performing some good action. I 
** m\\ therefore declare war against the infidels, 
. ^ and exterminate the idolaters «f China. It is 
'^ proper thact the same troops wbo have assisted 
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t^ me inr committing these faults, should become 
^ the instruments of my penitence* Hence, 
*' then, let them prepare to march to China, 
*' that they may acquire the merit of this holy 
" war, by demolishing the teTnples of idols, and 
" erecting mosques in their places.". 
-A. D. Before he undertook this expedition, 
1404. he determined to settle his grand children- 
in marriage, and for that purpose be 
oixiered a splendid entertainment in tlie plain of 
J^hani Gheul. On the Ifth of October the 
governors of the provinces, generals, and great 
loitls of the empire, assembled at this place, and 
pitched their tents in order. A multitude of 
people frgm-iall ^ts of Asia flocked to be wit- 
nesses of this solemn festival, in which all. sorts 
x)f diversions were exhibited, and the richest 
curiosities sold in magnificent shops erected for 
,the occasion. Every trader appeared with the 
symbols of his vocation, and in suitable disguises. 
Butchere were dressed in the skins of beasts; 
fun-iers appeai^ed in the shapes of leopards, 
lions, Sec. ; upholsterers as painted callicoes ; and 
fruiterers as portable gardens, abounding with 
fruits of all kinds. There was not any animal, 
even an elephant, which was not imitated by 
machinery, moved by springs. 
, I'he spectators were all admitted with order 
and regularity to the nuptial feast. Several 
forests were entirely hewn down, to furnish fuel 
for cooking the provisions. Along the whole 
extent of the plain, tables were profusely covered 
with whatever could contribute to the gratifica- 
tion of the guest^ That the pleasure might be 
without alloy, .Timur issued the following pro- 
clamation : '< This is the season of feasts> of 
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^pleasure and rejoicings. No one is permitted 
"to disptite- Let not the rich exult over the 
^ poor, nor the powerful over the weik." 

Elephants, with thrones on their backs, were 
employed on the occasion* When the feast was 
over, a great quantity of curious furiiiture was, 
according to custom, laid upon miiles and ca« 
mels for ^he -new-married princes. 'I'he mules 
had covenngs of satin, embroidtred with 
gold ; and their little bells, as well as those of 
the camels, w^re of this metaL The bride- 
grooms, with their ladies, appeared in nine 
different habits, decorated with crowns and 
belts. Each time they chanj^ed their dress, they 
paid their respects, as usual, to the emperor; 
while tlie ground was covered with the gold^ 
pearls, and precious stones, which were sprinkled - 
• <m them, and which, after being so employed, 
became the perquisite of their domesticks. At 
i^ight illuminations were made with lanterns, 
torches, and lamps; after which the bride- 
grooms were permitted to depart to the nup- 
tial chamber : and on -the next day, Timur 
borionred them with a visit at their respective 
apartments, .accompanied by the empresses and 
the great lords of the court; nor was there a 
place in -the whole empire from thence to Tus 
in Korassan, where the sound of drums and 
trumpets was not heard* 

The marriage-feasts lasted two months, at the 
cxphration of which the assembly was dissolved, 
and the licence which had been allowed during 
the feasts, was recalled ; after which time, as be- 
fore, no person was allowed to drink wine, or 
commit any thing unlawful. 

Timur now prepared to lead his army, con- 
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wtitig of twelve hundred thousand' men^rlhioiig^ 
dreary desertsi or akeady desolated countneau 
The cold was so excessive oit their de{>arture» 
tiiat the troops paased the largest rivers -on ice* 
They could not procure water without diggti^ 
to the depth of several feet. Multitudes had 
their limbs frozen; and numbers both of med 
and horses pefished oathe march ; but do obdUtr 
cle could daunt the spiritof the victorious Timurt 
his jM^sence animated every heart. 

He was obliged however^ by fatigue, to stop 
in a town of small importance, not far distil 
from the frontiers of China. In this place he 
was seized with a raging fever, which threatened 
his life. He seemed tp have a melaBcho^ 
presendment of a speedily approaching dissols^ 
tion. He thought he heard a voice calliog 
him to repent, for he must soon appear before 
God. Obedient to the solemn admonition, 
he set about the great work of repentance^ 
and resolved to endeavour to make satisfiictioD 
for his faults, by the performaoee of good 
actions. Although his sickness daily increase^ 
he was not unmindful of his army, but was per* 
petually inquiring alter its condition. At last 
he peix:eived that death was approaching ; mic^ 
animated with the hopes of his religion, he sun»' 
moned his family and his nobles around his bed* 
He saw them bathed in tears, and addE6S3ed thei6 
in a low but firm tone: ^'Do not," said he, 
*' weep, but pray for, me. I hope God will parv 
<( don my sins, though they are -very numerom^ 
^^ I have, however, the cons<^ation of reflecting 
(< that I, at all times, restrained the powecfiil 
f= from oppressing the weak. Labour all of yo« 
f for the happiness of the pe<^e i for at the day 



d by Google 



^o( judgment a rigid account win be demanded 
'^of those who have enjoyed authority." He 
then declared bis grandson, Pir Mehemed Je« 
ban Ghir, his sole heir, and successor in the em- 
^re ; enjoining the persons present to obey him, 
and if necessary, to sacrifice their lives to main* 
tun his authority* After this he ordered all the 
emirs, and great lords of his court, to come into 
hb presence, and made them swear to see his 
will executed* 

Having, in the most affectionate man- ^ j^ . 
ner, recommended brotherly love and con- 1405,' 
cerd to the princes his children, he order- 
ed one of the doctors to read the Kofan at his 
bed's-head, and often to repeat the unity of God* 
fa the evening he made many and unequivocal 
professions ofhis faith, and expired while he was 
emphatically repeating a favourite article of his 
creed, « Verily, there is no other god than God." 
He was seventy-one years of age, of which he had 
signed thirty-six* 

Timur Bek was the first who brought the 
trown into his family. At the age of twenty* 
five he had astonished every one with his ex- 
ploit8» his valoin*, and ambition* To perfect the 
great talents which he had received from nature, 
ne spent nine years in travelling, during which 
his great understanding and elevated genius ap* 
peared in councils and assemblies, while his in- 
tiepidity and prowess, whether in personal com- 
biBits or in pitched battles, drew upon him the ad- 
nuration of all mankind* 

He made himself master of the three em|nre8 

elf Jagatay Khan, TushI Khan, and Hulaku 

Khan'; so that his power, wealth, and magni- 

ficeace, were- almost i)eyohd conception* Nu- 
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merop monuments of his grandeur are still 19* 
maining in the cities, towns, castles, and wfiUit 
which h^ built ; in the rivers and canals whicb £e 
dug } ^d in the bridges, gardens, palaces, hostl* 
tals, mosques, and monasteries^ which he erectf^A 
in different parts of Asia* 

In his person Timur was corpulent and talt» 
He had a broad forehead, an agreeable counts 
nance, and a. fair complexion. He wore a lara^ 
beard, was very strong, and of robust limbs ; hci 
had broad shoulders, his fingers were thick, aoij 
he had long legs. His constitution was amaz- 
ingly vigorous; but he was maimed in om; 
hand, and lame of the right side. His eyes 
appeared full of fire; his voice was loud and 
piercing ; he feared nothing ; and at his death, 
though upwards of seventy, his understanding 
was sound and perfect, his body vigorous a^d 
robust, his mind constant, and unshaken as a 
rock. 

He did not like nuleiy, and could not endure 
a lie. There was no joking or trifling before 
him, for he loved the naked truth, even although 
it was to his own disadvantage. He neither 
grieved if he miscarried in any attempt, nor ap« 
peared overjoyed on any great success. The 
device which he h^ chosen for his seal was ^' I 
<* am sincere and plain." He took great delight 
in reading history, and was exceedingly well 
versed in the state of different countries, pro- 
vinces, and cities. He was penetrating, subtle^ 
close, and dissembling; just fit)m inclination^ 
and liberal from habit and disposition: but on 
the other hand, ambition had in a great measure 
extinguished his humanity ; war had familiarized 
him to blood ; and his religious zeal had inspired 
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Km iriUi a croel, imptftcalde} and pernicious fana« 

One of the most remarkable traits of this ex- 
tra(»?diha!r7 man was his conviction of his own in« 
sufficiency, and his firm persuasion, so rarelf 
found in the children of prosperity, of his being 
hxtebled for idi his greatness to providence. He 
once explicitly declared himself on this head in 
mch terms as to affect all those who heard him* 
His troops were besieging a fortress while he 
was confined to his bed with a fever ; but being 
unable to tranquillize his mind unless he saw the 
state of afifidrs9*he caused himself to be carried 
tp the entrance of his tent, which \vas situated 
cm an eminence. He was supported by two 
persons; but being extremely feeble, he re- 
quested to be laid upon the ground* In this 
hel{Hess situation, be said to one of those who 
as^sted him, *^ Consider my weakness, and how 
** changed I am. I have neither hand to act, 
•* nbr feet to walk. If I were attacked, I should 
^ be incapable of resistance. If I were aban- 
^ doned jp. my present state, I should be taken 
•**as in a snare, unable to defend myself, or to 
** avert the impending evils that threatened me. 
" Notwithstanding, you see that the Almighty, 
** has subjected nations to my sway, that he 
** has opened foF me inaccessible places, filled 
" the earth with the terror of my name, and 
*^ has made kings and princes fall before me. 
" Can such signal victories proceed from any 
** one ttat God? What am I but a poor 
^ wretched being, ^possessing of myself neither 
^ power nor talents proportioned to my achieve- 
^ ments?" 
Xiniur left behind him fifty-three descendants ; 
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thirty-fttx makB snd setienteeii fenudes* Am \ 
as his death was known, the eropresses and i 
ladies at couit beat th«ir &ce&, and tore 
hair; their lords rent their elothes, andffin^iiii^ 
themselTes on the ground paiaed the lu^^ht In ^ 
fnentation. On ^e jnext daf the bodf was ' 
ed, and embidmed with omi^or, musk, and -: 
water ; then aewfed up m linen, atid laid in «.oq^ 
fin of ebony. As the design of the wstf in Oikw 
was not abandcmedf his death was ooneeated, and 
idvice 9eiit t& hid successor to repair itawaedmte^ 
ly to court. On the nesKt mornings the nursasy 
empresses, and -emirs, departed with the -corpse 
for Samarcand ; aitd having cixMoed the Jihun 
on the ice, entered a wood, where it was B^reed 
in council, that they should maix^h to Tasbkontf 
under the command of mirza Ibrahim Soltitf!) 
who, on his arrival, should ddiver up^the com- 
mand to his elder brother Kidil Soltan ; ttot 
this latter should bear the title of emperor du- 
ring the campaign, and proceed with the whole 
army to China ; and thftt on thdr return to Sa- 
marcand, they should hold a diet, to. carry into 
execution Timur's last will «id testament. Theie 
resolutions being formed, several lords were 
^ent with Timur's coffin to Samarcand, where 
they arrived, and buried it with the usual so- 
lemnity. 

Before Pir Mehemed x:ould arrive, his brother; 
tn-hiw Hussayn seized the crown, and placed it 
on his own head. He took possession of Samar- 
cand, and all the treasures of the deceased mo- 
narch. Both he and Kalil, however, declared that 
it was theif intention to secure the throne for 
him whom Timtir had appointed his successor. 
^y ' this stratagem . they gained over some cap« 
tains and generals, who, after selling their good 
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offices at a very dearrnt^ first betrayed, then 
obliged them to abdicate^ and afterwards once 
more re^instated them Id thetr authority. Kalil 
espenenced all these vicissHudea, till at length 
he took possession of the imperial palace, where 
the treasures of Asia were amassed. There, 
seized on the throne, he reoeiTed the submission 
^the principal persons in the state* 

After his acces^on, he distributtd his immense 
lieasaies among the [»i|icipal lords and soldiers* 
This prodigality was the first cause of his ruin : 
the 6e<:ond was his violent passion for a woman 
of low birth, named Shadi Mulk, by whom he 
suffered himself to be governed, and to be led to 
the commission of a multitude of errors. 

As she was far inferior in rank to the wives of 
the deceased emperor, they beheld her elevation 
^ith a jeakHis eye ; and on the other hand, she 
conceived the most rancorous hatred towards 
them. At her instigation, Kalil disposed of 
these princesses, in a manner that disgraced his 
&mily, .and rendered them miserable for life. 
He obliged' them to marry men not entitled e^en 
^ be their servants. He neglected merit, and 
alienated the affections of his generals. His 
misconduct entailed upon him the aversion of 
every class of his subjects, and hb grandeur and 
magnificence had all vanished in less' than four 
years. 

While he was losing the publick esteem. Me- 
hemed was advancing,^ and wrote to him, de* 
manding the restoration of his right. To this Ka- 
lil briefly replied, " Possession constitutes right." 
Mehemed continued his progress, and an engage- 
ment took place, in which he was defeated. Af- 
ter this he entered into a treaty, by which he re- 
P2 
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linquished thd^ empire, and left KaH m qui^ piS H^ 
session of his dominioos. 

Mehemed r^umed to Kandahar, hb pa^mnt^m 
ny, where the weakness of his adminisiratleiai 
tempted hb minbter to excite a rebelfion ag^auMitr 
him* He took his master prisoner, and then pro- 
posed himself to tlie principal nobility as hb ^uca 
cessor in the following address : ^^ The world: te 
" in great con^ion ; there are evident signs of 
^ the last day being at band* It is a time of 
*^ fraud ; and impostors govern every where* 
^ Timur, who was the lame impostor, is dead» 
** This is the season of the bald impostor ; tifter 
^ him will come the blind impostor. If the haJUt 
** must reign, I am he*" His powers of eloecH 
tfiooj however, were insufficient to answer his pur* 
p3se : he was- driven from the city, and aoag^hf 
refuge with Shah Rukh, who punished htm i&>^ 
his treason, and took pos^ssion of Kandahftr 
without opposition* 

This prince, the fourth son of Timur, bait 
given an nsylum to Hussayn, the first who had 
seized the throne, and whom Kalil dispossessed 
and compelled to save himself by Bight* Thay 
he had within his power Kalil's two competftbrs4 
Hussayn and Mehemed : he wanted only Ka^ 
himself, and him he soon obtained also* -He" 
had Wbely sufiFered the different pretenders tor 
the throne to ruin themselves; ai^ while they; 
fought, he had preserved hb forces entire* Ka- 
lil, still a slave to his passions, lived at Santar* 
cand, in a state of indolence, under the go-* 
vemment of ^adi Mulk* She had an old ser- 
vant, named Baba Termes, a man of mean' 
descent, ignoble and deformed, and of vulgar^ 
and sordid manners* From the management' 
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of YSa mktre^'s affairs, he, by degrees, had 
risen to the most important employments of the 
state ; 4U)d at length disposed of all things at his 
pleasure, without even consulting the Tizief 
Allah<^d. 

Irritated at the insolence of this valet, ^ p 
tioir become minister, the virier excited 1407.* 
^^arbances in Samarcand. These fur- 
nished him with a pretext for leTying troops, by 
tiie help of which he made his master prisoner, 
as well as his mistress and her favourite* Shah 
Ri&h was greatly incensed at this treachery; 
and resolving to revenge the injury done to his 
6tber*s house, issued orders for assembling all 
Ittfi forces. Allahdad, knowing the inferiority oC 
fab own strength to that of his adversary, aban^ 
donedthe city, carrying with him Kalil, as a kmd 
^hostage, but Shadi Mulk was led behind^^ The 
eonqueror's ofBcera treated her with the greatest 
indignities, put her to the torture to force from 
her a discotery of her riches, and when they had 
^privcd her of these, they dragged her through 
^ streets, loading her with ignominy, as the 
iQost infamous of wretches* 
.'Baba was reserved for the most cruel tor- 
laetiiiB; but escaping from his guards as they 
passedrover some water, he plunged into it and 
was drowned. Allahdad was seized and ba^ 
mshed. Kalil, recovering his liberty by the 
death of the vizier, retired to the frontiers of 
Turkestan, where he passed his time in writing 
elegies in the Persian language, on the absence 
of his beloved Shadi Mulk. Before the expira- 
tion of any ccmsiderable period, however, he re- 
tamed to Samarcandf where, at first, he was 
appointed to a government, and shortly afler 
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poisoned. SJiadi Mulk, inciq^l^ of supportiag 
this fresh misfortune, destroyed herself^ ancl wa^ 
interred in the same tomb with lifer unfortunate 
husband. 

Thus Shah Rukh, by the death, of Hussayn, 
Mehemed, and Kalil, whom he had held prison- 
ers successively^ found himself in possession ol* 
the most considerable pait of the interior domi- 
nions of his father. 

When all the disturbances were quieted^ the 
new emperor went on a visit to the tomb of bis, 
father Timur, where he caused the usual funersdl 
ceremonies to be performed again. He then 
ordered the greater part of the rich mqveables^ 
the arms, and the other Uiings of value which 
were in the sepulchre, to be carried into the ma- 
gazines ; plundering the treasures, and searching* 
the, most secret places for hidden wealth. 

Too avaiicious of riches, and too much en- 
gaged with the faction of the nobles by which 
he was surrounded, he was unaWe to preserve 
the integrity of his vast empire^ the frontiers of 
which Avere daily falling a prey to the invasions 
of the adjacent nations. He, however, on the 
A. D. whole, deserved the character of a great 
1446. prince, and ' reigned with glory during 
a space of forty-three years. Like Timur, 
he left, in a numerous progeny, the seeds of fu- 
ture commotions. His children divided the 
kingdom ; and they and their descendants were 
assisted iu the dismemberment by the posterity of 
the other sons and grandsons of Timur ; in con- 
sequence of which, throughout all Tartary, Hin- 
dostan, and Persia, fix>m the Euxine to the 
Frozen Ocean, and. from the Oby to the Indus, 
there are but few districts which have not been 
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gtfvM&ed by^^rbce^ descended from tfaat con* 
quercMv reigBing under the. title of sultam, khanSf 
enurs^aod shahs, which «giitfies6mperors« From 
the wreck, mdeed, of this immense empire, arose 
kifigdoms and small principalities ; as the stones 
of dismantkd palaces serve equally for the erec- 
tion of other palaces, cmt <^ cottages* 
. On the death of Shah Hukb, the vast elSipire 
•C Timur ^ again into itivision ; his three g^rvkU 
f hUdren seizing each a share. Alaoddawlet, the 
eldest, possemed hhnsdf of Korassan ; Moham- 
»ed*lhe^seeoiidfi«tadned Perstan In^ and Part, 
f^whkh he was governor; and Abul Kassem 
BabrassuR^ the government of Jorjan and Ma- 
2aadenm> so that nothing remained to Ulug 
Beg, or the Great Lord,, eldest son and successor 
of Shah Rykh, esnrepttng the countries to the 
north of the river Tihun, and Turkestan, over 
which he^iad mtod for nearly forty years. He 
was a prince endowed with eminent qualities^ 
courageous in war, and addicted to the study of 
the sciences, fmrticularly astronomy. Under his 
name and authority, the tsMes entitled Zi> Ulug; 
Seg «vere composed, at Scunarcand, hy tht two 
roo^ eminent astronomers of their time. 
. Abdollatif rebelled against his father Ulug 
Begt who, desirous only of bringing his son to 
reason, advanced with troops towards Balk, 
where he then was ; but Abdollatif, instead of 
submitting, pix)ceeded at the head of an army 
to meet his ^ther and give him battle, Ulug 
Beg was defeated, and put to death. He y^ jy^ 
i*as succeeiled by his unnatural son ; 1453' 
A^ho, to this murder, added that of his 
hrother, whom he caused to be assassinated in 
onkrto secure himself on the throne. The au# 
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thoflty which he had a<iquired m this maniiefhe 
did not enjoy longer than six months ; at the tie^. 
piration of which time his own soldiers shot hixd, 
to death with arrows* * 

After the death of Abdollatif, Abdollah, the 
grandson of Sliah Rukh, took pot&session of his^ 
jthrone. This prince succeeded hit father Ibr»^^ 
"him in the sovereignty of Pars ; but being expel-* 
led fiDm his paternal dominions^ he fled to Ulug 
Begy at Samarcand, who received him with great 
hospttality^ and gave him his daughter in mar- 
riage. This circumstance fimiished him with aa 
opportunity, on the death of Abdollatif, to sdze 
the throne, which however he possessed only a 
single year ; for, being attacked by Abusaid Mir- 
za, he was slain in battle. 
A. D. Abusaid, on this event, became pos» 
1450. sessor of all the provinces to the north oi 
' the Amu, which belonged to Ulug^ Be^ 
Samarcand suffered much from this victory. The 
Usbeks, or soldiers of Usbek Khan, having en- 
tered the city, treated the inhabitants with great 
inhumanity. Abusaid made use of an artifice 
to drive them out of the palace ; for going alone, 
and in a plain dress, to the gate, he there disco^ 
vered himself to the burghers who guaixled it, 
unknown to the Usbeks ;< and, entering the city, 
presently made himself master of the principal 
posts, which having secured, he obliged the Tar- 
tars, partly by force and partly by presents, to 
quit the place, and retire home with their 
leader. 

^ j^ After a life of activity, Abusaid was put 

1468. to death by his own officers. He left be-- 

hind him eleven sons, of whom those 

most worthy of notice were Ahmed, who suc- 
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e^isded bun at Samarcand, and reig;ned twentf- 
years ; and Omar Sheykh, who, by his father's 
death, became sovereign of Andekan, which be 
possessed till the year U93, when he was killed 
by a fall from a building. He acquired the re- 
putation of being a good prince, and was succeed- 
ed bf his son Babr, founder of the empire of the 
Moguls wbo reign at present in Hindostan. 
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1 

I 



The ISstory of the Descendants of T^mztr Bek, w^ 
have reigned in ISndoatan tender the Mtmes xf 
Jagataya and Mogtde* 

SULTAN BA'BR became sovereign of the 
- country of Andekan, in Great Qukharia, in 
the yeari 14-94, and on the death of Ahmed he 
ascended the throne of Samarcand : in the peace- 
able possession of which he remaned but four 
years, when Sheybeg, invading Great 
^* ^* Bukharia -with an array of Usbeks, from 
beyond the river Jihun, drove him out 
of his kingdom, and took possession of it lum- 
self. 

Babr retired to Gazna, from whence he un- 
dertook an expedition into India, and in a short 
time subdued all that empire, except the king- 
doms of Dekkan, Guzurat and Bengal. He 
^ jj died on the 25th of December, in ChaN 
1530. ^^g^> n^^v Agra, on the bank of the 
river Chun, from whence his body was 
carried to Kabul to be interred. It is said that 
Babr, before this expedition, in order to dis- 
cover his strength, entered that country, accom- 
panied with thirty of his lords, in the disg«i9& 
of pilgrims. At Delhi they were discovered by 
Sekander, the Patan king, and arrested; but on 
Babr's taking an oath not to attempt the conquest 
of Hindostan during either of their lives, they 
were pardoned. The oath was inviolably kept; 
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bat when both were tiead, Hema3run9 invading 
the country) dispossessed Ibrahim and Shah 
Seiim (Sekander's son) of their dominions^ 

HemajTun succeeded his father, and expe« 
rieneed various vicissitudes of fortune. At first 
he enjoyed consider^le success against the 
Patans, or A%hans, from whom bia &ther iiad 
violently wrested the sceptre of Hindostan ; but 
which this prince lost by a conspiracy formed 
against him by some of his own family^ and he 
was forced to flee into Persia with a Very few 
attendants. Shah Tahmasp, the monarch of 
thatxountry, gave him a friendly reception, and 
tBat^ed him to recover several of his provinces 
that had revolted* In this situation Hemayun 
suffered a reflection to escape him> which near« 
ly cost him his life. The king of Persia had 
i:ommissioned Bayran, his own bmther> to en- 
tertain his ^uest, and even serve rum at table ; 
when the Mogul, vain of his good treatment, 
imprudently oaid: " The king of Persia is right 
^ in thus teaching his brother to obey : as for 
^ TOGy who loaded mine with wealth and honours, 
" I have found him my greatest enemy in my 
^ misfi^unea.'' Bayran, who was offended at this 
speech, inspired his brother with suspicions preju^ 
dicial to the royal fugitive ; which would have been 
attended wlthiatal consequences to him, had it not 
been for the entreaties of Begum sultana, the 
kill's sister^ who interceded in his behalf. His 
impruden^ce, however, was in the event ^van* 
tageous to him ; for T^masp, to remove the dis^ 
turbances which th^ presence of the Mogul ex- 
cited at his court, granted him troops, and 
whatever was necessary for him to return int* 
Vox.. XL Q 
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Uindostan. fiy means of these Hemaytin 9f* 
conquered a considerable part of his doniinioipt 
and entered his capital^ Delhi, in triumph, i^hesSp. 
be laid the foundation of a magnificent palace # 
but he had scarcely been settled there thr^ 
months, when he lost his life by an accident* O^ 
day, hearing the cryer call to afternoon pray ec^y 
he sat down on the stairs of the palace, leanlliij^ 
on his staff; and having taken too large a doBi^ 
of opium, fell asleep ; when suddenly tde staSBT 
dipping from luider him, he fell .headlong dorr^ 
forty steps, and was so bruised with the fall thaSt 
^ J) he died in three days. This prince die^ 
1556. on the 24th of January, and was buried 
in a nionument erected on the banks c^ 
the river Chun, after having reigned twenty-siar 
years. 

Akbar su^eded his &ther, and was almo^ 
continually at war with the Patans* Oiice when 
he thought himself on the point of enjoying 
peace, advice was hastily brought to him that 
his brother Hakem was invading his country 
with thirty thousand horse. Akbar^ however, 
came upon him at Sherhinda so iinexpectedly 
that Hakem fled, leaving his camp and followers 
at the mercy of the victor. These troubles were 
followed by the rebellion of Bahadr Khan, and 
Ali Kuli Khan, both whom he defeated with 
great slaughter* 'Kuli Khan was trodden to 
death under the horses* feet, and Bahadr Khan 
being taken prisoner was strangled on the spot 
by the command of Akbar. l*his rebellion being . 
60 happily quelled, Akbar reserved to make a 
pilgrimage, barefooted, to Azmir, at the distance 
,pf one hundred and fifty koses (two hundred 
miles) to visit the tomb of Haji Mondi there^ ia 
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Mlfte hope of obtaining heirs by the intercession of 
^that sairvt. In this joumey he ordered a stone 
to be placed at tlie end of every kos ; and on his 
neturn, sit Sikeri, eighteen miles short of Agi^a^ 
be a! si ted sheik Selim, to whom he related the 
occasion of his pilgiimag^. The sheik told 
him thut Lie shoutd have three sons, and that 
one of hl^ wives ^vtis then, with child. For 
,tKi& re^kson Akbar called the first of them Selini) 
Rf^e? the sheik who had given him the pleas- 
ing intelligence ; the other two were named 
Morad and Daniel. This prediction was so 
jg;ratefhl to Akbar that he enclosed the town 
;With a wall, and called it Fettipur. He like- 
wise erecte<l a mosque, with a palace of great 
beauty i and would huve made it his cipital, if 
the water of the river had been salubrious, but its 
bad quality In this respect obliged him to quit that 
siuiauoo* 
The sons for whom he had been so anxiousy 

I did not exhibit that degree of filial respect which 
was nccessai'y to nrrikt: them the blessings he had 
so ardently prtiyed for. Selim appeared in open 
rebellion a^iiinst his father, who sent lettera to 
,him, expatiating upon the judgments threatened 
, l^ God against disobedient children, and pro- 
.mising to restore him to favour if he would re- 
turn to his duty. But the. prince, despising his 
.Other's admonitions, continued to extend his 
power, and aimed at getting possession of Ben- 
gal. In the mean time Daniel was sent to op- 
pose him : Selim was obliged to surrender ; and 
the father's vengeance fell only upon the wretches 
who had perverted his morals, whom he con- 
demned to )9e trampled to death by elephants. 
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After Alls victory Daniel ^ve himself up toitt* 
temperance and debauchery) in which x:ourse he 
Boon died. 

Selim again rovolted ; but hating surreiidered 
tit his father^s remonstrtuices, he obtained his par* 
don a second time. The parent, ho were r, did not 
permit this instance of misconduct to rei»atn es- 
tifely tuipunished f but taking his son by the hand 
he led him into the mner apartment^ and, in a 
great rage, struck him several bk>ws on the face; 
at the same time upbraiding him with his wicked 
attempts. He then reflected on htm for want 
of courage, becAtjse, having seventy tfaousaiTif 
ttx)opB at his command he submitted so tamely ? 
and} in conclusion, ordered him to be carried to 
another court of the palace, and to be confined. 
His omras likewise were seized, and conducted 
to prison, loaded with irons. Selim, who was ar* 
customed to take <^jura every day, astoniehed 
at this usagfe, forbore taking it for twenty-four 
hours ; but on the next day, the kmg going to 
see him, gave him some with his own hand. 
On the thii-d, all thie ladies waited on Akbar, 
and entreated pardon for the prince, which hav- 
ing obtained, he was sent to his own apart- 
ments. 

Akbar did not long survive this rcc6nciliation. 
Being incensed against Gaja, one of his nobles 
who had supported his son in rebellion, and al- 
lowed hims^f great freedom of speech, he re- 
solved to get rid of him by poison. To effect 
this, he ordered two pills to be made of the same 
size, one of which he intended to give to Gaja, 
while he took the other himself to prevent sus- 
picion.: but, afler holding the pills some time in 
his band, he, by mistake, swallowed the poisooi 
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and gaTethe other to Mirza. When he dis- 
covered this ctreumstaiicev he iiad instantly re- 
course to soitidotes: but they could not j^ j^ 
save him ; and he expired, in the forty- 1605! 
uinth year of his reign., 

As soon a&^ Akbar was dead, the principal 
omras who were about h'lm shut all the gateft 
of the castle of Agra, and committed the charge 
of them to their most trusty officers. ' Many of 
them were de&irous <^ placing' Khosraw on the 
threne, instead of his iathef Setim, who had 
taken the aame of Jehan Ghtr. But the &ther 
had the strangest party, and caused himself tabe 
crowned. . . 

Being jealous, however, of his son Khosraw^ 
he asked his chief minister what wa^ the proper 
method to he pursued with regard to<him« The 
minister advised him to deprive his son of sight ; 
but didiking this horrible expedient, the king was 
content with keeping Khosraw prisoner near his 
own persoiw 

The emperor was engaged ia an attempt to 
Induce some rebellious raj^s to subjection : but 
being unwiUing that the war should interfere 
with his pleasures, he very imprudently in- 
tmsted the command of his forces to Shah Jehan, 
waother of his sons. The young prince's vio- 
tories infiamed his mind : he saw that from the 
J&cenes q£ haUtual dissipation in which his fa- 
ther indulged, k would be no difficult matter to 
usurp the throne. Khosraw, his eldest brother, 
>ras the only obstacle that seemed to. stand in 
the way of such an ambitious project ; and 
being shortly after appointed to guard him, he 
put him to death. It was now time to throw 
^ Che mask : he conceived the design of seizing 
Q3 
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has Other's treasures, with vhidi he |ii»rposed Si 
make war agdnst him ; and bad nea^y attained 
hb object: for a few minittes his father was as-* 
tually m Ms power ^ but he esBaped^andy ^th.the 
assistance of another of his sons, completely dc« 
iMted Sfasdi Jehan, who 'fled, l^ut afterward re- 
lamed, andcontinoed the war some time. 

In the midst of these events, a chief naroed 
Mohabet Khan had been cahmtniated -to the 
emperor, and found himself exposed to the 
hatred of a powerful faction, of which the em« 
press was the head. This princess, called 
lieher Meja, who was extremely beautifiaU snd 
a9 much distinguished by the superiority of her 
understanding as by her personal charms, had 
inspired the emperor with so vident a pa^ion^ 
that he married her. She resolved upon 
Mohabet's ruin, who took measures to defend 
himself and actually anade Jehan Ghir and all 
Im coiut prisoners. He used no precaution 
however, r^pecting the empress ; who escaped^ 
and collected considerable forces for the relief of 
her husl^uid. Mohabet was surrounded, and con* 
sidered himself fortunate in being permitted to 
redre with his troops, whom he led to Shah 
Jehan, and remained with him. The king sur* 
>ived this event but a short time. After a reign 
^ j3 of twenty-two years he died, leading the 
1627. character of a weiJc prince, who suf- 
fered himself to he governed hf hti 
courtiers and his wife. His general charactei' 
was not stained with crueH}'; yet instances arc 
recorded in tliii respect, which have kijuted him 
in the opinbn of posterity : but it is not im- 
probable that these may have been rather the 
Miscqueiice of ill advice thai> of bis natural (^p- 
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position* An eunoch being once found in situa* 
tkmsof familiartty with a woman whom the em* 
pwor had relhiquished, the lady whs sentenced to 
be put into the earth, with only her head aboTc 
<he ground, exposed to the bumhig rays of the 
son, and the eunuch was literally cut in pieces be* 
fore liep face. Drunkenness was a Tice in which 
be indulged, but which in others he punished with 
tbe greatest. severity. 

He daily wlievcd many poor pei-sons, and 
behaved with great marks of duty to his mo- 
ther, whose palankin he would himself fre- 
quently assist in carrying. He often visited the 
cells of religious men, whom he esteemed sa» 
cred, and would speak with reverence of Chiist ; 
but he could by 90 means be reconciled to em- 
brace the divine religion of the Saviour of the 
world. 

The Jesuits, however, had liberty in this reign 
to make converts tn the Mogul's empire, ahd 
sent advice into Europe of the great j^rogress 
they had made; yet, in reality, there is reason 
H) believe that few ^rel•e baptised who did not 
con^m to tbe ceremony for the sake of re- 
lieving their necessities, rather than from a con- 
viction of religious truth. 

As Shah Jelian was absent at the death df 
his father, the queen* undertook to place her 
9on-in^law On the throne ; but an opposite party 
being the stronger, proclaimed, for the present, 
Bolakhij.a younger brother of Shah Jehan, in 
expectation of his arrival. 

The *young prince objected to the ceremony f 
he foresaw the danger with which it might 
be attended, and his apprehensions were well 
feunded: for Shah Jchan afterward saaificed 
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him, and mmy others, to allay his own je»> 
lottsies*. Tlus savage policy cUd not howev^i? 
relieve him from all disquietude s two im*. 
po^ors appeared, each assuming the m^me of 
Bolakhi, to whom he was forced to give battle* 
He succeeded in subjugating all those who couM^. 
cause him s^y anxiety in his dominions, and i^' 
length so coippletely quelled his enemies, as to tie*' 
able to declare wai* against the Portuguese, wbo^' 
had obtained a footing in Hindostan, and took 
from them their stronger fortress. This was 
the first expedition of the Indians against the 
Europeans, and the former were compfetcly 
victorious. The Portuguese surrendered at 
discretion ; and among the prisoners were many 
Jesuits and Augustine friars. Of these, sevewl 
turned Mohammedans, to preserve thei* lives; 
while others suSered martyniom, rather than re* 
nounce their faith. Not one of them wouid) 
on any terms, have been left alive, had not the 
empress Taje Mahl died before their arrival at 
the capital : for she had made a vow tha^ th^r 
should all be cut to pieces. She waj^y- lamented 
by nobody except her husband Shah Jehan, vfhq 
was indebted to her artifices for his throne. 1« 
letum for-this service he built her a sepulchre, 
which is superior in magnificence to every thing 
of this sort in the Indies. The missionaries were 
released and sent to Goa, through the interces* 
sion of an Armenian and a Venetian who were u^ 
great favour with Shah Jehan. 

Akbar had removed the court from Delhi to 
Agra, and Jehan Ghir had carried it from 
Agra to Lahur; but. Jehan brought it back to 
Delhi, arid restored this ancient capital to its 
loroier splendour. liis attention was, ibr soipe 
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I time, engrossed in layiTig out two gardens fot 
' Ms palace ; on ^hich incrediUe sums were ex- 
pnided : and in this deficious pface it was, llmt 
he &rgot the warlike pursuits which had ab- 
s»bed his attention in youth, for the purpose of 
ptving himself up entirely to pleasure. So much) 
ndeed) was lie addicted to dismpation, that his 
tnmisters were obliged to make use of a strata* 
geni) to tear him from his enjoyments, on an 
c?ent of the utmost impor^nce. A rajah had 
ttken up arms against him, and the presence of 
tWe tmpe)x>r in the field was thought absolutely 
necessary. To eflfect this purpose^ 'the astrolo- 
^rs pronounced that the residefice in the capi« 
' td would b^ ^tal wHhln a month, to hhn who 
Aould hold the first rank there. The emperor 
I ^s^itontly quitted it, and put himself at the head 
I «r the army. After a few indecisive actions, he 
j «tumed, and found the person dead whom he 
I btd appointed to the administration durmg hid 
a^nce; which led him to applaud his owrt 
aagacity for having credited the prediction of 
the astrologers, who, in order to prevent their 
«JtiU from heing suspected, had poisoned the un- 
happy governor. 

The increasing intemperance and licentious* 
^tii of the emperor led his subjects of all ranks 
to speak of his conduct with contempt $ and at 
length they began to despise a character which 
^Hey were not able to reverence. His love for 
the fair sex made him profuse in his expenses 
^'pon them. To one lady he made a present of 
a pair of slippei's, the vahie of which could 
«carcely be estimated. A celebrated gallefry 
^hich has been spoken of in' Europe for its ira* 
J»ense liches, had its rise fi"Qm the sam!3L rein 
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of gallantry. This Tnagnjficeht apartment ^ 
designed for a female daucer, who was sprai 
from the lowest order of the people.— fl 
however addicted to pleasure, Shah Jehan neii 
neglected to administer justice. He was esteei 
ed the Solomon of the Moguls, and in this pd 
his memory is still held in veneration. He nui 
it an invariable rule never td pardon corfl 
judges; and ^e took every method to cleari 
dominions of rohbers, who were at that time ai 
tional evil* ' 

An omra of the army having once presutt 
to sit down in his presence, contrary to « 
etiquette of the court, the king deprived him^ 
all his employments* The disgraced c^cerl 
the succeeding day appeared In the hall of i 
dieoce, with his usual confidence. Then sittl 
down in the presence of Shah Jehan ; " NdI 
" " my lord," says he, " since I am no lom 
*f in your pay, I may use the freedom that I 
" longs to every man that is independeOI 
The emperor, far from being ofiTended at t 
liberty which the omra had taken, comineiw 
his resolution, and restored him to his ofi 
with an increase of salary. 
. As this prince grew old, his passions cban^ 
with his age, and to his prodigality succce^ 
an avarice which surpassed all his other vied 
for as soon as any of his officers had gro« 
rich by oppressing the people, he stripped tbd 
of their ill-gotten wealth, and enriched hiiiw< 
by the spoil. The better to secure the innueo^ 
treasures which he had hoarded up, he cau« 
two subterraneous vaults, supported by m^ 
pillars, to be made under his palace, in one i 
which he kept bis gold, and his silver in ti 
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p- To prev^it these precious metals from 
i; carried away, be ordered thera to be cast 
huge wedges, of a bulk unfit for the pur- 
i of commerce. He spcBt the greater pait 
the ^iay in these caverns, feeding his eyes with 
sight of that prodigious heap of riches, under 
nee of enjoying^ the coolness >of the place, 
covetousoe&s became at length so exces- 
fpc> that to * save the expense of maintaining 
& sons at court suitably to their dignity, he 
ga^c them govemmepts to live on without any 
Wwiitments except what they could draw from 
^people. 

Shah Jehan had twelve children : of these, 

™ir sons and two daughters arrived at years of 

maturity. The eldest son, Dara Shekowh, was 

??Uant and witty, bift subject to 'fits of pas- 

*Mi, during which he spared nobody who came 

M^ his way. The second, Soltan Sujidi, was in 

^ disposition not very unlike the eldest. Au- 

*«ng-Zib appeared serious and melanchcdy, but 

^aa more versed in the business of life than his 

brothers. Tp prevent any suspicion of his aim- 

^% at the throne, he for a long time professed 

to be a faquir, while secretly he was making a 

party at court. He had the address also to gain 

ttvt affections of Shah Jehan, who esteemed him 

^e best qustlified for the cares of government* 

The fourth son, Morad Bukhsh, regarded no* 

thing but his pleasures ; yet he was brave, and 

' Would probably have succeeded to the thronet 

^^ his Qourage had been accompanied with dis- 

! cpetion. 

^ The names of Jehan's two daughters were 

I Jehan Ara Begum, and Ryshn Ray Begum ; 

^ formeri whose name signifies ^* Princess, 
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♦< ornament of the woild," was beai:^al vA 
witty, but inclined to gallantry ; and on a cer- 
tain occasion, one of her lovers being stirpmei 
by her father, in her chamber, she had no means 
of concealing him but in one of the great caul* 
drons used for bathing. The emperor, suspeett 
hig the contrivance, began to chide her for not 
using the bath more frequently, and orderecf 
the fire under the cauldron to be lighted imme-^ 
diately $ nor would he leave the apartment till 
the unhappy gallant bad fallen a Sacrifice to his 
imprudence* 

Adopting the same bad policy which had 
caused Jehan Ghir such repeated embarrass- 
inents, Shah Jehan appointed his. sons to the sur 
perintendance of provinces, equal to kingdoms* 
Sujah was;^^0!dnaled to tAe government d[ Ben* 
gal : to Aureng-^ib was given Dekkan : to Mo* 
cad, Guzerat Dara, the eldest, had only two 
small pIt>^1nces in the vicinity of the capital^ 
that he might not be distant from the court* 
From this moment the princes began to intrigue- 
The emperor was shortly after taken ill. His 
sons fiew to arms, and according to the custom 
of the country, the coolest was for the throne ot 
for life* 

Aureng-Zib's conduct on the occasion display* 
ed great art and consummate hypocrisy. He 
wrote to Morad a letter conceived in the follow- 
ing terms : ^^ Darah is an idolater ; Sujah a , 
<** heretick ; I am a &quir. You alone can pre- 
^ tend to the crown* If you will promise, that 
" after your accession to the empire. I shall be 
** suffered to live quietly in some distant cor- 
<^ ner in your dominions, where I may spend 
^^ the remm^der of my days in praying to Go4» 
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i • I am ready to join you with my troops, and as- 
, ^ sist you to take possession of the throne/' At 
{ 9lt same time he sent him a trifling sum of mo» 
S BBjras an assurance of his good-will. The forces 
! Ife oflered were not to be despised ; for he had 
I tegtnented their number by another stratagem. 
f The emir Jemla, who was commander of a for* - 
' bndable corps of troops, dared not to avow him- 
sdf, because, according to the custom of the 
Wantry, his wife and children were detained 
te hostages. Aurcng-Zib proposed that he 
should give him leave to seize and keep him 
! pmoner, in order to prevent any suspicion of a 
i secret intelligence between them. The emir con- 
cerned, and with his troops Aureng-Zib began 
Ms march tx> join Morad, publishing as he went, 
that he was acting by his father's orders to de-» 
fiver him from the tyranny of his two elder bro- 
thers. 

Shah Jehan was not displeased at his sons 
Weakening their own strength, by battles against 
each other. The two armies of Dara and Au- 
reng-Zib met, and engaged with great fury: 
the wing commanded by the latter in person, 
^^^ th»x)wn into confusion. Morad was wound- 
^cd o» his elephant, while covering with h'li 
shield an infant son, seven years old, who could 
torcely be restrained. The whole army was 
on the point of flying. ** Comrades," cried 
A\ireng-Zib, ** what advantage will you find in 
** flight?" He protested that he would not 
<lttit the field, and as a proof of his sincerity, 
he commanded a chain to be thrown' round his 
elephant's feet. The soldiers swore they would 
^ievcr abandon him. He rerriained firm to his 
Resolution ; and while Dara continued the com* 
Vol. XL R 
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baty the cry of victory resounded - near liini^ 
'One of his {i^enerals, suspected of treachery, ap- 
proached him sayi.-;;^ '< Health and glory to your 
" majesty ! Descend quickly from your elephant^ 
^ and mount your hoi*se ; what remains but to 
** pureue these cowards V* Dara followed Uie-in- 
st^ous counsel ; but his troops, whose eyes were 
ever fixed on their general, not seeing him on bis 
elephant concluded that he had been slain. TerT 
ror seized their minds, and in a few niinutes> 
Dara was left on his horse almost alone^ to be- 
wail his own credulity. 

Aureng-Zib lost no time to improve this vic- 
tory, but instantly presented himself before. the 
capital, and by a well-n^anaged scheme, made 
his father prisoner, at the same time making 
him believe that his impinsonment was the con- 
sequence of a plot contrived by Dar^. He had 
now only to get rid of Morad. For this pur- 
pose he detained him to supper one evening, 
prolonged the repast, and ordered some excel- 
lent Shiraz wine to be served up-j but which be, 
pretended that the rigid duties of his religion 
forbade him ta taste. Morad soon became 
intoxicated, and fell asleep. In this condiUon 
his arms were taken from him^ and he was left 
alone for some time. Aureng^-Zib at length 
came to rouse him from the stupor into which 
he had fallen, and when the prince opened his 
eyes, addressed him in the following terms: 
« How shameful I how infamous I a king, as 
« thou art, to have so little regard to decency ! 
<i What will be thought of you, and of me ? 
« Here, take up this wretch, this drunkard; 
<' bind his hands and feet, and throw him in* 
•« to yonder room till he has recovered hii 
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** senses.-" The order was immediately com- 
plied with ; and on the next day lie was conducted 
j» a prisoner to an old fortress at Delhi situated 
in the midst of the river. 
■ Aureng-Zxb now went m pursuit of Dara; 
and in his way, having advanced some miles be- 
fore his larmy, he suddenly beheld Rajah Jesseyn 
with a large army, who was zealously attached ta 
the interest of Shah Jehan. Without betraying 
the smallest symptom of fear or distrust, he 
rode up to him, and saluted him with great fa- 
miliarity and respect. "My lord rajah," said he, 
" I was expecting you with great impatience : 
* the work is done ; Dara is lost, he is left dcs- 
*^tute. He cannot escape.*' Then taking off 
^ necklace of pettrls, he put it about the neck of 
the rajah, saying: "Go, with all expedition, to 
** Lahur, and wait till I come ; for my army ii 
** greatly fatigued, and I fe» that otherwise 
** sotnething unfortunate may happen there. I 
** make you governor of the place, and put all 
" things into your hands. I am extremely oblig- 
'^ ed to you for what you have done. Make all 
** possible dispatch. Farewel." Jesseyn had 
undoubtedly advanced with hostile views, but this 
reception brought him over to the interest of 
Aufeng-Zib, whose orders he obeyed without any 
hesitation. 

• At this time Dara was no longer an object of 
fear, and Aurcng-Zib turned his arms against 
*fee sultan Sujah, when a rebellion broke out, 
headed by his own son, which he soon crushed, 
and threw the young offender into prison, from 
which he never was liberated. On this occa- 
«&on he harangued his second son in the fol- 
towing impressive manner ; " There is some* 
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^ thing 80 exceedingly delicate in reigning} that 

^ sovereigns should be almost jealous of thdr 

" own shadow. If you are not docile, you wUI 

" very probably meet with your brother's fate. 

" Do not expect that I shall suffer myself to be 

^ treated as Shah Jehan treated his father, 

A. D. " ^"^ ^ ^ ^^^® treated mine."— From 

16581 this period we must date the reign of 

Aurcng-Zib. 

While he omitted no precaution with regard 
to his father, he g^ranted him every indulgence 
that could soften his confinement, and amuse him 
in his solitary hours. By his attenUons, he calmed 
his resentment : he consulted him as an oracie# 
and was continually malpng him liltle preaentSf 
by wHich he succeeded in winning his afFectioiit. 
and, unsolicited, he gave him his panton and 
blessing, which Aureng-Zib had before frequents 
)y entreated in vain. 

The death of the old emperor caused not th« 
smallest disturbance. His rulii^ passion was 
avarice. Not satisfkd with inheriting the trea* 
sures of his nobility after their decease, which 
was one of the preix>gatives of the crown, he 
often talked of them with intemperate joy, be- 
fore they came into his possession. One of his 
oniras, knowing his rapacity, and suspecting that 
at his death the emperor would not fail to ran- 
Jiack his coffere, secretly distributed his wealth 
A. D. t^ ^^^ relatives, and even to strangers* 
166^] In his last illness, however, he ordered 
the chests to be well sealed, declariag 
them to be the king's property. What the om- 
ra had suspected took place. The emperor, im^ 
patient to behold this treasure, caused them, to 
be Ijrought into the J^ssembly of his courti^r^ 
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They were opened, but nothing of value waff 
Ibund in them ; on which Shah Jehan, disappoint- 
ed and confused, did not utter a word, but rose 
and hastily quitted the apartment. 

A woman also on one occasion disappointed 

the expectations of his avarice. Her husband^ 

who was a rich Gentoo trader, had died worth 

two hundred thousand rupees; and after his 

death the widow dispensed this wealth with a 

sparing; hand to her son, who was very ex- 

trayagant* The young man canned his com* 

i^aint to the emperor, who ordered the widow 

to remit to him fifty thousand rupees, and to 

give the same sum to her son* She remonstrated 

with the monarch on this decision. "God pre- 

*^ serve youf^ majesty l" said she, " I must con- 

" fess that my son has some, right to demand 

" his father's property, because he is our heir. 

" But I wish to know what relationship your 

^' majesty can possibly have with my late hus- 

^ band, to claim his property." The emperor 

smiled, and dismissed her, without enforcing his 

demand. 

' Some months before the death of Shah Jehan, 
Aureng-Zib sent an ambassador into Persia, who 
was magnificently received, and during the first 
month was much caressed ; but on the day when 
he delivered the presents, the king divided them 
among the officers of his house, only reserving 
for himself a single diamond of considerable size. 
In a few days after this audience, the king sent 
for the ambassador, and asked him his name; 
he replied that Shah Jehan had given him that 
of Baubeek Khan, that is. Lord of a free hearty 
and honoured him with one of the chief employ- 
ments at court. " Then thou art a villain/' v^ 
R2 
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" plied the Persian monarchy " to serve a tyrsAf 
** who keeps his father in prison, and has mur- 
** dered his brothers. Thou , art not worthy to 
" wear a beard :" so saying, he commanded hiia 
to be shaved on the spot, which in that country 
is considered as the greatest indignity that can be « 
offered. 

We have seen that the policy of Aureng-Zib 
did not allow him to spare the lives of his biXH 
thers* The unfortunate Dara he made a publick 
spectacle to the city of Agra. He was led 
through the streets mounted on an old eiepbant^ 
covered with a tattered garment, that every one 
might see and identify him, without entertain- 
ing any doubt about his future destiny* At a 
publick audience he ordered Solomon, his ne- 
phew« to be brought into his presence, and after 
some questions, sent him prisoner to the same 
citadel with his uncle Morad, neither of whom 
were ever after heard of. Indeed^ whoever 
stood in the way of this emperor's ambitious 
projects was instantly dispatched. His eldest 
son, Mahmudy was either assassinated or poU^'^ 
soned in prison. Akbar, another of his sons, for 
whom he entertained an extraordinary partia** 
lity, rebelled, and caused him some uneasiness* 
Mauzm, the son to whom he offered such salu« 
tary advice in the aHkir of Mahmud, gave htm 
great offence. He commanded him, in a full 
assembly, to go and kill a lion, which had come 
down from the mountains, and was ravaging 
the country. The huntsmen asked for nets for 
the prince. The emperor replied, in an angry 
lone, " When I was young, I never was so par- 
^^ ticular.'' Such a command, which in this 
^ase could not be resbted; was nearly equivalent 
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to devotmg^ his soq to certain death. The 
jwmg man, however, returned safe from th^ 
penloud adventure, having accomplished his 
object, and from that tii;ne he shai*ed more of 
his filler's afiection than any other person ever 
enjoyed. 

Aureng-Zib died at the age of ninety. ^ p 
He kft a short wiU, in which he re- 1707! 
commended the division he had formerly 
made of his dominions, as the best to prevent 
bloodshed. He desired that he might be buried 
Bear the city in which he died, in a reputed holy 
plftce, wit)K>ut any pomp, and that his tomb 
should be without ornament. He was a zea- 
lous Mol^mmedan ; and, on that account, those 
of Uie same religion make a great merit of vi- 
siting his tomb, especially on the anniversary of 
his decease* 

Toward the close of his life he is thus de- 
scribed, by Gemelli, who had an audience of 
Wm in the year 1695. He was low in stature, 
had a lai^e nose, was slender, and stooped very 
tauch with age. At this time he walked without 
u staff, was able to write without spectacles, and 
by hi3 cheerful countenance, seemed pleased with 
doin^ publick business. His beard was white, 
and his complexion olive-coloured. 

Aureng-Zib laboui'ed to gain the reputation 
of being a strict observer of the Koi*an, and a 
lover of justice. He so arranged and disposed 
of bis time, that he could scarcely ever be 
/called idle. He bathed before day-break : then, 
having prayed, he took some refreshment. Af- 
ter this he spent some hours with his secretary, 
and gave publick audience before noon. He 
went to prayers again> dined> and gave a ve* 
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cond publick audien€«r. Next Mowed the diifd 
and fourth times of prayer* He was then em«- 
ployed in the afiairs of his family, till two hourv 
after it was dark : then he supped, and after a 
short repose of two hours, he took the Koran, and^ 
read till the dawn of day. 

After Aureng^-Zib had prescribed to himself 
this kind of life, he lost his blood-thirsty disposi- 
tiony and grew so mild that the governors and 
<»mras, taldng advantage of this change in his cha- 
racter, neglected even to pay him due obedience* 
The poor became oppressed by the great ; for 
the king, when urged to be less merciful to those 
who transgressed his laws, answered, that ^' Hea- 
^ ven would punish them/' This forbearance 
was generally imputed to his sanctity ; but some 
with more probability thought that he conmved 
at the faults of his ministers, in order that he 
might attach them to him, and make them averse 
from change. \ 

In the space of the next thirteen years, six 
emperors appeared successively on the throne. 
The first was Mauzm, who took the name of 
Bahader Shah, having conquered his brother 
Mohammed Azem in battle, whom their fa* 
ther had appointed to succeed him. For seve- 
ral centuries India had not seen such numerous 
armies collected together as on this occasion. 
That of Mauzm consisted of a bundled and fifty 
thousand horse, and a much greater number of 
foot soldiers. Azem's forces were equal to these 
in number; but he was overcome and slain in 
battle. Mauzm reigned only six years, and 
died a natural death. He left four sons. The 
three younger united against the eldest, whom 
they slew in baUle^ but the conquerors d<k 
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^^greeing amoDg themselves, one of them found 
raeaos to get possession of his father's treasures* 
Money procured him adherents and troops ; and 
he triumphed over his brothers, both of whom he* 
put to death. He was, in his turn, driven from 
the throne by two of his nobles, whom he had 
disgusted by some parts of his conduct. They 
raised to the vacant sovereignty the son of Azemy 
whom> ix>t finding him to answer their expecta* 
tton, they in the sequel put to death, after first de«> 
priving him of sight. The next in succession wa9 
one of Aureng-Zib's children, but who was per- 
Hutted to enjoy the sovereignty only for three 
nnrnths. They then placed his brother on the 
throoe ; and he dying in a very few days, wat 
teco^eded by Nasroddin, who took the name of 
Mohammed Shah. 

At first the authority given to Nasrod- j^ p 
(fin was exceedingly limited ; but he soon 1720. 
recovered his righ^ Under pretence of a 
war, he drew from Agra, Hassan, one of the two 
persons who for the last several years Had assum* 
ed the power of raising and dethroning monarch^ 
in the' empire, and caused him to be tried and 
executed. He then returned to Agra, but Ab- 
dallah, the partner in Hassan's crimes, resisted 
the povfer of the emperor, and having placed 
•A rWal on the throne, supported him with a for- 
midable army. The slaughter occasioned by 
this opposition was prodigious* Abdallah fell 
into the power of Nasroddin, who being via- 
lently agitated, smd to him, " Traitor, what 
" is it thou hast done ?" " What have I done l" 
replied Abdallah ; " I have delivered you from 
% prison and given you an empire. My brother 
» tevtng bQ&i killed by your orders, as I was at 
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*' the head of the armf , self-preservatioa ta:i]^^; 
*' me how to employ my power. Providefissc 
*' decDeed you the victory ; use it as you thbA' 
*'• proper, as yobr resentment of your intereal 
'* shall suggest." 

The monarch sent him to pnson, but allowed 
him domesticks to wait upon him. A few day^ 
after he removed him to a palace, assigned 
him a pension, allotted him a numerous train 
of attendants, and gave him all the conveniences 
of life. Abdallah died in less than two months^ 
\iy/ of the wounds he had received in bat- 
1738. tie. So much was he beloved, that forty- 
five women, as well as his wive9 and con* 
cubines, on the day of his funeral, shut themselves 
lip in a house, to which they set fire, and were 
thus consumed. 

•The emperor saw the necessity of a reform m 
tic sjtate, and for this purpose called in to hi* 
assistance Nizam, governor of D^kan, a. matt 
of merit and experience, who had enjoyed the 
confidence *of Aureng-Zib, and was capaWe of 
doing much good in this respect, if properlr 
seconded by the emperor? but knowing that 
prince's weakness, he engaged in the undertak- 
ing much against his inclination. What he 
foresaw came to pass. He found the emperor's 
subjects prejudiced against him. They thwarted 
his ideas, ridiculed his plans, and laughed at hi*- 
remonstrances. The luxury of the court, in- 
stead of diminishing seemed to increase, as if 
on purpose to set deSance tothe exertions of the 
reformer. 

In consequence of these morUficadons, b« 
resolved to quit the court, and, as his admoni-' 
tiens had no effect, to give those who had. de- 
spised his counsels a more eSic^ioua waminf; 
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bf his absence. He had hitherto restnuned the 
MiLhrattas to their mountains ; but he now suf* 
fered them to descend into the plains, and to 
continue their ravages even to the gates of the 
capital.- In this season of distress, Nizam was 
recalled to oppose the torrent. But when the 
danger was past, be perceived that the court 
was neither more tractable, nor more inclined 
to a reform ; but that on the contrary, he was 
treatpd with less respect than before. The ora- 
ras missed no opportunity of insulting him. 
When they saw him appear with the gravity 
suitable to a man of his age and station, they 
would ridicule him, and say to each other, 
•* Look, how the Dekkan monkey dances." 
This usage did not fail to raise in him senti- 
ments of resentment, and he determined to be 
revenged \i\xm his enemies, though at the ha- 
zard of involving the empire in new calamities. 
For this purpose he called in to his assistance 
Nadir Shah, ruler of Persia, who was then repaii'- 
. ing and fortifying Kandahar, which, during the 
confusion at the court of the Great Mogul, he had 
subdued. 

NatHr Shah, afterwards well known by the 
title of Kouli Khan, saw, m the proposal made to 
him, only the benefits which could not fail to ac- 
crue from this lucrative and glorious invasion ; nor 
were hfs expectations disappointed. 

Every obstacle disappeared before him : the ci- 
ties surrendered, and the viceroys submitted ; for 
Nizam had written to these governors, saying, 
^ That the emperor and his favourites, spent ^l 
^' their time in drinking and carousing, that the 
^ court took no thought about them ;" and 
Urging that it was, therefore, a duty they owed 
^emfteives, to provide for their own safety. 
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The viceroys were not inattentive to these sag* 
g^estions. In all these cities Nadir Shah found 
immense treasures, whiclriiadbeen buried ; these 
encourag^ed his troops, and seemed an assurance 
of what they might expect at Delhi* The in- 
• habitants of such places as attempted to hold out 
against him without any assistance, experienced 
on their surrender, the most barbarous treat- 
ment* When the Persians advanced towards 
the capital, some show, at least, of resistance was 
necessary* A considerable army accordinj^Iy 
appeared ready to oppose the invaders. The 
t'ersian offered terms of accommodation, which 
\rere rejected by Nizam with peculiar haughti- 
ness. This, however, was all in compliance 
with a premeditated plan ; for, after a battle in 
which the Moguls were defeated, Nizam was re- 
ceived by the conqueror in the most honourable 
manner, and with the most distinguished marks 
of regard* 

Whatever was the particular result of this 
conference is not known ; but on the'ensuing day 
the Mogul permitted himself to be conducted 
to the Persian's tent, as to that of a frieitd* Na- 
dir sent his son to meet him, who showed him 
every attention* After the usual form of saluta- 
tion. Nadir Shah thus addressed him : ^ It is 
** strange that you are so inattentive to your own 
" concerns, and though I wrote you several let- 
" ters, and gave you many proofs of an unfeigned 
" friendship, yet your ministers did not deign to 
" reply. Fi*om your neglect of keeping up a strict 
" discipline among your {>eople, one of my am* 
^' bassadors has been killed in your dominions^ 
" and you have not avenged his death- Even 
""When I entered your empire, you seemed 
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^ liiulel' lio concern for your own afiairs. When 
^ I advanced as far as Lahore, none of youf peo* 
^ pie sent to inquire with what intention I came. 
" When your omras were awakened from their 
^* lethargy, they prevented all means of i^con- 
^ ciliation, and brought about their own ruin." 

Having shown how iH the war had been car* 
Hed on, and reproached the emperor with the 
fMotection he granted the infidels, to the preju^^ 
dice of the Mohammedan religion. Nadir Shah 
thus concluded ; " As the posterity of Timur 
** have neither injured nor insulted the people of 
" Persia, I will not wrest ^e empire from you ; 
** but I must, for the present, go to Delhi, to 
" refresh my troops, who are extremely fatigued 
^ by their long marches^ and then, after the tax 
^ shall be paid to which Nizam has agreed, I will 
" leave you to the management of your own con* 
^ cems." 

Mohammed Shah made no answer to this re- 
inpnstrance, which he heard with the utmost 
confusion. He retired to his camp, and con- 
sulted with his omras what course he ought t6 
pursue* One of these alternatives seemed un- 
avoidable : either to try his fortune by one des* 
perate stroke ; to put an end to all his troubles 
and his life together ; or to submit tamely to 
whatever terms should be imposed by the con- 
<lueror : to this last he seemed most inclined* 
He was however indecisive, till a note came from 
the Persian monarch, desiring the emperor to 
appear before him. On the next morning he 
atcordingly went) and delivered himself, and 
all that he possessed* into the hands of Nadir 
Shah. 

Vol. XL S 
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. On Satui'daf, the 10th of March, Nadir barf 
already taken possession of the city of Delhi) 
and ordered the contiibution to be levied ; for 
which purpose a detachment of nine horsemen 
was sent, to cause the granaries ta be opened) 
and to fix the price of the com : these were ail 
killed by the inhabitants* After sun-set an idle 
ri^rt was spread, that Nadir Shah was taken 
prisoner, and had been put to death ; on which 
the disaiffected from all quarters poured like a 
torrent towards the castle, and killed several of 
the advanced guard. Early in the next morn- 
ing, however, when the tumult was at its height, 
Nadir walked out of the castle, mounted his 
horse, and endeavoured to quiet the mob. hi 
his attempts, perceiving many dead bodies of 
his people who had been killed in the night, he 
Bent a strong party to suppress the rioters ; with 
orders to cut off all who should resist theiDj 
but on no account to injure the peaceable mha- 
bitants. 

The soldiers proceeded at first with lenity, 
which, instead of appeasing, only emboldened 
the mob, who began to annoy them with fire- 
arms and arrows. In the mean time Nadir Shah 
having entered the temple, the neighbouring in- 
habitants appeared on the terrace, and began 
to throw stones at him. One of them levelled 
his musket at the conqueror, the ball from which 
killed an officer who stood next to him. This 
outrage incensed him to such a degree, that he 
ordered a general slaughter to take place ; and 
then delivered the city to the mercy, or rather the 
indiscriminate fury, of the soldiery, who prac- 
tised every species of outrage which licensed 
barbarity could invent. In about serea hour» 
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k hundred and twenty thousand of the ckizena 
were thus massacred. 

As soon as the slaughter began, those who 
had been the promoters of the riot disapi>eared 
in an instant, and left the innocent inhabitants 
to atone for their imprudence* Several of these, 
jealous of their honour, first killed their women, 
and afterwards themselves. One of these un* 
fortunate creatures, seeing the soldiers near his 
house, enclosed about twenty women of his fa- 
mily and burnt them to death, expecting every 
minute that he should be next visited by some of 
the troops. By chance, however, they missed 
his^ house : in frantick despair he went and 
brought some of them back, with the assurance 
of plunder ; but they left the owner still alive : 
when disappointed a second time of finding 
death from their hands, he dispatched him« 
self. 

Multitudes burned themselves in their own 
houses : ten thousand women are said to have 
thrown themselves into the wells, some of whom 
were taken out alive. On the 12th, the pri* 
soners of both sexes, to the number of fifty 
thousand, were conducted back to their former 
dwellings ; but, alas I to witness only heaps of 
ruins, and slaughtered relations and friends* 
The survivors were commanded to betake them* 
selves to their usual employments! Guards were 
placed at all the avenues of the city, to prevent 
persons from going out without permission ; and 
on the succeeding*day a number of faquirs wish« 
ing to go into the neighbouring villages to beg 
for that sustenance which the city in its present 
stat«%*efused them, were stopped by the sen- 
tinels} who cut off their noses and ears, and in 
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thb condiUofi obliged them to retura* Hii- 
1 5th was employed in clearing the streets of te- 
dead bodies ; a melancholy office to the liinBigi. 
who could scarcely move a corpse without m^ 
cognizing in it the features of a neighbouiv C 
companion, orafriei^d* 

The contribu^cm was then levied, smd gf<(efil 
cruelties exercised in collecting it. On the fiirf- 
^ J) of May, all the omras toeing ocdei^ (9 
1739. Attend at Mohammed Shah's apartm^il; 
early in the morning, the emperor wcfrtr 
in a royal litter, accompacoed by several eS^c^rB^ 
to the general divan* Nadir Shah embraceA: 
him at meetings and the two princes break&sled 
together. Aftei* this there were brought in fb^ 
-Mohammed Shah a crown set with jewels, a 
band fof the ttirban^ and various other articles, 
all of the richest and most magnificent kind* 
The crown Nadir Shah put on with his owg 
hands, iDaking an s^x)logy to the eini>erdr ^ 
the same time, and then took his leave, with somd 
seasonable advice. He reootnmended him par^ 
ticularly to be on his guard against Nizam, 
whom, by his conduct, he found to he full of 
eunnidg, selfanterestedf loid more* ambitious 
than was fitting in a subject* He even sent &»* 
Nizam and the other prin<»pal omras, to whom 
he enjoined obedience to the emperor, and 
threatened to 4>uni^h any of them in case they 
should rebel. On the 6th of May, the shah be^ 
gan his march from Delhi, and in his road h9 
plundered and killed no fewer* thsui twelve thoUf 
sand persons, because some of his stragglers had 
been stripped and murdered; 

The loss sustained by the emperor ai|^ the 
people, in jewels, treasures, goodb> ravages of 
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I^e fields, and the destruction of buildings, 
amounted to nearly one arrib of rupees, or a bun* 
dred and twenty-five millicMis steiiing* Of this 
Nadir Shah and his soldiers carried away much 
mare than one half. The Inhabitants of the em- 
Iiire killed from the time of the shah's arrival in 
Hindostan, till his return to Lahore, amounted to 
the number of two hundred thousand* 

Besddes the immense riches which Nadir Shah 
carried away with him, he obtained from the 
emperor, in writing, a cession of all the countries 
to the west of the Attok, fix>m its rise as ^ as Na- 
la Sunkra, where it fidis into the sea : but the 
countriea east <^ that river were to remain attaclr- 
cd to the empire of Hindostan. 

Mohamoied Shah died in I748« 
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CHAP. VII. 



Mktory of the Shah^ who reigned in JPerda^ 

^ I ^E founder of the dynasty in Persia was 
X Ismael) suraamed Sophia who traced back 
his descent in a direct male line to Aii the son^ 
in-law of Mohammed. The manner in which 
the &mily acquired its reputation, entitled it to 
that veneration which exalted it to the g^randeur 
it afterward attained* 

When Timur Bek returned into Persia after 
the conquest of Bajazet, he carried with him a 
multitude of people whom he had made captivesi 
and whom he intended to sacrifice on some im- 
portant occasion* In the course of his journeyy 
he learned that a sheik resided in the neighbour^ 
hood of Ardebii, the capital of Azerbejan, who 
was highly esteemed for his piety. The religious 
zeal of this emperor was too ardent to suffer him 
to proceed without visiting the holy man; and 
he was so pleased with him, that he bade him to 
ask any boon he pleased, and he would grant it. 
The sheik requested the lives of the prisoners, 
and obtained his desire. Timur presented them 
to him to dispose of them as he pleased \ on 
which, he gave each a proper quantity of provi- 
sions, clothes, and other necessaries, and sent 
the m back to their own country. This generosity 
80 completely gained the affections of these un- 
fortunate people and thtir countrymen> tlat % 
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day never passed without some of them retumkig 
to their benefiictory bringing him presents* 

These testimonies of gratitude continued to be 
showed to his descendants during three generv 
tions, until the time of Juneid, grandson of the 
sheik ; when the reigning prince, being of a sus- 
picious temper^ forbade them to be continued* 
Juneid retired to the province of Schirwan, the 
sovereign of which put him to death. His son 
was killed in attempting to avenge him, and his 
twio ghuidsons^ named Ali and Ismael, weue left 
exposed to the hatred of h'ls enemies* The eldest 
of them fell a victim to their machinations : Is- 
mael, the second, escaped^ and was educated 
with great care in Ghilan by a sheik^ who had 
been his father's friend* 

At this period there were numbers of ^ jj 
the sectaries of Ali among the Moham- 1500. 
medans of Asia ; of these Ismael assem- 
bled about seven hundred who were attached to 
bb &niily, and with them fell upon his father's 
murderer, slew him in battie, and took posses- 
sion of his dominions. From this moment, his 
fife was one continued scene of prosperity, which 
suffered no interruption till his death* Adhering 
to the maxha, *^ that as there is only one God in 
^ heaven, so there ought to be but one king on 
" earth," he treated as criminal all who dared re- 
sist his authority. * .;. 

This prince was endowed with great courages 
snd was terrible to his enemies, and severe in mi- 
litary discipline* He took the name of Sophi, 
or veUgioiUy and was on that account exceedingly 
honoured by his subjects, whose enthusiasm 
sometimes rose to adoration* After an important 
Tictory^ when be was saluted by some with the 
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title of, « prophet,** by others with that of^an* 
gel," and by others wiUi even that of" god," find- 
ing himself unable to dissuade them from payinfi^ 
him such impious homage, he commanded a large 
and deep pit to be dug, and throwing one of his 
slippers into it, ordered the man who loved him 
best to go and fetch it : no sooner was the word 
spoken, than thousands to show their zeal leaped 
in, and'the moment they were down, he caused 
the earth that had been dug out of it to be thrown 
upon them, and they were thus buried alive. The 
religious Sophi, as he has been called, reigned 
twenty-three years, and in him was exhibited a 
monster of inhumanity and cruelty. During his 
reign began the struggle for power between the 
Persians and Turks. 

A. D. Tahmasp succeeded to his father Is- 
1523! mael, and reigned fifty-three years. He 
is renowned for little more than as hav- 
ing been the first who desolated his own territo- 
ries, to prevent the enemy from finding suste- 
nance there. By this practice the frontiers of 
Persia and Turkey, one of the most beautiful 
countries in the world, have been since reduced 
to a desert. He was succeeded by 
A. D. Ismael H. his son, whom he had im- 
1575* prisoned twenty-five years, and who veri- 
fied the observation " that the reign of 
a prince who returns from exile, or escapes from 
captivity, is always cruel and sanguinary.*' 
A. D. Mohammed, the brother and successor 
1577. of Ismael, had spent his hfe in privacy, 
wholly devoted to religious duties. It 
was with the greatest difficulty that he was per- 
suaded to assume the reins of government, and 
then only with the view of preventing the con- 
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lision which he was a93ured his refusal would in* 
evitably occasion. The war with the Turks canti^. 
Bued almost the whole of this reiign, and was stain- 
ed oa both sides, with acts of unnecessary crueltf^. 
^^hanuned was greatly distressed for want of 
sufficient forces to encounter the enemyy both in 
Georgia and Persia ; so that at length the 0th- 
1i)au9 reduced Tauris) and built a strong fortress. 
in the heart of that province* 
. Mohammed at bis death left three son^ ^^ -^ 
Hamzeh ascended the throney and was as- 1584.' 
sassinated at^ the. instigation of his bnK 
Iher Ismael, who succeeded him : but he was- 
idso conspired against by some lords of his court,^ 
who bribed his kMirber to cut his throat while shav-^ 
ipg him; and the instant that the horiid act 
was perpetrated, the conspirators with their own. 
hands cut the assassin to pieces, and burned hit, 
body, that no trace of the crime might exist. 

Shah Abbas, surnamed the Great, was j^^ jj 
hj the contrivance of a vizier, named Kouli is^ 
Khan, safely seated on. the thnme» His^ 
first act, though he was then but twenty years of 
age, i^as to destroy the man who had given hinv 
a crown« He summoned three lords of his coun<* 
cil, and thi^ addressed them : <' I am resolved to 
<* have Kouli Khan's Ufe ; go and give him the 
^ death-blow*'.' His commands were instantly 
obeyed*. The.relations and friends of that minis^ 
ter, and 1^ who niight have reason to complain 
or wish to avenge him) were also massacred* 
This proved afterward his constant mode of pro^ 
ceeding in such circumstances* 

Shah Abbfus prosecuted the war against thc^ 
Turks, which he conducted in person, with greati. 
l»QCei»9 aad glory^ retook Tauris^ anddefea,te4. 
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his enemies in four battles. One of his getiefife ^i 
returning^ after a brilliant caropaign ag^nst tte [ 
Turks, the emperor went out of the city to meet ^ 
him, saying when they met : " Aga, my de«i»"* 
" Aga, through your means I have just obtaideA ;i 
" so signal a victory, that I couL^ not have dt* *: 
«* treated of God a greater. Come, mount my li 
*' horse, and I will serve as your attendant." In 
vain the general remonstrated against the ho- :i 
nour: he was obliged to complf; Abbas took • 
the horse's bridle, and all the khans followed him- ,i 
on foot for some paces. n 

When Shah Abbas ascended the throne^ the^ 
kingdom was divided between more than twenty 
princes, who had each become sovereign of his 
district. These he speedily reduced. To pre- 
vent the future dismemberment of the empire, 
he ruined all the ancient families ; and with a 
view of rendering himself absolutely despotkky 
he cashiered the troops who had kept his prede- 
cessors in awe. These were all of the race ©/ 
the Kurkas Tartars, so ^Eunous for their- nu- 
merous and extensive invasions.' They were so 
strictly united for their mutual preservation, that 
they might be regarded as masters of the king- 
dom. They knew each other by a common 
badge, which was a red turban; a distinction 
which they considered as honourable, and whence 
they took the name of KussildaMsy which means 
red-heads. Abbfis had the address to engage 
them all in concurring to establish his grandeur, 
though contrary to their own interest. He weak- 
ened them without their perceiving it, by mixing 
them in his court and armies, mth nobles and 
soldiers drawn from the northern parts of Persia, 
l^nd amongst others the Geoi^an^* In propor* 
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lion as tiie power of the latter increased) that of 
the Kuii^as diminished ; and the emperor found 
these troops, thus composed, ready in case of ne* 
cessity to carry arms against the petty sovereigns, 
vho would have been spared by their own coun* 
trymen. He also successfully practised the art 
of exciting them against each other. 

He erected fortresses in Georgia, which he 
garrisoned with Persians, and removed more 
than twenty thousand Georgian families from 
their country, transporting them into various parts 
of Armenia, and replacing them by Persians and 
Armenians. He next formed a plan of preserv- 
ing by clejnency, what he had acquired by vio- 
lence ; and promised the Georgians, under the 
sacred engagement of an oath, that neither he 
nor his successors would ever oppress them with 
taxes, change their religion, demolish their church- 
' es, or build mosques j that the viceroy should 
always be a Georgian, of the race of their kings, 
and that if his son would embrace Mohammed- 
anism, he should enjoy the dignity of grand-pro- 
vost and governor of Ispahan, till the period of 
succeeding his father. In this latter clause, the 
policy of Abbas is conspicuous ; as was also his 
cruelty in his conduct towards the Curds and to 
his own son. 

The Curds are a wandering nation, living be- 
tween Turkey and Persia, and always at the ser- 
vice of the party who will pay them best. The 
<»bah employed them at Tauris, and after they 
l^d rendered him very signal sei-vices, it occur- 
^ to him, that for the same bribe they might 
probably do as much for the Turks as they 
had done for him. To prevent the possibiliCy 
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^f his fijars being realized, he invited diepnnc^ 
pal chieftains to a feast, in the course of wluch he 
caused them all to be massacred* 

These cruelties rendered him odious to every 
body ; and some of the prindpsd nobilitf uniting 
in a conspiracy against him^ caused a letter to 
ht thrown into the chamber of Mirza his son, 
in which they offered him assistance in placing 
liim upon the throne« The young prince shud-^ 
dered at the project, and earned the letter to 
his father, who commended his affection and 
loyalty ; but afterwaixls determined to take away 
his life, to fi^ee himself from any disquietudei 
This was the only stirviving son out of four; 
whom his barbarous suspicions had consign- 
ed to an early tomb. The two eldest he poi- 
soned ; the third, dreading the fete intended 
for him by his father, died ot melancholy. And 
Bebut, an officer, was commanded by Abbas to 
put to death Mirza. The assassin met the 
prince mounted on a mule, and attended only by 
a single page. He seized the bridle, and said, 
^ Dismount, thy fether demands thy life ;" at 
the same instant throwing him to the ground. — 
The young prince exclaimed : ** Alas i my God> 
" what have I done to merit this punishment i 
*' Cursed be the traitdr who has done this I How- 
" ever, since it is the will of God, be his com* 
** mands and the king's executed.*' Scarcely had 
he pronounced these words, when Bebut gave 
him the mortal blow. The body was dragged 
to a fen near the spot, where it continued above 
four hours. Such was the reward of filial pie^r 
from the monster Abbas } 

When the news of this murder was brought 
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to the city, the people hastened in crowds to the 
})alace) demanding to kno^v the authors of it. 
The prince's mother^ understanding that he 
bad been slain by order of the shah, ran to hi» 
apartment, and, regardless of his furious dis* 
position, reproached him in the severest terms^ 
and flying upon him, tore his face with her 
nails. Abbas, instead of being angty with her^ 
stood silent for some time* At length with team 
he asked, " What would you have had me do ? 
" He had a design upon tny life. There is 
^ now no remedy : what is done cannot now be 
** recalled-" He, however, shut himself up for 
ten days, with a cloth over his eyes, that he might 
not see the light. He lived a whole month on 
spare diet, wore mourning for a year, and never 
after used clothes that might distinguish him 
irom his subjects. He likewise caused the place 
where the prince was killed to be made a sane* 
tuary. 

* The first ten days of his mourning being over, 
he invited the khans whom he suspected^ to a 
feast, with the flatterers who had made him jea^ 
lous of the deceased prince ; and causing poison 
to be mixed with their wine, saw them all die 
in his presence. Bebut he ordered to be the 
executioner of his own son, and to bring his head 
to him as a token of having executed this com* 
Aland. He was forced to obey, and coming with 
his son's head in his hand, Abbas asked him 
how he felt himself* " Alas ! my lord, I think 
** I need not tell you $ I have been obliged to 
*^ kill my own son, whom I loved above all things 
" in the world ; the grief of which will, I fear, bring 
« me to the grave." The ahah replied, " Go thy 
Vol* XI. T 
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^ ways, Bebut, and consider how g^reat must hme 
^^ been my affliction, when thou broughlest bic 
^ the news of my son's de£^h« But comfort tfaf- 
^ self ; my son and thine are no more ; and q> 
^ fleet, that in this respect thou art equal with 
** the king, thy master." 

In a short time after, Bebut called ior waHl 
to wash with, after dinner, when the senrant potap* 
ed it upon his hands so hot as to scald him I 
which so ain^;ed Bebut that he threatened 10 
have him cut to pieces. The slave, kfiowiog wM 
he had to expect, conspired with some others^ 
and murdered his master while he was in a stall 
of intoxication* ** 

The punishments which Shah Abbas decreeji 
were at all times instantly executed. Once ht 
was on a jmimey, attended by his wives, shut uf^ 
according to the custom of the .times, in covered 
paniera, hanging on each side of a eameL Ok- 
serving that one panier hung lower than the othefi 
he went to adjust them with his own hioids, and 
found the chancellor with his lady. He instantly 
had them buried together alive, on the spot. A 
governor who had broken his word, he caused to 
be sowed up in a bull's hide newly flayed and 
thrown in the highway, in the burning sun. ft 
this condition victuals were regularly brought tp 
him ; and as the hide dried ajod contracted, he 
experienced the most excruciating tortures, of 
which in that state he died. 

A baker who refused to sell bread to the 
poor, he caused to be thrown into his own heat- 
ed oven ; and a butcher who made use of fatec 
weights, to be hung up on his own shamble*. 
,A man who used to kidnap boys for the mo»t 
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w&aooas purposes, be ordered to be cut to 
pieces on the stone near which he was accustom* 
cd to watch for bis prej, which stone is said sUU 
Co remain near Ispahan* 

Abbas was the ibonder of the commerce car* 
ried on by the Armenians, and which has since 
become so considerable in Europe and Asia* 
That money might not be carried out of his 
own dominions, he discouraged die pilgrimage 
to Mecca> and established another in his own 
^imtnions* 

When he was seized with his last dis- j^ ^ 
ease, he sent for four of the chief lords 1528. 
of his council to his bed-side, and told 
tbem it was his will that his grandson Mirza 
Amm^ succeed him, and assume his iather*s 
Bsme* When they mentioned the prediction oi 
^ astrcrfogers that he should reign but eight 
i&onthS) the shah made answer, ^ Let him 
"reign as long as he can, though it were but 
^ for three days ; it will be some satisfaction to 
'^ me to be assured that he shall one day have 
" on his bead the crown which was due to the 
" prince his father." 

He ordered his death to be concealed, till his 
grandson should be secured of the succession ; 
tod with this view, he directe<L that his body 
•bould be exposed every day in the hall of jus- 
tice, seated in a chair of state, with the eyes 
open, and with other contrivances to deceive 
the people, who were never allowed to approach 
very near the throne. By this artifice, his 
<lecease was concealed for the space of six 
weeks. 

WhSe the death of Abbas was thus a secret 
to bis subjects, one of the principal lords went 



d by Google 



II 



!20ft KIKJDOSVAlIk 

to the apartment of the princes* mother ilF ?* 
Mirza, to demand the young* prince. She, sigk ) 
pecting it only to be a contrivance to get hrjk *' 
miiPdered, refused to open her door, till it .^ 
len^ force was threatened to be employed^ i 
*he theft -deHvered her son, with these word$; ] 
^ Go, my child, to join thy father ; here ar^ ^ 
** the murderers ready to cfiSpatch thee.** Bdt ' 
when she saw those lords |HX)strate themselvai 
and kissing the prince's feet, her flight was. J 
turned into the most extravagant joy. ' 

. The noblemen conducted the ycfufig prince to 3 
the royal palace, where they seated hiin in the d/- ^ 
van 00 a stone table, on which there were as many \ 
carpets as there had been kings of Persia oi hla '^ 
femily i for every- king, at his coming to the 
crown, has one of these carpets, called carfifta ef ^ 
Justice, made for him ; and having sent for all thft ^i 
lords in the neighboiu-hood of Ispahan, thef . 
crowned him, kissed his feet, and wished him a * 
long and happy reign. On his accession he as- ' 
»unied the name of Saft* ^ 

The beginning of the reign of this emperor 
was remarkable for many great victories whicK 
he gained over his enemies. He defeated KariU 
Shah in the province of Kilan j he forced the 
Turks to rais^ the siege of Bagdad, and took j 
by assault the fortress of Ervan^ At this last 
place, finding the siege but little advanced 
after a duration of four months, he grew itn* 
patient, and i-esolved to make an assault on it 
in person, saying that he would rather^ die ine 
the attempt than rise before a town which the 
Turks hac^ formerly taken in three days^ H© 
had already put o^ th^ clothes of one of hi* 
servants, tp prevent him from being distia* 
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fOiib^ t^d had given orders for a general 
i^ladk; but he was dissuaded from the aUempt, 
IbM the next day^ when the whole army maide 
theassaulty and carried the place, though with the 
loss of fifty thousand men. 

Happy would it have been for the world, if 
the emperor had been one of the slain, but he 
fived to prove a second Nero, scarcely falling 
short of that monster in his cruelty. Like him 
he was the murderer of his nearest relations. 
The firat object of his brutality was a half*- 
brother, whomi according to the barbarous policy 
of the times, it was necessary for him to re- 
move i^ he caused two of his uncles, first to be 
depiived of sight, and then dashed down a 
rock, saying, "Since they are blind, what use 
** are they of in the world ?" One of his aunts, 
an extremely beautiful woman, had three sons : 
she was frequently with the king her nephew, 
and once rallied him on account of his having 
no children; the next day he invited her to 
dinner, and caused the heads of her three sons 
to be served up in separate dishes ; at the same 
lime smiling, he said i " Console yourself, you 
" ai*e young enough to repair the loss." His 
own wife he stabbed, and his dearest friends he 
caused to be executed on the slighttst pretences. 
But we will not disgust the reader with a 
further detail of facts which are a disgrace to 
human nature, and which the historian trembles 
in recording. He was the scourge of mankind 
for a period of thirteen years, though there was 
nothing in his countenance that indicated so foul 
a disposition. 

He left a son named Abbas, who succeeded 
him, and whom his father had ordered to b« 
T2 
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deprived of sight : but the compas&ion of tiic 
executioner had taught the prince to counter^ 
blindness, without suffering the savage sentence. 
On his death-bed the king repented of the treat- 
ment which he supposed his son to have en- 
dured* The eunuch) perceiving that his griei 
was not feigned but sincere^ promised to restore 
the prince to sight, and accordingly, in a short 
time after, brought him to the king^s bed^side^ 
with his eyes open* The pleasure which Safi 
fek on this occasion, prolonged hi» life tOl the 
next day, and gave him time to settle the suc- 
cession according to his mind. 
^ jy The joy which the people expressed 
1643. at the change of sovereigns did nof last 
long. Under Abbas IL life was not 
more secure than under hb brutal father. 
Abbas I. had banished from his court, to a 
commodious dwelling, a number of useless 
persons. These the present emperor destroyed, 
except fifteen, whose age precluded them from 
the expectation of a long life. His sister's 
children he caused to be starved to death, and 
four of his wives were, by his command, burned 
alive. 

To foi^eigners however he was ^miliar, and 
exhibited many acts of hospitality, admitting 
them to his amusements, and giving them op- 
portunities of making considerable profits. By 
Kempfer, Tavemier, and others, he has been 
celebrated for the possession of many virtues, 
and they tell us, that in his reign the sciences 
were protected and encouraged. There were 
three blind princes of the blood, one of whom 
was skilled in mathematicks ; another had the 
talent of makisng ^ kinds of figures in copper 
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•r wood with singtilar exactness ; and the third 
coQld decide by the touch, the degree of perfec- 
tion of ail works of art, liowever delicate* 

This prince sacrificed his life to Ihs excesses 
in unlawful pleasure. His seraglio was filled 
with the most beautiful women from all coun* 
tries, but he was not contented ; he took a fancy 
to a pubiick dancer, whaonher knees ofibred such 
seasons as might well have induced him to sus- 
pend his passion. He persisted ho^vever in his 
purpose, and fell the victim of a malady which 
terminated his existence after many months of 
dreadful sufferings. He reigned twenty-four 
years. 

As soon as Abbas was dead, notice ^ jy 
^as sent of the event to his eldest son 166& 
Safi, who was. immediately saluted em- 
peror, and the ceremony of coronation was re- 
gularly performed ; which consisted only of gird- 
ing on the scymetar, and placing the bonnet on 
the sovereign's head. 

Some time after Safi^ II. came to the crown, 
he was seized with a dangerous illness ; and the 
physicians, not knowing the nature of the com- 
plaint^ threw the blame on the astrologers, who 
they pretended had chosen an unfortunate mo- 
ment for the king's enthronement. The cere- 
mony was therefore repeated. A fire- worshipper, 
tlescended from the ancient kings of Persia, was 
■fixed on, who was placed on a throne with his 
back against a wooden figure which was an ex- 
act resemblance of him ; and to this the great 
lords did homage as to a king. The ceremony 
lasted till th« arrival of the favourable hour. 
When an officer of the court came behind and cut 
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off the wooden Image, while tiie mode ms^ 
narch fled with precipitation. The shah now 
appeared in the hall, where being invested witlt 
a scymetar, in which consisted the ceremoojr 
of inauguration, he ascended the throne, and as* 
turned the name of Solyman. From that time 
the shah recovering his health, the physicians 
grew in high repute, and the astrologers were 
disgraced* 

An incident is recorded in this reign which 
must not be omitted here, relating to a daring^ 
action of Ali^ Kouli Khan, a brave man, but 
of a turbulent and dangerous dispositicm, on 
account of which he was often cocdQned* He 
ealled himself the king's lion, ^^ because," said 
he, ^^ I am cluuned when useless, and let l(x»e 
*' when I am wanted." He was a prisoner in a 
fortress at the death of Abbas, but was treat- 
ed with so much lenity, that he was even per» 
mitted to go out on hunting parties. Having re- 
ceived, during one of his excursions of this 
nature, the intelligence of Solyman's accessicm, 
as soon as he returned he fell upon the governor 
of the fortress and nearly killed him. At each 
stroke he exclaimed, " This is to teach you your 
*' duty, and to know better than to suffer a pri* 
" soner to go a-hunting whom the king has 
" intrusted to your care." He then set c^ for 
court, and related his conducl to the king, who 
gave him a very gracious reception. The ser- 
vices of this man were afterward of g^reat utility 
in the wars against the Usbeks and the Cos- 
saks, which happened during the reign of So- 
lyman. 

When the courtiers saw how well Kouli Khan 
was treated by the emperor, they all strove to 
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testify tiheir joy at his release from confinemcnU 
Ke was at one time in want of moneyi and ap- 
"plied to borrow some of the Armenians. Thef 
ftowever refused, and in a short time he had his 
revenge of them. He invited the king to visit 
tiie great cathedral belonging to the Armenians* 
The shah entered the church, where the bishopa 
and clei'gy stood ready to receive him. He ask- 
ed his favourite what sort of people these were» 
dad in so extraordinary a manner. Kouli Khan 
told him they wete devils. " Devils V sjud the 
shah ; " how durst tliou to bring me into a house 
^ of devils?'* Solymaa resolved to make the 
Armenians renounce their religion for that of the 
prophet. But Kouli Khan, thinking that this 
wouM be of no advantage to him, contented him* 
•elf with obtaining a considerable sum of money 
from them, under the pretence of being an inter- 
cessor in their behalf with the king* 

Solyman proved no less cruel than his prede* 
^ssors. The acts of this nature recorded of 
him, wd which- must render him Infamous ta 
postei*ity, . are too numerous to be all recited 
here. While the famous Chardin was a. D^ 
at Ispahan, Solyman being angry with i673.^ 
a person who did not play on the lute to 
please him, ordered the poor man's hands to bo 
cut off, and 2is soon as he had pronounced this, 
sentence, he threw himself on a heap of cushiona 
to sleep. y 

His women and domestfcks were often con* 
demned by him to the most inhuman tortures* 
His tents were seldom reqpioved^in any of hia 
journeys, without exposing to view the mangled 
bodies of the victims of his cruelty ; and at Ispa-i 
hm scarcdy a day passedj but some of his ^t* 
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tenduits in the palace lost either life or Iiiti&^ vat 
these punishments lie inflicted for the slighted^ 
mistakes. 

In a fit of diftpkasure against a femsde Circas-^ 
sian of great beautf and high rank, who had been 
hifr principal fevourite, he ordered her to be mar- 
ried to a poor man of the lowest ord^r of the. po- 
pulace. They lived together, however, happily^ 
when the monarchy envying dieir enjoyment, 
sent for the husband, and demanded what feast 
or rejoicing he had made on his marriage. 
** Sire," replied the man^ " I am a very poor inanr 
^ and was not able to mdce even an iliuimn»> 
« tion." " What V returned the savage sopbi» 
'< that dog did not make an illumination 1 Mak* 
'^ one of his carcase." A thousand holes wert 
pierced in his body, into which oil was pour- 
ed, and wiek» inserted ; and these being^ light- 
ed, he was left to ejcpire in excruciating tor* 
toresk 

This monster died a natiH^ death, after a 
A. D. ^^&^ of twenty-nine years. He was sucr 

1694. ceeded by his son Shah Husseyn, the most 
merciful and most unfortunate prince of 
his race. He neglected the affairs of the state 
to such a degree, and suffered himself to be 
governed so much by his eunuchs, that some 
of his chief officers, after having reproached 
him with his inattention, resigned their employ- 
ments in disgust. He was wholly occupied with 
his pleasures and did not bestow a thought upon 
any thing else. The number of his eunuchs esc- 
seeded) threefold, those of his predecessors* 
The ladies of %is cojirt rode on horses or mules, 
with each an eunuch to hold the bridle^ said the 
{^msde attendants on assesi while it was one of 
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%t emperor's highest amusements to scourge the 
hea^s till they threw their riders* In a pilgrim- 
age which he uiklertook, be was escorted by more 
Itaa sixty thousand persons of both sexes^ and of 
aBages. 

'The only instance in which he showed any taste 

. bt greatness, was in his passion for magnificent 

liwldtni^, and to tbis every thing else gave place : 

he built monasteries and hospitals, while his 

Ji^ops w^e perishing with hunger, or tiispersed 

|)r want of pay. To what a degree be forgot his 

duty as a king may be seen from the following 

instencc On the approach of a rebel army, his 

^iiusters endeavoured to rouse him out of his 

kthargy, by representing to him the magnitude 

•f the danger. '^ It is your business," said he, 

** to look to that ; you have armies provided : for 

{' ^ my part, if they but leave me my house at 
** Farabad, I shall be content." 
For more than twenty years, which his reign 
lasted, he never once passed sentence of death, 
and consequently never put on the red habit, 
which was the colour worn by the kings of Persia 
when they were to pronounce judgment for ca- 
^tal oflfences. 

There are few, if any, instances of a dissolution 

so entire as that of the kingdom of Persia under 

, the feeble and inactive Husseyn. It began at 

t the capital. The sophi resided there, who was 

unconscious of what was going on, till an event 

of importance awakened him from the stupor 

into which he had fallen* The province of Kan- 

I dsdiar, situated between the Mogul dominions 

^nd Persia, alternately became the possession of 

I each of these empires. Its inhabitants were a 

warlike people, inured to fatigue, and divided 
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into tribes, each under the government of a chie& 
tain. The principal was that of the A%han«« 
This people had been long treated ill by the Per* 
sians : they complained and sought for redress* 
Instead of attention being paid to their demands^ 
every species of violence was committed on themy 
and Mir-Weis, one of their leaders, was appre* 
hended and sent to Ispahan, as a fomenter of the 
discontents. 

Mir-Weis now saw it was necessary that he 
should act with caution and prudence. He at« 
tached himself to a party in the court, and had 
the address to render the governor, Gurghin Khant 
himself an object of suspicion, and did not despair 
of becoming master of Kandahar, by being ap« 
pointed to watch his motions. His first attempts 
for this purpose were frustrated ; after this dis- 
appointment he counterfeited devotion^ and un» 
dertook a pilgrimage to Mecca. 

On his return the governor's doubts were en* 
tirely dissipated, and he was so firmly persuaded 
that nothing was to be feared from so holy a man^ 
that he did not hesitate to insult him ; he even 
commanded him to send his daughter to the ha* 
ram, but this demand cost Gurghin Khan his life* 
No sooner was the governor thus massacred, than 
Mir^Wels presented himself at the gates of Kan- 
dahar, which surrendered after a very slight re* 
sistance. During a period of fourteen years, 
Mir-Weis harassed the Persians ; by his goo4 
conduct, his speeches, and his Victories, he united 
the other tribes to that of the Afghans, of which 
A. D. ^^ waathe leader. He died king of Kan^ 
1715. dahar, leaving his throne to Abdallah, hts 
brother, as he thought his children te# 
young for the duties of eovereignty* 
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Abdallah's love of peace made him willing to 
^t the Persians once more in possession of Kan* 
dahar. The treaty for this purpose was on the 
J»int oi being signed, when Mahmud, his ne- 
phew, then but eighteen years old, heard of this 
intention with indignation, and at the head of 
thirty or forty of his father's friends, he entered 
the palace, cut oW Abdallah*s head, and was 
prociaimed king. He then entei'ed Persia and 
hid siege to Ispahati. At this celebrated siege a 
|;reater portion of hUman flesh was eaten than 
had ever been on any former occasion. The 
misery of the people pierced the feefing heart 
of the unfortunate Husseyn ; he offered Mah- 
mud the most advantageous conditions, viz. his 
toghter in marriage, and the sovereignty of 
three fertile provinces : but this prince returned 
for answer, " The king of Persia offers nie no- 
" thing that is not at my disposal already. The 
^ present dispute is, whether he or I shall have 
'^possession of the empire.*' Husseyn w:» at 
last obliged to abdicate his throne to. Mahmud* 
Before the ceremony took place, thfe king tra- 
velled through the principal streets of Ispahan 
on foot, deploring the misfortunes of his reign^ 
and consoling the people who surrounded hini 
by endeavouring to give them hope of better 
fortune under a hew government. He had at 
least the satisfaction of finding himself pitied and 
I'egretted, and was liniversally treated with re- 
spect by his subjects. Mahmud sent him horees 
to convey him to his caiiip, as there were none of 
these animals in that city, and the sorrowful 
Ifnonarch began his journey followed by about 
three hundred of his chief nobility, Who moved 
. Vou XI. U 
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slowly on with downcast eyes.' The mhabitanti 
expressed their grief by a solemn silence- 
He was introduced into a hall where Mah- 
mud, a young man of twenty-five years of age, 
^as waiting for him. Husseyn began the con- 
versation : " My son," said he, " since it is the 
<* will of the sovereign Master of the universe 
** that I should reign no longer, I resign the 
*' empire into thy hands most willingly, and sin- 
*' cerely wish thee a prosperous j'eign." Mah- 
mud replied, with modesty and dignity : " Such 
" is the instability of human grandeur. God 
** disposes of empires according to his will ; he . 
« wrests them from one nation to g^vc them to 
" another ; but I promise always to consider you 
*^ as my father.*' The Afghans then took pos- 
session of the gates of the city and palace ; and 
^hus terminated the dynasty of the Sophis, which 
had been founded by Ismael two hundred and 
twenty-three years before. Husseyn, at the 
time of his resignation, had reigned twenty-tight 
years. 

^ J) In dispossessing Husseyn, Mahmud 
1723. avenged himself of all those who had con- 
tributed to the ruin of the state. He con- 
firmed the Persians in their dignities and em- 
ployments, except the post of grand-vizier, in 
which he placed an Afghan. Husseyn gave 
him his daughter in marriage, and on that occa- 
sion addressed a circular letter or proclamation 
to all Persia, in which he enjoined the inhabit- 
ants to acknowledge Mahmud as their sole so- 
vereign. 

His son Tahmasp, however, did not think 
himself \^\md t6 obey his father's injuncticm 
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on this head ; on the contraiy, he caused him- 
self to be proclaimed king in Kasbin,'a town of 
Irak. Mahmud's conduct began to inspire the 
hatred of his subjects; he saw his projects de- 
feated, and himself beginning to be treated with 
|g:eneral hatred* He imputed these misfortunes 
to the anger of Heaven : to avert which, he im- 
posed upon himself a soit of penance which conti- 
nued fifteen days, and which had the effect of 
completely deranging his senses. His lunacy 
was accompanied with a very painful malady, 
which baffled the skill of his physicians; and in 
this condition his sufferings only served to in- 
crease his cruelty. His captains, seeing him at 
the point of death, turned their thoughts on Ash- 
l^f ; but he refused the crown, except on the con- 
ation that the head of his cousin Mahmud should 
be brought to him. Mahmud was then in the 
last il^e of frenzy, and had. but a few hours to 
live : these, however, were abridged, and the de- 
stroyer of the dynasty of the shahs enjojred his 
triumph but two years. 

Ashraf 'ordered all Mahmud's guards, his 
ministers, and confidaints, to be put to death ; he 
(fid not even spare those who had placed him oii 
the throne, lest they might do the same good 
office for another. Mahmud's only son and his 
mother suffered the same fate. He then offered 
to restore the throne to Husseyn, but he wisely 
preferred a private station to one which he had 
found so pregnant with danger. About this 
lime Kouli Khan became distinguished. In three 
campaigns he made Tahmasp master of all the 
possessions of the A%hans in Persia* and com- 
pelled them to retreat into the desollle parts of 
the country. Ashraf offered to abdicate the 
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throne, and to return tue treasures he had inhe- 
rited after Mahmud*s death ; but Kouli Khaa 
would listen to no terms of accomnwdatioD* 
He pursued his enemy even to death, and with 
him ended the transitory dynasty of the Afghans. 
^ jj Tahmasp \yas re-established on his 
1730. throne by the power of Kouli Khan, who 
in a short time deposed him, and intro- 
duced in his place his infant son,, by the i^ame of 
Abbas III. Under a prince only six months 
old, KquU Khan knew that he could not fail to be 
the real sovereign of Persia. He disposed of 
every thing according to his own pleasure, and 
for the advantage of the nation. He defeated 
the Turks, and forced them to sue for peace. 
Within six months, the infant emperor died. 
Kouli Khan was elected to the vacant throne, 
and on his accession took the name of Nadir 
Shah. 

The reign of this prince was marked with a 
high degree of glory. His government was 
despotick, and he formed the design of a general 
massacre of the principal Persians* The project, 
however, was discovered, and the proscribed 
party assembled with a view of taking revenge. 
They were surrounded by a powerful army, 
which was devoted to the shah. It was necessary 
to force a confidential guard, and they were nei- 
ther acquainted with the situation of the empe- 
ror's tent, nor knew how to distinguish it from 
the rest. 

Despair, liowever, enabled them to surmount 
every obstacle^ Five of them penetrated into 
the royal enclosui^: they entered the pavilion, 
and distinguished the emperor by the glitter of 
^he dijimond? with which he was covered. H« 
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put Inioself into a posture of defence, and slew 
two of the conspirators ; when a third gave Iiim 
a mortal wound. He exclaimed, " Spare me, 
^ and I pardon all." " No," replied the fourth, 
* thou hast never shown mercy to any one, and 
•• we, will show none to thee.*' They then dis» 

Kched him, and severed his head from his 

No sooner was his death known, than the Tar- 
tars flew to arms, and rushed on the Pei'sians, 
who valiantly defended themselves. Five thou- 
sand men fell in the struggle. The army dis- 
persed, and spread themselves over the provinces, 
carrying; with them the seeds of that tumult, con- 
fusion, and anarchy, which have since desolated 
that ill-ikted kingdom, and made it continually a 
prey to civil dissentions. But notwithstanding 
this, the Persians still constitute a separate nation ; 
and among the princes who successively fill so 
fluctuating a throne, are not unfrequently some 
whose actions revive the faded glory of their coun- 
try, and force respect from the surrounding so- 
vereigns 
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The HUtory of the Arab Kings of Omtua in Persia* 

IT is not easy to determine the exact bounds of 
this kingdom. When it was of greatest ex- 
tent, it comprehended the coasts of Persia and 
Arabia, and the islands situated in the Persian 
gulph. At present it is reduced to an island 
about five leagues distant from the land on the 
Persian side, and nine on that of Arabia. 

The following account is given of the origia 
of this kingdom. When the father of Shah 
Mohammed reigned in Arabia, being at war 
with mother prince, he lost a battle ; and not 
thinking himself safe in that country, he crossed 
the gulph of Mogostan, into Persia, where he 
settled with his son Mohammed. About this 
time, a tyrannical king reigned in thqs^Tparts ; 
who, besides other acts of oppression, insisted 
upon lying with every young woman before she 
was married- 
Mohammed, pitying the situation of these 
people, undertook to deliver them from their 
oppressor, at the hazard of his own life. He 
pretended to marry a young woman of quality, 
belonging to the town in which the tyrant re- 
8ide4; and, being yet very young, he clothed 
himself jn a fWnale habit, and was introduced a« 
his ini^ji^d wife to the monarch. By pretend- 
ing basfaiulness he g^ned ^e, till, with a dag- 
ger which h^ had conce^e^or the purpose, h^ 
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tabbed the tyrant to the heart ; when he imme' 
diately proclaimed freedom through the city. 

This service gained for the deliverer j^^y 
the title and honour of king. The reigns lolsi.* 
of the kings who succeeded Mohammed 
are neither important nor interesting. They were 
occupied chiefly in petty expeditions to the small 
islands lying off the coast, and in feuds among 
the princes of the reigning family. 

About this period the Turks, whp had j^ jy^ 
already possessed themselves of several 1300.' 
provinces of Persia, made an irruption in- 
to the kingdom of Kennan, and came as far as to 
Ormus, laying waste the country through which 
they passed. The wealth which they found in 
these parts, invited ^them to renew their incur- 
sions so often, tlAlt the inhabitants, unable to 
bear these outrages, resolved to abandon their 
lands in Persia^ and retire into the island of 
Br^ht. Ayaz, who was king at this time, set 
out in quest of some other place, more conve- 
nient for a settlement, and at length arrived at 
a desert island two leagues distant from Brokbt. 
Here he found an old man, named Jerun, with his 
wife, who lived' by fishing, and by furnishing the 
ships that passed between India and Keys, with 
the produce of his labours ; in exchange for 
which, they gave him rice, cloth, and other ne- 
cessaries. This man advised Ayaz to purchase 
the island of the king of Keys ; which he did, and 
gave it the name of Ormus,^ in remembi'ance oS^ 
their ancient countr)jj^ '* m^ •i^ *^' 

* Ayaz having e^taolishecl^ his^cOTony on 'this 
island, reigned sbvmign of it till his dea(h|. 
which happened abc^ ten yeafl^ aflor this e^- . 
gration. Twenty-six jaonarchs -followed him, vok « 
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uninterrupted succession ; during which the king* 
dom was in a flourishing state, notwithstanding 
the wars of several princes, who separately as- 
serted their pretensions to the sovereignty of this 
petty empire. 

j^^ jy The Portuguese, greedy of wealth, and 
1514. desirous of exclusively engrossing the 
commerce of that part of Asia, attacked 
and subdued Ormus. Under their dominion, the 
natural kings preserved their authority, though 
It was greatly weakened and contracted, as vas- 
sals to the court of Portugal, during a series of 
j^^jX ^ hundred and eight years ; when it was 
1622. taken from them by the Persians, who 
were assisted in this enterprise by the 
English. 

This island yields great quantities of fine sul- 
phur, and salt. In the summer season, the wa- 
ter which descends &om the mountain during 
the winter, and overflows the plain around the 
city is, by the heat, converted into salt. Besides 
this, there are three springs of very clear water, 
but as salt as that of the sea. The surface of 
the streams flowing from these, is sometimes 
formed into so hard a crust of salt, that persons 
may even cross it on horseback- The fresh 
water is procured from the main land. In the 
neighbourhood of an island, at no great distance, 
they fetch it from the bottom of the ocean, in 
vessels -constructed for the purpose. Here too are 
found those Oystera which produce the finest 
pea^s in theli^orldf • 

The excessive KeifPat Ormus is almost incredi- 
ble to persons w^ have n*e^ experienced it ; the 
air, however, i# very skluwrous, and many per- 
» sons are to be found wh%have attained a very 
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great age. The inhabitants arc fair and well- 
shaped, and the men are polite and genteel in 
their manners. They all speak the Persian 
longae, and are Mohanimedans. Besides the 
original inhabitants, and the Portuguese who con- 
quered them, people of several nations are settled 
there ; as Armenians, Georgians, Syrians, Ba- 
nians from India, and about a hundred and fifty 
£9anilies of Jews. 

When the Portuguese were in possession of 
this island, it was a sort of market for all the 
* world ; where every kind of commodity was to 
\}t found, and to which the merchants from all 
parts resorted. Here is a «ianufactory for drink- 
ing-cups, made of salt clay ; which, when fresh- 
ened, keep th6 water cool, and give it an agree- 
able taste« 
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CHAP. IX. 



The Hietory of the Turkmans and Usbeh, 

THE Turkmans formerly dwelt in the coun- 
try beyond Turkestan ; from whence remov- 
ing in great numbers into Persia, the inhabitants 
of those parts, observing that the new comers 
had a gi-^at resemblance to the Turks, their 
heig;hbours, and came from the same quarter,.cal* 
led them Turkmans. The countenance and man- 
ners of the Turkmans, however, show them to 
have been of a Tartar origin. They are tall and 
robust, with square fiat faces ; in summer they 
wear long robes ofcallico, in the winter gowns of 
sheep-skin. Cattle, or the pix)ductions of hus- 
bandry, a£Ford them subsistence, according to the 
different parts which they possess. In winter 
they dwell in towns and villages, about the river 
Amu, and towai^ the shores of the Caspian sea : 
in summer they encamp where they find the best 
pasturage and good water. They are all Mo- 
liammedan^ : Uiose who are settled in the coun- 
try of Astarabald generally follow the Persian 
sect ; but the tribes who dwell in Karazm, con- 
form to the faith of the Usbek Tartars. 

They are divided, into eastern and western 
tribe'^, and Igpre j^eserved^the original patri- 
mony of their fgmilffs, and the knowledge of 
their descent. Two of this people have made 
conquests and gjven birth flr sovereigns. Nadir 
«Shah was of tbe^i*ace of t|p eastern Turkmans* 
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They distinguish themselves by the title of Black 
and White Sheep, from the colour of the animals 
painted on the ensigns* The general history 
of this tribe is included in the reigns of Timur* 
Bek, and his successor ; to which the reader is 
referred. 

The westenv JTurkmans ^^ ^Ic to bring into 
the field forty thousand armed men. They are 
continually fighting with the Curds, and with the 
Arabs ; both which nations frequently come and 
carry o£F their women. They sometimes march 
I in associations of several hundred families toge« 
1% ther, to secure themselves against the Arabs ; at* 
t tended vrith such numerous droves of camels, 
\ goats, and sheep, that the land, for the space of 
\ several miles, appears to be covered with them : 
so tiiat they are esteemed the richest shepherds 
^ in the Othman empire. They have fire-arms^ but 
l generally make use of the bow. 
; Both men and women are remarkably Indus* 
trious: even in their journeys they employ them- 
selves on the road, either with spinning or grind- 
. ing their grain with little handmills, placed on 
.the backs of their camels, which carry a bag also 
I on each side ; one full of the gnun, and the other 
.to receive it as it is ground. Their language i» 
I the Turkish, a little corrupted, and different from 

the vulgar tongue. 

> At the beginning of the thirteenth centuryi 

j • the White Sheep reckoned thirteen chiefs wAo had 

I succeeded each other in Diarbeker, whei^ they 

. had founded a kingdom of considerable extent* 

Vast numbers of them stilUnhabit it, but are in 

subjection to the Persians, who put to death their 

last prince. # 

The UsBEKS derive their naifiie from Usbek^ 
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the seventh khan of that country descended 
from Jenghis Khan ; whose name his subjects* 
assumed in honour of him, for having intro^ 
duced the Mohammedan religion into his do- 
minions. 

The Usbek nation is divided into two dynasties, 
6ne of which reigned in Bukharia, iand the other 
la Karazm. 

A. D. ^^^ ®^ ^^^ ^^^ khahs of the Usbeks 
1498.' ^^ Bukharia, was Shah Bakht saltan^ 
who having by degrees subdued. all the 
neighbouring princes of Tartary, ahd by a long 
train of victories considerably augmented his 
forces, entered Great Bukharia with a numerous 
army, and made himself master of it, after he 
had driven out sultan Babf*, the last of the de- 
scendants of Timur Bek in that country. Shah 
Bakht afterwards passed the Jihun, and invaded 
Korassan, where he was opposed by Hussayn 
Mirza, wiio obtained some signal victories over 
the Usbeks; but he dying soort after, Shah 
Bakht defeated his successor, and droVe him 
^ j3 into Persia. He then overran a great part 
1505. of Korassan, and put to death all those of 
the family of Hussayn ; and afterwards 
marched into Karazm, which had been under 
Hussayn's dominion, and subdued it. Shah 
Bakht, after a reign of twelve years, was killed 
y^ j)^ in a desperate battle with Ismael, who, 
1510.* after this action, seized upon Karazm, 
land the greater part of Korassan; but 
upon the de^fLh of Shah Israel, the people of 
Karazm revolted to the Usbeksi 
A D. Shah Bakht was succeeded by Kushanjt, 
1512.* who is reckoned the^most noble and pow- 
erful of all' the Usb^jt princes who reigned 
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f in gttat Btikharia. Sultan Babr had returned 
from Indiat and being joined by Ahmed Ispa* 
bani, passed the Jihun, and ravi^^ the country 
about Karshi ; when Kushanji Khan taking the 
field with a strong array, overcame him in battle* 
The Persian general was killed on the spot, and 
Babr fied back to India. Kushanji marched after- 
wards into Persia, against Shah Tahmasp, son 
of Ismael ; but -^ms d^feat^d, and retired ^ ^j 
to his«own dominions. From this time, 1539,' 
Biiteng af importaaoe occuered among 
the U^k mm^xhsj although a regular history 
x£ tikem, to the year 165^, U preserved, after 
which there is ho account of the khans of tU^^ 

: countcy. 
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CHAP. X-. Jl 
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Kingdom of Karaian* 



KARAZM, chiefly tomposed of sandjr tracp ^ 
like Great Tartary, is situated between the ii 
39th and 46th degrees of latitude, and the 7\fk^ 
and 77th degrees of longitude* In some of the ' 3 
provinces there is excellent land, fit even fc^r vi«e* 3 
yards % and wherever there is water ih^ soil is 
highly fertile. This country is divided by the 
Amu or Jihun, and the Sir> which fall into the 
Caspism sea, and the Kesil, which discharges, it^ 
self into the lake Aral. This lake is no more 
swelled by the confluence of its waters, than the 
ocean, with which it has no apparent communi- 
cation, is affected by the vast rivers which it re- 
ceives. 

The Amu abounds with aU sorts of excellent 
fish, and its banks are the most pleasant in the 
world. Along them grow those excellent water- 
melons, and other fruits, which are so much es- 
teemed in Persia, the Indies, and in Russia. 

Peter I. emperor of Russia, having been in- 
formed that gold ore was found in great abun- 
dance on the coast of the Caspian sea, at the 
mouth of tlie river Sir, and supposing that a 
commercial intercourse between Siberia and the 
southern countries of Asia might be estaWiahei 
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iff metins of that riveri commissioned certain 
Arsons skilled in maritime afiairs, to accompany 
the Cossaks, for the purpose of discovering the 
mouth of the Daria. These persons, finding that 
no considerable river fell into the Caspian sea be- 
tween the Yemba and the Amu, excepting th« 
Kesil, concladed that this must be the river which 
tiiey looked for. 

After they had sounded the mouth of this ri- 
ver, they returned and made their report to ihm 
«nperor, who sent Beckowitz with 2500 ^ jy 
•ten to take possession of its entrance ; 1719. 
I tut the Tartars growing jealous of this 
^ign, turned the course of the Keeil, by three 
'Channels, into the lake Aral, and then stopped 
tip the entrance towards the sea ; so that Becko* 
^tz, arriving some time after with his vessels^ 
*und the mouth of it quite dry. He however 
hnded his troops, and built some forts ; \mt be- 
&re they were properly in a condition of defence^ 
^e Usbeks of karazm came down upon them 
in gi^at numbei*s. Beckowitz defended himself 
^th so much resolution, that the khan, despair- 
ing to conquer him by force, tried to ensnare 
I him by fraud. In this he succeeded ; the Rus* 
1 tian commander put himself and his men under 
f Tartar guides, to march up the unknown coun- 
try ; who led them threugh desert places, where 
iK> water was to be obtained. After five days* 
flAarch they found themselves in great distress ; 
ttid in this condition, their guides proposed to 
them to divide into several bodies, and proceed 
bf diflerent roads, in the hopes of finding an 
easier supply of their wants. Beckowitz com- 
plied ; the Tartars surrounded the divisions se- 
parately, slew their general, and made slaves of 
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tbe saUkn» Those who had been 1<^ atilto 
mouth of the liveiv healing of the mislbrtiiiiMi of 
Ihetr cow^ryineii} re-emboiiiDed sMKi returned to 
Astrftcitn. 

K«raaaa eooCaiaed many provioccSf aaod for- 
merly the» were ^era) large towns in each, Imt 
theae have vei^ much dediined in that gvandesr 
which they oi#ed to comnierce, which the Usheks 
«re far from ctdthratiiig ; they even airoid att com- 
munieation with thoae nations that might restoF^ 
it to a more^ prosperous condition. 

The Usheka lead the life of bnidiiti, and aie 
destitute of any proficieney in science. They 
employ themselves in frivoious conversa^eo tifl 
the signal Ibr pillage rouses them frcm^ their 
lethargy, when all the hoard sttoid af»aJidpiit 
themselves in motion. They ar« not acquaint 
even with the use of bread, and are great ^ 
vourers of horse ^sh. Theh* chief dniA is 
mare's milk) mhkh .they have the art of distil* 
Mng into a Mquor of an intosdcsOing quality* In 
hunting wild horses^ which are verf munoEOdB ia 
their pdains, they make i»e of budii o>f prey; 
which strike their talons either into the ammari 
head or neck) and while he is fatiguing btmsetf 
with tkc vain attempt of shaking them ofi^ tte 
hunter advances, and kills him with ease. This 
country is constantly agitated by cabala ibrmeii 
by the multitude of their princes' chikhren. Tlic 
only patt of their history which has any claim 
to regularity, begins with the sixteenth centurf ; 
but the succession of aeventeen. khans of tb^ 
wandering tribes^ preseats very few remarkable 
events until the commencement of the eighteendu 
These consist of expeditxoira against each othefi 
and of disputes upon auhjecta which Europeans 
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"'w^uH thmk too {nvolous for attention. They bad 
their ambitious designs, their factions, and their 
cruelties ; but we are less acquainted with them, 
than with those which have occurred in the more 
powerful states. The mode of attack made use 
of in a desperate engagement with the enemy, by 
Din Mahammed, the seventh Usbek khan, is re- 
^narkable ; that he might inspire his troops with 
courage to support him, he took up a handful of 
dust, strewed it over his head, and exclaimed, 
** I dedicate my soul to God, and my body to the 
" earth." He charged, was followed, and obtain- 
ed a complete victory. 

The simplicity of these people is displayed in 
the following fact. Hajim, the twelfth khan, 
chastised one of his sons, who was yet but a 
youth, ibr ha^ng suffered a countryman to kill a 
fitted sheep to entertain him with. " I am," 
said the frugal chief, ^' fifty years of age, and ne- 
^ ver has it happened to me to engage any per^ 
*^ son to be at such an expense. If the peasants 
^ are obliged to kill sheep for you while you are 
*♦ young, they will, as you grow older, be compel- 
* led to give you cows and horse*. Others will 
^ follow the example, and it will be the means of 
** reducing them ail to beggary.'* 
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CHAP. XI* 



A Detcriptitm tfthe Omntrim €<mtamed inthe !&• 
tktr Penifuula qf^btdia^ 

IT is obterred that kingdoms ofnracfa smaller 
extent than the provinces within the Gunge^ 
have fiirniBhed a greater number of events lha» 
•re rec<»t^ of these* There can be no ckmb^ 
that countries so fertUe and populous mttst liave 
esqierieneed, in the lapae of ages, aU the vktssif 
tudes which are lAnt materiais of bialofy. in the 
case of other kingdoms «fid empires s but there 
have faeea no historians to preserve them; oiv if 
the amials^of them do eadst^ they are burwd in 
inaccessible archiifes» or Itfive been retmned bf 
tradition in the memories of men^&om whom the 
most curious and diligent trareilers hav« oev«r 
been able to pmcure more than an imperfect a^ 
count. The folkmilpg will be found to ceotain 
every thing that is known importimt on the sub- 
ject, and will, it is presumed, be satb&ctory to 
tli< reader* 

This great peninsula includes many provincesy 
comprehended under the general name ofcBaJa- 
■ gatte; the kingdom of •Visidpour, which, with 
three other provinces, is compiled under the 
name of Dekkan ; the kingdoms of Golconda and 
Orixa; the kingdom ofKamatek, or Camatick'j 
a part of which was formerly called Bisnagar 
andNarsin^ar; tKe kingdonas of Messur, Ma- 
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fktra« B^brara, BXtd Tanjoar; «ad laatiyt the 
kingdoms of Katiara and Malabar«^ 

For many ages these Gouotriea w^re governed 
hf their own rajahs* or kii)g:s*; but siooe the Mo* 
Immmedans got footing in Hindostani tbey bafe 
yadergeiie vaHom revolutiona* of wiiich> how** 
cvcr« we have but impeifect accounts. 
. The peninsula within the Ganges ia aeparated 
kam Hindoatan by a line exliendiag from the 
giOph of Kaaibaya to the niouth c^ the riTer 
Gmgesy and on the other three aides by the 
oceafu 

Dfi^KAir ia oompoaed of several sMest ori* 
gioally governed under separate chlefc* The 
feat^xf^edition of the aoverago of Delhi into 
tbeae pn»mocs ta that of Mahmud Shah* whose 
general made himaelf independent of his ^ jy 
maater^ and divided his donaaiiona into 1954 
eighteen p«jpts» giantiog the government 
<ifeach to one of his oap^tains ; theae in theii* tuni% 
aattimed the titles of aoveretgnsy and formed 
prineipalittes of greater or less extent^ which, in 
ficonrae of perpetual warfare^ hecame con&und- 
tA and intermingled wUh each other* From these 
commotkma the Pottugueae were enabled to obi- 
tain an opportunity of making good a settle- 
ment there* 
> In Dekkan? at the diatance of three kaguet 
'from Doltjabad) are the fttnous Pagodas of" 
JElaiip etandtng on a nlain two leagues squape, 
where. are a ^r^kt nimiher of bombs, chapels,* 
and apacious temf^ea, abounding with pillars 
and pilasters, with many thousand figures cut 
nut of the rock. They a^e atupendous pieces 
*Qf arcJbltectnre) appeftfing to surpass all human 
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perfonnance, though the style of the buHifisii^ 
and sculpture is not veiy delicate. 

The city of Bisnagar, from which the king- 
dom takes its name, lies eight days' journey 
from Goa, and mx from the celebrated diamcmd- 
mines* According to Portuguese writers, the 
kingdom of Kamatek had no sovereign prince 
till the year 1200 ; when Boka, a shepherd, afr> 
sumed the title of rau, or rajah, that is, empe- 
ror ; which has descended to all his successors* 
Boka, in commemoration of a victory which he 
obtained over the king of Delhi, afterward buift 
the famous dty of Visajanagar, corruptly call- 
ed Bisnagar. 

^ j3 When this city was destroyed by the 

1565. confbdcrated princes, who slew the reign- 
ing emperor at the age of ninety-six, the 
conquerors are said to have spent five months in 
sacking it, although the inhabitants had removed 
the most valuable part of the booty. During 
the short period of three days they sent awiy 
fifteen hundred elephants laden with money and 
jewels, to the value of a hundred miUioiy 
steriing, without reckoning the imperial thrcme 
of inestimable value, designed for uses ofcere- 
inony. 

From this time nothing of moment is found 
relating to the affairs of Bisnagar, till the entire 
ruin of that large monarchy ; at which period the 

y^ ]3 unfortunate rajah Bed into the mouf^ns, 
* 1650. where he still remained in 1667, when 
Thevenot was on his travels. Thus was 
an end put to the kingdom of Bisnagar, which, 
about twenty years after, fell under the power of 
the Moguls by the conquest which Aureng-Zib 
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VisiAPouR it chiefly knowR to Emopeans by 
it9 chief cities. Viaiapour^ the cafNtal, is about 
Aftcen miles in compass, fortified with a double 
pndl an*i a moat. The king's palace is a vast pile 
m( ImildingSt encompassed with a ditch containing 
CBocedlksi The island of Salsette lyboupded with 
lowers and churches when in the possession of 
tbe Porti^uese ^ but it has now no city except 
Kaikvay hewn out of the ude of a rock,, with many 
Antique cdumns and figures, curiously carved* 
Boaibuf n the best harbour which the English 
possess ; and the island of Goa is the plaoe of 
i^eaoit fiu* the Pertuguesc fleets. 

The kingdom of Visiapour, after having for 
ft long series of years been governed by Patan 
feaonaiehe, fisU into the banda of Aureng-2ib» 
It waar a ptey to dtfierent factious, iihich that 
prince knew how to turn to his own interest | 
aoid. the sovereigns, not daring to trust their own 
colintfymen^ committed the care of the govertt<p 

rit te aosie negroes, who raised tbmnselves to 
dtgnity of protectors of the kingdom during 
tho different vninenties ; hut the nobles* jealous 
ai these people, revolted and formed an imionf 
sehkii paved the way for the finsd usurpation of 
the thrcAe. 

- The nun of Visiapour was in a great measure 
owii^ to the imvileges enjoyed by the^ nobility, 
bf which they were aik}wed to bi^ld fort^ and 
lo nudLe peace and war ; hence their quanrete 
with one atiotheiv and their disputes with the 
king, were perpetual* lliey were restrained 
only from raising men in his name, and ^r his 
4|^ These privileges made them iii^ent and 
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stubborn ; so that. they were not eBsaly united fcr 
the common good ; and many tinEies they leagued^ 
with the enemies of their coontry* 

The MAHRATTA.S inhabit the mountsuns whiclr 
bound Visiapour, the Camatick, and other ter- 
ritories, either contiguous to the Mogul empire^ 
or that form a part of it. These mountains are 
fertile and very populous; The principal force 
of this nation lying in their cavalry, their irrup- 
tions into the plains are as sudden as they are 
impetuous* Their prevailing religion is idolatry, 
as it was piractised by their ancestors, the ancient 
Indians* They arc governed by rajahs, who are 
members of a species of confederate repul^ick^ 
with a council, to which their common interests 
are referred. 

In the time of Aureng*Ztb they had a cele^ 
brated chief named Seva, as treacherous and 
artful as he was a brave soldier and excellent 
general* The king of Visiapour observmg the 
aspiring genius of this man, sent a poweriiil 
army against him, under Abdol Khan, an ex* 
perienced commander*^ When Seva knew that 
this general had taken the field, he sent him flat- 
tering and submissive messages, entreating on- 
ly the favour of being allowed to kiss his feet* 
Abdol Khan appointed the time and place of 
meeting, when Seva approaching, admired the 
great man, and prostrated himself at his feet, but 
not without betraying some emotions of ^ fear* 
*^ Perhaps,"^ said he^ ^^ my lord means to deprive 
^ me of life*"^ To relieve hia^ fears, the general 
put his sword and dagger into the hands of hit 
page. Seva instantly rushed upon him with k 
weapon concealed in his sleeve, and pierced him 
U> the beait ^ at the same instant giving a sig- 
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Hoi to his men, who came from an amhnscaide ( 
«i skirmish ensued^ in which Seva was wounded 
hy the khan's SDn> who with difficulty escaped to 
the camp. 

Seva depended so much upon the success of 
his stratagems, that he once wrote to a Mogul 
general) who was harassing his rear^ that he 
^ould advise him to retreat, ^r that sooner ot 
later he would fall into the snares that he had 
spread £>r him ; and the Mogul believed him. 
To enaUe him the better to pillage Surat, which 
he was accustomed to caU his treasury, he went 
into the city disguised like a faquir^ examined 
its passages^ and fixed upon his plan of attack* 
He then entered the place, and plundered it for 
feur days. No part of il escaped pillage except- 
ing the quarters of the English and 0utch, whom 
he spared on seeing them well provided with 
cannon. 

Aureng-Zib, designing to make war ^ j^^ 
ag»nst P^sia, sent pei*9ons to arrest Se- iq$$' 
Ta ; so that one evening this prince found 
his pavilion beset with three or four omras.— • 
He had, however, the address to get away in 
the night. Aureng-Ztb was extremely mor- 
ticed at his escape, which made a great 'noise 
at the court ; while Seva in the mean time 
made another expedition, and again plundered 
Surat* 

Seva marched a third time against that j^ -^ 
place, ^which so much alarmed the mer- 1579' 
'chants who had suffered by his former 

Depredations, that, although the city was then 
arroonded with walls and a^le to resist a strong 
force, yet they fled with their wealth and fa- 
milies. The rajah after that time'xonsidered 
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Stmt Mimder con^biiliQa to Imm «ad caaNr^l 

stated timeB to receive die usual tobute ; wiS^ 

ike |;ovevnor taxed the Babi^is to .«ati^y %. 

enemy's demands* This extoilioalw^ 

17VR *0P"«*«n*«* to Amti^KA^h «*» sent Mo* 

* vad BdL to command ibe oitjrj-wbo imOM 

4ia^ ra«rcfaed to pat'% «^ to the incursioBB4l 

'Seva's iroqps, wkkh were mvi^^f^g ibe n&^ 

booriog iilaces. At 4iutt 4eath delivered the Mm 

^ monihrdi from ha troublesome ^nem^i wbon 

ht was ^customed to eall die mtountairu^rai^ ^ 

came in thnes of dai^r he bnd ihe art of b^n* 

l!o«!teg under ground* 

The Mahi?attas made an im^tiana^ 
•^•^- fer as the Gai^^ ; whereturmpg toward 
^^' the west, they seiacd all tte cauntry « 
india bekoigitig to the Portugitese^ except thi 
cky df Goa. Thcgr then marohed south wafd> aa4 
passed the mountains belonging to the tevntoiT 
of the imfiaa prinocB, who made no reaiiUncey 
hut teemed engaged ia a cemhiuatian to tbl^V 
off the lifohuBBaedaJi yoke. The MahmHas wi«, 
howerer, aaputeed by tike Mc^ jforcesr 9Sii 
tibltgcd toi^tire to^!he hMls ^ but reeoyertog thea»- i 
adves, they a&erwaid ebtained a decisii^ mtarj^ 
tfaiving tiie Mb^s &• fkmi their torritocyv 'i 
Since lifaat time theiy ha^ invaded kfogdon^^ ^ ^ 
"fiicqiieiitlor imfade the Europeans ireaohle in tMr | 
settlements. • 

In Bagnagar, the oafiilal af €l^0LQQiri^9 the 
houaes ane built with earth, and lihi^hed wMi 
straw ; tliey are i^ery SEiean hak8,t)Ut have fio^ | 
{gairieos attached to th^oi. • iti theae, aaid ^ 
cQUDlry round about, eray species of &uit is ta I 
he seen. Crops cf arice ind ether ^^in f» I 
^^eml in this kwigdwnL ta^ la^ivar. fitfn^ 
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imd potdtry are, on account of the quantities 
produced, more frequently g;iven away than 
sold. The climate, however, is not esteemed 
healthy. 

The castle where the king keeps his court, cal- 
led Golconda) stands on a hiil, and is well fortifi- 
ed. All the omras and great lords have houses 
within this building, and when they go out they 
announce their approach by an astonishing degree 
of pomp* Never do they appear, even in the 
city, without being preceded by two elephants 
decorated with banners. Besides these, at a cer- 
tain distance, march at least sixty horsemen; 
then the omra advances surrounded by servants 
on foot, one carries the parasol over his master's 
head, another his pipe, others beat off the fiies ; 
and the cavalcade ends with two kettle-drummers 
tnwinted on camels. 

Colconda may be called the country of 
diamonds, the mines of which afford a vast re- 
venue to the sovereign. He had, at one time, 
BIX thousand men continually working in these 
mines. The omras are often immensely rich : 
one has been mentioned as having been possessed 
of four hundred weight of diamonds. This 
wealth has sometimes rendered them masters of 
the throne ; that is, it has enabled them to raise 
to it sueh princes whom they imagined they could 
govern with facility. Aureng-Zib acquired the 
sovereignty of this country in the year 1665, 
which has been since, and is now governed by a 
king. 

Canara, adjacent to the mountains of th^ 

Gauts, is celebrated for the purity of its air, and 

the fertility of its soil.- It is always governed 

hy a woman, whamay marry whom she pleases 

Vol. XI. Y * 
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i>ut the husband never obtains the title of rajAbi 
nor can he interfere in the administration m 
government. The Canarans are of a midc^ 
size, a tawny complexion, have little beard, aoA 
wear their hair long ; they are good soldieraj 
and display much skill in their battles- The^ 
have an order of nobility called Naires; the 
■widows of whom, except the queen, burn then^- 
^Ives at the death of their husbands- The de- 
votees sacrifice themselves to their gods, by 
causing themselves to be crushed to death bj 
the chariots which carry them, or to be cut to 
pieces by the hooks, faJchions, sabres, and other 
sharp instruments, with which the wheels of 
them are arnied- Great freedom is allowed in 
this country, and all persons are permitted to 
isnter and leave it without being subjected tQ 
any inquiry. Robbery and murder are seldom 
Jieard of here, and a stranger may travel from 
one end of tiie country to the othei* without any 
danger of this sort ; this, perhaps, is owing tO 
the cruel manner of treating criminals, who are 
stripped naked, tied hands and feet together, 
and thus exposed, on the scorching sands, to 
the rays of the sun jand the stinging of the flies, 
where they die a miserable and lingering death. 

Mai-abar is the name given to all the ter- 
ritory west of Cape Comorin, and a sm^l part 
of the eastern coast- The soil is very fertile. 
Besides wild-fowl and game, here are found ti- 
gers, jackalS) buffaloes, and serpents, some erf" 
which are twenty feet long, and large enough to 
swallow a man. 

In this country there are no villages ; all the 
houses are buUt separately, and from the top of 
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the mountains have the appearance of scattered 
mole-hills. There are- some fortified towns* The 
natives, both men and' women, go almost naked* 
Their kings are called Samorin. Formerly no 
one was permitted to reign more than twelve 
ycar^; if he happened to die befoi'e the ex- 
piration of that term, it saved him- from the 
tragical necessity of cutting his own throat on a 
fica^old, which be ascended for that purpose^ 
after feasting, and taking leave of his nobility ; 
who then buried his- body with great pomp, 
and proceeded to elect a new sovereign* This 
'was followed by another custom, equally bar- 
'barenis* At the end of the same term of years, 
a solemn jubilee was proclaimed through the 
{Samorin's- dominions r and, a tent being pitched 
far him 'm a large- plain, a feast was cele« 
brated for ten or twelve days^ after which, any 
-four of the guests' who might be desirous of 
^ning the throne at the hazard of their lives*, 
might force their- way through thirty or forty 
thousand guakts, and kill the prince in his tent ; 
when he who gave the £eital blow succeeded in 
the empire. 

The Malabars are Black, But finely propor- 
tioned. They are treacherous, but shudder at 
the idea of poisoning. Patience is their prin*^ 
cipal virtue* They are divided into tribes, viz; 
the princes, the clergy, the naires, the shop- 
keepers, and the labourers* The crown is he- 
reditary ; but it descends to the most aged of 
the royal &mily, therefore it is unusual to sec 
a young sovereign. On ascending the throne 
the king creates a prime-minister, on whom de- 
volves the whole care of the administration. The 
lung is only known to exist, by the pomp which 
•urrounds him when he goes out. 
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To the lowest class all intercourse is forbidden 
with the other tribes. They are neither permitted 
to build houses nor to wear habits of clothe They 
cover themselves with leaves, or with stubble) 
fastened together with string, and live in holes 
in the earth, or in ■ trees ; and even these^njust 
be at a distance from inhabited places and culti- 
vated fields. When they see any one approach 
they howl like dogs to make them turn away« or 
else flee wit)i speed, lest they should be killed by 
those who are exposed to breathe the. sam^ air 
with themselves. 

Independently of the religion which is com- 
inon to all India, every individual in Malabar 
chooses his own divinity ; as a ti'ee, a dog, a ser^ 
pent, Ice, They, however, believe in ooe su* 
preme God. Their pagodas, or templesb a*t 
gloomy, and blackened with the continual smoke 
of the lamps. Thp pride of biith is no where cai^ 
ried to so ridiculous an extravagance as among 
these people. The superior tribes refuse to eat 
and drink with those of the tribe beneath them ; 
^hey will not even taste iood prepared by them» 
nor drink water from the same well. Both sexe» 
are uncovered from the head to the waist. The 
women adorn themselves with jewels, which they 
profusely wear on every part of tlieir bodies, and 
»tretch their earS) that they may contain th« 
more. 

The smallest theft is punished with the loss 
of life. There are no prisons, but the criminal 
18 put in chains, and remains in that state dU 
judgment is passed. The seiKence of death can 
only be pronounced by the king, and is without 
appeal. The first person who passes by^ what- 
ever be his rank, is obliged to execute it* Anf 
person who qauoot make another mf what i^ 
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«we& him, has recourse to a judge. The magis* 
Irate sends an officer with a small stick, who 
4raws a circle round the debtor, and orders hiin 
m the king's name ^not to pass it until his cre- 
ditor is satisfied. If the debtor were to infringe 
Uiis comniand, he would suffer death* They 
write on large leaves of reeds, which grow in 
swam^* These are strung toj^ether, and, bein?; 
4ried in the smoke and carefully preserved, will 
letam the writing for a great lengtli of time* 
Ordeals by duel and fire are common amon^j 
the inhabitants of this country. There are nu- 
merous hospitals belonging to their temples, 
where the poor are received and fed. It is for- 
Udden under pain of death to shed blood in 
aoiy of these. The altars in their pagodas are 
never stained with blood ; their ofiferings ai% com- 
posed of fruit, provisions, and other inanimate 
substances. Their idols are extremely nume- 
rous, and very singular. Their festivals are 
pompous 9 and consist of processions, and ai^ 
preceded by fasts which are observed only by the 
priests. The Malabars approach their king with 
the same veneration as they observe toward their 
gods. In such high respect do they consider old 
age, that a man dare not sit down it the presence 
pf his senior. At the appearance of the new 
moon they make great rejoicings, and when she 
is eclipsed they make the most dreadful outcries 
to frighten away the dragon, who, they say, i» 
then endeavouring to devour her. 

At Cape Comorin begins the kingdom of 
Madura^ which is celebrated for its pearl- 
fishery. The pearls are found in cyslers of a 
very large size j some in the flesh, ethers ijithf 
Y 2 . 
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liquor, and some are fixed to the shelf. Th# 
coast of Madura is destitute of grass, herb, or 
plant, excepting thistles and house-leek ; but 
abounds with hares and partridges. Mice are 
found here as large as our cats* The mhabitant» 
are good soldiers, but inferior in this respect to 
the Malabars. 

In Mar A V A, which ties east of Madura, thet« 
IS an extraordinary bridge, if a continuity of rocks 
may be thus named, which appear to hare been 
^cwn for a considerable length to join the island 
of Ramanancor to the continent. Some of them 
are eighteen feet in diameter. The Hindoos say 
this bridge was built by their god» when they went 
to attack the ca|Mtal of Ceylon ; and k is certaiii 
that the prince of Marava, when pursued by the 
kings of Madura, used to retire into the island by 
means of great beams laid upon these rocks (which 
stand like so many platforms) over which he pas* 
led hi& army with their train of caonon and ele- 
phants. 

In the Carnatick lie Pondicherry and Madras ; 
the rivalry of which has frequently given rise to 
obstinate and ruinous wars, which avenge the 
Indians on European usurpations. The pro- 
vince of Ikkery, the kingdom of Mysore, and the 
province of Orixa, are agreeably situated, bet 
have no fixed government, and often (all a prey 
to the first invaders. 

In the Mysore reside the Malayans, a humane 
people, rather as tributaries than as subjects. 
Their country is divided into villages, which have 
each a judge. Their festivals are of the most 
cheerRil kind. The Malayans do not allow po- 
lygamy, and pay the greatest respect to the tombi 
of their ancestors. 
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CHAP. XII. 

O f the ReHgion of the Hindoos, 

HAVING given a brief description of the 
countries inhabited by the Hindoos, we 
Shall now say something on the subject ot their 
religion, which they affirm to be of divine origin, 
and to have been delivered to Brama by the deity 
himself. 

The doctrines of the Hindoos are contained 
in a book called Vedam, which is divided into 
four parts. The first treats of the origin of 
things ; the nature of God, of the soul, and 
of good and evil. The second, of sovereigns. 
The third, of ethicks. The fourth, of religious 
rites and ceremonies; but this is unfortunately 
lost. Tlie bramins, who are now extremely 
powerAil, say that if the fourth book existed, 
they should be more so. The people are not 
acquainted with these books, which are not pub- 
ficly read ; but there are others in common use 
that treat of the popular theology, which is 
pdytheism. Acconling to the tenets of this, 
the Almighty God created four elements ; eartlif 
s^r, fire, and water. He waved a great reed 
across the water, and there came forth an ^^^, 
which he placed in the midst of the firmament, 
smd called it the lower world. Next he creuted 
a sun, a moon, and stars, to distinguish the 
•easons. Lastly, he created man, as being 
more worthy than the rest of the creation, and ca- 
pable of contemplating the works of the Divinity* 
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That this man might not live alone, Gkid gave 
him a woman for a companion ; and they lived 
together on the fruits of the earth) without the 
destruction of any Itvipg creature- They had 
four 8ons> viz. Brama, of a terrestrial constitutiooi 
choson to .give laws to mankind ; Cutt%ii> with a 
martial soul, to whom was assigned the govern- 
ment of the kingdom ; Shuddei-i, destined for 
commerce ; and Wise, or Weys, to whom was 
given a talent for invention. These, with their 
different wives, peopled the four parts of the 
world. Their descendants became corrupted, 
and drew on themselves celestial wrath. -Their 
bodies were destroyed, but their souls were re- 
ceived into the bosom of the Almighty. 

God determined to renew the race of manp- 
kind, and began the second age with three per- 
sons of greater excellence than the former* He 
descended on a mountain, and said, ^ Rise, Bre- 
<< maw ! the first of creatures of the second age«" 
Bremaw, or Brama, appeared, and adored his 
Creator. Vismou and Rudderi also arose from 
the bosom of the earth. God assigned to each a 
function: to Brama, the power of creating; to 
Vistnou that of preserving ; and to Rudderi that 
of destroying* To Brama was likewise given a 
book of precepts, which he was enjoined to teach 
%) mankind* 

This volume is divided into three parts* The 
first contains the moral law, and the explanadon 
of each pi*ecept: the second, the ceremonial 
law: and the third contains rules adapted to 
all condi tions ^f persons* Eight commandments 
constitute the moral law. The first forbids 
killing any living creature: the second prohi- 
Wu all evil; eating flesh; and touching any 
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tfiing' that is unclean ; the third presciibes th* 
time and manner of adoi-ation : the fourth for- 
bids lying : the fifth commands beneficence to 
the poor : hy the sixth, oppression is prohibited : 
the seventh regulates festivals : and the eighth 
forbids theft. 

Then follow the ceremonial laws respecting^ 
ablutions, anointings, and prostrations ; the 
times and modes of which are particularised* 
Saints are to be invoked on different occasions ; 
some of whom preside over marriages, others, 
over journeys, commerce, diseases, and battles* 
When we view the creatures, say they^ espe- 
cially the sun and moon, which are the eyes, 
of the Deity, they direct our attention to the 
Creator. The third part of the sacred book is 
BHed with observations on the distinctions of the 
tribes. 

Notwithstanding the wisdom of these precept% 
U is added, the human race has been corrupMbed 
three times* In despite of Vistnou, the pre- 
server, and notwithstanding his entreaties, God 
commanded Rudderi to let loose the winds> 
^d to call up the waters from the bottomless 
abyss ; and the world was destroyed again.— *^ 
All the human race perished, except one just 
man, named Koli, who was preserved for the 
purpose of renovating mankind. At that era^"* 
the mission of Brama, the instructor, and Rud<^ 
deri, was a{ an end. They were translated into 
the bosom of God. There only remained Vist- 
uou, the preserver, who will be recalled thither 
at the termination of the age, and at that last 
catastrophe the world will be consumed with 
fire. In the division of the casts between the 
descendants of Koli, a remarkable change took 
pTace. G«d hurlod destruction on all th9 
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icutteris, or warriors, they being too wicked, and 
Teplaced them by the rajahs, whom he drew 
from the order of bramins« Such is the reli- 
gion of the Hindoos, as taken from therShaster ; 
which if preserved in its purity by the learned, 
has in the populace degenerated into polythe^ 
i8m% 

A» soon as the Indians acknowledged' the ex- 
istence of more than one- God, they felF into 
every kind of absurdity relative to the genera- 
tion, power, chai*acter, inclinations, dissentionst 
end combats of these gods. The three first- are 
Bntma, Vtstnouv and Rudder!* Inferior to 
these arc their wives, children, and favouritesi 
who) however, are also gods, forming the se- 
cond class. The third class is composed of a. 
•pedes of angels, charged with the care of the 
universe. The fourth of giants and evil de- 
fBons, who likewise partake of the nature of tho 
divinity. 

; According to the opinion of these lastj water 
was co-etemal with God, He made the leaf of 
a tree, in the form of a child, float upon it; 
whcfnce Brania was produced. God gave him. 
the power of creating the universe. Others 
pretend that it was not he, but Vistnouj whose 
origin is obscure, to whom was given the power 
of creating. A method was contrived of recon- 
ciling this difference, by saying that Branm 
creates, and Vistnou preserves. LshureU) placed 
between, reconciles them when they disagree^ 
and even punished them when they resist. Bra* 
ma resides in the highest heavenSj nearest th^ 
abode of God. He has had two wives, who 
have borne him a mulfitude of children. Of 
this number is Kassiopa, the father of good 
and l^ad argels. His son Sagatra^ who had 
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Bvc Imndred heads and a thousand arms, was bom 
6t the blood that flowed when Ishuren cut off his 
Other's ^ead. 

Vktnou, whom the care of the world would 
hftve too much employed, has created for himself 
ttdtoiinistrators. To hirh the Vedam wasf brought 
m a shell. He had a million of wives. The two 
who never forsake him are Leshimi, the goddess 
dr fortune, thought to be the Indian Venus, found 
id a lai^e rose, on a sea of milk. The other, 
Ps^^a, the mother of the. gods. 

vlstnou is celebrated for his ten metamor- 
ta^ioses, or incarnations. The first time he trans- 
formed himself into a fish, to draw the Vedam 
frtan the bottom of the ocean ; the second, into 
a tQrtoise, to burrow under ground in quest of 
ambrosia ; the third into a hog, in pursuit of 
a great ^ant who had carried away the earth 
i^ the infernal regions ; the fourth time he 
was transferred into a monster, half man and 
^If lion, to punish a giant who had usurped the 
dominion of the whole earth ; the fifth into a 
mendicant brarain, to attack Mavali, the usurper 
of the world. Vistnou asked him for only three 
feet of ground) to build a hut on : Mavali grant- 
ed his request* Vistnou rested one foot on this 
spot of land, and became a mighty giant, who 
with the other foot covered the rest of the earth, 
and thus wrested it from the power of Mavali. 
However, he kindlv consoled him, by making 
him porter of paradise* The sixth time Vistnou 
transformed himself into a beautiful child, and 
cut off his mother's head. His father was killed 
by his brother-in-law, the puissan Cutteii, to 
whom he had refused the white cow of abun* 
dance. To avenge his death, Vistnou extermi- 
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fiated the whole race of the cutteris'. The faJkf 
and mother revived, and had aftervrards a soii 
named Ram, which is a branch of the rajabSi 
The seventh time, under the appearance of this 
Ram, Vjstnou slew a giant who had ten heads 
and twenty afms, and pursued the ravishcrsof 
ids sister to the island of Ceylon, where he passed 
over a bridge of flying stones. The eighth time 
Vistnou took the figure of Kristna, who aftet 
his yottthfal follies, became a god of some ini- 
portaace, cured disorders, raised the dead, change 
ed hats into palaces, dethroned tyrants, reinstat- 
ed deposed kings, punished oppressors, and re- 
lieved the oppressed. Some shepherds, who had 
made him their king, he multiplied into a hun- 
dred and sixty millions. The miracles of KrisC- 
na ure 90 numerous, that the Hindoos ma'mtaiii 
that if the whole earth were made of paper, it 
would be insufficient to contain the account of 
them all. In the ninth transformation Vist- 
nou took the figure of Bodha. In this forol 
he remained on earth, and employed his whole 
time in prayers. This Bodha is the God Fjh 
who is adored by more than half of the inhabit- 
ants of Asia. He resides at Limi in Great Thi- 
bet, under a human form, and is reputed never 
to die, but on his occasional disappearance h€ 
is continually renewed. The tenth and last nre- 
tamorphosis is not yet accomplished. Vistnod 
is to appear on a winged white horse, which 
stands upright in heaven oti three legs. At the 
instant decreed by the Almighty, the horse will 
let fall his suspended hoof, and strike the eartt/ 
with such amazing force, that the serpent Sig- 
iiana, unable to support the world, will retire. 
The tortoise, feeling all the weight thrown upon 
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liift back, will piange into the sea, and drown 
^e eaitfa* Thus will be terminated the last age, 
and the first will recommence, but there will be 
BO resurrection. 

Ishtiren is a no less extraordinary being than 
Vistnou. like him he has had many singular 
metamorphoses, and strange adventures, consist- 
ing of journeys through the air, defeats of giants, 
Ice. He is the patron of the faquirs, and is the 
Priaptts of India. Every part of him is prolifick, 
and from him is evidently derived the impure 
worship of Lipgham, which in this woiiL it is not 
necessary to describe* 

• The children of these three primftive gods, 
Brama, Vistnou, and Ishuren, are acknowledged 
as deities of the second rank ; and their children 
i^in of the third* The imaginations and inte- 
rests of the priests have multiplied them infinite* 
ly, and always with the same absurdities. 

The pagodas are divided into three parts ; 
the first is open to every comer ; the second is 
fidl of frightfql idols ; the third the sanctuary 
of the divinity. This last is entered only by the 
priests with their various offerings* The women 
are eager in attending these temples. They 
make pilgrimages to them in crowds, and press 
eageriy around such of the penitents .as devote 
themselves to chastisement, consisUng of cruel 
torments, chains, and even suspending them- 
selves for a length of time over flames of fire. 
Ashes, consecrated by prayer, especially those 
from burnt cow-dung, are the chief ingredients 
used in their purification ; with these they mark 
their faces and anoint themselves : they employ 
them likewise in their exorcisms, in which they 

Vol. XI. Z 
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use a wand to ebase away th« diemoas* Thai 
opinions ai-e by no means uniform on the oatun; 
q£ the soul; the greater pact hold it to be im^ 
mortal and eternal, and that it constitutes a pait 
of Ihe Divinity^ In consequence of tliis tl2e|r 
suppose it to exist in a)l things, even ia plants. 
They believe in. the doctcine of transmigratioiH 
punishments after death> and. a sort of purga* 

The bramtos are tlie superior priests^ and de« 
nve this character from, their birth* Their busi« 
ness is prayer, and the instruction of the people 
in the precepts of religion. . Th^ are. fbrtndden^ 
under pain of death, to reveal their secret doo 
trines to any other than their oym cast. Some 
of these priests live sJone> and others form sod* 
tfties: some of thei;a ai'e rich, othei-s glory ia 
their poverty, and beg, or wait till alms are 
brought .to thenu The signs of their difiereot 
orders are various, consisting of their strings, 
scarfs, and fillets, which are worn across the 
body, or perpendicularly ; the mode of cutting 
the beard and hair, and of covering the feet a 
the coloured ttaces made on their naked fiesh ; 
and, in a word, of a multiplicity of marks and 
badges, which have each their peculiar property, 
and are expressive of a mystical signification. 

India, botli within and beyond the Gangesy 
is the seat of the religion of the bramins, as 
beXbre explained* The people in the vicinity of 
these countries have, on the contrary, for their 
supreme c^ject of worship, a man who, a thou- 
sand years before the .Christian era, publislied 
his false religion among them« While the the- 
ology of the bramins enjoins the adoration of 
Uiree gods, Fo pretended that he himself was 
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€ie Divinity, FhveBted-with tf^lioman nature* The 
Indian deities were invi&ibke to their worshippers, 
bat he announced himself' as the Creator, exist- 
ing corporsdly among mankind, aihd receiving in 
person the homage of his followers. To prepare 
them, however, for his re-appearance in a state of 
youth^ after they tnight have seen him grow oti 
among them-, he proclaitn^-that he should from 
time to time ascend to heaven, and return with 
different features; This tran^fbrmatton takes 
place regalaHy inThibet, the residence of Fo, ai^ 
tke mettopolisbf his i^ligiemi Wtiich is estal^iishi 
*d in Great Tartary from 'ttie west to the east ; 
in China ; at Jttp&i t-tand ir stfppbsed to be spl^ad 
6ve^ a region %\x tiiiws more extensive than that 
ci tihe bramin. We %hall find it also hereafter ill 
the ^eastern pen^sula beyosd the Ganges, th« 
hi«toty of which, as well as in that of the wwi 
tern peninsula, and from the same cause, pr6* 
tents a scarcity of incident, which we shitll endea^^ 
^rtxat to ffl up with, an account of the customs ci 
tlie people in difiereiit ages, which at least' liavm 
i^pericmced thei^ tieitrsitudes. 
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CHAP. XIII. 



De^cri/uion of the Countries sUuaUd U the/artber 
Pemnnda of L^dieu 

THE farther pmtnsula of India isboundedon 
t)ie noithward by an imi^dary line drawn 
about the eastern mouth of the Ganges, to ^ 
bay of Tonquki, in 20 degrees of latitude. But 
as some of the principal kingdoms belonging to 
it lie partly without those limited and uniformitf 
requhes that we shoold give a description of ^ 
country at one time, we shall consider this pe- 
ninsula in a more extended view, so as to .C0»^ 
prise in it the whole of ^hose dominions* Ud4^ 
this wider denomination it is bounded on the 
north hy Thibet luid China ; on the ea^t ef 
y<MKjuin, and the Gulf of Cochin-Cbina ; on Ibc 
touth by the Gulf.of Siam and the Straits ot 
Sunda ; and on the west by th^ 5ay of BepgaJ» 
and the river called tlie Great BramaputtcB, 
which rises in the mountains bounding Thibet, 
and runs southward, separating the countries of 
this peninsula from Hii^ostan and the territones 
of certain rajahs* 

This vast region is rich in fruits, si&s, ctej 
phants, metals, drugs, com, rice, pepper, ana 
oil. Gold and precious stones also abound bert- 

The inhabitants of Azem are handsome aod 
well proportioned ; their soil produces every 
article except com. They wear scan;elf anf 
cjothing, practise polygamy, and pretend ta 
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bare been the inventors of gunpowder, which 
the/ say passed from their territory into Pegu 
and China* Very ancient pieces of artillery have 
been found among them, snd their gunpowder is 
exceHent. 

The inhabitants pay no taxes, and live very 
Bnich at their ease, each liaving a houses and 
commonly an elephant to earry his wives (of 
whom he is allowed four), to each of whimi he 
assigns a peculiar oflice or tiusiiiess in the fatnily* 
They prefer 4ogs' fiesh to dH other provisions ; 
ttid they have the art of making brandy Irom 
Hidr grapes* 

-' When- any man is buried in this country^ alt 
his friends and relations must appear at the fu- 
neral ; and, in laying the body in the ground^ 
they take off their bracelets and throw them into 
Ike grave; being taught to believe, that those 
who have ^not lived virtuously here, want all 
things in the other life, while the good enjoy 
plenty ; and hence it is thought safeit to bury 
withthem what may supply their wants. 
. The kingdom of Tipba has nothing to invtte^ 
foKtgn merchants. There is a gold mine, but 
the metal of it is very impure. The inhabitants 
are much afflicted with goitres. 

In the kingdom trf Arracan lies the pro- 
vince of Bengal, the capital of the British pos«« 
sessions in India* It is more extensive along the- 
coasts than in depth. Buffaloes, elephants, and 
^ers, are fbund here in great numbers, which 
ravage the country ; the soil of which produces 
every thing in abundance,. except wheat and rye* 
The heat of the ctimate is extremely great, ,yet 
when the north-east wind l^ows, it is frequently 
Kttended with a sharp frosU 
Z3 
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The houses are built with the branches t>f psdm^ 
trees €» bamboo-canes i they have many win« 
dows, and we very airy* Those of the licher 
.sort of people have handsome apartments, whtch 
communicate with each other, and are well adapt* 
ed to the purposes for which they are designed. 
The inhabitants sleep on carpets and raats> oo> 
tering ihemselves only with a piece, of linen or 
cotton. The gnmdees are profuse in adorning 
their apartm^its with exquisite articles of fomi* 
ture carved and g^t« There are six hundred pa- 
godas in the metropolis. 

An apartment belonging to the long iscalkd 
the golden-hoU, bemg completely inbud with that 
metal. It contains also a canopy of massive gold, 
'lound which are suspended a hundred ingots of 
gold, each of forty pounds weight ; and also se- 
ven idols the height of a man^ omatnented with 
very large diamonds, the production of the coim- 
try. In the centre of the hall is a square slooV 
two feet ^de, of solid gold, supporting a casket 
covered with precious stones. These jewels 
fUEve occasioned the most sanguinary wars, less 
on account of their vahie, than because thtar pos- 
session was considered as « title of royalty, while 
the empire of the natives existed. The eil>pe- 
ror of Arracan was then styled^ ^ Possessor of 
« the white ele{^ant, and of two ear-nngs ; so- 
** perior to twelve kings, who place their heads 
** under the soles of his feet." The capital is 
situated near a lake, the bank of which can be 
broken to inundate the country, in case of extreme 
danger fpam an enemy. 

Although this climate h cXtremoly hot, the 
inhs^itants wear .a considerable quantity of cfcith- 
ing. The women cover their arms, legs, and 
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keck% with rings, the rattHng of which gives no- 
tice of their approach. For their entertainment 
they have abundance of psovidions, but these are 
neither agreeable to the taste nor the eye* 
t When any person is taken ill the physician is 
sent for^ but the priest is the person on whom 
tl>ey most dependfor a cure. He Erst breathes 
iipoo the patient, repeating a certain number of 
prayers, and if this ceremony do not produce the 
desired effeot, be tells him that he must offer a 
sacrifice to the God of the four winds, wjio is the 
author of all diseases* . T(iis sacrifice must be 
made four times to every wind, unUss he should 
KBCover before the vKhole. ceremony is completed. 
If these offerings prove ineffectual, then the wife 
qr neajPest relation must mak,e a vow to perform 
^ taiagnoy which is done in the follo\ving manner.: 
A chamber must be hung with tapestry, and an 
idol placed upon an altar raised at one end of it ; 
when every thing is ready,, on the day appointed^ 
the pnests, with the sick person's relations, re« 
pair thither, and are entertained with feasting and 
dancing^for^eight days successively* If, after this, 
tlie patient recovers, he is carried to the pagolds, 
where he is anointed 4 but if iie dies, the priests 
assure the r^ations that the offering Mras accept- 
ed by the gods, who only refuse^ him a longer 
life* because they designed him a greater iavour 
by taking him to themselves* 

Their itinerals are attended with cecemonies 
BO less superstitious: the corpse is brought into 
the middle of the house, where the priest walks 
round it^ and says certain prayers, while others 
perfume the place with incense ; and the .&mily 
beat t(pQn.a broad piece of brassi kecking strict 
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watch at the time lest vmy Wack cat should pa** 
over him, for m that case he would be constrsdned 
to rettim to life agatn with ignominy, vsA be dc* 
prived of eternal happiness. Before the teodf is* 
carried out of th6 house a bc^nqoet is made, *aikf 
persons are invited to partake of it. But if ai^' 
of th€se should refuse to accept the invitation, 4t 
woukl cause dreadful Icmentations aimong thelk^ 
roily of the deceased, who consider it as an inftd- 
^le sign that the soul is Condemned to the house- 
of smoke. The coffin is adorned with figures of* 
horses, elephants, eagles, &c. as if to conduct* 
tiie departed ^ui to its destination. 
; In some cases the body is burnt ; in o'^iefs' 
thrown into the river, sometimes evea before the- 
patient has expired, to spare him the languors' 
and sUfiforiogs of illness. These carcases sink ;- 
and rising again, and floating on the surface of ^the 
#ater, arc dfevoured by the birds of prey, which* 
frequent the banks of the river; — a horrible and* 
disgusting spectacle.. 

The inhabitants of Arracan are idolaters, and- 
worship very devoutly their images, which they 
make of clay- and harden in the sun. The idols 
in the temples are so numerous, that one of these 
buildings is reported to contain twenty thousand 
df these deities. In their worship they difier 
Very little from the bramins. They have the 
same orders also and functions among thelr^ 
priests, some living in solitude, others united in 
hierarchy ; the business of this class of men beings 
that of pmyer and instruction. 

It is recorded of an ancient king of Arracan^ 
that he was induced, through superstition, tO'" 
commit one of the most bari>areus acts mentiefi^ 
ed in the annals of history. Having been made 
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to believe tiiat he would not long survive his coro- 
nation, when in the performance of tiiat cerenio* 
ny the high-priest was in the act of placing the 
diadem upon his head, be stopped him, and re- 
luted for twelve years to suffer the ceremony to 
kp conipIete<U At length he consulted a famous 
Mohammedan magician on the prosier means of 
overturning the threatened misfortune. The 
wretch, who rejoiced in the destruction of those 
who differed from himself in religion, told him he 
laust make a composition of the hearts of six 
thousand of his idoUitrous subjects, four tliou- 
tand white cows, and two thousand pigeons ; and 
^lat he must also build himself and inhabit a 
house, the foundations of which rested on preg- 
nant women* The monster listened attentively 
tf> the advice of the mussuln^an, complied with 
the injunction, and it is said the lives of eighteen 
thousand human beings were sacnEced for the 
purpose of preserving his own. 
• The kingdom of Pegu is separated from th« 
mountains, inhabited by the Burmas, by two large 
nvers, which flow from Thibet. These periodi- 
cally inundate the surrounding country, as the 
Nile does Egypt, and diffuse the same fertility. 
The tide on the coast flows in with the swiftness 
of an arrow, and returns with prodigious force. 
The ancient capital, Pegu (but the seat of govern- 
ment is now removed to Ava), was eighteen miles 
in circumference, and though at present the re- 
sidence of a viceroy, is only inhabited by a small 
number of people. There are two. temples, one 
of which is constantly shut, and the other always 
cpen. In the first there is an idol, in a reclin- 
ii^ posture, thirty feet in length* They say he 
hjfci slept six thousand years; and will only awak^ 



d by Google 



2€S (iri>iA. . 

to destroys the world. The Pegiians are distin- 
guislied from the Burmas, who have subdued 
them^ by a cuBtotn prevalent among the latter 
of pricking themselves with a bodkin, into the 
fnincturesof which they rub powdered chapcoftl, 
and thus imprint on their skins indelible figures 
which are visible through their transparent mus« 
Mn garments* 

The king inherits all the property of those who 
have no children, and the third part of the pro- 
perty (^ those who have. They pray to the evil 
spirit, and make him offerings, particularly dur- 
ing their sickness. They depend more on their 
suppiicafiohs to him not to harm them than "On ^ 
physfciflfAs* 

Like other Indians the Peguans acknowledge- 
one stipreme deity. Their three inferior gods 
have different appellations from those of the bfa* 
minsand the people of Arracan ; and their subal- 
terns are very numerousi The talapoinsj wfto 
^ipose the worship of the evil spirit msdce a vow 
of celibacy, and eat only once a-day. When' 
the pttKhice of the lands round their temples' 
h not suffidient for their maintenance, they 
send their novices in search of more. These 
young candidates are extremely modest in the ex- 
ecution of their duty ; they present themselves' 
at a doer, and give three gentle strokes on a little 
drum which they carry about with them. If the 
door is not opened, they repeat their.taps ; and, if 
no one then appears, they go away without say- 
ing any thing. It seldom happens, however, that 
they are suffered to depart without first receiv- ^ 
ing fruit, vegetables, rice or roots, which are' 
their only articles of nourishment ; for they are 
hcdd in great veneration on account -of their ex* 
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tmf^ Itvet. They ^^tise all thevirtiies which 
^hey recommend. They deliver discoucses on the 
tDoral virtues otice in every week tQ the populace, 
5vhom they ensemble by the aound of the drann 
Tliey never engage in religioud disputes* and adi) 
tnil of universal toleration : God» say they^ takes 
pleaBure in variety. They have a high-priest^ at 
whose death his funi^al is most mag;iiifiicentiy 
^^elebrated. 

The Peguaua never repair an old temple. In 
September In every year there is a custom for 
men of fortune to play off sky-rockets ; if any of 
these falls to the ground) and spends its fire with*- 
out rising, the owner is dejected) believing that 
the deities are offended with him ; but if it flies 
to a considerable height, he takes it for an infalli-^ 
ble sign of bis being in favour with the gods, and 
never fails to build a new church, which he dedi- 
i:ates to the divinity he adores : and when it is 
finished, certain priests, whose temples are gone 
to decay, remove their images into it, and take 
possession of it. 

The first kings^of P6gu reigned in the seventh 
century, and they were once extremely powerful. 
The founder of the monarchy was a fisherman* 
lie began by rendering himself master of a small 
district, from which himself and h'ls predecessors, 
during a period of six centuries, extended their 
power to such a degree as to subjugate nineteen 
kingdoms to their dominions. Such was the 
empire of Pegu when the Portuguese sent an am* 
bassadoi' thither, in the year 1519. The prince, 
with whom they formed a treaty, was assassinat- 
ed, and the king of the fiurmas, his tributary, 
took advantage of this event to usurp the throne^ 
His subjectSf habituated to a life of hatxiships» 
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ttMly subdued the Peguans, who werie pJuhgtd 
in luxury. 

• The Burma rnonarchs led both thdr old and 
new subjects successiveljr agunst the kingdoms 
of Arracan, Ava^ and Siam. The most renown- 
ed emperor of Pegu was Chaumigren)) who 
flourished in 1567* This prince, to prevent the 
possibility of rebellion from the khigs whose 
thrones he had usurped, extirpated their whole 
race* When he had taken Shemindoo, a prince 
who had lawfully defended his crown, he caus- 
ed him to be beheaded, and his body to be cat 
into four pieces* These, with the head) he ex* 
posed a whole day, that every one might see him 
and be certain of his death. - The ensuing day, 
on a signal of a bell tolled five times, tweKe men, 
clothed in black robes, stained with blood, and 
their faces veiled, followed by twelve priests, 
come out of the house ,near the scaffold* After 
them walked Chaumigrem's uncle, who, in bis. 
nephew's name, asked pardon of Shemindoo's 
mangled limbs for what had passed, offering tp 
return him the kingdom, or to do homage for 
it, and govern in the quality of his lieut^iant. 
One of the priests replied to this discourse in the 
name of the deceased : '^ Since the king confes- 
** ses his ^ult, I foi^ive him, and assign him the 
" power of governing in my stead, according to 
« the dictates of justice." A magnificent fu- 
neral was then prepared for him. And thus 
Chaumi^rem tranquilliased his conscience for the 
perpetration of the murder* This emperor died 
in the year 1583. 

After his death the most horrible civil wars 
arose in the kingdom, during which the people 
endiu'ed all the evils of a drcadful famine* The 
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^S^UktGgbffXt Pegtk, UHbly so powerfo], passed 
under the dominion of those who had before 
H^ subject to~it; being tributary to Arracah 
ift B06, and to Ava ih 1613. 
' A Portugese nkpied) Britos^ ortginsdiy a coaK 
mfchant, erected a kingdom on the coast, in 
^ikh he ihade a harbour, called Sinan. But 
he did not dare to assume the titie of king in his 
^efeoufse with the Portuguese ; but was con- 
tented with writing himself to the viceroy of 
Goa, ^ Goverhbr of Siriah and Pegu, conquer-. 
^tdlSy Britos." His ambition soon knew no 
bdmids, and drew upon himself the indigna- 
tkm of the sovereign of Aval, who had become 
nias'cer of Pegu; he besieged the Portuguese 
chief in Ws fortress, took 'him prisoner, and im- 
|iafed him alive. Pegu, notwithstanding its re-' 
Seated revolutions, still retains the title of king- 
ioxsim It is known under that denomination, of 
^«^teVer natic^ the prince may be by whom it 
iS governed, Whether of Arracan, Ava, Burma, 
w'Rgu. 

The kingdom of Ava is of great extent ; and 
fiofii the features of tfie inhabitants, as well as 
fiotia several of their customs, it has been sup- 
posed by traVeirers and historians that they de- 
rive their origin frorti the Chinese. Their go- 
Vehimeht is well conducted. Each governor 
c^oitespbiids with a minister, who every day 
ttatis'itiits aiV accouttt to the council of whatever 
OccUts in the. provinces. The king is present, 
though conceded, at these Mttings. He signs 
every ddlth-warratit, the form of which is: 
'^Let the convicted no loiiger tread the earth 
" with his feel*" The criming is then thrown^ 
tJ6 elephsd^td, trained for the pWp6se, and 'bf 
Vol. XL 2 A 
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them torn to pieces. Crimes liot deemed p- 
pital are punished with banishment For a limitea 
lime into the forest ; whence, if the delinquent 
has the good fortune to escape the elephant and 
tigers, after the expiration of the term he is 
allo.vcd to return. The lender of money is 
sure of recovering it. If there be no other re- 
source,* the debtor and his family are sold ; the 
lender has a right to buy them as slaves, and to 
treat them according to his own pleasure. 

Ordeals are resorted to in cases vrhere J)roof 
is wanting. The calumny which arraigns a vm 
of dishonesty, or a woman of misconduct, if it 
be contained in but a single word, is not regarded 
with indifference ; the offender must make good 
the accusation, submit to the trial, or be punished. 
Slighter differences are Ynade up by the priests, 
who oblige the parties to accept of food from 
each other's' hand ; this is the mark of recon- 
ciliation. It is an act of justice to allow the 
priests of Ava- the praise of being humane, 
charitable, and hospitable. They i-eceive poor 
travellers, and provide them with clothing and 
nourishment : if they are sick, they detain them 
till they recover, and then give them letters of 
recommendation to g^n admittance from con- 
vent to convent, to the end of tlieir journey. 

The king of Ava spends the .whole morning io 
administering justice. As soon as he has dined, 
a trumpet is sounded, and a herald proclaini* 
leave to all the kings of the earth to take their 
repast, as the emperor of Ava, their sovereign, 
has finished his. He claims the title of " King 
** of kings ; the relation of the gods,; the bro- 
« ther to the sun ; the near relation of the moon 
« and stars; the absolute master of the fluxaP^ 



d by Google 



INDIA, sffir 

*« reflux of the sea ; king of the white elephant, 
"and of the twenty-four umbrellas or crowns." 
The troops are only armed and paid In times of 
)rar. The rank ot the officers is distinguished 
by the leng;th of their pipes, and the number of 
'joints into which the tubes are divided. 

Laos It surrounded on all sides by mountains' 
covered with forests, which serve as ramparts to 
secure it^ arid break the force of rapid torrents 
that descend fh>*m their summits into the plains. 
'The^e streams here drain into one large river, 
which is said to be prevented from overflowinir 
to b^ka by a causeway, fifteen or sixteen feet 
Sgh, constructed along its side. The river be- 
'l^lSs to swell in May, and continue^ to increase, 
■yet without mtermpdng commerce^ or the tran«- 
iportatiori of merchandize. It is much safer at 
these times to sailagainst the stream than witli 
it; for in the latter case the currem is so rapid, 
that the vessels seem to fly as swift as an arrow 
out of a bow, and by the violence of the motion 
ure often ovcFset. For this reason, when they 
' arrive at a certain part of the river, it is neces- 
sary to unload the vessel, destroy one part of it, 
• and make use of vniggons to convey the com- 
niodlties for the space of three miles over-land | 
while the bargeman employs ten days in hauling 
' up the residue of the vessel through the falls by 
his own exertions. 

' Southern Lao, or Lanjan, takes its name from 
the great number of elephants with which the 
country abounds ; the word signifyiag properly,* 
*' thousands cf elephants." It produces preciou3 
stones, metals, medicinal plants, undecaying 
timber, and the best rice in the world. This 
ibaracter, however, is said to be applicable only 
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to the |Nut fyiDg east of the great lirer yf^ajA 
traverses the ktngdom. Oa the western side^ 
the trees are stunted and ilI-grown> and the me 
hard and difficulty to boil. Even the elephi^ 
and rhinoceros experience the efiects of this #> 
ference of the soil : in the eastern part these tlA- 
mals are larger aiyl stronger than in the western. 
It is also said, that fish in tempting to pass a ce^ 
tain line of demarcation in the river, instantl/ 
die, whether in endeavouring to ascend the riw 
or to descend* Ivpry is very common here, bdt 
the Lsaians reckon it less valuable th^ the horn 
of the rbincceiM^ <o viUclr t|iey attyihute the 
virtue of bringing gopd fimune* Red aittlW»* 
found ill th« IbresUt ajt ^he foot of eld wmP^ 

ksbalm, the ant fashions its laKk», fu^i the wdd 
goat yields his nitisk to the Imoler) wbjch he 
sells in the. eotmtry for mtoe than ll9 yf^l^^ ^ 
silver. 

The Lanjans are humane, civil, and oWJgH'gs 
their usual food is rice ; they wear clothing, W 
decoi^e their bodies with marks imprinted wi^b 
a hot iron. The won^ea wear more ^^^^f^ 
than the men* Their marriages sure aolemnisrf 
in the presence of the oldest couple that can ^ 
found, who have lived in perfiect union ; in their 
presence the "bride and liidegroom promise to 
live the same till separated by death* 

These people arc free from deceit, and of grea^ 
integrity, never breaking their promise. This 
character they are anxious to acquire, since tbey 
generally covet things belonging to others, afld 
when they see any thing that pleases their is^7 
they never cease importuning the owner till they 
©btain it. There are, notwithstanding, nothicvci 
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- in the kihgdom. When any robbery is commit" 
tedj the most diligent search is made for the of- 
fender, and if he be not discovered, the nearest 
totvn or village is obIig;ed to indemnify thh injur* 
^ party. They are greatly addicted to witch* 
craft, and have a notion, that if the head of an 
f lephant be rubbed with wine, in which is mixed 
a drop or two of human gall, the beast will be« 
<:<Hne more robust, ami his owner more courage- 
cots. To gratify this conceit, the great people 
sometimes, but rarely, employ desperate ruffians, 
who, for considerable reward, will go into the fo* 
rest to hunt men ; and the first they meet with, 

. tbey open his stomach, while yet alive, and takb 
out the. gall-bladder ; they then cut off his liead, 
to convince the more savage pui^chaser that they 

: have not deceiveid him. 

On the birth of a chiW, the family and rela- 
tions meet, to divert themselves with dancing, 
and other kinds of merriment, in order to drive 
^way the sorcerers, and prevent them from mak* 

< ing the woman lose Ker milk, and the child from 
being injured by their enchantments. 

When any relation dies, a feast is made among 
his family Ibr a month ; during which, hymns* 
adapted to the occasion, are repeated ; by means 
of these the soul, as they say, is taught the way 
to heaven, lest it should stray into those un- 
known regions. After the expiration of the 
nionth, a curious pyramid is raised, according 
to the quality of the deceased, embellished witli 

• an indefinite number of ornaments. After they 
have deposited the corpse in it, they set fire to it, 
and reduce it to ashes ; these are careforyf; 
gathered, and carried into one of the temples, 
which are filled with sumptucuo monument^ in 
2 A 2 
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^he erection of which the richest iokaliiiiants ex- 
pend enormous suras of money. After this cere- 
mony they give themselves no more conceit! 
about the deceased ; believing that the soui has 
• then reached its final destination. 

It is supposed, that in very early periods the 
Lanjans lived under a.republick, and acksovr 
ledged their belief in one God only ^ but tliat 
when kings were chosen, they becacoe tainted 
with the superstitions of their neighbours, and 
this one God became nothing mora than a 
sort of commander of many others. After thia 
change the doctrine of Shaka, who is the Foof 
Thibet, spread among them, being es^blished 
there by mesuis of the preaching, the zeal, aiid 
the interest of the takipoins^ who are very nu- 
merous. These priests are divided into throe 
•classes: the first devote themsdves to the study 
of the origin of things, or speculative reli^m^ 
the second teach the wiH^ship promulgated b^ 
Shaka ; and the third endeavour to reconcile 
the two others. These are called the ccMicor- 
dants or illuminated. 

They believe that the earth is eternal ; that it 
had already sustained several rc^^oiutions by 
water, and will experience many more : the last 
of which will be by fire. The present race of 
mortals, say they, derive their origin from a god 
who descended from heaven for that purpose, 
but who at length grew weary, and sighed afto: 
the celestial abodes which he had forsaken. 
The gods refused to admit him again to their 
society, but granted him a knowledge of their 
secrets, and the enjoyment of everlasting bliss. 
Four gods then governed the world : but three 
ef them> fiitigued with these cai^es^ withdrew to 
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lead a trAB^uil life. The burthen fell on 5haka» 
. whose empire is destined to be destroyed by an 
.impostor, a species of Anti-christ, who will ovcr- 
Fthmvr the templeSf break the slatiies, bum the 
tooks, persecute all religions, especially that of 
;Shaka^ and will establish one entirely different 
i£pom any of those anterior to his own time* 

The priests of Laos are called Talapoins : they 

^embrace a religious life at an early age. When 

. a talapoin has been properly examined, and ad- 

»init<^ into the number, he seeks the protection 

and patronage of some wealthy magistrate. The 

.person thus chosen presents the novice with rich 

, habits ; and on a day appointed, oix!ei*s his best 

.^epbant to be pompously harnessed: the novice 

moanta the animal, and issues forth at the head 

.oC the principal lords of the city, munificently 

. dressed, when they proceed, followed by a muK 

r^tude of people, through the principal streets, to 

the temple, where the novice is to make bis pro- 

.leadon. A feast is then given, which lasts three 

days, and during which the revelry is carried to 

^the greatest excess. At these periods no distinc* 

tion of rank is observed; a man of quality does 

iiot faentate to sit at table with one of the lowest 

.ckiss of the people. 

The talapoin, after this inauguration, 'may re« 
turn to a secular state ; many of them marry, and 
-live with their wives as long as the wealth lasts 
which they amassed in their ecclesiastical state ; 
and when their stock is exhausted they quit their 
'families, and retire again to their convents, 
where they are admitted without opposition. 

The talapoins wear a short cassock of yellow^ 
Imn; girt a&out them with red cloth. They 
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. go with the feet and the right arm bare, carrf* 
ing a&n, with some device, to denote their mnk. 
They shave their heads at the new and full moon. 
They rise at a certain hour, and before the sun is 
very high walk out in couples very modestly, and 
with profound silence ; they then separate, to beg 
alms in different parts of the city. They retuwi 
to refresh themselves ; and, after their meals, 
sleep an hour before they go to their respective 
exercises. As long as they remain in the ordcfi 
all commerce with the fair sex is forbidden* 
Their sermons, which are regular compositions, 
constantly turn upon five precepts ; which are». 
prohibitions to kill, to lie, to steal, t9 drink wine, 
and to contract an intimacy with a neighbour's 
wife. Their manner ofpreaching is plain^ their 
style simple, their delivery without gesticulation. 

The king visits the temples at a stated time, 
and never goes without making a present. The 
luxury displayed at his court is imitated by the 
governors of pix)vinces, and all those in publick 
.employments, according to their dignity* . These 
are known by boxes more or less valuable, which 
.are carried after them by their servants*. AH 
.property belongs to the king. He leaves the 
furniture to those whom he wishes to favour, 6a 
the death of their relations, and he distributes the 
lands to others* 

The kingdom of St^^, situated between the 
7th and 1 9th degree of latitude, and between the 
1 1 5th and 1 2 1 st degrees of longitude, is surround- 
^ed by a chain of high mpdntains, which sepa- 
rates it from Laos* The sea-coasts are interspers- 
ed with valleys, and indifferent harbours; and 
near the coast are a numbelr of islands, some of 
which are tributary to this kingdom. The river 
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- lfe<)4m%W8 thrcNigh the c^ntty, and produces 
^CMme fertility as thp Hile bestows on Egypt* 
Jl fe f)ayig9b}e for ^ip^s of three or fqur hundi^ 
lQtt9 burthen ; and it brings forth crocodiles of a 
y^ Sf2e. But Siam is npt only indebted to this 
-Sw for, fertility, but sometimes for its safety 
^igaSnst fnreig^p invaders. In 1587, the vast ar- 
iRy of Pegvt, which besieged the capital, was 
il^id^ly surpii^ed by the inundation, and the 
•gi^er p?w:t of it destroyed. 
. The country of Siam ipay bp cR?i<ted into the 
cultivated and th^ uncultiy^itcd toids. The lat- 
^^fcrp^by siiid» the laiger part, and are cover- 
^ with £breBt8, whidx afford wood of all Mnds^ 
tm) among others tiic ipon wood, v^ry heavy 
'Mdtmi|^ i;tf ^tdneh ihe native midte their aiu 

The Siainese reckon only thre^ masons in the 
year, the winter, little sutnmer, and great gum- 
tter. The first lasts during the months of De- 
cember and January^ the second season is com- 
posed of the three following xhonths, and the 
other seven form the great summer. Thus their 
winter happens nearly at the same time with ours ; 
tat it is as hot as our warmest suriimer ; and they 
always cover their garden plants against the heat 
o£ the sun, as we do against the severity of win- 
ter nights. 

The most important city is Bankok, atanding 
not far fjrom the mouth of the river of that namcj^ 
and fortiBed* By following the coast, the An- 
daman islands come into sight, the inhabitants 
of which will swim to, ~and board ships which ave. 
passing, in defiance of the greatest dangers. Th^ 
natives Qf4he Nicobar islands zre very eager to 
Qbtw iroui which may be advantageously ex^ 
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changed with themr The women shave tfidr 
heads and keep tliem entirely uncovered. Theh^ 
appears the peninsula of Malacca : the port of the 
same name is one of the finest in all India. Next 
to Goa, and Ormus, the city of Malacca was for- 
merly the handsomest in Asia : it was the em- 
porium of the trade Of China and Japan ; and tite 
key to the commerce carried on through the 
straits of Sunda. At Malacca, a race of men axt 
swd to exist, who can only see at night. Ma- 
lacca is the capital- of the kingdom of Tohor* 
One of the monarchs of this country having rei^ 
dercd himself very unpopular, -was «Wgcd tosctf 
refoge in the woods. He was followed, and del- 
pairing of any mercy, slew his wives and children, 

• but wanted courage to give himself thc^^s^ ***^* 
His page, astonished at his cowardice, said to 
him, « What ! do >^u prefer dying by the hand 

-** of A slave, to meeting death like a prince ^i 
- " am innocent, and have a right to expect tnat 
-« my life may be spared;. but I wSrtcach you 

" how to die." He instantly plunged a poniam 

into his bosom, and the king followed his ex* 

ample. 

One of their princes, who had abdicated the 

throne on account of some misconduct, proposed 

• U>. resume the government ; but his-subjects mad^ 
him this reply ; " You are too religious to be a 

: ** good king : you may retire. We will const- 
< " der how we shall dispose of the crown." Th*y 

• put him and hisJ&imiiy on board a vessel, w»J" 
abundance of wealth, and sent them to a neigh* 
touring island, where he was received as sove- 
reign. 

The Siamese are mild, modest, and submis- 
Aive ; they may be made slaves for debt, as w©U 
as for criipes ; but slavery is with them onfy ^ 
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t^iU:dofnestick service. Thej have no nobilitf, 
^pd (be ouly privileged people are those who are 
&itni8fied with some post under govemmept. 
TSej show .great respect and veneration for old 
%fi. The practice of publicTt begging is consi- 
^^ as disgraceful, |iT)d theft more so: they 
^i^ort their poor relations from the dread that 
^^ should be reduced to ask alms* 
, The stature, physiognomy, and dress of the 
Siainese, resemble, in a great degree, those of the 
i)fiighbouring nations. As the climate is extreme- 
'7 hot, they wear but few clothes. Their houses 
4^ raised upon piles on account of the iounda- 
^&s, and arc of a very siipple construction. All 
^i^ds of provisions are very cheap here. They 
j^d an idle life : eating, playing, smoking, sleep- 
8Jg, .and parading the sti*eets to see dancers and 
jugglers, are their principal occupations. The 
women entirely manage the household affairs. 
Thrir ordinary conveyance on account of the in- 
undations, is a boat made of a single tree : some 
of these are thirty or forty yards long, and will 
carry from ^ hundred to a hundred and twenty 
lowers. They glide along with the swiftness of 
an arrow : and it is in these vehicles that the rich 
display their magnificence. 

They have two languages, one, of which is 
scarcely knonin to any but their priests. That 
wfoch is generally made use of resembles very 
pearly the Chinese. They are quick and accu- 
rate arithmeticians, and they study the planets as 
astrologers, though they sometimes go farther 
into this science, and calculate eclipses. In 
affairs of business they are very honest : gold is 
aa article of merchandize among them ; silver 
h coined, but it is of small value i small shells 
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called c6D^He&9 gatheml on tlie ^!k>res oTfiie Md^ 
^v'e islahds, ait thfe cUirent money of the coun* 
tiy- 

The Siamese bury th^ir dfea^ iH wboddn toi- 
fins ; but sometimes they rtikke use of lc.aden 
oheS) which they sel on a high place atid bum 
]>errumes under thcrtii Evfery night> fcr some 
time, the talapbihs come to sing hymns on the 
occasion, for which they are paid. The pl2U:e 
'fin* burning tlie corpse is in the fields, near some 
temple, where a square spot is chosen, and h sur« 
rounded i^th a bamboo enclosure^ resembling aa 
arboun It is adorned with the figures of aB 
Idnds of utensils, which are mtended for the use 
of the deceased in the next worid, v^here these 
figurei are supposied to become the things which 
they rep^sent. Ih the midst of this enclosure 
the funeral pile is tirade x>f odoriferouis wood ; and 
if the deceased was rich, a scafRDlding is erected 
<^a considerable height, on which earth is laid^ 
send above that th^ wood. On the morning of 
the day appointed^ the body is carried thither 
with the sound of instruments, attended by the 
family and friends of the deceased, dress^ in 
white. When they arrive at the place, tha corpse 
is taken out of the coffiil and laid upon the piler 
then the taiapbm^ si Ag for the space of a quarter 
of an hour, and retire ; after which ceremonf 
the slAi\V8 and fire-work^ begin. About noon a 
servant of the talapbins sets fire to the pHe, which 
bums for two hours, yiet only roasts the body 
i^thbut consuming it. At a futieral of a pritice 
of the blood, or a great lord, the kin'^ hlmdelf 
sets fire to the pile, by a rocket sent along a rope 
fh>m the palace to the pile. The famHy enlef- 
tath the compahy attending the burial^ and ht 
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poor inter their dead without burning then)} of 
expose them in th# fields on a scafibld, to be de- 
voured by birds of prey. The Siamese never 
burn the bodies of criminals executed, infants 
^till-born, women who die in child-bed, nor those 
who destix>y themselves, or perish by thunder, 
or any such extraordinary accidents ; believing 
that misfortunes of this kind never happen to the 
innocent. 

The Siamese pray to the dead, so far hack 
as their great-great-grandfather ; supposing their 
jnore I'emote ancestors to be so dispersed by suc- 
cessive transmigrations, that they cannot hear 
or attend to their prayers. It does not appear 
that they have any notion of a First Cause, the 
Creator of all : nor do they acknowledge any 
'primitive legislator. They erect temples to the 
memory of certain men, concerning whom they 
believe a thousand fables, which the superstition 
of their ancestors has invented. They do not 
think that one nation ought to extirpate another, 
because it happens to profess a different religion. 
They have no idea of the existence of a faith and 
tvorship which ought to be a feuide to the people 
of all natioiis. Their priests do not maintain 
that a person shall be punished for denying their 
traditions. They are willing to believe all other 
religions, how incomprehensible soever, to be 
true J but cannot be persuacled that their own is 
false. Yet they do not affirm that the doctrine 
which they hold is delivered from heaven, or 
has comi^ from the infallible source 6f truth* 
They hold it to be coeval with man, and to have 
been written by 5ome persons endowed with ex- 
. traordinary kfiowledge, but who never sinnedj or 
Vol. XL . 2B 
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were capable of being deceived* although they 
do not give them the character of inspiration* 

The morality of the Siamese is comprehended^ 
like that of the Lanjans, in five precepts, incul* 
cated by the talapoins, who in the former coun* 
try, have some duties which are peculiar to them* 
selves, and which have no reference essentially to 
their institution. To instruct in the schools, and 
preach continence, are among their strictest ob- 
servances. There exists a great degitje of suboi^ 
dinalion among them. Their temples are crowned 
with pyramids, and filled with monstrous statues* 
The founder of their religion was a very holy per- 
sonage, who distributed all his possessions among 
the poor, that he might devote himself entirely to 
the occupations of study, iasting* and prayer. 

The laws of Siam are very sexere, and their 
punishments cruel, and as nearly as possible 
proportioned to the different crimes* The mouth 
is sewed up for having talked too much, and is 
slit for not having revealed what it ought* The 
head is gashed with a sabre for not having exe* 
cuted a given order ; this they call rousing the 
memory* The shame of punishment does not 
endure beyond the moment. The most usuld 
chastisement is that of flagellation, to which 
the women are also liable* When it is inflicted 
by order of the king, the offenders show the scars 
with great complacency, ** because the king has 
** done them the honour of thinking of them*" 
It is not easy to believe that this extravagant 
servility prevails throughout a whole nation* 

The king of Siam is absolute : his subjects are 
afraid of appearing rich, and bury whatever 
they have of value in the earth, from the ienv of 
being searched for their treasures* The horror 
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of the Siamese at an effusion of blood renders 
them unfit for war* When they are in the pre. 
sence of an enemy, they fire too high, lest they 
should kifl : if) however, the foe approach, they 
fire lower; it is his fault, they sayi for having 
put himself within gun-shot. 
'. The first king of Siam of whom we have any 
aothentick account, was able to bring into the 
field an asmy of four hundred thousand meuy 
and four thousand elephants, against two neighs 
bonring kings, whose respective forces required 
this e0brt. The Siamese completed this number 
in twelve days ; for he issued a proclamation, im« 
porting, that every man under sixty years of age, 
who should not enrol himself, should be burned 
iriive* This monarch was, nevertheless, esteemed 
Mvy highly on. account of<his excellent qualities* 
^e commanded his expec^ion in person, which 
proved successfiil ; but during his ^absence the 
queen proved fiedthless to bis bed, and to avoid 
the shame which would necessarily attend p^ j^J 
|khe discovery, of her crime, she poisoned 1545.* 
him and married her gallant. 
( The king of Camboja, indignant at the con* 
duct of the 4idulterous queen, . entered ' into an 
ilgreement with the principal persons of Siam, 
hy which they caused her and her new spouse to 
he put to death, and in her place raised to the 
i^m>ne ^ t^apcHn, one of the late king's rela- 
tions*. 

These events produced considerable ^ jy 
eonf^isioQ, and the king of Burma invad- 154^.* 
cd Siam with an army of eight hundred 
Ihousand men, a thousand pieces of cannon, and 
five- thousand elephants* The talapoin monarch 
4efpDded himself with valour and skill ; till the 



d by Google 



300 XiTMA. 

kiDg of Burma was recalled to Pegti) oq aeeounft 
of a rebellion in his own domkiions. Hk sac^ 
Cesaor, Chaumigrem, reconuneaced the enteN 
prise against Slam i which he subdued, and made 
the kingdom ti4tiiitary^ carrj-ing awa3r the- queea 
to Pegu, with her two sons Ihe white aBdWack 
Imnces* These princes, however, in- course of 
time, ascended the throne of their native c^hiih 
try ; the black prince first, and after him. his bro* 
theiv History records many cruekiee perpetral<?d 
by Iheae two sovereigns,- aa well as many gen^ 
ions and laudable actions* The white prince it 
accused of condemning hts only son^ a young 
man of great pronfiise, to be put to death for- a 
slight suspicion. This inhuman-deed occasioned 
disturbaiM^ which continued a great length of 
time bi^auae the succesaon was inverted* 
Among th« legitimate heh^ there were soma 
usurpers. By this rivalry the kingdom F&mained 
ii a state of perpetnaf war, until the reig» rf 
Chaw Pasa Thong, who, from being a servant 
of the crown,, opened himself a . way to the 
throne. 

A. D. ^® entered wi^h an armed fbrce inta 
163r. ^*^« palace, aad obHged the king to flee for 
redi^ into the temple, whence Ghaw Fasa 
Thong led him back prisoner, and declared him 
fallen from the throne, and unfit to reigw- The 
usurper compelled the daughter of the-depased 
king to marry him, and by her he had two chil^ 
dren- He had also a daughter by a former wfe% 
whom he tenderly loved, and who died in a sliort 
time after he had seiaed. the l*eins of govern- 
TOcnt. The fiineral of this princess was con- 
flucted in the most Siumptuoas manner. Atnoag 
^her cercmonies> all the la<He»of rank wha«f 
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as mourners were obliged to weep 
fWdays aBd two nights: if fatigue or sleep 
taused them to relax in thia duty, there were 
-some others among them fuiiMshed with whips, 
who revived the source of their tears. Under 
a pretence that this favourite daughter had been 
poisoned, Chaw Pasa Thong slaughtered all 
the relattons of the late sovereign ; besides three 
jIhoQsandpersons of the first families of the king- 
dom, whom he accused of being privy to the 
■murder,' but which was a mere pretext l» re- 
move those whom he feared. He reigned 
thirty years, and was succeeded by his sen Chaw 
' Naraya. 

The new king was mild, moderate, and ^ j^ 
equitable. There was no reasonable fit- lesr. 
vour which a man of probity might not 
expect from him. He never dismissed, unre- 
warded, tliose who exerted themselves for the 
pabHck good. He engaged only in one war, and 
that was as an auxiliary to the king of Cambojd, 
•who had been driven from his throne by one of 
his relati(Mis. The usurper was supported by the 
4ting of Cochin-Cbina. The council of Siam re- 
presented to Chaw Naraya, that he could not 
send a sufl&cient number of troops to hope for 
success ; and that his zeal for a fiiend would ex- 
pose his own empire to danger. He resolutely 
replied, " These reasons are weak. The glory 
** which Uie king of Siam will acquire by pro- 
** tectlng an unfortunate priftce, his ally, from 
"whom he has nothing to expect, will recom- 
<* pense him for all his tosses." 

He had a Greek at his court named Faulkon, 
. in whom the king discovered talents for govern- 
ing unknown to the Siamese. To this man the 
3JB3 
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kiog ga^e his whole confidence^ with MjMKft 
the favourite was satislted and would accept of 
no place of reward. At this period the French 
missionaries were greatly in favour at the cimrt; 
tMit in the pHvileges which the monarch g^^anted 
them, he thought (Hdy of the good of his king*- 
dom, of extending its commerce, of dtaciplining 
his troopSy and of fortifying its cities ; with the 
means of doing which, a solid aitianee with 
France furnished him« 
A.t). Faulkon also for a considerable time 
168a hftd only these objects in view; but in the 
course of time, the cabals which were 
formed at court led him to think of his own inte* 
rest* The king had two children ; s daughter, 
heir to the thftMRe) and a natui^ son,' named 
Prapye, whom he loved very much, and to 
whom he granted all tl^i exterior marks of royalty* 
The missionaries had gained over Prapye, who 
openly iHX>ieased the Christian religion, to tte 
great offence of persons of all rai^s* The in- 
dignation of the peo{de on account of the 
prince's apostacy, fell upoo Faulkon, who was 
very intimate with the missionaries. Threi^en- 
ed by a furious tempest, which the king s de- 
clining health might render it extremely difficult 
for him to ^vrithstand, he persuaded the monarch 
to receive the French into Merghi and Bankok, 
his two principal fortresses, and the keys of 
tbQ empire ; and to convert them into a sort of 
academy, in which the Siamese might be trained 
to the military art, and instructed in the Euro- 
pean sciences. This counsel being approved 
and adopted, appealed to inspire the favourite 
with some confidence ; but its execution acce* 
ler^ed his ruin* 
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[)g the chief persons at coort was Pit 
tracha, a great mandarin, who had sufficient 
address to excite a g;enei-al cKscoatent through 
the country. The king was seized with a dan- 
gerous illness, and Pitracha, who before had 
never openly betrayed the least ambition be* 
yotid that of the happiness of a private life^ 
became suddenly veiy active in affaii's relating 
to the state. The king had obliged him, ap- 
parently against his own inclination, to accept 
the command of the elephants and horses, 
which was a post of importance, and which he 
filled with honour. The monarch considered 
him as his friend^ and granted him free access 
to the palace at all hours. Taking advantage 
of this familiarity, he sent, as from the sick 
king, for Prapye, his son, and in the monarch^ 
chamber he entered into a dispute with him 
OD his change of religion, fell upon him, and, 
notwithstanding the cries and endeavours of 
the prince, killed him. ^ 

This murder had been preceded by the death 
vf Faulkon, inflicted in the most savage man- 
ner that ai't could devise. Next, by dint of arti- 
fice, and protestations of fidelity and devotion to 
their service, the great mandarin contrived to 
draw the king's two brothel's to Louvo, wherfe 
he caused them to be enclosed in a sack, and 
beat to death with clubs of sandal wood, in 
compliance with a law of Siam which forbids 
the shedding of the blood of its princes* This 
was the last act of the tragedy, as the king died 
of his illness about the same time. Pi- ^ j^ 
tracha ascended the vacant throne, and i690. 
immediately negociated with the Frendi 
for their departure* The Siamese furnished 
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them with three frigates, and the necessary pro" 
visions for this purpose^ and they accordingly 
quitted the kingdom. In this manner ended 
the long and expensive expedition of the French 
to Siam, undertaken with the hope of establish^ 
ing themselves there, and of converting the 
king and inhabitants to the Catholick religion. 

Pitracha reigned only a short time ; but dur^ 
ing that period he contrived to gain the affec- 
tion of his subjects : his respect for religion at- 
tached to him the talapoins, who thought 
they discovered in him a heart truly Siamese^ 
filled witl) esteem for his own nation, and con* 
tempt for every other. He attempted by every 
means in his power, and by the exercise of flic 
most shocking cruelties, to extirpate Christianity 
from his dominions, but without effect. 
^ ]^ Pitracha was succeeded by his son* 
ifoo. ^ho married his father's widow, and 
who died after a short reign, nootinating 
his second son for his successor. When, how- 
even the father died, the favoured prince re- 
signed to his elder bix>ther his right to the 
•throne, on condition of succeeding him if he 
should die first. In consequence of this agree^ 
ment the eldest assumed the sovereignty, and 
having several children of his own, he forgot 
the engagement he had entered into with his 
brother. He appointed his eldest .son, who 
was a talapcnn, for his heir ; but the devotee 
was too cbnscientious to be an accomplice in 
.his father's perjury. On his declining it, the 
king named his next son, who accepted of the 
honour. 

The two grand princes levied troops. The 
uncle defeated the nephew^ and put hini to 
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dboth^. widi two of his brothers. He then offers 
9d hh crpwn to the tafapoin, perhaps with the 
view only of trying him : the monk persevered in 
his preference of a religious life, which inspired 
his uncle wkh a g^reat afiection for him- The 
monarch's son, becoming jealous of his father's 
partiaHtyr made an attempt on his cousin's life 
tpkhln the walls of the palace^ who threw himself 
into the arm^of the sovereign for protection* Ir« 
litated.at so attvxJQiis a crwnm^ the, king com« 
matided his( son to be stretched on the ground^ 
and undergo tAm c^has^tiisement of the bamboo, ac* 
cording to the custom of the country. The ta]a« 
poan, either from sentiments of humanity^ or 
nt>m motives of policy that he might prevent the 
laesentmsnt of a Odan who. would probably one da|r 
he his ma9te!rv oast htmseif on his cousin's body, 
exclaiming 3 ** My lord, your son shall Qot be 
«« smick-tiil I aTO>£r8t torn, to pieces," Thefiithcr 
pii^oned th^ young pnnce^ but, for anotheir 
crime,^ he was afterwairds. sentenced to peipetual 
inxprisonmeitt^ 

This monareb^ at Uie age. of e^htyv ^^ ^ 
ibiiiid himself with two soriSi the eldest 1748. 
0f ^Ik>itl was exchvded by his vices 
from the throne } the second, named Chawal 
Padott, which siginfiea LorU of tk^ TetnfiU^ had 
ihe affections of the p^ple. This mild and 
virtuous pHnoe was coiuinualiy hfirassed Uy his 
%K^htis till at length he ceded the crown t» 
him, and retired to 8^ popvent. Under the 
f tdestt who was. equally corrupted in his min4 
ivnd body, the affairs of the empire fcH into 
i;reat disorder. The Burmas, who had already 



d by Google 



386 IHBIA. 

tacked the lungdom of SiuB, and committtiA 
dreadful ravages. The Siamese princes and no 
hies went in a bodyt to the pi^;oda to which Cba- 
wal Padou had retired, and ccmjured him to re- 
sume the reins of government. Ifc could not 
refuse their entreaties ; but owing to the mildness 
of his disposition, he was unable success^lf to 
cope with the tkili and address c^ the enemy. At 
first the Siamese d^pised their adversaries i but 
perceiving their strength and pro.wes8« they wcpe 
seized with the greatest consternation. The 
troG^ which they had nosed were without dis^ 
cipHne, and. fell before the intfcptd Burmas as 
sheep before wolves. While the soldiers weit 
inquiring of their officers how they were: to fightf 
the latter wen? consideni^ only how they coald 
escape. The capita was tsk/ok^ the king and his 
court sought refuge in the mountains, and the 
whole kingdom was pUlaged and reduced to a 
state of misery. The conqueroifs did not reliie 
till nothing was Wt for them to phinder ; fiM fven 
then they carried away a numbcnr of captives. 
The barbarians, eager after riches, Erected .their 
f^ry against those, whom the populace pointcfl 
out as opulent. Upon these they ic^ted every 
txjssible method of torture, to force from them 
a discovery of thdr treasitt^es ; and if any «wi^ 
them were unfeeling enqugh to look with indi^ 
ference on the mi&rtunes of those who w«« 
chosen as the fim yictim»» they all l^d reas«o 
to repent of their supiaenes^ when, in their 
turn, they were themselyes made to suffer ^^* 
lar cruelties. . 

Camboja, * jiQuntry but little . kiwwn to E«« 
wp^ansr is: situated hctweep the 9th and ^^ 
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degrees of latHiidei Mid between the IPth and 
126th degrees of extern longitude. It lies con- 
tiguous to Siam oti the west, and has a large ri- 
■ver which runs through it. The aif is very hot^ 
ead the country is inhabited almost exclusively 
near the banks of the river. The soil, however, 
is equal in fertility to most of the regions of In- 
dia ; it produces corn, rice, peas, and provisions 
•of all sorts, as we]] as sugar and indigo of the 
beat quality. A tree that grows in this country 
lumisbes, by incision, an oil which serves the 
same purpose as pitch in the construction of ships ; 
the bark of trees dipped in it aflbrds light like a 
flambeau. The jiwce of another tree found here 
is a mortal poison, when infused into a wound.- 
Pulo Kondor is one of the principal islands on 
the coast of Cambojaj in which there is but a 
single village, and that is the only spot of it which 
is iohabited*- It stands at the bottom of a great 
bay among ^several rivers, in a pUin. The ha- 
Intotioni are no better than cabins* In one part 
of the village are several oratories, ranged in a 
semicircle, with a great tree in the midst, on 
which is hoisted a flag on festival days* In this 
piace the inhabitants render honour to the souls 
of their heroes, princes, and learned men; the 
same respect tficy pay to their ancestors in pri- 
vate oratories. To the north-east there is a tem* 
pie where their priest resides ; and in the oppc« 
site quarter of the Village, between two rivulets, 
esce a magazine, a bake-house, and the founda- 
tiORS of a fort, built by the English. The inhabit- 
ants are in general poor fishermen, who have no 
£xed habitation, but go and come as their busi* 
n^s requires. ^ ^ 



d by Google 



Hence it- ifttfaat scarcelyaaj of even the ^mmi* 

varies of life are to be. met with in Pulo Kondor.; 

which (ometimes serves for a place of baniab> 

roent to the Christlao^ in CocUn^Chinai whpst 

language, religion, and manners, have beep 

adopted by the people of this island* 

y^ ^ The first account which we have «f 

1559. Camhoja is at the period when it was ^ob^ 

ject to the kingdom of ^am* In thii 

state of dependence it continued forsome time, 

but how long cannot be ascertained^ A Moham- 

A. D ^^^^'^ ^^^ ^f Camboja sent two ambas- 

1592. sadors, one a Portuguese, the other t 

Spaniard, with a rich present to the go* 

vemor of the Philippine islands, to desire assist* 

anoe against the king of Siam, who had maniied 

with a numerous army to invade his .dominioDS'$ 

offering in return to become subject to Spain and 

embrace the Romish religion. Peres being at 

•that time employed in measures for recovering 

the Molucca islands, which had revolted, excui- 

ed himself from affovding the assistance require 

ed i but promised that if that expedition shouU 

succeed, he would employ his forces for the re* 

lief of Camboja, He accordingly afterward em* 

barked for this purpose with a number of Chinese 

volunteers ; v^hom he treated so harafaly at sea, 

-that they massacred him and ail his people in the 

night. » 

Under the successor of Perez, the Sp»uards 
attempted to afford the assistance which had 
been solicited from them, but Were unsuccessful. 
About the year 1600, Camboja was completelf 
subdued by the. king of Siam. In 1 637 it 
threw off the yoke, and from that time to k6i0 
the country was desolated by civil wars> which 
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midmd it an easy prey to every invader. In 
the year 1717 the king of Siam invaded Cam- 
b&ja with an army of fifty thousand men by 
land, and twenty thousand by sea. The king^ 
Kji Camboja, knowing that he was unable to 
withstand so powerful an invasion, ordered his . 
fliibjeets who lived on the frontiers to withdraw 
^th their effects towards the ca|Mtal, and to 
f testro y whatever they could not bring away; 
by which means the country for an extent of 
fifty leagues was turned into a desert. He then 
applied fbr succour to the king of Cochin-China, 
irtio, OD condition that he should become his 
tributary, agreed to protect him. That mo* 
nareh accoidingly sent an army of fifteen thou« 
siand men to Ins assistance by land, and three 
thousand in light galle3rs, well equipped, to de* 
fe&d the coasts. The army of the Siamese find^ 
ang the cduntiy desolate, soon began to be in 
distress for want of provisions, so that they were 
ohfiged to kiH their elephants and their horses ' 
fat £)od, which produced an epidemical di^ 
otder that carried off half of their troops ; and 
the miryivors were obliged to return to their 
tnm country, and were much harassed by the 
> Cambojan troops in their retreat. Camboja 
had since been tributary to the Chinese. 

The people of this country are extremely skil- 
§al in the arts of yoridng silk, particularly in 
4^mbvoidery. Their religion is the same as in 
all these countries; that of Fo, more or less' 
Asgvrised. They have a numer6us clergy, the 
tchief of whom is equal in rank to the king, 
miA is denominated the king^ of the priests. It 
Mts sometimes happened Uiat the temporal mo- 
narch hasidso assumed the sacerdotal title ; an 
Vol. XI. 3C 
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addltioa by no jneans useless to his poweri 
which is despodck* All the property of hi» sub- 
j^ts, at their death, devohres to him: the wives 
1^ childpen only inherit what they can coq* 
ceal. 

The little territory of Chiahpa compii- 
liends a part of the coast, on which are some 
good ports and bays. The Cochin-Qhincse m 
the masters of thiscountryi the natives of which 
are called Loys. They are tajl, and brown; 
handsome, and better shaped than the .Cocbinr 
Chinese. Their customs are a mixture of those 
rf other nations. They sell all the emplpf- 
inents of state. The king's wives are puWicK 
usurers, and their profit in this way is their ociy 
revenue. All relisions are tolerated here, but 
the principal are Mohammedanism, apd that of 
Confticiu^ : here are also some cathoHck »*- 
Monartes. The king does homagt ^® ^^ "I?' 
narch of C<x:hln-China, and the second n^ 
darin of his council must be a subject of thit 
country. The sovereigrt of Chiampa treats the 
nobles as slaves ; and the latter of course re- 
tafiate upon the people. 

Their marriages are made without much fie- 
lemony or expense; the consent of the parUes 
is sufficient, after which they chew a piece ot 
l)etel, imd the nuptials are condoded. Tncir 
diet consists only of rice and dried fish, but they 
drink great quantities of arrack, frequently ^ 
a state of intoxication. 

Ships from China come every year to the 
jjorts of this country, brineing tea, silk, po^^ 
lain, and provi^ons ; in exchange they tsj^^ P^Q 
which is found here finer than that of China, ^m 
H certain sweet-scented wood which groffs on tnis 
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coas^ and which they use in baming ft on thb 
tombs of their parents, and in honour of iheh* 
idols. This commerce was interrupted for about 
fivc^and-twfenty years, in consequence of somfb 
ill treatment which the Chmese experienced 
tiotn the natives. Since that time the former 
have Used great precaution in their trading hi- 
ther; whilethe Chiampese, in revenge, have in- 
stituted new duties of anchorage, to lay on the 
merchandize, which they oblige them to pay be- 

\forc they will allow them to tntfFick* 

Cpchin-Chiva is divided into six provinces, 
all which are well peopled, and some of therti 

-contain large towns* The inundations which 
happen regularly every year towards the middle 

' of autumn, and continue for two months, ren- 
der the soil of this country uncommonly fertile* 

\^ tree grows here which is found no- where else, 
fe>m the trunk of whicli proceeds a bag of ches- 
nots, one pod being a tolerable load for a man* 
Here also is found the incorruptible tree, very 
much like the iron-tree already mentioned. 
There are no walled cities* The capital is very 
extensive, and contains a multitude of inhabit- 
ants: the villages are so numerous that they 

, seem to join each other* The inhabitants have 
frequent fsurs, at which almost every commo- 
dity is ta be met with* The chief of these fairs 
are held on the water during the inundation i 
the whoje face of the country then resembles n 
sea covered with vessels of every size* 

The customs, arts, and sciences, in wfiich the 
Chinese excel, are fciiown in Cochin-China also* 
The natives bu'fld their houses upon stakes of 
^ood, like the Siamese and the inhabitants of 
Mher countries which are subject to inundations* 
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The nobles adhere ta the doctrTneffof Confiiclt^ 
and the popubice t<» those of Fo. 

The government is arbitrary j the legal pn- 
nishments ate cruel, and the mtlitarsr discipline 
very severe* The Gochm-Cfainese^ve no s^ipsy 
but only galleys ^ and at e»ch oar is placed a; 
soldien Theee they navigate standing, in pro« 
found silence; their eyes turned towards the- 
prowy and fixed upon their^aptainy who gii^s fais 
orders to them b^ waving his wand. Every- 
thing is in such perfect concord that the leader 
of a band is. npt better iwd^rstood by his musi* 
cians when he mariLs the time by motions* 

Formerly Cochin*China and Tonquin formed 
but one monarchy* A Ung who possessed the 
sovereignty of thcim both about four hundr^ 
years ago, divided" them at his death betwe«iv 
hia brother and sister* The princess married an 
ambitious man, who meditated the death of his 
brother in-law ; but the I^ter gaining timeljr no^ 
lice of ^i« design, found means of escaping tiie 
danger, and levijs4 troops in his de£bnce.. The 
people of the two countries ranged themselves 
on the side of their respectivp^ ^iiicest Froiji 
this private quarrel has amen a na^onal animo- 
sity, which is manifested every year by tlie two 
nations making incursioijs into' the territories of 
eachoth^r* 

ToHQUiN is the last country in the.fartjher pe- 
ninsula of India, and is tributary to %h^ Chinese 
monarchs, like that of Cochin- China* The town 
of Domea is the first that offers itself to the sight*. 
The Dutch ships anchor ju$t before it, but the 
. English sail up a little higher, where the cun'cnt 
. is less violent* The natives no sooner perceive 
to European ship QQming^ up th^^ riveifi m^^ yiqf 
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beglf^to build booths, and fffftltem wkh every 
kind of^rovision and conveniences fop their ac- 
tommodatkm. 

The ptxxiiictions of Tonquln are the same as 
tiiose of the neighbouring countries. The betel 
ia foand here in great abundance, and is thought 
the beat in^ all India. The leaf of this plant has 
toE aromatick flavour, to which they add the arec- 
nut, then powder them together with a little 
lime, and present it to each other to chew, as a 
sign of IHendship or respect. This custom is ai» 
eommoir in Asia as it is to oWcft snuff in Europe. 
The boxes which enclose this substance are ob- 
jects of luxury, and as profitid>le a branch of 
jewdleiy as our snuff-boxes are. These boxes are 
^rried by servants behind their master as a mark 
lof honour, and their larger or smaller size and 
value distinguish the rank and dignity iof the 
twners. The betel is said to possess many pro- 
perties : it preserves the blackness of the teeth, 
tinges the lips with a fine vermilUon, gives fresh- 
4iess to the mouth, a sweet odour to the.breathi 
and strengthens the stomach. 

The Tonquinese women dress themsehrea more 
decently than the heat of the climate seems to 
require : they are not, however, so wrapped up 
38' the Chinese. They suffer their .&ce and handhi 
lobe exposed^ The religion of the populace is 
the worship of Fo« The priests of this religion, 
called bonzes, are held in great veneration; 
but not by the 'nobles, and those who value 
themselves^^en^their-understanding and erudition^ 
for these adhete to 'the doctrines of Confechis* 
The Tonquinese have sorcerers, and are extra- 
vacantly fond of theatrical representations. There 
is no»feast given without singing and cdan^in^i 
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but during the meal sUeoce is sirictljr f^lisenradw 
Their funerals are extremely sumptuous, a luxuff 
which is founded on the profound respect they 
entertain for their ancestors.' Every jear tiiey 
vint their tombs with a degree of adoration^ la 
their marriages, the consent of reiatiqiis i^ n^ 
cessary ; divorce is permitted, and s^ultery is 
pumshed with death. The Chi^slian religion 
was once in a Nourishing state at Tonquin : InMi 
is at present prohibited there as well as in. Cbi&a» 

There are two kings at Tonquin. The Bovas» 
or legitimate kings, have only the shadowof au^ 
thority ; and the general, und^r t^ .app^ation 
«f Chova, is in possesmi^ of t^ real soTeKignty^ 
but he dares not attempt the bova^s life w ac- 
count of the req»ect Uie people always preserve 
for their lawful king ; though the bova is with- 
out guards, Mahout a court, and i&shut up within 
the circle of his faaiUy t whUe the chova is sur- 
rounded with all the splendpur of royalty. Oa 
the death q£ the bova^ t^ choya nominates his 
successor, but he is not ob%ed to choq^ bim 
&om among the children of the deqeatsed i it i^ 
sufficient if he be c^ of the Ssiniily. 

The chova keeps up always v^ nun^erous stand- 
ing army. In 1647 he had three hundred thou^ 
jnnd in&ntry, ten thousand w^ry^ two thqu- 
sand elephaiUs, thirty thousand mi^^ts, wA ^ 
thousand jpleces of cannon. 

With Tcbquin termmates the Mstory of Hish 
dostan,,^!^ cf the two divisions of the peninsiUat 
On leaving India, we shaJX onceimofe m^ vitb 
the ^jEirtars wholed u^to it* 
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CHAP. XIV* 



HAVING given a description of Goecil Taiw 
tary in genersa, and of Western Tftitary m 
Pfix^ctilar, k now renwift to take a view of East^ 
^mTartary. 

. JEUuptern Tai^ary is si«9«l^ Mween lar and 
161 degrees of longitude, and between 40 and 5S 
de|^:^ee8 oi latitude* The inhabilaols of this conn* 
fpf were the precursors in China of the Western 
TartarSf by whom ihej were afterwards expelled. 
They have since relumed ta^ that country, u^der 
j^e^l^lls^tion of Maijtchew Tartars. 

T^ vast region » at present divided into three 
«eatem];»res; those of Shinyang» mrinula^and 

. The empire of Shmyans contains the whde of 
the ancient Lya^t^g, the subjeos of which were 
{onnedj not permitted to go out of their own 
country, even into China,, without leave of the 
a^ndirins ; and the privilege of granting this 
pi^fii|iyMon was a source of considerable emolur 
ifofix^ tq these cfiicers. The chief city was Shin^ 
yang, or Mugden, near the gates of which are 
%iCo. inagniftcent mausoleuma of the first princes 
^ .the Maj^obesw &mily, built in the Chinese 
sjtyle of architecture, aivd enclosed by a thick 
wall withbaUlementSi which is something lotfev 
than the waU of the city. Several Manchew 
IQandafinft. of different ran|Ls ar& ap^pointed to 
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lake care of tbeniy and, at certam times^ to per- 
form the same ceremonies of respect before these 
edifices, as if the princes were still alire, and re- 
siding in them. 

JSrvmia is very thinly peopled | it contains 
only four cities, meanly built, and surrounded 
with mod wiAs« This province fields the best ^>e- 
cies of gintngi or queen ^ptantt^ which is high- 
ly valued for its virtues in curing several diseaaeSy 
wtA an decays of strength proceeding from -ex- 
eetslve labour of body or mind. It h^ long con« 
stituted the most valuable production of Eastern 
Tartary, and at P^un it sells for seven times its 
weight in silver* 

- The Yupi Tartars are inhabitants of this coon- 
try, who, as well as^he Manchews, dress in the 
Chinese^ haint, except that the bottom of their 
long robes, which are of a while or grey colour, 
is commonly bound with a green or red border* 
The women also hang small pieces of brass coin, 
or little bells, at the bottom of their mantles, 
which give notice of their approach. Their hair, 
parted into iseveral tresses, faHs upon their 'Shoul- 
ders, and is braided with pieces of looking-glass, 
rings, and other baubles, which they are as proud 
of as if they were jewels. 
' These Yupi Tartars are in general •of a peace- 
able disposition ; but dull, unpolished, and en- 
tirely devoid of learning, or of any species of 
publick religious worship. 

The province of Tnudkar is inhabited by three 
sorts of people ; the Manchews, the Solon^, and 
the Taguri. These last who are not very nu- 
merous, submitted to the Manchews, on implov^ 
ing their protection formerly against the Rus* 
siaos. Th^ Taguri^ ^prho .are vA robust pe6ple, 
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weFc atwajrt accustomed to till the ground aiud 
boild houses^ though surrounded with Tartars^ 
irho neglected both these piactices. They make 
itse of oxica to ride pn« Thejr am very expert 
^iuxihers, and manufacturer great quantities of 
^ws, which, being esteemed the best to be found 
.in Tartary, circidate .all over the country, and 
bear a great prices 

T6e Soloijs were ofiginaUy Eastern Tartars^ 
4escen^ed . from those who escaped the general 
desti^ctlon of th^kt nation, by the Moguls in th< 
year 1204. Their women ride on horseback, 
Ihunt,^ ao^ drive the plow^ Neitl^r the seTtrity 
.<»f the winter, nor the fieroei^ess of the tigerSf 
.can restrain them frQm4JiQ dangerous exercise 
of hunting these ai<umals« 

The Manchewjs are acqu^nted with agricul- 
ture, and a^rry on a oonsiderable trade in furs. 
.Some of them dQthe t^^msdves with fish^skios, 
.wh^cb they render soft and pliable, and thus ca.-> 
^a|bl^ 9f being «ew^ together, and taking a 4y«%. 
!The lyfohainnne^ reM|;ion, that of Fo, iM « 
.^usand p^r supersiitipQ^ are ibund ia this 
fi^jQuntry, ^ almost eyefy district has iU own. 
The^r nfi^nner^, habits, and laws,, are equal^ 
various. The io^^bitants Qf Uie parts nearest 
■to Chin% follow the customs. of that country. 
Few of these require any particular notice, exn 
.cept ^eir funerals, which are perfonn^ attWA 
.^parate time^. Before they QCH)sign the corpse 
.to it^ final grave, they place it in one less deep,, 
^leaving \i partly uncover^, and go every day 
.to pu^ food, and pqur liquor into tiie moutb> 
filthough the body should be in a state of puUre-« 
.&£tip%. T^gse $^^UqA9 9ontiP\te for a montha 
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•bjr which method the people are, at least, savci 

. from the horrid risk of being buried aHve. 

With the history of tke Kttan empire 'Wt 
are but slightly acquainted ; but it is well kfHymi 
thai Its inhabitants rendered themselyes so for- 
midable ix> China more than two hundred yws 
before the Christian senif as to occa^oci the bidM- 
ing of the great waU by the Chinese, to secure 

.themselves from their ravages* The origin of 

. this nation can|K>t exactly be traced. We first 
meet with it in the country of Lyautoi^^ where 
were the two royal seats Ihnfuin and Peking thst 
Vh the Bastgrn and Korthem courts. These peo- 

vpie having" Jaeen formerly strengthened by Taalf 
^colonies fvom Korea, began to extend their terri- 
tories, and gave more trouble to China than ail 
the other inhabitants of Tartary* Towards the year 

.916, they were led against that empire by a rebel* 
whcon they placed upon the throne. Having .oaoe 
tasted the delights of that charming country, they 
made several subsequent incursions into it. Aa 
cmpen>r^fthe Song dynasty called to his asstat* 
aoce some other Tartar nations, \o oppose the 
ravages of these people ; aad by these means was 

'enabled to force them to retire wkbin their own 
territories. Hostilities continued between the 
•two pardes, with an ahemate course of victories 
and defeats on each side, for the space of three 
4iundred years, when the Kitan empire fell a vic- 
tim to its intestine divisions ; it was, however, in 
•^ome measure, restored by Jenghis Khan, who 
catsed a Kitan prince to the throne ; and on his 
death, Pitu, one of his sons, was appointed to sucr 
iCeedhim in the sovereignty. . 
X The Tartari :to whom «the imprudent monardx 
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had opened the gates of his kingdom^ became 
ibnader of one, and was himself tlie chief of the 
Kin, dynasty, who made that of the Song tribu- 
ttty to them* The Kftis in tlieif tbm were destroy- 
^bf the Moguls under Jenghis Khan and his 
^Qtceasors, about the beginning of the thirteenth 
eeimiry; mnce-Whieh period) the Kitans, under 
the name of Manchew Tartars, have wrested Chi- 
mrimrtk the dotmnion of the -Moguls; One of 
the KHk efAperors set an exannple of the attention 
nrhidi is due to a vanquished pebple, whom the 
eonquemr wishes to attach effectually to his au« 
thoritjr. He paid a visit to the hall of Confiicius, 
fwdering him in the Chinese naanner the same 
IttiaottrB that are paid to kings. The courders of 
the Tartar emperor were locked that their 
IK'mce should descend to these marks of deference 
for a loan who was of ignoble extraction : but the 
^nperor replied to thdr observations, <^ If he be 
^ not entitled to these marks of respect by his 
"^ biitlH he merits them by the excellent ckx:trines 
^^ which he has inculcated." The history of the 
^Eastern Tartarq. is from this time so much coh- 
-nected with that of Chioa» that we may for the 

present dismiss it* and oopiip^ce our account of 

the Chinese empire. 
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CHAP* XV* 



The HUiory of CMmtm 

WHEN the P6rtugaesefkstdi960¥etfed CkU 
Mj tbkf were astonished at its beauty and 
opuloice, as^weU as at the industry and civtiiza* 
tioa of its inhabitants* Nor were the Chinese 
less surprised to behold a people who equalled 
them in skill) and every kind of knowledge^ and 
iti some even surpassed them* European travel- 
lers still retain a portion of this admiration ; and 
always speak with enthusiasm of the great num* 
ber of cities, the immense pc^lation, and the 
prodigious wealth) of this vast empire* Its ma- 
nufactures) agriculture^ mines, canals^ publick 
roads, and the encouragement given to the arts 
and sciences, have excited the applause of all who 
have visited this counliy. The excellence of its 
laws, the regulations of its government, whichy 
though despotick in. theory, is in practice mild 
and well administered, and the ferdle gmius of 
the natives for cultivating various branches of use* 
ful knowledge, have furnished ample materials of 
speculation for the moralist, the politician, and 
the historian. The Chinese, on the contrary, af« 
feet to despise all the knowledge that European^ 
can impart to them ; while, justly jealous of tbe^ 
immense natural and acquired advantages which 
they possess, they shut their ports against us» 
under the idea that the commercial expeditions to 
their country are made only with a viewof draw* 
ing from them a part of their vast wealth. 
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' China is bounded ori the north by Tartary/ 
front which it is separated by the famotis Chi* 
nese wall -; on the east by the eastern or Chi- 
nese ocean; on the south by the Indian sea; 
and on the west by an extensive sandy desert, 
and a loi^g ridge of inaccessible mountains, which 
divide it from Western Tartary, and the king;* 
doms of Thibet. It contains fifteen provinces, 
exclusnre of that of Lyautong;, which is situated 
beyond the great wall, though it forms a part of 
the empire : each of these provinces might for ex- 
tent, fertiHty, populousness, and opulence, com- 
pose a distinct kingdom. 

As China extends through so many degrees of 
latitude, its climate most vary accordingly. I<* 
is in general temperate, yet the high motm- 
tains towards the north are covered with snow, 
which renders the cold very severe duritig thre^ 
er four months. The southern parts experience 
a greater or less degree of heat acccording to 
their vicinity to the tropick ; but this is rendered 
tolerable by th'e many grottoes, groves, and cooling' 
shades, to which the inhabitants retire during 
the middle of the day, when therd is the same 
universal silence and cessation from business 
as at midnight. The soil is almost every-where 
fit for tillage, and the indusuj of the na- 
tives has converted the whole of ii into fertile 
fields, by draining marshy grounds, confining' 
overflowing waters, covering with earth barren 
rocks, and forming mountains into hanging gar- 
dens : every spot of that vast empire is sup- 
posed to produce sufficient to maintain its inha- 
bitants, thus rendering the whole country popu- 
lous, healthy, and opulent. Here, indeed, ne- 
cesssity, the piwcnt of invention, doubles the 

Vol. XL 2 D 
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jBttinber of hMfM>l€ dweliiagi) bj laakhig 
great riveps the abode of «mire colonies, wb0 
aie born in their boat9» in which they liye aii4 
nwrtf on their commerce as if th&/ were on 
their natural ekment^ aod many, of tbem are, 
indeed, as littk acquainted with the land a& 
the inhabitants of the mountain Irequeatl^r. are 
vith the water« 

The territory «f Clitna has been long ihvided 
ftito northeffi and southern ^ the formert known 
by the name of Katai, conianns siic promcesi 
and the latter, dt^tinguislied by the name of 
Mangi, comprises the .remaining nine« Th% 
ftrbole countr)^ however, is peculiarly divided by 
BTt and nature from the rest of the world, as tf 
designed to be i^r ever confined within cerCaift 
limits: being bounded on two 9ides by the ocoa04 
«n the west l^ inaccessible mountains { and ank 
the north by a wall, which for its length, height 
and strength, is jusdy esteemed one of the great* 
«st efforts of human industry^ Tlie sea-coast 
is defended either by prodigious tocks, shoalsf 
and small islands^ or by a vast number of sea* 
ports equally strong and commodious ; and their 
frontiers on the west and noith by fortiiied 
towns, castles, and large ganisops; so that it. 
might be imagined the Chinese monarcha 
had npthing else in view than (o^ secure them- 
selves from foreign invasions, without any de- 
signs of enlarging their own dominions^ 

Another peculiarity of this immense empire^ 
is its extraordinary population. The cities and viU 
lages are so numeixHjs, and stand so close together^ 
that the whole seems but one continued town ; and 
all of them ai^ filled witli inhabitants, every one 
of whom is employed in som« manu&cture, qie 
in commerce. Their roada are crowdisd with pas* 
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ie«gcrsj hight ami day 5 with ^oacfiei, cftrriageff, 
4rag:g;0ns, and sometrntesvi^kh whole canavans^ 
all em^oyed ift carrying on «©mB us^fuJ ti'affickv 
^nd m eofweying^verykind of merchandize^ 
f>rovisions, and varions coTnrnodities, firom on€ 
€ftd of -the kingdom to Ihe other. 

In the topograpliical description ef the fifteen 
|iroTinces of China, which scarcely comes within 
^c lirAits of art hwtorical <\wrk, we meet with 
some thiligs that must not, however, be whoHf 
otnkted* . . 

: In the province of l»echtrU there p.re a huti*. 
^ll-ed and. foityeitie&> among which is Peklny 
Iher metropolis' of. the whole empire. This is^ 
^cbscnbeii as haviiig wallls which are high, thick', 
%itid strong, with lofty towers ; the gates are ^pft* 
cious ; the inain streets straight and broad^ m- 
%ersecced > with iothers crossing them at tight 
angles I the piazzas or squared arc wide, and' 
Adorned with noble structures, and some of them 
*with triumphal arches, and other decorations^ 
]pa«ticularly towers> fronv 4x to wne stories bighV 
^mbeffished with gaHeries, worki of carving;, 
gilding, and a variety of ornaments^ - 
^ Their publick buildings, such as temples, pa- 
"fec^s, and monasteries, are more remarkable fot 
^beir extetvt^ than theilr magnificence ; their prr. 
vate houses are likewise large, but low, without 
■•^ny windows .towards the street. The shops arb 
i^egantly decked out with all their tich merch^ff- 
-dizes; and before the door of each stands a pe- 
<flestal, supporting a board more than twenty 
feet high, on which is cither carved or pahited 
^he shop-keeper's name^ hia sign, and a list oS 
the articles in which ^ he deals, with the words 
Ji9^Ju4) -at the bottom} in large ch^ractersj signi* 
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fy'mg that ke will not cheat Ida emtomen. This 
douMe row of fnlasters, set up at equal distances, 
affords an agreeable prospect, the streets being 
all constructed with great exactness in a straight 
line, and many of tiem being three miles long, 
and a hundred, and twenty yards wide. The 
greatest inconvenience in this great city, is that 
the dust in the streets is intolerably troublesome 
during the suramer, and the mud is equally 
«o in the winter. 

The city is thronged with people, as well as 
horses, mules, camels, asses, carts, and waggons ; 
so that persons of quality are obliged to have 
men on horseback to clear the way before them ; 
and even the tradesn^en ride in their chaises, as 
.well to pass more easily through the crowds, as 
to avoid the dust and dirt of the street* fiut 
among these vast multitudes of passengers^ thcise 
is not a woman to be seen* 

All the main streets have their guard-houseS) 
at which soldiers are stationed, furnished with 
swords and whjps^ and keeping watch by da| 
and by night* They chastise on the spot, and 
without 9XiY distinction, all who cause any 
disturbance, and put into confinement those who 
.resist them. It would be an alnrvost endless task 
to attempt a descnptton of the palaces, temples* 
and pagodas, which adorn the metropolis of this 
wondeiful empire : it will be sufficient to give 
an account of the imperial observatory, which 
the Chinese consider as unparalleled in the uni- 
verse, and which some French mathematicians 
have represented as one of the greatest prodigies 
of art and ingenuity, as well as of beauty and 
magnificence. 

This edifice stands in a court of a nooderatQ 
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%Ment, md is built in the ^tm of t, sqtr^rb 
*6wcn The ascent to the top is 1^ t rery nar- 
tow et^uKase ; and on the platform above were 
^laiced all the oW instruments for observing thte 
^c« -d[ the heavem, till the new apparatus wius 
-introckiced. 

Tn this estttblishnmnt five mathematfctatis ar^ 
ifcmptloyedv night and day, each In a separate 
i^rtment on 4he top of the tower, to djscrre 
the different astronotnieal • appeaiwiees ; one is 
continnally looking towards the eenttb, and the 
test to the four points of the> compass, that no- 
thitig mAj escape their notice* - Thetf attentions, 
however, are not confined to tfte«heaYeoly"bodf<^s, 
but extend to ail objects connected 'With meteo- 
rology « the resudts of their observations ot> thi^ 
head are careliiliy entered on their ^otnlMils, and 
an account of them Is every moittihg laid before 
the fiiirv^yorof mathetnatidKs, who registers theiH 
in hiaoike* 

The a&oietit ^eligion of (he Chinese tippears ip 
have been foufided on tht worship of one God, 
the creator of the \ini verse* They neither deJfied 
tlieir nionat«chs, dop pradCfsed any of those itnpi^ 
(BUS and iinfiattU*a! rRes -thleh werefbitnd ahioffg 
otlver natiDhs. When a bold attempt wito oncii 
made for introducing the worshi|> of denkfn^ 
and evif spintsy It Wa!S inslahtiy stfppi^ssed, afM 
file whote race of these pretewded enchanters #iii 
i^stnoyed ;-eoch was thecare of the ^ov^rmnent 
tx» prerent Innd^tiM. The an^knC Cfnne$e*doc<< 
trin^i in all itsfHurity, co^^ues slin to he tfief^- 
veiUing r^ligtoH of the learned. 

There «vc^ ho%^ever, two dUier |^ncifteil i«!^U, 
among the people. The chief of these is thit<>T 
the i4btoic#% bfcm^tit Ifico Ctent Wotk hMitf ' 
SD3 



d by Google 



.Copfijciua^ who had beco afteu fxeixfd'to :xx9g4 
" that it was in the west, the Holy One wa» t» 
*' be found." One of their, em|)eror's recollecting 
this expression, sent ambassadors to discover^. if 
possible, this holy, man, and what were the docr 
trines which he taught. Wearied with th^ joui> 
jney> the ambassadors went no fartlier tiian India, 
and thought they had Ibund the object of their 
search in the ima^ of Fo. They carried that 
idol to China, and with it the doctrines of the 
metempsychosis, polythei^mi, and the various 
^perstitions with which the Indian vt>lumes are 
filled. This new l>elief was eageiiy received a^ 
Courti spread i^pidly through the empire* and is 
now the prevalent religion of the populace* 
Its propagation took place about the middle of 
the fii*st century of the Chnstian 8&ra« 
. To these may be. added the worsh^p^rs of ao? 
Other gody denominated Leo-Kyun ;. a jject formed 
among the disciples of Fo. The bonzes, who pro- 
fess it, devote their time to chemistry and physicki 
they pretend to have a certain cure for every dist 
9rder, and do not despair of 4)estowii)g immoi> 
tality. Their precepts resemble very much tho^e 
delivered by EpicteHis, and fec»mm«id the ba- 
nishing every passion c^ipable of disturbing^, th^ 
U^quillrty of the soul ; the avoiding 4i cares 
l^d violent desires, ^s inimical to life ; the enjoy** 
ment of the present moment, and disregard ef 
|he future* This sect took its jase from the 
^ing words of Fo to his cUsciples : ^ Ther^ it 
^^^o other original principle," said be»"tbaa 
*( space and vacuum. All things have anftsa 
*^ fn»m nothingi and ^to nothing shall all v^ 
«5 turn " * * 

V ^44ciuft, seeq[xedi designed \>J }Uwf&Wrt^ 
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.'forte, both by his-^ doctnncs and example, th^ 
iCotYuptioiTs which at this time prevailed as Welt 
in the civil £s in the religious estabHshments of 
CMna. He condemned the disgusting idol^ltty 
^hich he found existing amonghis counti^ymen 1 
buthH chief deslgnivas to relbrm 'their heartft 
and lives : all his stutHes, Ihs precepts, and his 
|»r&ctice, tended to thas end ; and notwithstanding 
«he great opposition wluch l>etnet with'frotn th<i 
Ibfiuence of the.mandarins and grandees, he had 
tft satisfaction to see his excellent morality uni- 
versally adinired. He did not- attempt to dir* 
into Che impenetrable secrets of nature, nor be^ 
wilder liimself in abstruse researches on the ev- 
jence and atbibutes oFa First Cause, the origin 
of good and evil, and ether subjects which s^^enl 
beyond the Imiits t)f the human mind . He con* 
£ntd hisnaeif to speaking with the iriost profound 
lieverence 'of the Principle of all beings, whonS 
he represented as most^pure and pcxfect-and thd 
author of aU >things* He considered him ms a 
'Being of infinite knowleflge, thait even the most 
Mcret tliooghts cAnnot be hid from him ; aikl 
q(^ such boundless goodness and justice, that he 
will not suAr viltue to go unrewarded, nor tice 
to> escape unpunished. 1 o Confucius the Chinese 
axe.indebted for the-reverence that children hwre 
for their ancestors, wiiose memory they teCll 
ienrery year by many pious ceremonies. 

The grateful disciples of this excellent tmM' 
raised statues, altars^ and tem]^es, to his memoryj; 
and paid him the worship of respectfulf homage. 
And he i» now adorned by his followers as the 
aavidur of the world, anc^the great law gttier x>f 
mankind, sent by Heaven to teach them the wk)^ 
of aalmlisii.. The empefot^ vh#^ «r a ^T«rCar> 
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MLoyn tiie id^tiy of hb wA nitito; idbkb 
fUffierft but lilUe from the Qhmeaib, eKcept tiiq| 
Hie ImnaSf or Tartar pncsts, vocstHp &eir <kitf 
«fid«r the ^Mpe of a young^okuv ^iu^r they &a^ 
never dies. Thb liring idol t» kept i» a ^t^nd 
and magnificeikt temple, constandy altenilnl bf - 
» number of lamas, who senne turn with tte 
greatest Tenenition;. ainl at his ^death. ^ef 
thoose apotber from ammig themselves, wh0 
feoost tesemt^s him in atatune and featotea* 
But the bonzes, m* Ctunese priests gTFc^ worsAp 
Ihtvr divinity in several forms, thrftigh wbick 

' lluey iiretend that he traasmi^mted be&re he was 
4wfied. • j 

. The Christian retigioa fioroierly dbtaiacd actfna 
feottng in China* At fine dme the Fveneh iiil»i- 
ak»aries had brau^t it near to the throie^ alHI 
tatlered theotsc^nes with fixing k iliere. Bdt 
this briUiant prosfiect speedily vanished. AH * 
the different ^tu united against Chrsi^iaiiHf ^ 
Its supporters have, been since persechted an4 
kamsheid, and at present can makae only oistdofrT 
tioe eflbrts in ks &voiQr» whio#iii geaenA Oenoii^ 
aate iii martyrdom* ^ «- ^ 

MoharaimeiUtnisai, iKough trieiiled Ia dm 
Chinese emfnre, is not greatly jns^iscted^ it M 
Mstaricted to oertaifi parts^ faeydnd :the limHs ^ 
itbioh it woidid be etxposed to a degree of pcrSr- ' 
cution. In the provinoe of IIomn,the Jews have 

' a syni^tigitt, and ane allowed te pcactise their 
reUgioiis rites. They also dunlbmi to the Chtaese 
Oistotns aelattve to the eeremoAies obsen^ ift 
memory of Coi^cios, «nd tbe veneration oif their 
tKK:eftOfs« At what p^iod, or iw what maaatr^ 

* these peo^ were intnxioced Intothiscoontry, is 
toftiiir: uflkoowif ^ Iheir joaigratiaa.. tfaNhft 
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••^Bactet ftdbsAAy fnust have preceded tht Umc of our 
2)aviour, since they profess to be ignorant even of 
ih^circumstances of his history and death* 
, The Chinese nation Ijiave been so long^ attached 
t« a fQonai-cbical government, that the Dutch am- 
kissadors found it difficult to make them comprc« 

^iiencArhajt they meant hy the States-geoenal, and 

^e Repi^lick of i^oiiand. 

Th» ei^popr assttmes the most magnificeitl 



pities ; ^ Son of Heaven, I^jord of the World* 

fielc Governor of the Whole Earth, Great Fa* 

he Peopie.'* His power is absolute; 



Sole Govei 
tncr of ih< 



though hq^s boond to act according to known 

* iaw$. He consults hts ministers, but decides 
y:(%rdi% to his own opinion* His throne is 
Sot so absoHitely hereditary as to prevent him 

• /r^hi thoosmg his succes&or from among his 
^ * cffHdWn> or 4Jven thj& other princes of the royal 

. Iam%* He. -neither promi^^tes laws, nor 

• ^rogatcs them, accoidirtg H> his own plcaeut^ ; 

slM changes must be sanctioned by the supreme 

^ «<ii&M^. composed of the princes of the blood 

'^*nd the minist^'s. He rirely shows himself 

. jOHl-the^only on^Kmn occasions; and no on^ 

^^ra . approuth him wi|^out prostrating himself. 

- \Ttiere iireiftiro sovereign councik : the first con* 

^sts;of the princes of the bipod, which is never 

convoked but oo v<ry extraordinary occasions ; 

tbie second pf the ministers, whiqh> like a private 

couneil, is always active. 

There are six superior trthpnais : the finf' hat 
l&e power of: idlpoction overall mandarios and 
•iKuigistrates of the empires the secoiiil attends 
to. matters of finance ; the^third regulal;es ecci«* 
^tasticai ceremonies, anfl*those which, concern 
Ae rpagistrektes } th^ fourth has the superin-» 
leiuteuce of the military force of tbe empire ; 
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the Eftb tiikei eogoiKance of tOl cnmifisl^ 
•od the sixth has the eoittrai and ctii«ctton of A 
publtck works. in the citie% and etea tn.%Nl^ 
villdl^tof the provinces, at A certain distance^, 
there are tribunals oorraspoading to thetoe bf 
cstaMishod gradadons. « 

• The memhers ^f these councits^ BxxatSk^ tus* 
the Chinese constitution^ remain in cS&oe iv>^l^ig% 
tt than thme 'fsars, and should never be «ad?eft 
of the providoe where they officiate ; iest^ \£d\ef 
he of mean descent, they -shonkl be. desptscjd { 
and if rich, they should be too welirespetim» « 
or become too powei*fiil« This b ei^eemed 0tA 
•f theip whie niaacims in poiitkkSy jin i^ich.^e^ir * 
ekcel ; aAd tokhis^may be addtdanothe#e()mi1g 
jost and salotar^yiuimely, never toaell any of the- 
publick empil^meiits, but to confer thenS ^Ifte* 
persons of merit, learnings and pvobity ;. ited^ . 
anew t\\e fenctto^^anea sofiiGient stipendSf by • 
Which they muy be enabled to diseharge tiieir do* * 
ty and administer ^stice, without fear or bribery«~ 

• The regohitioDs of their poliiB 4 > a m nrin wiiAl M ;. 
Saeh quarter has a chief who is answerable tttJ 
the governor for whait«v6r ^assef^ v^ll^in Us . 
limits* Fathevaof fam^|es are e^ltdly rea|Myii^ 
sihk Ibr the conduct of their childiA^ secyaiitSi' 
and guests. Their methods efa4nriliisteriD^ju«* 
tice are prompt and simple* To endeavour to res* 
iter laMT^uits as unfre^uent as pcAsible, therc^ ts^ 
ways a punishment inflictjsd on 1^ pcyrty whp ia 
C«st r in general the bastinac|a*^ 

. Their criminal punishments *tre exoeedtngly 
rmeiai tte of deatih cannot be executed wftk 
less sigi|ed by the enypevor } but £nes, con£scaj» 
li^ns of property, ienprisenraentr and eve«i 
wUMa %^ ^iasdi«ti«n ^ IN 
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» tnxiAmtm^ A^p^rsDn convicted ofhiglutretsM 

ift cut to pieces. Next to this crime is that 

q£ Ihebellion agaUast the power of a lather ^ 

'^nd if it be. cal^ried so far as parricide, the wht4« 

empire is inr alarm, and the emperc^ himself siti 

ia j«^met)t« The criminal, if convicted, in 

f 4l(pra flf pieces, his h( use is demc4ished to the 

-fouadatioB* those of his neighbours are thrown 

^%fM>'«^ mionusnents are e^iery-wbere raised 

\p ms^re honY)r of the atrocious deed« In otlier 

eases the principle of retaliation is frequently 

' • ofiiyved. ^Decapitation is considered as the 

tki«st ignofflnious punishment ; because th^ head 

, * hG^ the most noble part of the bodv, it isr 

i yt^3x«l Very disgraceful to be deprived of itk 

Ttie yiation is divided into three classes 4 th^ 

• fsand^ins, the literati, and the people. There 

^ ^[&lpo?any hereditary nobility, except the pHnces 

f CM tbe blood; descended, not ^from the ancient 

^ egiperorsof the Chinese race,' butfrt^m the Tar« 

[ tar empetx)ra, and the family of Cktbiucius, in 

: . which line the sovereignty has been preserved 

>*,^or more than two thousand yetfrs. The greatest 

. * Aspect^ shown tAhese princes. The chief oF the 

• fiimiiy beai^H title of jignity. The emperor's 

;• • 'court is illignificent* Nothing is so bnUi§ot 

^nd rich as^s^retinue* When he attends the 

ceremonies, even in the daytime, he is sur« 

Tounded by four hundred large lanterns, an# 

as many flambeaux. The revenues and foroa^ 

of the empire are immense, and the expteh^es 

proportioned t^Jtut receipts* One only of the 

emperor's wives has the title of empre^^ Itod the 

nght of eating with him. * There are aliput nine 

of the aecoiid iimib, and Ihirty of the third, who 

aU have the quality of royal consorts ; and as 

nm^y coiiG^ine^ as he chooses? caibd ^ens ; 
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in beneath the empress. When he hw nw« 
his sekxtion from among tbesC) the rest subgii(| 
and live as private person^ on their pension%' 
which are exactly paid, iit the ci^s assigned 
them, but without excrcisinj2^ any airthority. • ' 

From the eariiest periikis of which w^ve 
any account, the Chinese have applied thei»Rlvc«* 
to astronomy. They possess good instrutnentv 
and have reformed and perfected their oble(fa* 
dons by those of the Europeans who hart been 
at different times amoftg them. They are stjp 
believers in judicial astrology, and aiH|persiia#w' • 
that eveiy constellation and planet has its pe<^ 
Kar influence on all sublunary things; and f^t 
it is possible to predict a vast number of eypnt* 
by calculating their revolutions atid attending to 
their different aspects. Thus their alma^jacW^ 
announce wara, fumine, sickness, &c« • 

The Chinese are" but little acquainted "^idr ; 
get)metiy ; their anthmetick is mechanical, whioh^ • 
renders their calculations as quick and cer^i'' 
as ours. The art of navigatroti is In a veiy J^»-# 
perfect state among them ; tht^rm' of their ship|f , 
heavy and ill masted, woulfl^tard thflr pro- ^ 
gress if they were inclined to take long" voys^t 
but they pay great attention to the smicture apd 
elegance of the barges which Qom iff their river* 
and lakes, either for purposes of commerce of 
Pleasure. They have multiplied their canals to 
«^:h a degree that almost all their commeici« 
intercourse with the neijrhbouriag nations is made 
by water : an advantage that ColUd only have been 
acquii#l i^a l6ng series of ages. They are very rfe* 
licient irtKheir attainments in the belles-lettrfes. W 
the art of healing, their remedies are stvcpe ana 
painful ; for almost every disorder they ap|>^^"^ 
and causticks^ The jihyslcians value themselves ^^ 
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t^rtr^di in Ite knowledge of the pulses Stn^ij 
' iM^lbr ever remain ki a state of infancy among 
tbeny fat they entertain &e greatest horror of 
anatomy) which they consider as unnatural and 
inlfluiiai]^ The history of no country ought to 
bii jBoots complete and authentick than that of 
OIlilHi r because in every city, from time im« 
mpmorial, there have been persons appointed to 
i^egis^r whatever happens* Once in every pc- 
ried of S»|ty' years these annals are corrected 
1^ ^an assembly of mandarins who probably 
eraser whateyr miiiutes .against their preju« 
dices. 

The practice of agriculture cannot &il to be 
ac^Runted' hon6urable in a country where the 
emperor himself, annually, traces some fur* 
rows, c^ a proof of the esteem in which he holds 
that, art : and in imitation of him, the vicen^s, 
governors, and other chiefs invested with digni« 
•Ge^ do the same every year in the districts 
over which they preside. Eminent cultivators of 
tlua nicty of whom a favourable report is made to 
the ^mperop, are sometimes honoured with the 
haUt of ^andarin^ and acquire power and 
%iistiiiction* Thus industry acquires a degree 
of activity wHrch insures the obtaining from thtf 
land all that; ir i» capable to yield. Even the 
most on^vouTdble soil, by continual cultivation, 
becomes fertile. The pasture lands are equally • 
the care of government, by which means every •* 
thing is produced necessary for the support and 
comfort of the numerous inhabitants* 

Mildness and submission were formerly the 

characteristicks of the Chinese ; at preseni they^ 

are generally accused by Europeans, who have 

had£alings with them, of dissimulation in ihetn 

Vol* XI. 2 E 
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ixniducty which is said to be lefss tirider the gt^- 
wicc of moraMtj than feaff. They are elttrMie* 
ly addicted to gaming, »idiTnihoderdt^y fond 
of feasts and plays ; and though the use of stitmg 
liquors is prohibited, they will drink freely' ef 
them in private. They make presents |o eadi 
other at the beginning of the new year. " Thcfa' 
two principal festivals are those of the lanterns 
and of Confucius* The former has evidently^ 
i^ligious tendency, and is celebrated through- 
Out the empire, whcq every house is illamina^ 
¥dlh Jantems. At this festivsd tipre is greiECt 
emulation among the inhabitants' in striving to 
make the most brilliant appearance. The festi- 
val in honour <rf Gonfiicius is accompanied with 
respectful gravity, well adapted to recal the 
memory of a sage. Formeriy oflerings of every 
kind were made before his statue ; but one of 
the emperors, apprehetlsive lest ihis ceremonial 
should degenerate into idolatry, ►removed 'fte 
image, and substituted in its place a simple 
tablet, inscribed with the philosopher^ natne 
and virtues ; and to this s^ine homage is re- 
newed twice in every year. 

Marriage, funerals, and otiier domestick events^ 
]^ive rise to private feasts. The w^ded pair see 
each oth^ for the first time *wfiert the bride is 
carried <o her husband's house. From the mo- 
ment she enters it she is not permitted to behold 
any other man except her father, and sometimes 
her brothers. The men regale with the bride- 
^groomi and the women by themselves. 

Th^ mourning for a father is strict ; it con- 
t^nue^ three years. The son would not, even in 
the itiost pressing tase of necessity, consent to 
tfeep on a bed durin^^ tMe ^rat hundred days. 
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Buriiig the first yeasc he does not live with his 
wifey and should the birth of a child prove that 
ke has not been attentive to this point of absti- 
neacey both he and his wife would be. severely 
punished. The moaming of a wife for her de^ 
eeased husband lasts also for three years, and so 
HI proportion for other relations. Testimonies 
of filial respect are not restricted to tlie peiiod, of 
mourning only; they arc renewed every year 
at the tomb of the parent, with many sorrowful 
observances* The children present their viands^ 
«od wine^ as- if the deceased were yet alive. 
The sepulchres are at a distance from the city, 
in a pleasant situation. Exclusively of motives' 
of gratitude, this funeral ceremony b founded' 
«n their belief that the souls of their ancestors' 
are always present, either to reward or punish' 
their descendants. The emperors give an ex* 
am p le ■ o(^4h«^spe€ie6.> .of -worship, which is re- 
newed daily jii their houses, in each of which is* 
a . consecrated apartment called the haH of an^ 
cestors. Once a-year the different branches of 
Ihe royal family assemble there; This num'^ 
ber sometimes' anfounts to seven or eight thou- 
sand perscms. At that time seniority consti^' 
tutes the only distinction of rank ; and to the- 
most aged, in( whatever condition, is assigned the' 
place of honokir. 

The bonzes, or priests, attend the funerals, at* 
which they chan^a dirge, and make an eulo- 
gium on the deceased, whose rank and virtues 
are inscribed on a tablet which js carried in front 
of the procession. . The corpse, dressed in fine 
ttttire, lies in a coffin hung with whij^e damask, 
which is>the colour of their mourning.. The re*- 
tetionsj both male and female, follow, according 
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Id their rai^ covered with Mcks of white lin«f 
fastened with a cord, their feet heii^ wra^xd 
up in straw, and with rags upon their hesid» 
luring the repast which succeed the burial, die 
relations/ make the sir resound with cries and bt^ 
mentations; these, however, are so per&ttlf ii^ 
unison, that a stranger would be indined U> 
doubt the reality of their sorrow* 

The Chinese seldom bury diiferent persons i» 
one grave, and are exceedingly careful about the 
bodies of their deceased friends. They would 
deem it the extreme of cruelty to have them 
Qpened and embowelled, and wcuild look with 
horror on our charnel-houses, where the bonos 
of many bodies are promiscuously laid one upoB 
iinother* It is this that makes them so curious iif 
the article of coffins^ which some of thes^ pur« 
cbase at a great price, and keep them id their 
hpuses for ten or twenty yeass -be^M^e ^ oa r dg *> 
cea3e« < 

When the Emperor dies, the whole natioi% 
goes into mourning, ^^d the same fespectispaidl 
to his mother or grandmother* 
. The laws of Uie empire have pn>vided hf ih% 
education of youth, by excellent books of morali<» 
ty, which every person is obliged to have. It 
is here of the utmost importance to parents to 
give their children a good education i hv if any 
one is ggiity of a crime, and escapes the hand of 
justice, the father undergoes the punishment o( 
the offence, for h^tving neglected properly^ to ini 
struct his son< The Chinese are gi^ve and cere^ 
monious, in which habits ^hey are trained fronai 
t(icir earliest infancy : they never spe^ of themn. 
selves in plaim and direct terms, but in tbeir 
s^egbe* sajTi " Your humWe, your pocar fiw i^ 
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'••— Sfajrit pltasemf lord to recehre this irwn 
** the hands of his servant ; — May he be permk- 
'*-tcd to offer what comes fpom^ bis little, hki 
••mean country." 

A handsome Chinese (whose exterior may be 
the means of promoting him to the rankof man-- 
darin) is racier atxyve ihe middle stature, has a 
•large forehead, small ^eyes, 'short nose, long ears, 
tt Kght beard, stout arms and legs, a strong 
'iFoice, and a prominent stomach. Corpulency 
48 much admired among them ; they think it is 
a sign of a good conscience, which does credit to 
\he food. A Chinese woman, to be accounted 
•lifiodsame, must not be tall, but very upright; 
Jn -vain is she blessed with a vivid complexion 
4md fine colour ; custom commands her to efface 
•the healthful bloom as a mark of immodesty^ 
and rub herself with a whitish powder, thatren^ 
ders her paiey and communicates' an air of lan- 
guor, which is regarded as a sign of chastity*. 
She nnisrnot suffer her feet to acquire their just 
proportion : they are compressed from the ear- 
liest infancy with bandages, which prevent theip 
growth. The smaller they are the more will 
the possessor^ esteemed and honoured. 

The Chinese wear flowing garments. Their 
head is shaded by- a small hat or cap^ the fontt 
of which ' marks and distingurahes their rank« 
From the middle of the head, which is shaved^ 
f tuft of hair4umgs behind^ plaited like a long 
taikr They usually^ put on two robes, and it is* 
polite -to add a Ihind to receive visitors. Manda«» 
rins who hold an office in the civH govem^i^ 
ment wear both before and behind an embix)ld^r^ 
ed figure of a bird ; and those of the military 
ftok%s\Qnj a lion, tiger, and particularly a dra» 
3£3 
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goo, the enUem of the empii^ heeau^e Fo» in 

one of his transtnigratioii9» is said to h^ve assam- 

ed the form of this animal* Their most delicate 

and esteemed dishes consist of stag^' nerves, 

l^eart' paws, and itests of certain noarin^ birds, 

*#hich are brought from the coast of Tonquin* 

The Chinese cookery is in general gqod :, thfiy 

are fond of high sauces, aiid strpng Kquora* 

- Their bread is a sort of muffin, and their coi9« 

"inoQ beverage an infosion of tea. They extract 

from rice a sort of wine, which continues good 

for a con»derable length of time. 

China is for the most part the finest country 
4n the world for travelling ; the roads, in g^ieral, 
ibeing twenty or thirty yards wide, and reachiii|^ 
from one end of the em|ure to ^e othei* : the 
mountainous parts are either levelled, reduced, 
or cut through, cnrelse have large wooden g^ 
4eries along the steeper declivities: others apc 

f provided with strong and stately bridges, buiH 
rom one mountain to another. The distances 
are measured and mailed, and the cross-roads 
indicated. The roads are kept in good repair* 
and are^safe for travelling ; but the ians are ex* 
tremely . bad, and it is necessary to be provided* 
at beginning a journey, with every thing neces- 
»aiy on the road. There is however every poa* 
aible comrenience in point of carriages. A Chi- 
nese who has any curiosity, may find ample 
means to gratify it without quitting his own 
country ; In which he may see volcanoes, cata-* 
lacts, and cascades of an astonishing breadth and 
height i both hot and cold mineral springs, and 
tivera, the waters of which are endued with va- 
lious properties. Among their natural cuiiost^ 
li^ are their gold and silver fish» some of whicl^: 
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we hate received from China, and which they 
I^esenrey as we do here^ in glass vases* 
. The i^'eat wall, wbidi was built above two 
thouaand years ago, is said to be foar hundred 
and five leagues in length, fortified all the way, 
at proper distances, with strong towers, to the 
fiomber of three thousand, which, before the 
jtonquesC of China, used tp be guarded by a 
viiHion oi soldiers. It would occupy too much of 
our linuts to attempt a description of their othet 
4Sorks 0i art, which are exceedingly numerous : 
their temples, palaces, triumphal arches, p)rra. 
jDids «%cted in honour of great men; their 
tombs and their towers covered with marble or 
porcelain ; all which are the admiration of travel- 
}ers« The towers have bells hung on the outside, 
dn which the hour is struck- The sice of these 
is enormous. Their antiquity shows that the ' 
Chinese have long been in possession of the art 
of the fonndery, and there seems to be very little 
reason to doubt that gun-powder was known in 
China long before its discovery in Eurc^. 
. We rtiust now proceed to the history of th9i 
empire properly so called. Without going back 
^ thait remote antiquity to which the Chinese 
bi^torians pretend^ it will be sufficient for out 
purpose to discover records of the Chinese eml^ 
pire more than two thousand years before ChrisU 
five dynasties are computed prior to that period ; 
from what is known of these we shall extract the 
most remarkable events, without attempting n 
regular histo^ of them. 

At the hesUi of the first dynasty was ^ q^ 
Yuta, an excellent prince, who bears the 2307/ 
character of a lover of justice> and an 
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encourager of agriculture. It was during ,Vk 
reign that the use of wine was introduced into 
China^ and prohibited under the severest penal- 
ties; the inventor of it was^ bamshed^ but the 
evil could not be eradicated. • 

Yuta was a great proficient in astronomy^ 
a8lrolog3^ and agriculture : on the subject of the 
htter be wrote an excellent treatise ; in which 
he taught his subjects how to improve their 
lands, by manuring, levelling, and draining) 
He died, much regretted, after a rdgft of seven«> 
teenyearsb 

In this djnastjT happened an eclipse, respect^ 
ing which the Chinese records affirm, that Hi 
and Ho, who presided over the department of 
the mathematicks, were put to death for not 
having foretold and inserted it in the ephemeris 
of that year: a4iegleet which was then a caintal 
crime. 

£ Q Kya, the seventeenth monarch of thi^ 
1818.* dynasty, had some good qualities, but 
his memory is, oa the whde, as muclr. 
detested as that ^f Nero among the Romans* 
He was driven from the throne, and after an 
ignominious exile of three years, and a reign of 
fifty-two, he died ; and with him ended the first 
djmasty. 

^ Q Ching-tang was then pi^oclaimed em-* 
1766. peror. This prince was the founder of the 
second dynasty. •His wisdom, modera- 
tion, and singular merit, caused him ta be looked 
upon as the political saviour of the nation ; and 
he was,' in his journeys, received every-where 
among his subjects as a deliverer sent from hea» 
ven. His inodesty wa^ almost unparalleled i he 
was the only person in the empire who thought 
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4M ^ W9M unfit for so important a tnist : five 
^l^rent times he assembled his ministers and 
inpRdeeSy with a view of resigning the crowny 
WjWilfc he considered himself UiMorthy of wear- 
ki^i but he was overcome by the earnest en* 
toeaetiea ofhisnobles, who represented to htmf 
tbat he was raised by the particular direction of 
PiovidenceY to rescue and preserve them from 
granny and slavery. 

Tay vre, one of his successors) being on a cei'- 
^ain occasion terrified at a prodigy which made 
l^im apprehensive of a revolution, received the 
following impressive and importa^ lesson from 
hj^ mifuster. ^^ Virtue haa the power of triumph*^ 
*^. ii^ over presages^ If you govern your sub-^ 
H jecu with equity, you wiD be beyond the reach 
*f of misfortune*" This emperor ordered/that in 
^ach c^y a certain number of M men should be 
0ij»intained put of the puhlick tr^umry » a law 
vhicfa is still observed* 

Vuthing, another prince of the second dy-> 
pi^8ty» passed the whole of h» three years of 
mourning for his father, in ^ house pear th^ 
tpmbi^ imi^oHng Heaven to bleas him with 
such virtu.es as were suitaU^ to his station* 
When the term Was expired* he returned to hia 
palace, where he saw^ui a dream a m^ re-« 
pesented tQ him by Heaven tp be his prime«r 
ipittiater, whose feature^ w^re so strongly im^ 
pressed uppn his ipind, that he drew an exact 
portrait of them, apd caus^ the man to b^ 
bought for.. Such a person was found in the 
condition of an obscure mason, woi^ing in a. 
village, whence by the emperor's command h^ 
W93 brought to court* JBeing questioned on 1^ 
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virtues of 4 sovereign, and the reciprocal i^ 
ties of princes and subjects^ he retnm^ an* 
awers marked with so much wisdom, as excited 
the admiration of the hearers. The emperor 
addressed him in words to the foHo^K^g ^ect : 
** I perceive that you arc the person whom Hea- 
*^ Ten hath appointed to assist me in the task of 
^'governing my peoplcf and I commit myself 
" wholly to your direction. < Consider me as» 
^ your disciple, ready at aU times to foUow 
^ your counsels. Look upon me as unpolished^ • 
" glass, to which your are to give a lustre: let . 
*" roe never want your saiutafy advice ; neither.. 
^ flatter me nor spare my faults; that so, bj 
^ your efforts, and those 'of my minivers, I' 
^ m<^ acquire all- the virtues necessary in a\ 
" good soireretgn." The new favourke, in his, 
administration of government, astonished the- 
empire, by, hi^. knowl^e wid prud€nce.-^Tbia- 
dynasty, after the reign of twenty-eight empe* 
rors, was terminated, lik^ the former, by the 
vices of the last of them. 
B. C. ^^ ^^^^ dynasty, named Chew oi*- 
1121. Gheva, consistai of thirfyrfive emperoitSy' 
some of whom exhibited virtues deserv- 
ing of high applause, and the faults and vices of 
ethers drew upon them the vengeance of the: 
people. Chaus, the^ fourth emperor of this df * 
nasty, was so excessively fond of hunting, that 
he neglected every thing else, and in the pur« 
suit of his favourite sport he did -incalculable 
damage to the crops of his subjects. None of 
their remonstrances were listened to; and he 
became at length so odious, that they resolved' 
to rid themselves of this scourge- of their har* 
vcstS) by destroyiffg him and 1^ aoiusenoientdi 
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•Honce«' On his return from the chase he 'used 
c^Mnmonly to. pass -a iarg:e river in a boat wait- 
i^ lor him. The people caused one to be built 
^ such. a construction as to break in pieces be- 
fore he could reach the opposite -shore* He en- 
- tered this vessel, and both his attendants and him- 
self went to the bottom* 

. Livang, the tenth prince of this dvnasty^ 
acted in such a tyranmcal manner, that he 
stood in awe ^ of the remarks of his subjects, 
and actuallj prohilnt«d them from conversing 
together in publick^; so that nothing was beheld 
^ the streets' of the metropolis, but men, foiv 
meriy in the habits (^friendship, endeavouring 
to shun each othei^, and walking in mournful 
•atUtudes, with their eyes fixed upon the ground. 
One of his ministers had the boldness -lo tell 
ftm, that he was not placed upon the throne to 
make his subjects miserable, and that it was 
4nuch easier to stop an impetuotis torrent than 
to restram the tongues of men, -the attempt at 
which would but increase their resentment ; and 
that the silence which he had imposed upon 
them was more dreadful and dangerous than 
the liberty- which they had^xerdsed of complain- 
ing* 

This tyrannical edict was enforced during 
three yearis, notwithstanding the friendly advice 
of his minister $ after the expiration of which 
period the people, driven to despair, rushed up- 
on the palace, and murdered the whole of the 
reigning family, except the king himself, who 
&ad time to escape, and his youngest son, whom 
Uhe &ithful Chaukong had secretly conveyed to his 
own house. In a-shbrt time the enraged multitude 
'Ifiuyted upon the young prince being deli^'ered 
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tptotheai; ttidthemintticT, to^Mi^ therogrtf' 
ia&Bftj gave them his own 0qih to bo bftOaMf 
Bmrderedin bis itead. 

Another emperor of this fiunily took a |^ea» 
sure in imposing^ i^on fait army superfluous la* 
bour and iaooorenience* He gave orders that 
whenever they perceived lighted fires, they 
should take up anhs and hi^n to him« In 
eoe of these fidse aJarms, observing that his 
favourite mistress was greatly entertained aft 
seeing the hurry of the troops as soon as-tfan 
sigmd was given, he fiDe<|Bently repeated it to 
her amusement; and to witness the vexation of 
the soldiery at having taken such unnecessary 
trouble. On a subsequent occasion of real: im« 
portance, the sokliers, having been so often de-> 
oeived, neglected a flgnal of idarm ; while the 
enemy penetrated to the monarch's tent, and 
slew him* 

g Q The fourth dynasty was called Tuni 
286. <^ Cino* .During the reign of Ching, the 
second emperor of this dynasty, the great 
wall was built. This sovereign was not more 
cetebrated for this immense undestaking, than 
he was ocfious for hw contempt of every kind 
of literature* Being elated with his own ex* 
ploits, he formed a design of making posterity 
believe that he was the first Chinese emperor 
that had ever sat on the throne^ Fear this pur« 
pose he ordered all the historicai books wbioh 
contained the fundamental records and laws of 
the ancient governments to be hurtled; both 
that they might not at any time bear testimony 
agtunst this belief, and to prevent them from 
being employed in opposing the changes which 
he pui^xised to introduce kito the ^aonarcbyt 
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V^tk this occasion he put to death four hundred-of 
the learned} for having attempted to save some of 
the proscribed volumes* 

The chieftain of a banditti, named 
Lieu-pang, dethroned the last emperor ^^' 
of this dynaSty, and founded the fiftl|, * 

called Han, in his own person. He proved him* 
self worthy of the throne, by his moderation and 
clemency. He was one of the few emperors who 
governed for themselves*^ Under the rest, the 
eunuchs enjoyed a great degree of autliority, 
which they always abused. Vuti, one of the- 
princes of this family, was a great encourager 
of learning and learned men : and ordered the 
morality of Confucius to be taught in the schools. 
He was attached, however, and gave credit to a 
set of impostors, who assured him of obtaining 
immortality by drinking a certain liquor, which 
they undertook to instruct him how to prepare* 
He had been persuaded hy them to build a pa*^ 
lace of the most fragrant woods, and in the midst 
of it a brazen tower t here he spent much pains 
in preparing the precious liquor. His reign was 
of considerable length, and during it he per- 
formed many heroick exploits in his wars with 
the Tartars. He gained over them four signal 
victories, and drove them beyond the wall ; 
thence he carried his successful arms into the 
kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, Camboyja, and Ben- 
^1, and then divided the conquests amongrlns 
generals and officers who had assisted iivsubdu* 
ing them. 

Of Ling-ti it is said, that he caused all the 
wise 'maxims of the ancient emperors, contained 
in five classical books, to be engraved on marble 
tables, and publicly exposed at the entrance of 

Vol. XL l? F 
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theapademy* Under bis reign seyersil faction!, 
mvsc) one oi which, known by the apeUatioo of 
the yeliofv-ca/ity made itself master of the empiret 
which finally led to its dismemberment. 

The sixth dynasty was begun by a 
^,9?* prince desoepded frpm Lieupanp^) and. 

*""• ended with hi^ gfondson* This yotBig, 
prince, ardent and coi^mgeous, sustained &r. 
some time his father's tottering thipne, during 
attacks fi-om every quaj^r. At length, seeing 
Us affairs tending to a fatal crUi^, and the feeble 
^mpei-or still hesitating what, me^SMres to pup» 
•ue, the prince said to him, " There is no time 
for delibetatioQ ; this, is the decisive moment: 
resolve £iUier to conquer, or die with. arms ia 
your hand, and the qrown on your head-" The 
emperor ^iU refused i^ fight, which so mortified 
and afflicted his son, that he. retired to the MU of 
his ancestors, slew his. wife» and then himself, 
while the.emptiror tamely surrendered to Song-r 
chau his lival. 

Shi-tsu-vu-ti, the son of the. rd^el Songr 
A'^- chau, was. the founder of thjc sevtenthdy- 

^ nasty* He kept his court in the province 
of Honan. His reign was distuii^ed by the war- 
like preparations of. many petty princes who as- 
pired to the imperial dignity ; but the southern 
competitors were..oftea defeated by those of the 
north, vfho obtained copsideraUe assistance fcpm. 
the Tartars* As soon a» he. found his dominioiis 
at peace> he suXik into a state of indotence* He. 
left a son incapable of governing, and who w^ 
dethroned and succieeded by a princic <^ the. same 
family* The son of thi^ last was attacked hf - 
one of his relations : his children were slain, and 
he lumself was t^en prisoneri and obliged. t».; 
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-irait «tabte ttpcm the usurper In the habit of a 
«Iare ; and was affcrwapd put to death. At this 
f^cHod Nankin becanr>e the capital bf the empire. 
After a series of fifteen emperoi-s, this dynasty 
terminated in Ngan-Ti, an indolent prince, un- 
worthy of the throne, v " 
' Under the reJgn of this last prince, a man 
nam6d Lyew-Hu, whtose employment was 
that of selling BhOeB from place to place, A^q 
enlidted as a. soldier, becatne general, and 
at last usurped the throne. He had something 
Inte^stpresiSibiy nbbte and majestick in his personi 
9X1^ depovtraent, and was a man of no less fra« 
^afity than talour; He left a son.named Veuti, 
the contrast of himself; whose successor was 
tei^ much attached to the bonzes : but at this 
tfmcfthe enlpire was divided into two parts, and 
ihe sovereign of one part ohlered all the bonze* 
io he massacred. V^uti was killed by his own 
ton, and the parricide fell by the hands of his 
brother. The Utter made himself many enc- 
iTtips by the freedom of his speech, for which he, 
irt' thfe end, paid very dear. One of his wives, 
Whom he had offended by calling her o/rf, stifled 
him in his bed. This race consisted of eight 
empert>r6A 

• Kanti, the founder of the ninth dy- 
nasty, made hrs way to the throne by the ^iP* 
muwler of two princes, but did not long ' 

enjoy the fruits of his wickedness; He was more 
icmarki^le for his learning than his military ex- 
pleits; and used to say that if he could reign 
ten years, he would make gold as cheap as dirt; 
Bting one day di*essed in a habit adorned with 
precious stones, he on a sudden ordered them to 
W be&tea into powder, saying, that thejr were 
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only fit to inspire a man with luxuiy and avartctv 
His son was the author of the fiunous law which 
prohibited the mandarins from remaining more 
than three years in the same place* In his reign 
appeared Fan-Chin, a patron of literature, but of 
most detestable principles., He taught that all 
things are the effect of chance ; that the soul pe* 
rtshes when the body dies ; and that after this 
life, the fate of men is the same with that of 
brutes. This tlynasty produced only five ernpe* 
rors. 

^ -Q The tenth dynasty compreh^ds four 
-502. princes, beginning with Syau-ywen, the 
prime^minister and assassin of the last 
prince. He was active, industrious, and very 
vigilant. Although he had devoted the greater 
pait of his life to the study of the sciences,, he 
showed himself very skilful in military affairs* 
Ue forbasie his subjects to sacrifice animals, and 
commanded them to substitute figures of them 
made of fiower. Toward the end of bis life he 
neglected the business of government, to devote 
himself to the absurd doctrines of the bonzes, and 
it is even thought be became one of that order* 
His reign was marked with wars, famine, and 
pestilence. His prime minister, in a fit of dis^ 
gust at being obliged to serve a tyrant and U8ur« 
per, starved himself to death* When the em-i 
))eror heard of this event, and of the minister's 
reasons for it, he cried out, ^^ Do not I hold my 
crown of Heaven ? Am I beholden for it to my 
grandees? What occasion, then» had that un«i 
fortunate man to iJestroy himself?" 

In the latter part of his reign, Hewta-klngi 
monarch of Honan, but his vassal and tributary, 
revolted from Jhim \ and, having mad« hiips^jlf 
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flUfitoPof Natikin and seized upon the emperor^ 
p&mot%, the captive prince appeared before hi^ 
^D«q«iei»of with sucii majestick mtrepidity, that 
Hie'lbftfiei^ was notable tt> look 4)itn in the fkce; 
but exclaimed, " 1 could not have believed it so 
diffic^ i iwaitterto resist a p6\ver which Heaven 
hSB^ est&bllsbfSd.*'' Not daring to stam his hands 
^wttoili^ <Hnpcror*^ Wo6d, he condertined him to 
« Hi»(^^Hi}f and cruel death*, hy intrenching' part 
of hi^ Sustenatttie every day. The unfortunate 
iad^l«ycbi called for a little honey just before hi^ 
^|e«a)H' vt'hfii^hf) hdWefVer^ was cknred,- and this was 
iMft ^ist^f'Uqinciit; He died- in a fpw iidurs after. 

The Wc(»4d m sticcessitm after this cmperoi* 
kHaielied himself to the religion of Fo, and whild 
Mf( anention was absorbed in* the mysteries taught 
bf4>iddisciples> his prime mrnbter attacked him' 
hrhik capital* The s6vereign, awakened at last 
frcHiv his religious' reveries^ took up arms, march^* 
td* rtrtmd the ramparts, examined the positio(i o( 
tte' «nemy, and cxdtfinK^i* ** All is lost; it i* 
«v<tp with the sciences.!' He^ then set fire to his 
Bbiwry, consisting of a filindred and forty thou- 
sand volumes, and surt^rtdered to the conqueror* 
wh6 put to death both him and his son; While 
he was thus etnptoycd, the eiriperor of the horCh 
wa* bwning the t)bm{Hes of the bonzes, and^dfe* 
gtrbyiug their idds« 

Th^ foufider of the eleventh dynasty, 
likte his predeces^i*, was ejttremely at- ^; ^* 
tached to the. bonzes. His brother,- who ^^^' 
succeeded him, had befofe his accession cOft-* 
cealed himself in private Kfe, but on the throne 
be displayed the qualities of a ^reat prince. 
Tills moaafch^wkred the nig^t vriBktChes to be^ 
2F2 
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distinguished by the beating a drum ;. a ne^iiMl 
which haa ever since been observed. His race 
produced five einperors» the last of whom wa» 
dethroned by the prime minister of the western 
empire. 

The three emperora who cooiposed the 
\J^* twelfth dynasty are renowned iu history. 
The firsty without the smaller pretensions 
to learning) was yet endowed with a soUd pene- 
tnaing mipd. He loved his pe<^» and did 
every thing in his power to render them happy. 
He built pubiick granainest which were -annual^ 
filled with rice and corn by the opulent, to be 
distributed to the poor in times of scarcity* He 
improved their musick and eloquence, imparting 
to them much of the pubiick, manly character 
which they had lost* He was inexorable against 
corrupt judges ;. and e3u:luded from all pubiick 
employments those whose rank in life did not 
render them respectable. His sou .forbade hia 
people to wear arms; and ordered aH books 
treating of war, politicks, medicine, and agricu^ 
ture, to be i^vised by ^e most learned men of his 
empire, and to be distributed among persons 
who stood in need of them. 

SLong-ti was dethroned, by Si-gwen in the same 

A D. y^^^ ^^ which he was crowned. The son 

5X3. ' of this man, a^ the bead of Ba father's 

army, entered the palace, and having 

viewed the magnificence of it, exclaimed with a 

deep sigh, ^ No ; such a stately edifice must 

not be suffered to stand any. longer ; being good 

for nothing but to enervate the spirit of a princ^ 

and cherish his vicious inclinations." After this 

reflection, he ordered the whole building to be 

set on fire; and it was reduced to ashes* Ht 
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kniever followed the advice of sorae learned 
fikndsy and resigned the throne, to live in tran» 
pwHiry He was ver^ desirous of increasing the 
'popttlatkm of the empire, and ordered one hun* 
dred thousand of the bonzes to take wives. 
1 . Ta»-tsoDg, son of the last sovereign, was oQe^ 
of the greatest and wisest princes that ever gi^^ce^ 
the Chinese empire* He was wise, frugal, and 
«fiable« His ministers attempted t&^ excite in 
liijn a|^>refaensi(»is from his too. great &miliaritf 
wkb his subjects ;^ but he replied, ^^ I consider 
m]»elf in the empire, a» a &ther in his&milj. 
I carr)c all my people in taj bosom, as if thejr 
were my children* What, then, have-I tO'fear ?'• 
la the second year of his reign, the fields were 
t^oveeed with immense swarms of locusts r when 
the. emperor exclaimed with a deep sigh, ^ Alas I 
I had much rather that yoo^ would devour my 
own entrails, than ttma destroy the harvest and 
-subsistence of my subjects^f 
. .. In the tenth year of his reign- he lost his em • 
press, for whom he grieved most immoderately, 
and raised a monument to her memory, much 
more superb than any thing of the kind before 
known in his dominions ;, bt^ being reproved for 
this ostentation, he caused it to be demolished. 
His minister dying soon after, the emperor cans* 
ed a noble eulogium to be inscribed on his tomb ; 
and on this occasion, turning to his courtiers, he 
said, ^ We have three kinds of mirrors ; the first 
serve the ladies to dress by ^ the sec<Hid ai'e the 
ancient volumes, in which we read the rise, pro* 
gress, and decline of empires ; the third are man« 
kind, in whose actions, if we will study them, we 
may see both what we ought to practise and what 
iQ.avwi* I possessed this last mirror in the peN 
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jKNi' of mf ministers aias ! he is now no taonoi 
ind I fliiali neter find; h'ra equai."' 

Tfti' 4 »o ftg leiil ins soh esecettent liistrociibMS). 
bat Krbich |>roV€cl> asdeasrto himv fot he attachecl 
himself. to a moked.and Mtfui wonuoir tO'WhoBr 
MMBOB and the dagger were eqoaUy ^suntMar- 
She fitted the court and the kmgdmikwidr nMttm^ 
kigw The' xrih of< the siiccecKtiii|^*enipei!oi< wait 
neither leaa crad- nor leas: criminal* Hta soi^ 
wm the vdstorev o£ hia faniHy ; btH; he dtTOteed 
Mb w^fe^ pot tliree of kia ohiidi^en to^deatli vrUlv^ 
oat any cause) and raanied his daughter^'in-kcw. 
Ai^appel^rance ef Jumiry wa^ odious to biim H^ 
^de^iwipcd' to exthrpate it fcnr ever by ciestrojr^ 
ing'the precioua metals andornaments'Iielofii^ng 
to- his pakce*. This empefor intrusted a greae 
degoee of auth<»ntf totheeunuchrandtbe bonGsa^^. 
Hit f^randson was dethrnned-iiy a rebek. 

Umler th&nir.th sueceaaot, the pqtwer of the^ 
eunuchs occasioned a rebeUfon. The ei<fvemi^ 
caused every part of* his empire to be explored, 
in search of the waters of immortalitys of wtnch- 
the dbciplea of Laob-eyun pretended to have tbe^ 
iecret* The eunuchs, having obtained this- iv» 
nuoft presented it to him, and he instantly dted.^ 
The fifteenth emperor of thir dyhasty instituted 
a law, which is still observed. Once in seveiv 
years the provincial mandarins are' oblig^l. to* 
send a written and circumstantial confesstoiY oC^ 
ttte faults they have commttted, and to ask the 
etnperor's pardon* If they excuse or endeavour* 
to palliate their ciTors, they have noikvburto^ 
expect, and are invariably deprived- of their em* 
ployments* His son, though in many respects^ 
a very ammble sovereign, had thcfol^ to aspirin 
after immoftality^ in this- world> and took* the^ 
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taXad dmught which dispatched him. The eiv- 
nochB» who were veiy powerful in the pakce^ 
nuMsacred one of the monarchs, poisoned an- 
othery and were at length themselves extermi- 
nated bf the nineteenth emperor, whose son was 
scarcely seated on the throne before he was mur* 
dered* 

Tai-Tfu, his successor and assassin, ^ jy 
established the fourteenth dynasty, but did 907. ' 
fK>t long enjoy the reward of his crime. 
His eldest brother slew him, and was himself kil* 
led by his brother Moti. Anarchy was at its 
height in the empire. An able general, support* 
ed by a powerful party, attacked Moti, who be- 
In^ vanquished, killed himself in despair, and his 
/amily became extinct* 

Chwang-tsong, from the character of ^^ ^^ 
genera^ assumed that of emperor, and 923. ' 
founded the fifteenth dynasty. He pre- 
.scrved his martial habits, lived very frugally, 
and-slept on the bare ground, with a bell about . 
his neck to prevent his sleeping too long. His 
.<:arlier years were tarnished by too great a love 
ibr pleasure ; and he is accused of having been 
sordidly avaricious, and destitute of any feelings 
of compassion for the poor* His son Ming-tsong 
was a great encourager of learning. Block-prints 
ing was invented among the Chinese during his 
reign. He was devout, and all his prayers were 
for the good of his subjects. This dynasty fur- 
nished four emperors, of whom the last, being 
pursued by the murderers of his father, burned, 
himself toge^er wiih his family. 

Of the emperors of the two succeed* ^ jy^ 
ing dynasties nothing important is hand- 936, * 
^d dQwn to us by historians. T^*tsui 
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^ p the foilhder of the eighttchih dfnasl}^ 
gsi. had a profoond Tetiettttion for Confbclus^ 
and paid a riah to the kfoA} of that piMtf- 
sophe^. This cmpfcror was instated in his vip- 
tues by his son Ght-tson^. Whew at the rtvf 
«iinimft of human gtan^ur^ he still retcdned a 
modest deportment. A plough and a loona were 
found in honourable placeii in his palace* He 
ordered thef granaries to be opened in a time of 
dearth, and the rice to be sold at a yer^r iniei^i' 
pnce* " These are Thy children," wd bo^ 
apealking of his people ) ^^ it would be improper 
that their father shotild abandon them, and tea^- 
th^m te Ornish with humge'r^ wbUe he h^ enough 
lo satisfy h{8 dw» iralkCS^" In this extremity he 
caused the idols to be melted itoWfl* aiid toa)ed 
into money. 

A. D. Tay-tsa, the foiindfer of tfie fiineteefi® 
960. dynasty, b6pt his cowrt in the nbrfhei^i 
provinces of Chlna^ that he might be zL 
hand to suppress the ineutdons of (he Tarttfi^i 
He proved himself ^^tyrCby of hi;^ enal^tfon, and 
possessed all the qualities reqoMt^ to Wftder t 
state happy and ftourishmg. He or^^^d the 
foar gates of his. p^lac^, which froht«id the car^ 
din^ points of the cortipaBs, to be always opeh^ 
that his house as weft as his heart might be ite^ 
cessihle to his subj^cisi 

Duiring a severe winter in which his troops 
were- engaged with a foreign ehcmyf he seAt hii 
cloald Ikied with ftir to his general, tfeHing hini 
that h^ wished it wefe in his^ po^i^er to give ond 
like it to each of the soldiers. A iitilt stronger 
pwjof of his parental affecttbn wa* giveh: at the 
siege of Nankin. Refleetirtg upon the daa|htcr 
which would bemfid& ia i^ he fe%rked htibsett 



d by Google 



CHINA:. B5S 

sick ivJten it was on the point of suiTenderipg* 
His generals^^ alarnied at his disorder^ came 
soxmnd his bed, every one profTeriiig some reme-. 
<ly. ." TJ^e only remedy/' cried he> " that can, 
cSbqtually cure iifie is in your pow«r ;.--swear 
to me that ]^ou will not shed the blood of your, 
country mpn%'* They solemnly took the oaths,; 
and h^ immediately appeared in health. Though 
5dl possible precautions were taken to restrain the 
spldiers, so that there were but few sl^iui yet. the 
fate of. these few drew a flood of tears fvom the, 
emperor ; and as the city Iwid, besides a long siege,. 
spfiPered likewise by fainioe, he immediately se^t 
A. hundred thousand measures of rice to be distri^* 
buted among the inhabitants. 

Tay-tsong was a great favourer of le^ri^ing,. 
a»d erected a library which contained eighty 
thousand voli^mc;s. Being once eniployjed in be- 
sieging a city, be was alarined vv^ith a tun^Uti^. 
t^ie camp, headed by hi? brother. Tay-tsong,. 
lyithout betraying the least resentment,, conli- 
' iijied the siege vigorously ; and a few days after 
^hte had taken the place, hi^ brqther in a familiar 
manner told him, he wondered that he had not 
rewarded those who had signalized themselves 
during the siege. The emperor replied, " I ex- 
pected that you would have rewarded theni." 
This expression made so deep an impression on 
the brother that he destroyed himself before night* 
When Tay-tsong was told of his fate, he shed 
tears over his corpse, and caused it to be interred 
with the greatest funeral hppQurs. 

Un4er Ching-tsong, the third emperor of this 
dynasty, the number of persons employed in cul- 
tivating the lan4 was coiiiputed at above tw^enty- 
v^mlHp^\ He caused the ancient book<f to be. 
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reprinted, and dispersed thrGKigfi 'the einpt)^ 
During this reign a comet appeared, which was ^ 
supposed to portend some calamity* The empe*^ 
ror on this occasion, according to the custom of 
the times, ordered all his faults to be laid before 
him, that he might, if possible, averi the omen; 
and at the same time remitted taxes to the 
amount of ten million, and set at liberty thirteen 
thousand prisoners. A son being bom to him 
at this time, he attributed that blessing to the &- 
vour of Heaven, which he considered as pacified 
by his reli^ous and charitable deeds. 

His son Cbi^song banished all the worship- 
pers of images from his palace, and paid his ho- 
mage to the invisible God of heaven* He saved 
half a million oi his subjects from destniction, 
by a timely supply of com and rice. The ex- 
cellent and almost irreproachable character of 
this yoimg monarch may be considered as result^ 
ing from the ^rtuous precepts instilled into hts 
mind by his father's prime minister ; who contin- 
ually pressed upon him the ten following max- 
ims : " Fear God : Love your subjects : Endea- 
vour to attain perfection : Apply yourself to' the 
sciences : Raise persons of merit to the dignities 
of the istate : Give attention to the advice that is 
offered you : Reduce the taxes : Moderate the^ 
rigour of punishments : Avoid prodigality : Hold 
debauchery in horror." 

^ jj Kint-song begsui his reign with putting 
1126. to death six ministers of state, who had 
betrayed his father into the hands of the 
Kin Tartars. These barbarians, in the mean 
time, pursued their conquests, crossed tha' 
Whango or Yellow Rijver, and marching di- 
rectly towards the imperial city, took and plum 
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^efedit; «Ad seizing the emperor and his con- 
Bort, carried them away captives. The crown 
devolved on Kaw-tson, who fixed his court at 
Nankin. He made several fruitless efforts to re- 
cover some provinces Jrom.the Kin. The mo* 
narch of that people, however, mmed at gaining 
the esteem of the Chinese subjects, by paying a 
great regard to their learning and learned men* 
He advanced to Nankin, and took it ; but receiv- 
ing advice that Yo-si, the general of the Song or 
^southern Chinese, was approaching to the relief 
x>f the city, he set fire to the palace, and retired 
northward* Yo-si arrived in time to fall upon 
their rear guaixi, which suffered so much, that, 
from this time, the Kin never dared to cross the 
river Kyang ; though afterward, in the year 1 165, 
their king approached the .mouth of that river, 
^d commanded his troops, on the pain of death, 
to cross it; but they refused, and, rebelling 
against their sovereign, killed him in the com- 
mencement of the tumult, and then retired. 

After this, nothing remarkable occurs in the 
Chinese history till the year 1210, when the 
chief of the western Tartars, or Moguls, quarrel- 
led with Yong-tsi, emperor of the Kin : and, in 
two years after, the Mogul generals forced the 
great wall to the north of Shensi, made lAcur- 
«ipns as £^r as Pekin, the capital of the Kin em- 
pire, and defeated an army of three hundred 
thousand Kins. This war was continued and se- 
veral battles fpught, in one of which the ground 
was strewed witli dead bodies for upwards of four 
leagues* 

Li-tsong, the fourteenth emperor of y^ D^ 
jthis dynasty, was rather attached to lite- x22#-' 
future than to military affsurs ; neverthe^ 

Vol. XL. 2 G 



d by Google 



o38 CWINA^ 

less, he carried on the war agsdnst the Tartaii 
with great vigour. He took from them the city 
ofHonan, artd reduced the capital, Shang-tongy. 
after a long and bloody siege, in which the Tar- 
tars Were reduced to such extremities as to feed 
on human flesh. Their king, Nagaiti, in a fit of 
despair, hanged himself, just before the surren- 
der ; in whom ended the empire of flie eastern 
Tartars, after it had continued a hundred and se- 
venteen years, under nine princes-. 

Nevertheless, the smaH remains of that na- 
tion, which was then almost destroyed, gave rise 
to the family that afterwards conquered the Chi- 
nese empire, and thjlt got^ems it to this day. At 
this time Li-tsong held only the southern provin- 
ces of China under his dominion, while the west- 
cm Tartars had the empire of the north. Their 
king, called Kublay Khan, and by the Chinese 
Ho-pi-lye, was a patron of the sciences, and gain- 
ed the affection of his subjects by the respect 
which he showed to learned men, and the honours 
he paid to the memory of Confucius. 

Li-tsong reigned forty yeats and was succeeil- 
cd by his nephew and his three sons in succes- 
sion, who seemed only bom to be the sport of 
fortune. With these ended the dynasty of the 
Song, and in fact the Chined dominion ; fof 3bi- 
tsu, before called Ho-pi-lye by the Chinese, ai^d 
Kublay Khan by the Tartars, the fourth son of 
Jenghis Khan, took possessisn of his conquests* 
and was the first emperor of a new dynasty. 
^ p Shi-tsu, founder of the twentieth dynas- 
12B0. ^y» though a Tartar, and the first foreign 
prince that ever reigned over the Chinese 
nation, yet found a most effectual way of reconcU- 
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mg'tfiem'to his g;ovemmeHt, and even of endear- 
ing himself to them, by keeping as close as pos* 
9ibTe to their ancient laws and customs, by his 
^uity and justice, by his love an<l regard to learn- 
ed men, and by his fatherly tenderness to^l his/ 
qew subjects,; insomuch that the reign of this 
family has ever bee^ styled by the Chinese " the 
w:ise government." He caused a declaration to 
be published, that, all persons should continiie in. 
t^e same posts and dignities which they enjoyed 
in the preceding reign; though many of the 
Chinese no^s refused his offer, and prefen^d a 
voluntary death to an honourable servitude. 

In the third year of his reign hie attempted to 
Invade the Japan islands with a force of a hun-. 
dred thousand men, but the whole force perished 
in a storm* The same year^ he caused all the 
^ooks of the impious sect of Tan to be burnedf 
and commanded that tliere should be but one ca« 
lendar through the whole empire, to be compil- 
ed at court, and published annually. Unider this 
prince the famous canal was dug, which is nine 
fiundred miles in length. 

His successors, till the ninth, whi<;h terminate 
ed the race, established the religion of Fo in Chi- 
na.- One of them invited the grand lama from 
Thibet, and received him with the most extra- 
ordinary ceremonies. At this time, with the la- 
puks entered also magick, dancing-girls, and de- 
b^uch^ry, which in the end quite perverted a wisQ 
government. 

Shunti was the last of the Tartar race who 
held the sceptre in China. In the fourteenth 
year of his reig^n, a Chinese named Chu, who 
had been a servant in the monastery of the 
^nseS) headed a numerous company of revoUer^i 



d by Google 



340 cHrirA. 

he reduced many considerable cities and previii- 
Ces, and defeated the imperial army in a battle* 
This unexpected success soon drew numbers of 
the Chinese to his standard. Having erossed the 
Yellow river without opposition, he subdued 
every place in bis progress, and, at length, meetings 
again with the imperial army, he cut it to pieces. 
With him ended the Tartar dynasty of Ywen^ 
which was succeeded by that of Ming, founded 
by Chu, who ascending the thronet took the^ 
name of Tay-tsu» 

j^ jy^ The new emperor fixed his court at 
1568.' Nankin, and in a few months made him^^ 
self master of Pekin, and erected that 
country into a sovereignty, which he gave to his 
fourth son ; he likewise honoured hb father and 
grand&thcr with the tide of emperor, and enact- 
ed a body of laws to secure the tranquillity of the 
empire* His court was soon crowded with am* 
bassadors, who came from all parts to congratu-* 
late him, particularly from Japan, Korea, For- 
mosa, and other neighbouring states ; but his joy 
was soon allayed by the death of his empress, to 
whose wise counsels, he said he was indebted for 
his throne. He was a prince of great wisdom and 
penetration, nor was his piety less conspicuous 
than these qualities. In a time of extraordinary 
drought, he is said to have ascended a high moun- 
tain, and remained there a considerable time ir« 
yoking Heaven for a supply of rain, nor did he 
cease his supplicatioivs till his. prayers were an* 
swered. 

Ching-tsu was a generous and nM^nanimoua 
prince, but very much dreaded, on account pf 
the cruelties with which he began his reign* 
He oblig^ a great number of bouses^ whQ iia4 
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tikcn the habit of that order before they were., 
forty years of age, to quit the convent ; and or- 
dered all the books of chemistry which treated of 
ioater of immortality to be burned. He encourage, 
ed learned men, and caused some philosophical 
works to be published as expositions of the an- 
cient classical books of the empire. When spe- 
cimens of precious stones were brought to him 
from a mine which had lately been discovered^ 
he ordered it to be shut upi alleging, that it on- 
ly* harassed his people with useless toil, as these 
stones could neither feed nor clothe tliem in times ' 
pf scarcity* 

Under Swen-tsong, another emperor of this • 
dynasty, the royal palace caught fire, and burnt 
during several days with so much violence that 
a great quantity of. gold, silver, copper, and 
tin was melted into a mass of metal, which is 
9till held in esteem in China. The catastrophe 
of this race, which ended with the thirteenth 
emperor, was announced and preceded by conti- 
IHisd commotions during several reigns. Two 
rebels arose, who divided the empire, but soon 
turned their arms against each other. From the 
issue of this dispute, one only remained, called 
Li, who marched into the provinces of Shensi - 
and Honan, where he put to death all the man- 
darins, and showed favour to none, except the 
populace, whom he freed from the payment oF^ 
taxes. Br these means he drew so many from 
the imperial army into his own interest, that he 
thought himself sufficiently powerful to assume 
the title of emperor. He next advanced towards 
the metropolis, which was divided into faction^, 
and into which he found means to convey a suffi- 
cient Diimbef of his men in disguise^ who were 
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to open the gates to htm at his appearance there^ 
On the third day he entered the city in iriompht 
at the head of three hundred thousand men, while 
the infatuated emperor kept himself shut up in 
his palace, ignorant of what was doing, and amus- 
ing himsdf with the bonsaick rites and ceremo- 
nies. It was not long, however, before he per- 
ceived that he was betrayed, and under the great- 
est consternation made an effort to get out of the 
palace, with about six hundred of his guards*; 
but found himself abandoned and unsupported : 
^us deprived of every hope of escaping Uie fiiry 
and insults of his rebellious subjects, he prefer- 
red death by his own hands to the disgrace of 
ialling alive into their power. He led his bdov- 
ed empress into a piivate and distant part of the 
gardens without uttering a word. That princess 
understood his silent emotions of agony, and hav- 
ing tenderly embraced him, she retired into the 
wood, and there hanged herself in a silken string. 
The emperor, afflicted to the heart at the melu- 
choly sight, wrote these words on the border of 
his vest : ^ I have been basely deserted by my 
*^ subjects ; do what you will with me, but spare 
my people." He then cut off the head of the 
young princess with his scymitar, and hanged 
himself on another tree. His prime minister, 
qiieens, and faithful eunuchs soon followed his , 
exlQIipjIie. His death put an end to the Chinese 
monarchy, which gave place to that of the Tar- 
tars, who have reigned over the whole empire 
ever since with absolute power. 

When the body of the unfortunate emperdr 
was laid before the rebel Li, as he sat upon the 
throne> the inhuman wretch treated it with the 
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utmost indignity. He caused two of the deceas* 
ed emperor's sons and all his ministers to be be- 
headed ; but the eldest son escaped by flight. It 
would scarcely be believed how soon the princes 
Mid Qpbles of the empire submitted to the usur- 
per. Prince U-san-ghey, who commanded the 
imperial forces in the provinces of Lyau-tong, 
was the only person who refused to acknowledge 
his authority ; but Li marched against him at 
the head of a powerful army. 

Having invested the seat of that prince's go« 
vemment, the tyrant, the more^effectually to ex- 
cite him to surrender, showed him his father 
toaden with chains, declaring that he should in- 
stantly be sacrificed if the son refused to submit. 
:When the brave prince behield his parent in that 
deplorable condition, he but*st into tears ; and, fal- 
ling upon his knees, prayed to Heaven to forgive 
him if he sacrificed his filial duty to the allegiance 
be owed to his lawful sovereign. The good old 
man« understanding the intentions of his son by 
the signs which he made, applauded his resolu- 
tion, and cheerfully submitted to his fate. 

U-san-ghey, determined to revenge hi« sove- 
reign and his father, immediately concluded a 
peace with the Manchew, or Eastern Tartars, 
and invited them to his assistance against the 
usurper. Tsong-ti, their king, joined him imme- 
diately, which obliged the rebel to raise the siege, 
and march directly to Pekin. Not thinking him- 
self safe in that place, he plundered and burnt the 
palace, and then fled with the immense treasure 
he thus obtained into the province of Shensi, not 
less loaden with the execrations of the people 
th^ with the spoils of the imperial city. 



d by Google 



344 C9IIMA* 

Taoog-ti dkd almost as soon as he had entered 
China» havifig declared his son Shun-chi his suc- 
cessor- The young prince w^s shortly, after con* 
ducted to Pekin, and received with the acclama- 
tions of the people as their great deliverer. No* 
thing was heard on all sides but the shouts of, 
lAmg may he live I long Hue the emfieror / moy he 
live a thoiuand years J This menioi^le revolutioi^ 
which put an end to the twenty-first dynasty, and 
to the Chinese race of sovereigns, and made way; 
% second time, for that of the Eastern Tartars,. 
happened in the year 1644« 
A: D. ^^^ nobility imagined that they shoul4 
1645. find the Tartars merely anxiliaries, who - 
would assist them in placing a Chinese em- 
peror on the throne; but when these allies had 
obliged the rebels to lay down their arms, thej 
considered the empire as a fair reward for their 
trouble. Disappointed in his ex|x:ctations, one 
of these lords used to say, ^^ We have called in 
the woUes to drive out the dogs/' The Chinese 
fHinces of the blood, ho *v ever, did not tamely 
submit to this usurpation* Competitors arose m 
the sevei'al 'provinces against Shun-chi, the first 
Manchew emperor, and hostilities were carried 
on with great obstinacy by sea and land ; but the 
vigour of the Tartars completely conquered every 
adversary. 

As soon as Shun-chi entered upon the active 
duties of government, he acquitted himself to the 
perfect satisfaction of all. He exhibited in his 
conduct extreme moderation, and a marked de- 
ference to the ancient laws and customs of the 
Chinese: he continued to bestow the superin- 
tendancQ of the provinces and cities upon tlj^e 
learned men pf the country^ and abolished the 
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abominable practice of filling the publick employ- 
ments with unfit persons, for money. He even 
condemned thirty-six of this sort of people to be 
beheaded, on charges of bribery and corruption. 
The civil offices of the state were given to such of 
the natives as were found qualified for them ; 
which principle he adhered to in the disposal of 
the highest dignities. All his steps in theso 
points were made with so much candour and 
judgment, as plainly evinced that he was more 
intent upon the publick good than upon extend* 
ihg his own power. 

He was no less esteemed for his love of learn-* 
ing, and the great progress he made in several 
siciences, even much beyond his years, than for 
the kind reception which learned men experience 
ed from him and his court. 

A few years after Shun-chi had taken posses- 
sion of the government, a famous general, named 
Coxinga, signalized his attachment to the ancient 
Chinese, by opposing the proceedings of the new 
emperor ; and at length he besieged the city of 
Nankin. A council of war being called by the 
viceroy of the province, whq was a Chinese man- 
darin, in this assembly a Tartar chief declared, 
that the city could not be defended unless its nu- 
merous inhabitants were first d^troycd. To 
this the young governor replied, '* If that be the 
case, you must begin the slaughter with me :** a 
declaration which stopped the Tartar's bloody 
zeal, and saved the lives of thousands of citizens. 

The siege had been prosecuted about three 
weeks, when the return of Coxinga's birth-day 
paused an universal rejoicing throughout hi^ 
«ampj in which, at tbi^ time, nothing waa 
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attended to but luxury and dissipatibii. The 
t|e8i^;ed took advantage of this opportunity; 
they saHied out about midnight, entered the 
camp. of the enemy, and maule a prodigious 
daughter* To repair this loss and disgrace, Cox- 
inga immediately sailed with his fleet s^terthatof 
iAkc Tartars, and engaged it with such desperate 
&ry, that he sunk and destroyed a great number 
of them) and captured many more. He cut oC 
the noses and ears of his prisoners, and set themr 
on shore to the number of &ur thouoand ; but. 
all these unfortunate wretcbea were soon M^er 
put to death by their own countrymeii, on the 
pretence thai theiy ought to have died rather thaii^ 
have surrendered, but they did this act in reaUty, 
V^ conceal the shame of their defeaU 

Shortly after this, event, the emperor fell pafir 
vionately in love with a young married lady ; and' 
having treated her husband with an indignity 
which broke his heart, he soon after raised his. 
widow to the imperial dignity. Hje had a son. 
by her, whose birth was celebrated with greal 
magnificence ; but this joy was of short duration, 
for the in&nt prince lived but three months, and: 
his mother survived him a few weeks only.. 
These afilictions so overcame the young monarchy 
that, in. the first transport of.griei^ he would haves 
destroyed himself, had not his mother and his 
ministers prevented him. Thirty men were, ac<^ 
cording to the Tartarian custotr^, sacrificed to 
the manes of the deceased queen* Her body was 
bunied on a magnificent pUe, and the empercM*, 
overwhelmed with grief, deposited with his ovn^ 
bands her ashes in a silver urn* After tlie per- 
formance of these ceremonies he gave himse]^ 
up to SQiTQw, and to the superstitions of the' sect 
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^ the'bt^ntes, which, duHng his hesdth, he -had 
hem aeciistofned to treat with great contempt; 
and HI a few days he was reduced to such a state 
that his )*flb was despaired of. Otie of the Jesuitic 
who at that time was in Chimi, and for whom 
the emperor had great respett, waited upon him^ 
4md endeavoiired to reason him out of hi^ melan- 
choly,' but In vain ; he heard the Christian ^thcnr^ 
liowevcr, with patience, forbade him to kned, 
made him drink tea with htm, and then dismiss* 
-^d him with every mark of ^kindness. Four of 
his principal lords were then desired to attend 
-upon their sovereign ; and, in their presence, he 
accused himself of a great variety of faults pf 
^hieh he had been guilty during his government: 
such as his ingratitude to faithful ministers, his 
* disregard to the counsels of his mother, his ava- 
rice and idle expenses in vain curiosities, his 
affection for the eunuchs, his inordinate passion 
for his late queen, and the affiictions which he 
had occasioned to his people. After this confes- 
sion he appointed these noblemen guardians to 
his youngest son Kang-hi, wh<Mn he declared 
his successor though only eight years c^d ; then 
calling for his imperial mantle, and putting it on, 
he excldmed, " Now I leave you 1" and imme- 
diately expired, in the twentyiourth year-of his 
age* On the succeeding morning, tlie bonzes 
were all driven out of the palace, and the corpse 
of the deceased emperor was enclosed in a mag- 
4ii(icent coflUn. Kang-hi then ascended the thronCf 
and received the homs^e of the grandees of the 
■empire. 

Kang-hi was not only endowed with 
all the princely qualifications requisite to A.'^ 
render him wortliy of the imperial dia- . ' 
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denif but was likewise very happy jn the chotcd 
which his fkther had made of his four not^ 
guardians, who studied to preserve the empire 
bi a peaceaUe and flourishing condition. They 
began by driving the eunuchs from the palace* 
except a thousandy whom they kept employed 
in iht lowest ofifices. They next published ap 
edict, commanding all the inhabitants of the 
sea-coasts, on p^n of death, to leave their 
dwellings, and to retire and settle at least at 
three leagues Stance from the ocean. All the 
mantime cides, towns, and fortresses, were de- 
molished, and all commerce by sea was absolutd|r 
forbidden. By this measure the power of the 
great sea-commander Coxinga was greatly dimi- 
fuahed ( but, at the same time, it had the most 
mischievous effect on the fishing trade of the 
empire, and reduced to beggary an infinite num^ 
ber of fomilies, who subsisted by it. 

After this regulation, a very severe order was 
issued against Uie Christian converts* All their 
churches were demolished, and the whole city of 
Ma-kau was in danger of sharing the same fate, 
had not one of the Jesuits, whose interest at 
court was still very considerable, prevented it. by 
employing all his friends to procure for that 
city a particuUu* exempticm from this edict* For 
this interposition, he and three more were, some 
time after, imptisoned and loaded with irons, 
upon the petition of one of the learned to the 
regency, which represented the missionaries and 
their religion in the most odious colours ; both 
which were in a short time after totally sup- 
pressed* 

The latter part of' this year proved un- 

^fi^ fortunate to the capital, and to some of 

the northern provinces of China : a dread- 
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%A earthquake, which happened at Pekin on the 
second of September, overturned a great num- 
ber of palaces, temi^es, and other publick build- 
ings, U^ther with the walls and towers of the 
dty, and many thousands of the peq>Ie were de- 
stroyed. The shocks, which continued from 
Mme to time for nearly three months, were so 
terrible, that the emperor, princes, and nobility, 
were obliged to quit their palaces and live in 
tents, whilst the whole of the people, both in the 
city and adjacent parts, were in the utmost con- 
sternation. On this occasion the emperor show- 
ed himself very attentive, in the timely relief of 
all his subjects. Towards the end of the same 
month, the imperial palace having caught fire, 
burnt with such fiiry, that it was reduced to ashet 
in a few hours. 

Ching^ke-sun, the grandson of thecele- ^ j^^ 
brated Coxinga, then king of Formosa, i682.* 
was obliged to surrender that island to 
the Chinese, and repair to Pekin, where the em- 
peror conferred upon him a title of honour, and 
some small government to maintain his dignity. 
About two years after this time, the Others Ger- 
tnllon and Perayra, two eminent missionaries, 
were ordered to accompany the Chinese plenipo- 
tentiaries into Tartary, and to assist them in set- 
tling the boundaries between the empires of China 
anrl Russia. These Christian priests instructed 
the emperor in the mathemadcks. They were 
also employed in composing and reading lectures, 
in the Tartarian language, on algebra, geometry, 
astronomy, natural ^ilosophy, physick, and ana- 
tomy ; for although that prince was a complete 
master of all the Chinese learning, and hai 

Vol. XI. 2 H 
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emploiredUa Imaiue hours in the anqi^tflikiiwi ot 
UBcfid knowledge) yet he ivas deakx>ns oCbei^ 
cquaUf well vened ia the Eu|»pean sciences. It 
WAS hf the inteiest of. these mis^ooariesy while 
thus acting as the empeinr's tutor^y that a decree 
was obtained in lavDor of the Christians^ who^werac 
now allowed the free, exercise of their celigiofli 
through the. whole empire. 

Kiang-hi expenenped many domestick. afflic-r 
tionsy occasionpd by the conduct of.hk twosoos^ 
who rebelled against Mm, and. were» in thett* 
A, D. ^^^^^ banishedthe Idngdom. fU i<eimvedk 
1716. th^ edicts against the Chi7Stiana». by fob 
bidding them to build chuixihes, op make, 
ptiselytei ; and obliged every missionary to^taicft. 
^ot-a licence, which was to specify his country^ 
order» the time he had been in Chmat and 1^ 
engagement not to return to Eunope* Three of 
the &thers went to throw themselves at the enw 
peror's feet to remonstrate agunst th^ edicts 
hut could obtain no other answer, thiM^ that none, 
were prohilnted to preadi the go^id.. but thoa^ 
who had not received a licence* 
* *A. D. ^ ^^^^ period the emperor, received. 
17S0. the. congratulations of the whole empine^ 
on- the signal victory which hia forces had 
^ned over the Eluths, who possessed. the coun* 
try of the lamas, and had committed drea^itil 
ravages for four years successively ; which, vic- 
tory -gave him now the sole command ofj the 
kmgdcmi of Th^t. In th^ month of June an«> 
OUier earthquake was'felt at Pekia, which lasted 
4dx)ttt two minutesr and killed above a tboosaaid. 
persons by the ^1 ofj houses. 
In November, theczair of Muscavy made his. 
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IpoMtek etitrf idto P^n, yrith a numeronB and 
e^endid i^timse^ dressed after the European 
manner. He met with a gracious reception at 
the court, thot^h the emperor wouW not accede 
to the object of this visit, which was to take mea- 
abres for establishing a free commerce between 
the dominioiM of the two sovereigns* 

The emperor one day^ while taking the ^ jy^ 
diversion of hunting in one of his parks, 17^22. 
was suddenly seized with a shivering-fit, 
which obliged him to return to his palace im- 
mediately. His illness increased, and medical 
assistance was applied to, but was found to be in 
rim* Being conscious of his approaching end, 
be assembled all his grandees, and having in their 
{vesence declared his fourth son his successor, 
ke expired on the 20th of December, in the sixty* 
ninth year of his age. 

Yof^-ching was ftwty-five years old when he 
ascended the throne. He had several brothen^ 
bat placed his confidence only in one ; the rest 
^ Aspersed or banished; He imprisoned many 
of tiie princes and grandees for protecting the 
missiomiries, t6 whose design he had himself 
fbrtnet^ly been very favourslble ; and discarded 
sdl these fathers from his service^ except one, who 
was an excellent painter. In other respects he 
showed himself a wise prince t aasidtioua and in- 
defatigable in the discharge of the duties of 
government, steady and resolute in his disposi*- 
tion, endowed with a degree of eloquence and 
address, and attentive in answering the memo* 
riale which were presented to him. He govern* 
cd wholly by himself; and no monarch was ever 
mere ab8olute> or more dreaded by his subjects. 
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Tills aalimKed authority eoobkct htm to eoforce 
a great many wiiolesonie laws aad reguIatioQB ; 
in framing which he spent whc^ days and nights 
with the most persevering industry* The surest 
way of gaining ius farour, was by presenting him 
widi some scheme tending to the pubHdc good, 
or to the relief of his subjects in times <^ calami- 
ties, in the execution of which, if it s^peared 
practicable, he spared no pains. 

Considering the amiable and truly estimable 
chaoracter of this emperor, las severity to the 
Christians has been thought somewhat remarlDi- 
Mt i but he defended Ms conduct in this re*^ 
spect to the Jesuits, by the circumstance of their 
religion having caused commotions in scmie of 
hit provinces. ^ What would you say," said he 
to them, *^ if I were to send a company of bonzes 
and lamas into your country to preach our law I 
How would you receive them I And would ytm 
have all the Chi(«se become Christians ? Your 
faith requires it, I know. But in that case what 
would be our lot I The subjects of your idngs, 
the proselytes which you make, acknowledge 
only you. In case of any disturbance, they 
would attend to no voice but yours. I know 
that, at present, there is no cause for apprehen* 
ston ; but when your ships shall arrive by thou- 
sands, then they may pix>baUy occasion much 
confusion*" 

These motives occasioned the banishment 
of the Jesuits ; but some were allowed to re- 
main in the empire, and, as persons devoted to 
pursuits of literature, they w«:« protected and 
esteemed. 
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- On the ISth of November) the city of j^ jj^ 
F^cin was nearly orertumed by a dread- 1731] 
iul earthqui^i&f such as had never before ' 
lieen^lt m China* The first shocks, whidh hap- 
pened abont eleven in the forenoon, were so sud- 
den and violent, that in less than a minute above 
a hundred thousand inhabitants were buried in the 
ruins of houses, and a still greater number in the 
surrounding country, where whole villages and 
towns were destroyed. 

^ The emperor was then at his pleasure-house, 
alxmt two leagues from the capital* While 'tak* 
ing an airing in his barge, seeing the edifice in- 
stantaneously converted into ruins, he fell pros* 
trate on his knees, wiA his hands and eyes lifted 
up to Heaven. He published an edict, accusing 
himself as the chief cause of this calamity, and 
attributing the judgment to the wrath of God 
for his offences and want of care in governing the 
peoide. He then ordered an account to be taken 
of the families that had suffered by it, and an es- 
timate of the damage it had occasioned, advanc* 
ing considerable sums for their relief $ part of 
which was presented to the missionaiies, towards 
repairing their diurches* But in the following 
year he renewed his persecution against th^ 
Christians, and caused the missionaries, and alt 
that belonged to them, to be loaded with irons» 
and thrown into prison ; and some he even con- 
demned to the punishment of carrying the wood- 
en cottar. 

After the death of this emperor, the mis- ^ 0^ 
sionaries entertained great hopes of being 1736; 
restored to favour by his successor. But 
from the latest authentick accountsi we have 
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litUe roasoB^ to expect any ^aic\ fortunate evait i 
indeed ihe policy ^ the Ouiieae teems to guard 
against tlie ado^iMioii of foreigners of 2^y de-» 
scriplion whatever ^ and it is said 'that thougk 
there are many Jew« and ^{ahomInedana in Cbi^ 
na» yet there is scarcely a Christian in the whole 
empire* 

This prince wiM succeeded by Kien-Lung, who^ 
after a happy, peaceaUey and long reign of sixty- 
three years, died on the 1 ith of February, lt99i 
and was succeededby Ka-Hxho, the present em-. 
peror^ and the fifth of the T««*ar dynasty. These 
emi^erors ha»>e wisely prevented the European 
natioaa^ %vho Mv^ overthrown all the other east*^ 
ern governments} from' oblainiog a footing in 
China* Thoypermk themi ihlc English in pai^ 
ticular, to carry on a resljic^ intercourse with 
them at the ungle port of Canton ; but they treat 
with coolness eyery attempt to obtmn exclusiiTe 
privileges, to build forts, ot to establi^ permar 
nent faqtories* 

Two splendid embassies from England wadt 
Holland have been undertaken wHhin these few 
years; that of Lord Macartney in 17^3, and that 
of Mr* Titsic^ m J 795. A full account of th« 
former was presented to thepubfickby Sir George 
^unton, and of the latter by M. Van Braam^ 
both 9f them acting secretaries to their respect 
tive embassies. To these works we must neces* 
sarily refer the iiiquiaitivc reader for foil and ao. 
curate accounts of the present condition of thfil. 
populous, ^xtensiv6> aai4 flotirisbiiig ew^ro. • 
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